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Editorial

This too shall pass
At the time of writing (20 March), the
whole world faces an unprecedented
challenge with the coronavirus. We
have had far worse plagues in the
past but the worldwide impact on
daily life and financial stability is new
territory. We are in uncertain times
for a period, but life will come back
to ‘normal’ for most.
In the meantime, let’s be diligent
about voluntary precautions to ensure
this pandemic doesn’t get a foothold
in our country. Surely it’s worth the
inconvenience and discomfort of a
few weeks self-isolation to shorten the
timespan and potentially save lives? And
remember to reach out with kindness to
neighbours who may need help, especially
the more vulnerable.
For the second year in a row, ANZAC
commemorations have been cancelled.
Cover photo: The 3rd (Auckland) Mounted Rifles at
camp on Avondale racecourse, May 1912. Auckland
Libraries Heritage Collections (AWNS-19120509-12-4)
(Price Photo Co).
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by Kerrie Subritzky
However, we feel it’s important to
remember those who gave their lives for
our freedom, and so we chose a local
ANZAC story as our lead article. We hope
you enjoy the read.
We are very grateful to be able to
produce this issue of the Beacon – it very
nearly didn’t happen, but it’s important to
us to keep publishing if we can, despite
difficult times. With virtually every special
event and regular community gathering
cancelled or postponed due to COVID-19

High Praise for High Tea
Retirees from all over the Whau
gathered at the New Lynn RSA for an
afternoon of delicious food, fabulous
entertainment, connections with other
seniors and some encouraging messages,
at an event sponsored by the Whau
Local Board in early March. The event
was designed to engage our senior
community in the decisions that affect the
future of the Whau. Whau Local Board
Chairperson Kay Thomas commented,
“We were thrilled at the huge turnout.
We really value the input of our seniors
and thought hard about how to engage
them. It’s important to us that our whole
community is involved in the decisions
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precautions, our What’s Happening pages
quickly became irrelevant.
But it was the downturn in advertising
that had the most effect. Despite this
we managed to pull together a “little
Beacon” according to the constraints of
our budget. Our grateful thanks to our
advertisers.
Many businesses will be hurting right
now, but if we can all just hang on, batten
down the hatches, and take precautionary
measures, “this too shall pass”.
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that affect our future.” Also attending
were representatives from Grey Power and
Age Concern, as well as members of the
Whau Board.
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ANZACs at Avondale racecourse
Avondale racecourse was home to
some unique groups who later became
legendary. In WWI these were the
Maori (Pioneer) Battalion and the NZ
Tunnelling Corp of Engineers. In WWII
Japanese POWs were held there for a
short time after the Featherston incident.
Also, the US Naval Mobile Hospital
Number 6 which was built nearby at the
site of Avondale College.
So, how did all this come about?
In May 1912 the first training camp for
383 men of the Auckland Mounted Rifles
was held at the racecourse.
Men and horses arrived at Avondale
on special trains. It was a case of ‘join the
Territorials and bring your own horse’!
A complete kitchen staff cooked all the
meals for the men for, as the Star put it,
“As most people are aware, mounted men
do not cook, having quite enough to do to
look after their horses.”
The picket lines of horses ran through
the tents so the men were sleeping in close
proximity their mounts. A Herald reporter
who stayed overnight reported, “In the
horse lines, just outside the tent, all was
quiet, save for the “champ, champ” of
horses at their feed”.
Some of those at the camp would have a
few years later been at Gallipoli. Ironically,
the Mounted Rifles left their horses in
Egypt when they went to Gallipoli.

The Maori (Pioneer) Battalion

Just two days after the First World
War was declared on 4th August 1914,
Maori members of Parliament “declared
their desire of a Maori force going to
war.” The primary role in WWI of the
Maori Battalion was skilled labour, which
frustrated the men wo wanted to fight.
Almost 500 men were at the Avondale
racecourse for four months in 191415. They called the camp Waiatarua.

They came from all over
New Zealand, even from the
Chatham Islands.
The Patriotic League looked
into getting a piano for the
camp, as there were “a big
percentage of musicians”. It
was reported that among the
contingent was a composer
who intended to sit for the
second portion of his Bachelor
of Music degree.
With primitive sanitation
conditions, things were not
ideal. Then a case of typhoid
occurred in the area and the press
announced that typhoid had
broken out in the camp. This “The morning toilet: A snapshot at the Mounted Rifles Camp at
could have led to the Battalion’s Avondale.” May 1912, Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections
(AWNS-19120509-12-02) (Price Photo Co.)
farewell from Auckland being
muted. The next time Avondale racecourse (excluding the war critical coal miners).
would be used as a training camp, the Army
JC Neill in his 1922 book on the NZ
took great pains to dig extensive drainage Tunnelling Company, suggested that the
lines which for decades would have the local choice of Avondale for training was “the
residents certain that tunnels had been dug grossest of blunders” choosing an area “within
under the racecourse.
easy reach of New Zealand’s largest and gayest
The Pioneer Battalion went to Gallipoli city.” The effect was described as shaking up
on 3 July 1915. By August the contingent Auckland as it had never been shaken before.
was reduced from 677 officers and men The men were skilled miners and tradesmen,
to only 60. This later rose to 132 after so the training was military – saluting, dress,
the return of sick and wounded. By April military law, health and sanitation.
1916 the battalion was in France digging
The NZ Tunnelling Corp of Engineers
trenches, being the original troops to earn left Avondale on 18 December 1915. In
the name “diggers” from the British.
JC Neill’s opinion, “the only enthusiasm
The Tunnellers
the citizens [of Auckland] showed to the
One of the more bizarre methods of company was when they bade it farewell”.
warfare in desperate battles of WWI was
In France they made their mark first at the
tunnelling under enemy lines to try to Labyrinth north of Arras. They were credited
blow them up. Initiated by the Germans, with the discovery of old underground
both sides quickly became involved quarries from the seventeenth century.
in underground warfare, sometimes
Based on the Trilogy of Essays, They
encountering the enemy in the tunnels.
Trained Beside the River, 2009, by Lisa
Responding to calls from the British, NZ J Truttman. With thanks to Lisa for her
raised its own Tunnelling Corp from miners help and guidance.

Shalini Shandil M: 027 629 4410
Email: shalini@eclipseinsurance.co.nz
Website: eclipseinsurance.co.nz

Specialising in:
• Home loans • House & contents insurance • Refinancing
• Vehicle insurance • Debt consolidation • All other commercial insurance
Your local Insurance and Mortgage Advisers serving the local community for over 15 years.

Call us for a free no obligation review

4 • April 2020 | www.bhb.nz

Back in the Day

New Windsor: the
beginnings of a suburb
Why is that suburb just north of
Blockhouse Bay and east of Avondale
called “New Windsor”? The name and
the suburb’s boundaries were gazetted
in 1984, New Windsor being one of
the very few parts of Auckland with
that formality.
But before 1984, there was the school
of the same name from 1957, in the days
when even the local post office was known
as “Avondale East”. Before the school, there
was the road, the name “New Windsor
Road” settled on by the mid 1890s
(with “Old Windsor Road” in Avondale
becoming Wingate Street in the 1930s.)
Before the road, there was “New Windsor,
immediately at the back of Mt Albert”
according to enthusiastic early 1880s land
advertisements. Ultimately, though, there
was the “Township of New Windsor”,
offered for sale in 1865, also known just
as the “Township of Windsor at Whau
Bridge,” which happened to include part of
what we know today as the south-western
side of New Windsor, from Blockhouse
Bay Road through to a line between
Mulgan and Mary Dreaver Streets.
The name may have been chosen by
the land owner at the time, John Shedden
Adam, or by the auctioneers working
for him, Mabin & Graham. The Royal
associations of the choice of name are
beyond doubt, and probably helped the
success of Adam’s sale.
Most of what we know as New Windsor
was sold by the Crown in the 1845-1848
period, with the exceptions of Allotments
82 (Tiverton St to Margate Road) and 78
(roughly Mary Dreaver to Terry Streets)
which were sold in pieces in the 1880s.

Scottish and grandly-named New Zealand
Manukau and Waitemata Land Company.
But as it turned out Cornwallis wasn’t
a township at all, and Adam along with
many of his fellow immigrants who had
been taken in by the scheme took up land
elsewhere from the Crown in exchange
for their useless acres. Adam ended up
on St Georges Road in Avondale, and
grew potatoes for a time until he decided
he’d had enough and moved to Australia
in 1845. There, he would remain for the

rest of his days, pursuing a successful
career as a draughtsman, involved with
Presbyterian Church governance, and as a
philanthropist.
Adam purchased his additional
properties in Avondale and what would
become New Windsor in October 1845,
after he had already left this colony
for Tasmania, quite likely just as an
investment. Apart from perhaps approving
the “New Windsor” name though, he had
little to do with the area’s story.

John Shedden Adam – the man
who named “New Windsor”
John S Adam arrived on the Jane Gifford
in 1841 along with his sister Elizabeth,
keen to take up the land promised to
him at the township of Cornwallis by the

Map detail from the 1890 County of Eden map, Roll 46, Land Information New Zealand
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Astley/Dickey Homestead, unknown date, Avondale-Waterview Historical Society collection

Another land investor who came to
be interested in the area was Dr Samuel
Ford, who was in Kororareka (Russell) at
the time of the Northern War of 1845.
Taking refuge in Auckland, he purchased
a considerable amount of the western
isthmus of Auckland, including land
on the eastern side of New Windsor
Road, from Brydon Place to John Davis
Road. His land, like that still owned by
the Crown, was subdivided for sale into
farmlets in the 1880s.
This was when Wolseley (Wolverton)
and Garnet (Tiverton) Streets were
formed and named by the Avondale
Road Board, after Sir Garnet Wolseley,
one of the British Empire’s military
heroes in Africa.

Elijah Astley’s grand house on
the hill
In Chorley, Lancashire, towards the
end of 1879, a tanner named Elijah
Astley began to make plans for his family’s
journey to the colony of New Zealand.
Born in 1834, Astley ran a leathermaking business which supplied the
town’s bootmakers and belts for the local
factories. He had married Cicely Whittle

in 1858 (his second marriage), and they
had had nine children by the time they
boarded the ship to New Zealand; the
tenth was born on the way. The family
took up lodgings in Grafton Road, just
off Symonds Street, but were only there
two weeks before they attracted attention
in the newspapers for a chimney fire
which created such a blaze and cloud of
smoke someone rang the Princes Street
fire bell. This caused the Fire Brigade
to spend quite some time trying to find
the fire, looking all over Princes Street,
Bowen Avenue and Symonds Street for
it. Astley wasn’t aware how dirty the
chimney had been, and later told the
magistrate he contacted a chimney sweep
immediately after he and neighbours put
out the fire. He was let off all charges
without penalty.
According to the family’s descendants,
Astley and his sons worked first for the
Ireland Brothers’ tannery at Panmure,
then at the Gittos family tannery up until
1883 when that business had to shut
down in Avondale, and took another 18
months to start operations again, this
time at Westmere. In 1881-1882, Astley
purchased land at New Windsor from

Robert Greenwood in two transactions,
fronting New Windsor Road from
the corner with Maioro Street to just
opposite the Tiverton Road junction.
There the family commissioned builder
Thomas Edward Greep and local farmer
Benjamin Johnson to build the family’s
new home which exists to this day.
The two-storey English Colonial style
building was the size it was, most likely,
to accommodate the large Astley family.
Around 1888, Astley set up his
own tannery business, with his sons,
on Portage Road alongside the Whau
Creek in New Lynn. The buildings were
destroyed by fire in 1903, but were
replaced quickly. However, Cicely Astley
died in 1904, and Elijah passed away in
1905. The business Elijah Astley began
in New Lynn, though, lasted through
most of the rest of the century.
Robert Dickey from Penrose bought
the house in 1918, and the Dickey
family retained it until 1958, which is
why many today associate the house with
them, rather than the Astleys. These days,
though, the Astley/Dickey house is mostly
hidden behind trees and other structures.
By Lisa Truttman
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Urban Walking Festival 2020
Everyone has a different story to tell
about their place, and a different way
to tell it. Over the next month you’ll be
able to experience three different ways
of looking at Avondale through guided
walks as part of the Urban Walking
Festival 2020 as well as participate in
what according to Jon Turner is “the
best bush walk in Tāmaki Makaurau”.
Local resident Rajeev is leading a photo
walk through the Avondale town centre
on the 18th of April. He invites you to
bring your phone and, with his guidance
and some photography tips, take photos
of the town centre, recording the streets
and people you love. This walk is ideal
for people who want to learn to use their
phone cameras better. Walk starts at 10 am.
On ANZAC day you can take the
opportunity to learn more about the long
history of the armed forces in Avondale. Our
host, John Subritzky, is passionate about
local history and specialises in mechanised
military transportation. He will be assisted

Deborah Russell
MP for New Lynn

Community catch ups
As your local MP, I’m keen to keep in touch to
discuss local issues, government policy,
Justice of the Peace applications and
proposed changes to legislation. If you would
like to discuss any of these matters, please
contact my office on 09 820 6245, or email me
at newlynn.mp@parliament.govt.nz

by Living History Reenactor Brett Curtis, who
will give children (and
interested adults) the
opportunity to participate
in a military drill. Walk
starts at 2pm.
Our final walk in
Avondale is a Walking
Wānanga on Saturday
the 2nd of May at 2pm. Kia ora Avondale walk led by HoopLa in 2019 for the Urban Walking
It focusses on the on the Festival. Photo by Jody McMillan.
whakapapa, oral histories and movements Development that revolves around local
of Tāmaki iwi through the Whau area and people celebrating their place, sharing
is led by Tamati Patuwai and Pita Turei.
what makes it special and advocating for
Over in Lynfield on Saturday 2nd what they love about it through walking
of May Jon Turner is leading a four and conversation. For more details and
hour walk along the beaches and cliff bookings visit urbanwalking.nz or
tops of Manukau coast departing from facebook.com/urbanwalkingfestival/
Manukau Domain and finishing at
The Urban Walking Festival is monitoring
Onehunga beach. The walk goes up and
the Covid19 situation. While we hope
down stairs and along the beach. A good to still be able to lead our walks we are
level of fitness is required as well as shoes investigating creating resources around
that can get wet and dirty.
the planned walks so that everyone can
All of the walks are part of the Urban still be inspired to walk our urban spaces
Walking Festival, an Auckland-wide even if we can’t walk together. Check
festival, presented by Panuku, Auckland online to keep up to date.

Classifieds
Karls Mowing. Lawns, hedges, weed spraying, garden tidy up, garden waste
removed. Reliable. Ph 022 199 3133
Temptation Cakes. Custom made cakes for all occasions. Free delivery by
mentioning this ad. www.temptationcakes.co.nz Ph 021 749 141

My office staff will assist you initially and,
if required, will arrange an appointment for
you to meet with me for a 15 minute
catch up. These appointments are held on
Mondays mornings at my electorate office 1885 Great North Rd, Avondale. The office
is accessible and handy to public transport.
/DeborahRussellLabour
@beefaerie

Authorised by Dr Deborah Russell,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington

Dr Nitin Raniga Orthodontist
BDS (Otago), DclinDent (Otago),
MOrth RSCEd, MRACDS (Orth)

6 Exminster Street, Blockhouse Bay
Ph: 09 627 3555

nitin@aucklandortho.co.nz
www.aucklandortho.co.nz
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Seniors hall transformed

Glovers Real Estate launches new office in Blockhouse Bay
The Senior Citizens’ Association
hall has maintained a high profile
in the past few months. It was sold
last December, and now the Senior
Citizens Assn Trustees have the task
of distributing funds. A call was made
last month for charitable organisations
that benefit seniors in the Blockhouse
Bay area to apply for funds (see last
month’s Beacon).
New owners Glovers Real Estate were
the successful purchasers of the building,
and after nearly three months of painting,
building work and decision making
the hall has been repurposed into a
contemporary new real estate office.
Glovers Real Estate was started in 1983
by Bill and Donna Glover, and is now in
its fourth decade of providing real estate
services to West Auckland. In 2013 the
company was purchased by Kay Niepold,
Sam Bellairs and Simon Bradley, all
of whom had been with the firm for
some time.
Having been established in Titirangi for
37 years, Glovers are excited to now offer
real estate services to the community in
and around Blockhouse Bay, with Simon
Bradley at the helm as manager. Simon
and his wife settled in Blockhouse Bay
when they arrived in 2006 and are happy
to be raising their family there. “We love
the suburb and everything it has to offer”,
says Simon.
Simon is proud of Glovers’ take on
helping people buy and sell homes. “All
our properties are priced,” he said, “and we
don’t do open homes or public auctions.
Instead we take potential buyers through
individually. This helps with negotiations
and to get to know buyers, and takes the
stress out of the process of selling a home,
for both seller and buyer.
“Our intention is to provide the best
personal real estate service. We love helping
sellers sell and buyers buy”, says Simon.
Simon also extends an open invitation
to pop in and see the renovations if you
are in the area or visiting the community
centre next door. “We’d be happy to catch
up for a chat and a cuppa”, he says.

Senior Citizens’ Hall gets a smart new makeover
as the new premises for Glovers Blockhouse Bay.
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Wolverton Street culvert
replacement project

Auckland Transport will start a project on
Wolverton Street, between Portage Road
and St Georges Road, in early May 2020.
Work is expected to take up to 18 months
to complete.

Toward New Lynn
during morning peak

Two aging culverts underneath Wolverton Street need to be
upgraded to reduce the risk of flooding.
Toward City/motorway during morning peak

These works are likely to impact traffic flows during peak
periods, however traffic management will be in place at all times. During construction, a ‘tidal flow’ traffic system will be in operation.
The tidal flow will allow for two lanes for vehicles travelling along the busier side of the road during peak travel periods.

Time to try a better way?
If Wolverton Street is part of your normal commute, you may face delays during the works.

Visit AT.govt.nz for more information, including public transport options

J005529_18.03.20

You might want to change when and how you travel along Wolverton Street. If you can, travelling off peak will be better.
Residents in New Lynn, Glen Eden, Green Bay, Kelston and Glendene may find the train more convenient. Train services
on the Western Line leave every 10 minutes during morning and afternoon peaks. For those traveling around the New Lynn
area, it could be a good time to use the bus, walk, or cycle.

