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Editorial

Property Rights Extinguished
Is this the deal of the century? The
government enables the racing
industry to ask the Avondale Jockey
Club (AJC) to hand over the Avondale
Racecourse - which is the club’s private
property - to the industry body. The
racing industry can then sell the
land and pocket the estimated $300
million. The AJC gets…nothing. That
is one sweet deal for one of them.
The winds of change are blowing
through the derelict old public stand at
Avondale Racecourse. The beleaguered
Avondale Jockey Club is in a David and
Goliath battle for survival. The AJC is
an incorporated society with about 250
mainly older members. A good race day
sees about 400 people at the course. In
recent years the club has struggled to
produce an annual cash surplus, but now
the existence of the club is under threat
because they own about 30 hectares of
prime Auckland real estate. The land
could be worth $300 million and has no
significant debt or encumbrances.
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AJC has plans for the future redevelopment of the racecourse

Since their first race day meeting on
Saturday 26 April 1890, the club has
overcome many difficulties, but now a
plan has been produced from the highest
levels of government to take their assets
without compensation.
The 2018 Messara Report proposed
radical changes. Patronage at racecourses
is in free fall and racing is facing strong
competition from overseas sports betting.
The NZ racing industry is already
undergoing huge structural reform and in
May it was bailed out by the government
with a $72.5m emergency rescue package.
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Most of this was needed to pull the Racing
Industry Transition Agency (RITA),
which operates the TAB, back from
imminent insolvency. “Of the immediate
grant, $26 million will be used by RITA to
pay its outstanding supplier bill, which it
hasn’t been able to do because of strangled
revenue,” Minister of Racing, Winston
Peters said.
The Racing Industry Bill is currently
working its way through parliament. It is
expected to be passed into law before the
September election. A significant part of
the bill deals with how to take over assets
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from about fifteen racecourses nationwide
that are deemed to be surplus to industry
needs. The mainly provincial tracks have
minimal capital value, but Avondale is the
massive exception.
The racing reforms will be mainly paid
for by declaring Avondale racecourse to
be surplus and sold, with the proceeds
“transferred” to the racing industry. The
AJC, the Avondale community and West
Auckland are expected to cover the cost
of nationwide reforms that will benefit
even the well-off clubs like Ellerslie and
Cambridge. The result that Avondale gets
is that we will lose 30ha of open green
space, ten sports fields, and the venue for
the iconic Avondale Markets. The Whau
Ward already has one of the lowest ratios
of green space of any ward in the city.
A select committee reviewed the bill and
there was significant concern expressed
about the provisions for asset transfers.
Several specific protections would require
the Minister to consider whether there are

special circumstances regarding the use
of the surplus venue by the community,
including not-for-profit use and historic
donations of land made to the venue by
the community. It is doubtful that any
of the nine proposed conditions apply
to Avondale. If agreement is not reached,
then a reviewer can be appointed to go
through the issues. Failing agreement,
then an Order in Council can be made
taking the assets.
Another criterion for club dissolution
and transfer of assets to the racing industry
is that the club is deemed to be no longer
racing by not holding a race day for two
years. The irony is that clubs who wish to
race are now being denied race days in the
coming season calendar by RITA. How
can a club stay active if it is not allowed
to host races? Along with fifteen other
clubs, Avondale has been excluded from
the calendar.
The AJC had already felt like the
unwanted
relative
after
previous

discrimination. They had fought industry
attempts to close the track in 2008-2009.
The lucrative weekend profit sharing race
days were taken away and AJC was left
with the minor midweek races that were
only expected to break even. Their season
was progressively shortened. Fixtures were
reduced from fifteen race days in 2015
to twelve race days in the following two
seasons. Then last season there were only
nine race days – the lowest possible level
under the NZ Thoroughbred Racing
(NZTR) funding model. Now there
might never be another horse on the track.
Unlike weekend races where clubs get
a commission for on-course betting, there
is neutral income from holding weekday
racing as AJC Treasurer Tracey Berkahn
explains: “NZTR’s policy that drives
racing activity, applying to all racetracks
in New Zealand, is a ‘command model’
designed to achieve various outcomes,
including that clubs holding weekday
events (‘industry days’) break even on
Continued over leaf
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Key points
• The Racing Industry bill will
enable the Avondale Jockey
Club’s privately owned assets
estimated at $300 million
to be transferred without
compensation to NZ Racing.
• It is expected that Avondale
racecourse will be developed
into intensive housing.
• The Avondale Markets and 10
sports fields will likely have to
relocate, possibly outside of
Avondale.
• The already limited amount of
green space in Whau will be
dramatically reduced.
Racing has a 120 year history at Avondale

those days and generate no income for
themselves. For Avondale JC (and many
others) commissions for the club from
the level of on-course betting are nonexistent.”
It is mindboggling that 180 years after
the Treaty of Waitangi was signed, that
now in 2020 there is a brand new law
being passed to enable private property
to be acquired with no compensation by
the Crown on behalf of a government
regulated sporting code. New Zealand
has spent three decades working through
trying to redress other historic injustices
so why create new ones where private
property rights are extinguished without
compensation?
The only dissent on the review
committee was from the Green Party who
added a minority view:
The Green Party acknowledges the
almost one-quarter of submitters who
raised important concerns about Subpart
2 of the bill, allowing the Minister
to approve the transfer of assets and
“surplus” venues from a local club to the
racing industry. The committee heard very
strong opposition from many country
clubs, in particular, who are largely
sustained by their local communities and
who fiercely dispute the view that they
are a drain on the industry as a whole.

We heard different visions for the future
of racing in Aotearoa New Zealand: one
that embraces a diversity of racecourses
and supports trainers and community
participation around the country, and
another more heavily invested in a smaller
number of “strategic” venues providing
all-weather tracks and high-stake races. A
majority of submitters, who are less likely
to be negatively affected by any transfer of
assets, supported the second view. There
is a very clear disagreement within the
industry that needs to be resolved, and
is not, in our view, convincingly resolved
by the evidence. The Green Party believes
industry leaders need to better engage
with and understand the role and value
of smaller clubs within the industry as a
whole as well as their communities.
It really is starting to look like the
AJC is doomed. The Racing Industry
Bill reflects the New Zealand First Party
policy on racing. This policy is part of
the Coalition Agreement that put Labour
into power. Winston Peters is Minister
of Racing and he is the sponsor of the
Bill. As Minister, he will be making the
decisions on club asset transfers once the
bill is passed into law.
Deborah Russell, MP for New Lynn,
wants to retain some of the community
use of the site. In June 2019 she said

that her major concern was protecting
community amenities such as sports
facilities and the markets based at the
site. Beacon asked her how this could
be achieved politically, and Deborah
responded that as a back-bench MP, she
has limited options. The reality is that
even the Prime Minister could be unable
to prevent the sacrifice of the AJC without
destabilising the coalition government.
At Auckland Council level, the property
arm Panuku has been foreshadowing the
conversion of the racecourse into higher
density housing. Panuku’s Avondale
Town Centre Regeneration plan 2017
looked at the AJC site’s strategic value for
a quality master planned development.
In the interim a specific proposal was
that connections to Avondale would be
created to future proof access should that
area need to be developed.
Cr Tracy Mulholland, Whau Ward,
has championed the development of a
council pool and recreation centre. Last
term, $105 million was provisioned for
this over the next decade. Acquiring
part of the racecourse land would be an
ideal opportunity to lock this project
in as part of the Avondale town centre
redevelopment. It would be another slap
in the face to Avondale ratepayers though
if they had to buy the land back once it
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Artist’s impression of housing development at Unitec. Is this the future of Avondale?

was transferred to the racing industry.
The racecourse saga is rapidly gaining
momentum with a range of possible buyers
lining up to profit from the misfortune of
the AJC. Politicians also want to be seen
to be advancing the housing development
of the racecourse. The only certainty is

that there will be little if any green space
left if the land is developed for intensive
housing. The Kainga Ora proposal for
236 new apartments for Highbury
Triangle is one example. Development of
apartments up to 12 floors on the similar
sized 28ha Unitech site in Mt Albert also

Now more
than ever local
businesses need
your support!

show how it could work out as the future
of Avondale.
With the likely changes to the
racecourse there could be positives for
the racing industry and for the ongoing
redevelopment of Avondale, but at what
cost to the AJC and local people?
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SPOTLIGHT ON LOCAL BUSINESS

Good News for Property Buyers
With the incredible global and local
challenges that have occurred recently
as we’ve navigated the fall-out of
Covid-19, much has changed, especially
related to the property market. This is a
topic that many people are concerned
about, largely because it’s not their area
of expertise and the perceived potential
to make the ‘wrong’ move and lose a lot
of money has people hesitant.
Wouldn’t it be great if we had a
crystal ball? Fortunately, for those of us
whose business it is to know about these
things, interpreting figures and trends
in the property world is all part of our
knowledge and expertise; it’s our job to
help property buyers understand and
make sound choices.
If you’ve missed out what has happened so
far this year, this is what you need to know:

•	
The Official Cash Rate (OCR) was
moved down to 25 basis points and will
likely to remain until end of the year.
It is expected to go down further next
year and perhaps into the negative.
•	
1-year fixed interest rates are at all
time low at 2.65%; some banks are
offering 2.55%.
•	The long-term rates are lower, however
the 1 year fixed rate is the more
attractive option.
•	
The Reserve Bank has removed the
Loan to Value Ratio (LVR) restriction
however the banks have not made
any changes to their lending criteria.
Lending criteria remains the same
for first home buyers although
some banks are more flexible with
investment properties and accepting
80% LVR on a case-by-case basis.

This current situation is a great
opportunity for first home buyers
who have been waiting to get onto the
property ladder; houses are now more
affordable and interest rates are low.
At the same time this is also a great
opportunity for existing owner-occupiers
to upsize.
On the flip side things may have become
harder for some first home buyers with
lower KiwiSaver balances, job security,
change in employment prospects or more
hoops to jump through to get credit or
loan approval.
If you are wanting to get onto the
property ladder, then the first step is to talk
to your local mortgage broker. Whether
you looking to buy, refinance or just chat,
we are here to listen and guide you.
Shalini Shandil

Dr Nitin Raniga Orthodontist
BDS (Otago), DclinDent (Otago),
MOrth RSCEd, MRACDS (Orth)

6 Exminster Street, Blockhouse Bay
Ph: 09 627 3555

Our offer of $1,000 towards
your house insurance for all
mortgages over $500,000
through Eclipse is here to
stay. Also, refer your friends
and family to us and receive a
$250 Prezzy Card when they
sign up with Eclipse.

nitin@aucklandortho.co.nz
www.aucklandortho.co.nz

Shalini Shandil M: 027 629 4410
Email: shalini@eclipseinsurance.co.nz
Website: eclipseinsurance.co.nz

Specialising in:
• Home loans • House & contents insurance • Refinancing
• Vehicle insurance • Debt consolidation • All other commercial insurance
Your local Insurance and Mortgage Advisers serving the local community for over 15 years.

Call us for a free no obligation review

www.bhb.nz | July 2020 • 7

Lynfield Entrepreneur’s Big New Venture
Vinod Kumar’s dad was a canny
businessman. He couldn’t read or write,
but that didn’t seem to be a problem.
He knew tailoring, and he knew people,
and he knew what they wanted. He
could see gaps in the market and trends
in fashion, and would set out to meet
those needs before they were known.
Dad though, had the foresight of
educating his children.
As a young man Vinod came to
Auckland in 1975 to study civil
engineering, returning seven years later
with his diploma and a couple of years’
internship under his belt to take up a
position with Fletcher Construction on
the Denarau project. He loved the work
and never counted the hours.
After four years, Vinod applied for
permanent residency in New Zealand, but
always with the intention to eventually
return to the ‘good life’ in Fiji. He began
working for Hawkins Construction in
January 1987, then in May that year Fiji
was thrown into turmoil with the coup
d’état led by Lieutenant Colonel Sitiveni
Rabuka. It was decided after watching
events unfold that the remaining family
– Vinod’s parents and siblings – should
move to New Zealand.
He couldn’t afford to buy a home with
interest rates at 23%, so he decided to
build his own home. He purchased land
in Blockhouse Bay and designed and
built it over 18 months after work and at
weekends, with a budget of $50,000. Upon
completion it was valued at $250,000.
Two years later the recession of 1989
hit. Vinod knew it was only a matter of
time before he lost his job, so with the
future in mind - and despite his wife’s
doubts – he purchased a Mitre 10 store in
Henderson using his house as collateral.
His thinking was that as an engineer he
knew hardware, so he could sell it.
Turns out he could, and his business
grew, eventually outgrowing the premises.
Vinod then built the first purpose-built
Mitre 10 in the country. He started
importing at a time when Mitre 10 was
100% buying local, introducing kitchens,
flooring and lighting departments, and
imported Formica benchtops from the
UK. He got a local factory to build the
kitchen cabinets. Kitchens became one of

Vinod Kumar and his daughter Akshita Nama

the top five departments in Mitre 10.
Vinod then built a Mitre 10 in
Westgate. It was one of the first business
in the area, virtually sitting alone in a
paddock, but Vinod predicted that it
would do well because of its proximity
to farmers in the area. Turns out he was
right about that too. Mark Gunton had
plans to build the Westgate shopping
centre some years later, but brought his
plans forward because the Mitre 10 store
was doing so well.
Then Bunnings came along. Mitre
10 originated in Australia and had 650
stores there, all privately owned. When
Bunnings came on the scene, they closed
down one by one.
Vinod called all the Auckland region
owners together and asked them, “Who’s
going to close their shop first?” He had
a plan to fight Bunnings by importing
in bulk and working together. The team
travelled the world looking at big box
stores eventually coming up with the
concept of Mitre 10 Mega, and Vinod put
his hand up to build the first one. Mitre
10 are still ahead of Bunnings today.
Over the years Vinod gathered many
contacts from his travels around the
world, and for several years nurtured the

idea of opening a furniture store – he even
had the land. He sold out of Mitre 10 and
set about financing his next big idea. In
spite of his solid history, no banks would
lend him the money to build the massive
furniture and homeware retail store he
had in mind.
He decided to sell the property and use
that to finance the operations. A syndicate
of 250 mum and dad investors were
found, and Nido was finally on its way.
With a ten-year incubation from idea
to opening, Nido, the biggest retail store
in the country finally opened its doors in
Henderson on Queen’s Birthday Weekend.
The whole Kumar family is involved in
operations: Daughter Akshita is head of
marketing, her husband Paresh is head
of retail and customer experience and her
sister Rachna looks after payroll. Vinod’s
brother is a buyer and investor, sister
Sunita is a chartered accountant and her
husband Pravin is head of IT. This is a
family with a very useful skill base!
Sitting with this softly spoken Lynfield
man in a local café, now poised on the
biggest venture of his life, hearing him
describe his time spent in his dad’s tailor
shop in Lautoka, Fiji and it’s not hard to see
that the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.
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WHAU LIBRARIES LINE-UP
Did you know…

Each of our libraries have their own page within the
Auckland Libraries website? Simply Google your library’s
name, eg “Avondale Library” to find your library’s page.
Once there you will see all the services and upcoming events
for that library.
Our libraries also have their own individual Facebook
pages as well. Make sure you follow them to stay up to date
with all their activities and notices.

Opening hours:
Mon-Fri 9am-6pm; Saturday 10am-4pm; Sunday 12pm-4pm;
(New Lynn 10am-4pm)

Avondale Library

Whau Makerspace

Makerspaces are areas in our libraries where you can make
all sorts of things, like robots, apps, digital music and 3D
printing. Try something new and connect with people who
have similar interests. The Whau Makerspace rotates between
Avondale, Blockhouse Bay and New Lynn libraries.
Here’s the rotation for July:
• BHB: Ultimaker 2 3D printer and laptop for printing 3D
designs
• New Lynn: Laptops for game design, music-making and
3D design
• Avondale: Robotic Cubelet kits for making robots
Google “Whau Makerspace” to find out more.

Wed 15th 2pm-3pm Light Box Drama!
Create your own silhouette light box and
tell a story. *Bookings required.
Fri 17th 2pm-3.30pm Love LEGO?
Play and create with our Avondale library
LEGO collection.
Sat 18th July 10.30am 11.30am Let your
light shine and create a Matariki lantern.
*For bookings email avondalelibrary@
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

93 Rosebank Road
July 1 – July 19th Heavenly Glass – Angels
with Attitude. Local artist Genevieve
Berthet has a display of her beautiful work
in our library until 19 July.

Shine Bright: School holiday activities
Tues 7th 11am – 12pm Light up your
home with a beautiful suncatcher craft.
Thurs 9th 1.00pm – 2.30pm Maori Flax
Weaving with Evelyn White. It’s Matariki!
Watch an expert in action and try your
hand at flax weaving. Adults and children
5+ welcome.
Friday 10th and Friday 17th 10am -12pm
Explore our Makey Makey invention kit
that allows you to connect everyday objects
to computer programs.
Sat 11th 10.30am-11.30 am Make
and design a Matariki badge on our
badgemaking machine.
Mon 13th 11am-12pm Create a Matariki
star card and send someone a Maori New
Year message.
Tues 14th and Thurs 16th 3pm -4.30pm
Come and experiment with our robotic
Cubelets.

July

Shine Bright: School holiday activities
Sat 4th – Sun 19th Shine bright – know
more, glow more! Where will the Magic
Tree House take you these school holidays?
Read a Magic Tree House book and add
your self-portrait to the giant tree. Earn
medals by testing your general knowledge
on the Kids’ Adventure website.
Wed 15th 10:00am-12:00pm join in
the fascinating Being Brainy science
experiments with Brain Research New
Zealand, for children 5-11 years. No
bookings required.
Sat 18th 10:30-11:30am Magic tree house
mission game. Kids 7-11 years, younger
children welcome if accompanied by adult
or older child as partner.

Blockhouse Bay Library
578 Blockhouse Bay Road

Matariki
Sat 20th June – Wed 15th July Win a
prize of $100 Countdown voucher and a
Merge cube. Just borrow any Māori book
or e-book from Auckland Libraries, or use
the QR code to watch a Matariki video.
Ask at your local library how to enter, or go
to www.aucklandlibraries.govt.nz.
Sat 27th Jun – Wed 15th July Learn how
to make a Matariki star by watching a howto clip on our TV. Resources supplied.
Sat 4th 2-3 pm Make a star constellation
projector for Matariki. For kids aged
4-10. This is a whānau/family event so
parents stay and join in with your children.
Bookings are not required.

New Lynn War Memorial Library
3 Memorial Drive

Matariki
Come and check out the wonderful Matariki
display in our library. See Recommended
Reading on p9 for some Matariki reads.
Sat 18th 10am-12pm Information Fair.
Looking for work? Need help? New Lynn
Library is holding an event to connect
our community with the services to help
people find a job.
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WHAU LIBRARIES LINE-UP
New Lynn War Memorial Library
Thur 23 and Thur 30th 11.30am-1pm
Rongoā Workshops – Maori healing
and medicine – this workshop provides
a peek in the world of Rongoā Rākāu;
Traditional Plant medicine. Exploring a
selection of native plants and discuss key
philosophies, principles, and processes of
Rongoā. No booking.

School Holiday Activities:
Mon 6th and Mon 13th 10.30 – 11am
Rhymetime. Join us in the library these
holidays for music and movement for
children aged 18 months to 3 years.
Wed 8th 10.30-11.30pm. Worm Farming
for Children. A hands-on introduction to
worm farming for children and their families.

Recommended reads
Children and Teens

Enjoy reading or singing along in te reo
Māori with Matariki by Sharon Holt, or
visit Sharon’s Te Reo Singalong YouTube
channel and see and hear the story told
in New Zealand sign language.
Wondrous Rex by Patricia MacLachlan
is a gentle, magical story about a Labrador
retriever who helps Lily become a writer.
Float by Laura Martin - Emerson has
superpowers and he can float…he just
can’t do it very well and risks floating
away into space.
Bloom by Kenneth Oppel starts with
rain containing seeds, seeds that sprout
overnight, and invade absolutely
everywhere.
A castle in the clouds by Kerstin Gier
is set in the Swiss mountains in an old
grand hotel steeped in tradition and faded
splendour. Sophie works at the hotel as an
intern, facing unexpected problems and
mysterious guests who are not who they
pretend to be.

Adults

The last hours by Minette Walters.
1348 England during the Black Death.
Sir Richard has left to offer a dowry for
his daughter to another lord. On the
way home his entourage is struck down
by the Plague. His wife Lady Anne shuts

Come and discover how easy it is! Confirmed
participants will receive a $40.00 discount
toward the purchase of a composting system
that can be redeemed online. Proudly
supported by Auckland Council and
delivered by the Compost Collective.

July
Experience. A truck filled to the brim
with the most wonderful and whimsical
collection of egg cups you’ll ever see.
A coin donation is appreciated, and all
proceeds go to Hospice.

Register through the Compost
Collective website:
www.compostcollective.org.nz/events/
worm-farming-for-children-new-lynn/
Wed 15th 10.30-11.30am Bug Talk with
an Entomologist. Discover the wonderful
world of insects with Morgane, a local
entomologist. A great family event to learn,
discover, and enjoy together.
Thur 16th 10.00-11.00am
The
Eggcellent Egg Cup Experience. Come
and visit Johnny’s Eggcellent Egg Cup

the gates to them, as she doesn’t want to let
the contagion in and keeps the quarantine
until they start running out of food. Walters
captures the superstition, fear and ignorance
prevalent in the period as well as social
norms and attitudes. Some nice twists and
turns, plus a murder make this a real page
turner. If you enjoy this there is a sequel
(‘Turn of midnight’).
Breaking and entering: the extraordinary
story of a hacker called ‘Alien’ by Jeremy
N. Smith is definitely an eye opener. She is
a white hat hacker which means she is hired
by banks and corporations to seek out their
vulnerabilities before the criminals do. The
story of her years at MIT and the next 20
years are fascinating and compelling. Her
exploits are interesting and give insight into
the hacker mentality.

Matariki

Matariki: The Star of the Year by Rangi
Mataamua is available to read in both te reo
Māori and English. It expounds the Tūhoe
knowledge Mataamua was passed down
from his grandfather, astronomer Te Kōkau
Himiona Te Pikikōtuku. Mataamua’s
sharing of this mātauranga seeded the
general population’s awareness of the
two stars Pōhutukawa and Hiwaiterangi,
changing the understanding from a
European ‘Seven Sisters’ perception to the
now more established nine stars. This is an
indepth book describing the qualities of

the stars, the tohu of Matariki, and a very
handy table of the constellations descent
and rising times until 2050.
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What’s happening
Online community calendar at www.bhb.nz

CLASSIFIEDS
Karls Mowing Lawns, hedges, weed spraying,
garden tidy up, garden waste removed.
Reliable. Ph 022 199 3133.
Cake pop truffles, cupcakes, fudge
$15-$29. Free local delivery by mentioning this
ad. temptationcakes.nz@gmail.com
Ph 09 625 1885.
Personal Trainer / Pilates Instructor
Adele Griffin, 021 101 4476. Supporting your
journey to a healthier lifestyle. Green Bay /
Ellerslie www.gofitness.nz
Marty’s Mowing Services Lawns, hedges,
spraying, tidying, garden waste removed.
Private & body corporates. Refs. available.
Ph 021 491 255

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS:
BHB = Blockhouse Bay
GB = Green Bay
NL = New Lynn
CC = Community Centre
BHBCC = Blockhouse Bay Community Centre,
524 BHB Rd, BHB.
GBCH = Green Bay Community House,
1 Barron Drive, Green Bay.
NLCC = New Lynn Community Centre,
45 Totara Ave, NL
Term time = operates during school term time only.

Tue 14th Rangimatariki 6am-8.30am, Rosebank
Domain, 126 Patiki Rd, Avondale. Join storyteller Pīta
Turei on the knoll of Rangimatariki from where there
is a view to the eastern horizon where the matariki
constellation can be seen. Observe matariki rising
and listen to Pīta share histories of Tāmaki. As dawn
emerges, hikoi out to Motu Manawa across the mud
flats. Presented by Te Uru as part of Walking About,
proudly supported by Whau Local Board. Register on
Eventbrite.
Sat 18th New Lynn Lions Monthly Book Sale
8.00 am to 4.00 pm at New Lynn Friendship Club,
3063 Gt Nth Road, New Lynn (down the driveway).
All books, DVDs, CDs, videos and jigsaw puzzles just
$1. Magazines 5 for $1. Drop off books for donation
Thursdays between 9 & 11am or on the day.
Sun 19th Antiques Fair 9.30am-2pm at BHBCC.
Admission $2, proceeds to upkeep of
Armanasco House.
Sat 25th Community Market 7am-12noon at
BHBCC. 2nd & last Saturdays each month.
Iona Church Fair 38 Donavan St, BHB. Rain or
shine.Bargains galore; some very good quality
furniture, lots of white elephant goods.
BHB Village Market From 8.30am, along
mainstreet on BHB Rd. Contact Jodie Judd
manager@blockhousebay.org or ph 09 626 5081.
Last Saturday of each month.
Public meeting on education with Hon Nikki Kaye,
4:30-6pm at BHBCC.

JULY
Sat 4th – Sun 19th School Holidays
Sun 5th and Sun 12th Matariki celebrations
11am-2pm at the top of Mt Roskill/Puketapapa.
Activities: solar telescope with the Auckland
Astronomical Society, guided walking tour,
library bus free kawakawa tea, Koauau workshop
with Jeremy Cloake, games, education trail.
Search “Matariki on the Maunga” on Facebook
for more details.
Tue 7th Ruru Toy Making 10am-12pm at
NLCC. In this free workshop the ReCreators will
teach how to sew and make a cut ruru toy using
blanket, running and hidden seam stiches, and
how to make templates and finalise your designs.
Choose from diverse range of fabrics and
decorations. Aimed at kids 8-12, or 5-8 with an
adult. For tickets go to www.therecreators.co.nz.
Sat 11th Community Market 7am-12noon at
BHBCC. 2nd & last Saturdays each month.
Sun 12th Food Truck Sundays Brunch is Back
9am – 2pm at French Bay Yacht Club. A stunning
location for some of the best street food and live
music in Auckland. A zero-waste event, hosted by
www.lovestreetfood.co.nz.
Mon 13th Public meeting: Paul Goldsmith
National finance spokesman, talks about the
economy 6.30pm at Titirangi RSA. Hosted by Lisa
Whyte, National candidate for New Lynn.

Advertise your event here for
free! Email kerrie@bhb.nz
REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
Please check with the organisers for
details over holidays.

MONDAYS
Mandarin English bilingual storytime
10:30-11am at Avondale Library. Term time.
(Returns 20th July). New Lynn图书馆每周五的
中文故事会欢迎所有小朋友及家长的共同参
与。通过讲故事，唱儿歌，念童谣，一起度过
欢乐的30分钟。

TUESDAYS
Green Bay Community Playgroup
9:00am-11.30am at GBCH. $4 per family, under
6m free. Tues & Thurs, term time.
Wriggle & Rhyme for infants and toddlers
9:30am-10am, 10:30-11am at Avondale Library.
Term time (returns 21 July).

Armanasco House

BHB Village Market

AUGUST
Sat 1st Green Bay Neighbours Day ‘Working Bee’
10am-3pm at GBCH. Hey neighbours, we’d love for
you to give us a helping hand. Bring your own tools
(paint brushes, wheelbarrows, shovels, garden tools
etc). Morning tea & treats supplied!
Sat 1st Restoring our Whenua, 10.30am-12.30pm
EcoMatters, 1 Olympic Pl, New Lynn. Show & tell
of community native nursery, then tour established
native revegetation plantings at Olympic Park.
Free – tickets from Eventbrite.
Thu 6th Puketapapa Community Forum
6:30-8pm at Wesley Community Centre,
740 Sandringham Rd Extn, Mt Roskill.
Sun 9th Re:generate fashion market 10am-1pm,
Titirangi War Memorial Hall. Reuse, recycle & re-love.
A place to buy and sell pre-loved men’s and women’s
clothing and accessories. Find some great pre-loved
bargains and amazing vintage pieces. Rain or shine.
www.regenerate.net.nz.

Armanasco House is one of the Bay’s early settler
houses, and is open 10am-2pm for public interest
and information.
Greater Auckland Chorus We are an all-female
a cappella and barbershop chorus rehearsing
Tuesday nights in Epsom. Check out our website
for more details. www.greateraucklandchorus.com
Housie at the BHB Community Centre. Sales from
6.30pm. Starts 7.30pm till 10pm.
Western Districts Women’s Dinner Club
a group of ladies that meet monthly for dinner and
a speaker/entertainer at Bricklane Restaurant,
New Lynn. Visitors are very welcome. Ph Anne
021 293 3833 (or 627 1416) to book or for info.

Women’s Dinner
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REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
WEDNESDAYS

Wriggle & Rhyme
Wriggle & Rhyme for 0-2-year olds 9.30
@ BHB Library. Songs, rhymes and gentle
exercise to music for babies and toddlers.
Term time (returns 23 July).
Mainly Music for 0-4 yr olds. 9.30am
@ BHB Baptist, 504 BHB Rd. Singing, dancing,
craft, morning tea. Ph Mary 8289027.
Church Service with Communion 9.30am at
Church of the Saviour, 2 Kinross St, BHB.
“Best morning tea in the Bay”.
Friendship Centre All seniors welcome.
9.30am-12.30pm (term time only). Avondale
Baptist Church Hall, Cnr New North & BHB Bay
Rds. Ph 09 6315968 for further information.
Green Bay Art Group 9.30am-11.30pm at GBCH.
$2 donation, bring your own project along. All art
mediums & styles welcome. Term time.
Creative Colouring Class 9.30am-11.30pm at
GBCH. $2 donation, bring your own books and
materials. Term time.
Knitting and Crochet Group 9.30am-12noon
at GBCH. $2 donation. Swap patterns and share
ideas. Free lessons! Term time.
Rhymetime Storytime 10-10:30am at Avondale
Library. Term time (returns 22 July).
500 card game played 12.30-2.30pm at the
BHBCC. Friendly group, looking for more players.
Contact Noel Johnston on 627-8306.
Social Partner Dancing with Move Dance Co.
at BHBCC. No experience necessary and
no partners required. 7pm Beginners, 8pm
Intermediate followed by social dancing.
Beginners’ concession available, casual $15.
Ph Hannah, 021 576 210

THURSDAYS
Green Bay Community Playgroup 9-11.30am
at GBCH, $4 per family, under 6m free. Tues &
Thurs, term time.
Friendship Centre All seniors welcome
9.30am-12.30pm term time. BHB Baptist Church
Hall, 504 BHB Rd. Ph 09 6315968 for further
information.
Preschool Storytime 10.30 @ BHB Library. Free
and fun, learning literacy development through
stories and songs. Term time. (Returns 23 July)
Community Singers Blockhouse Bay practice
from 12.30-2.30pm at BHBCC, and sing at rest
homes monthly. Contact Dawn Carseldine on
ph 817 2405 or ruth52@outlook.co.nz
Knitting Circle 1-3pm at the BHB Library. BYO
knitting needles and wool, and join others in
these casual knitting group sessions for all levels.
Experienced knitters available to help.

FRIDAYS
Book Club 10:30am-12noon at BHB Library, third
Friday of the month (exc Jan). Come and join our
lively discussions about what you’ve been reading,
and find new books from the selection provided.
(Returns 17 July).
Food Pantry open 1-3pm at BHB Baptist Church.
Momiji Japanese Kids Playgroup 3.30pm
- 5.30pm at GBCH. First visit free. Contact
momojiplaygroupnz@gmail.com.

SATURDAYS
BHB-Lynfield Lions Club sausage sizzle 9am –
1pm for Lions Projects last Saturday each month
outside BHB ASB.
Family Storytime 11-11:30am at Avondale
Library. Term time (returns 25 July).
Free Dinner 2nd Saturday of the month,
5-7pm, at Iona Presbyterian Church hall,
38 Donovan St BHB. All welcome.
For more info phone 09-627 9845.

SUNDAYS

Social Partner Dancing
POWERtalk Waitakere meets 1st and 3rd Weds,
7.30pm, Kelston Community Centre, Awaroa
Rd, Glendene. Learn the public speaking skills
needed to be confident in front of others. Contact
Sheridan: 0272 828799 or (09) 828 7999.

Mandarin/English Storytime 2.15-2.45pm
at BHB Library. Term time (returns 26 July).
Blockhouse Bay 图书馆的中英文双语故事活
动可以让孩子们在轻松愉快的环境中学习
另一种语言和文化。我们提供多样化的活动
内容，包括
音乐舞蹈，讲故事，游戏和语言教学。这是
个免费的活动适合3岁以上的孩子们。每周
日下午2.15分到2.45分, 学校假期暂停。

SUNDAYS
Knitting Circle 2-4pm at BHB Library. BYO knitting
needles and wool, and join others in these casual
knitting group sessions for all levels. Experienced
knitters available to help.
Knitting and Crochet, fortnightly 3-5pm at GBCH.
Knitting and crochet for fun. Swap patterns and
share ideas. $2 donation.

CHURCH SERVICES
BHB Baptist, 504 BHB Rd. Ph 09-626 6980.
Sundays 10am Worship and teaching for all ages,
6.30pm worship, teaching and coffee.
BHB Community Church, 76 Dundale Ave, BHB.
Ph 09 626 6284. Sundays, 10.30 am service.
Church of the Saviour, 2 Heaphy St, BHB
Ph 09-627-8779. Sundays, 9am - Communion
service. 11am - Café Style church. 1.30pm Mandarin service. 4pm - Interdenominational
Service. 7pm - Intimate acoustic worship.
Iona Presbyterian Church, 38 Donovan Street, BHB
Ph. 09 627 9845. Sundays, 10am service.
Lynfield Community Church, 35 The Avenue,
Lynfield. Ph 09 626 4141. Sundays, 9:30am service.
St Dominic’s Catholic Church, 34 Bolton St, BHB
ph 09 626 6207. Weekend Masses: Saturday vigil
6:00pm; Sunday 9:30am. Weekday Masses: Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday 9:15am; Wednesday 7:00pm.

ANTIQUES &
ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES
COLLECTIBLES

FAIR
FAIR

munity Cen
he Com
t
t
t
A 9.30am - 2pm re

Sunday 24 July

Sunday
9.30am 19
– July
2pm

NOW INCLU
DES
LOCALLY
MADE CRA
FTS

Admission
only

$2

$2

Admission
Proceeds
to upkeep ofonly
Armanasco House
proceeds to upkeep of Armanasco House.
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What’s happening
6th Auckland Girls’ Brigade 6-8pm at Iona Church,
38 Donovan Street, BHB. All girls 5 years upwards
welcome. Contact Dorothy 027-275-9592 or
dorothy.findlay@xtra.co.nz.
Auckland Grey Power Assoc 577 BHB Rd, open
Monday to Friday 10.30 till 1pm, or by arrangement.
Ph: 626 0895 e: akgreypowerinfo@gmail.com.
Avondale Ladies Probus Club Meets 10am 4th
Friday of each month at Avondale Bapt. Church
lounge, cnr BHB Rd and New North Rd. Monthly bus
trips also. More info phone Beryl 626 5675.
BHB Historical Society Meets at 1pm on the
1st Wednesday, every second month, at BHCC.
Includes a guest speaker and trading table.
Contact Brian Goodwin on 09 626-5809 or
info@blockhousebayhistoricalsociety.com.
BHB Ladies Probus meets 10am to noon 2nd Friday
of each month (Feb to Dec) at BHBCC. Speakers
and morning tea. Outings available 4th Fridays. New
members welcome. Enquiries to Ann Stankovich,
09 817 8545, Norma Taylor 09 626 6267.
BHB-Lynfield Lions Club Dinner Meeting 3rd
Wednesday each month exc Dec-Jan, all welcome. Go
to www.bhbl-lions.org to find latest info and to book.
BHB Y’s Walking Club: Meet each Mon & Wed
at 8.30am at BHBCC. A different walk each week

including our monthly away trips where morning tea is
on us! For more info contact 626 3381 or 837 5441.
Iona Scouts Meet under the BHBCC. Keas (school yrs
1-3) 6-7pm Cubs (school yrs 4-6) 6.30-8pm Scouts
(school yrs 7-10) 6.30-8pm. Contact Colin (021 208
1103) for more info.
Inner Wheel Club of Mt Roskill: Meets 4th
Thursday monthly (except Nov/Dec), 7.30pm, Selwyn
Heights Village, Royal Oak. We are women who enjoy
fun, friendship, interesting speakers and fundraising
for charity. iwmtroskillmembership@gmail.com
www.iwmtroskill.weebly.com.
Ladies’ Friendship Club Meets 3rd Monday each
month, 1.30pm at Iona Community Hall, Donovan St,
BHB. Speakers, friendship, outings and afternoon
tea. Contac Lyn 627-9132
Lion Budokan Karate Classes Saturdays, 8-9am at
231 Whitney Street, BHB. Age 5 years and above. Visit
www.budokan.co.nz or call 09-972-2215 for more
details and for other options.
Lynfield Tennis Club Caters for all ages and standards
of play, from beginners to advanced with coaching,
social play, club championships and inter club. Located
on The Avenue, Lynfield (opp Countdown). For more
information visit www.lynfieldtennis.co.nz
New Lynn Tennis Club Wednesdays 4pm (age 7-10),
5pm (age 11+). Sundays 9am (age 7-10), 10am (age
11+). 13 Fruitvale Rd, New Lynn. Ph Tracy on
021 806 992 or email tennisnewlynn@gmail.com

POWERtalk Waitakere Meets 1st & 3rd Weds,
7.30pm, Kelston Community Centre, Awaroa Rd,
Glendene. Join us to learn the public speaking skills
needed to be confident in front of others. Contact
Sheridan: 0272 828799, or (09) 828 7999.
Titirangi U3A (includes BHB, Green Bay, Glen
Eden, Kelston & New Lynn) for those aged 50+.
Meets 4th Tuesday of the month (Jan-Nov),
1pm at West Lynn Gardens, 73 Parker Avenue,
New Lynn. Guest speakers, study/hobby groups
-keep learning. Contact 817 5519 or
maggie.u3a.titirangi@gmail.com.
West Auckland Districts Tramping Club The club
tramps most Sundays, meeting at Glen Eden. For
full details check out the activities calendar at
www.westaucklandtrampingclub.co.nz.
Western Districts Women’s Dinner Club A
group of ladies meeting 2nd Tuesday each month
for dinner and a speaker/entertainer at Bricklane
Restaurant, New Lynn. Ph Anne 021 293-3833 or
627-1416 to book or for info.
Western Quilters’ Circle 7:30pm at Kelson
Community Centre. Meets last Tuesday of the
month, exc December. Contact Michelle Dawson on
021 148 6888 for more info.
Western Wolves American Football Club Juniors
13-16 years, Colts 17-19 years, Womens 17+ open
grade, Premier Men 20+ open grade. Further info
contact club manager on 021 455 803.

Have your say
on the future
of Whau
Our local board has come up with a three-year plan outlining the key initiatives we want to focus
on to help our communities thrive and support the recovery from the impacts of COVID-19.
Now we need your help to check if we’ve got it right.
So love local and get vocal about your community by having your say. Submissions must be received by
4pm, Thursday 13 August.
For more information, a copy of the draft Whau Local Board Plan 2020 and to provide your feedback go to
akhaveyoursay.co.nz/lovelocal

.
Toget her we can love local

20-PRO-2052_TB_1

CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
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Good Progress on Butterfly Habitat
Over ten years ago I discovered
monarchs sheltering in a tall macrocarpa
tree (Cupressus macrocarpa) during
the winter in the Blockhouse Bay
Recreational Reserve. Several other
people, including Dennis Lincoln, were
keen to make the area more attractive for
the butterflies so volunteers have been
working hard to beautify a small area of
bush, eliminating weeds and planting
host plants and flowers.
The Whau Local Board has been very
supportive and a group of Year 12-13
students from Auckland International
College have come weekly as part of
their International Baccalaureate diploma
programme. The school aims to educate
the whole person and one component is
that they must give their time to provide
service to others in the community.
We also get tremendous support from
retailers such as Daltons (compost and

Neville Wright, Kerri McCabe, Pam Wood,
Wendy Michell, Christine Whitmore, Jacqui
Knight and helper Clyde with the new sign.

bark chip) and Bunnings (stakes and
bulbs) to name a few.
The long, hot summer gave us an
opportunity to cover weeds with cardboard
and mulch. Most of the persistent weeds

(like wild strawberry and buttercup) are
smothered and the combination of carbon
and nitrogen feeds the soil.
Amongst the swan plants are
Muehlenbeckia (for the coppers) and
clover (for the blues) as well as flowering
plants… all for the butterflies.
An interpretative sign (including ‘Please
don’t pick the flowers’) was installed last
month.
The next working bee is scheduled for
10am Sunday 12 July. We have organised
some interesting speakers who will talk to us
about rats, the Whau River, the iNaturalist
app, and butterflies. If the weather’s wet we
will meet at the tennis club.
If you are keen to help out in this
garden, please contact the volunteer
group via Facebook: “Blockhouse Bay
Recreation Reserve Butterfly Habitat”.
Jacqui Knight, AKA Madam Butterfly

School Open Days

Auckland International
College Alumni at Oxford
Auckland International College (AIC) focuses on academic
excellence and preparing students for admission to the top
universities throughout the world.
We always love to see alumni when they come back to NZ to
visit, and one positive aspect of the coronavirus outbreak is that
many AIC alumni have flown home to wait out Covid-19.
In early June two illustrious alumni came to see their old teachers
and catch up with support staff at AIC. Gillian Xie and Eddie
Wu, both from the class of 2017 are currently at the University
of Oxford.
Gillian is studying Philosophy, Politics and Economics. We
asked her if she was surrounded by brilliance and she laughed and
said “Well, Malala* is in my year doing the same degree, so it’s easy
to feel ordinary around people like her”.
Eddie Wu was on an exchange to Oxford from Swathmore
College in the US, when Covid-19 suspended classes in both
places. Eddie is studying Economics and Statistics at Swathmore
and earning credits at Oxford.
If any New Zealand high school students want to ask about life
at Oxford or Swathmore, please get in touch with AIC; we could
put you in touch with Gillian or Eddie. We’re sure they’d be happy
to talk; they haven’t got much else to do at the moment!
*Pakistani activist for female education and the youngest Nobel Prize laureate

Academics thrive here. Small classes. Great teachers.
Come and check us out.
Every day is an open day at AIC
www.aic.ac.nz | ph 09 3094480 | admissions@aic.ac.nz
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Senior housing design builds connection
Kāinga Ora is playing its part in the
regeneration of Avondale’s town centre
by confirming its plans to build a new
housing development for older people
known as Highbury Triangle. Deputy
Chief Executive Construction and
Innovation Patrick Dougherty says
it’s exciting to have recently lodged
resource consent for this significant
development.
“Kāinga Ora tenants, just like the rest of
the population, are living longer,” Patrick
says. “As well as providing warm and dry
homes, this complex has been specifically
designed to meet the health, social, and
wellbeing needs of our older tenants.”
The development, which is located
between Great North Road and
Community Lane, is expected to include
236 homes, which will predominately be
made up of a state housing complex for
older people, alongside a component of
market homes and commercial space.
It will be contained within five
apartment buildings, spanning six to
eight levels. Four of the apartment blocks,
or 81 percent of the development, will be
retained for state housing. These homes
enable tenants to live independently, or
with some assistance, as required.
The proposed operating model
includes day-to-day management of the
buildings and a linkage manager who can
refer tenants to specialist care providers.
The four state housing blocks and all
exterior areas will be accessible for people
with mobility needs. The development
will also include adaptable design for
people with deafness or hearing needs,
intellectual or developmental disabilities,
mental health disabilities, learning
disabilities or vision loss.
A large community room will provide
opportunities for residents to socialise

Highbury Triangle property development

Highbury Triangle from Great North Rd, looking South

and undertake activities. This includes a
lounge room, an open plan commercial
kitchen, an arts and crafts room and
private meeting rooms. There will also
be smaller community spaces in the
other state apartment blocks, as well
as shared gardens and exercise areas.
“The development, which borders the
town centre, is ideal for this sort of
smart, compact design,” Patrick says.
“What’s more, it complements Panuku
Development Auckland’s plans to
regenerate central Avondale.”
Panuku
Development’s
Priority
Location Director (West) John Carter
agrees. “Highbury Triangle will provide

quality housing options and forms part
of the joined up approach to regeneration
being undertaken by Kāinga Ora and
Panuku. We look forward to working with
Kāinga Ora on Highbury Triangle, and
other Avondale projects, to ensure great
outcomes which meet the needs of this
vibrant and diverse community,” he says.
Highbury Triangle, which is expected
to be completed in mid-2022, will
enable Kāinga Ora to replace several
ageing complexes across Avondale and
Blockhouse Bay. This will free up five
hectares of land for new Government
housing. We will be exploring options for
the best use of this land.

Auto SUPER SHOPPE Hillsborough | 09 626 2026
Repairs, WOFs, Tyres
Classic car & bike
specialist
Auto Electrical

Peter Scherf

421 Hillsborough Rd

www.autosupershoppes.co.nz
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School Open Days

Lynfield College, a centre for Academic Excellence
Since 1958, Lynfield College has
served the central west Auckland area,
developing a reputation as a centre for
academic excellence in a safe, caring and
positive environment. The College is
recognised as a high-performing school.

Learning and achievement
Our broad curriculum meets the needs of
our diverse learners. We are committed to
equipping our students with the skills and
resources they need for a successful future.
As a learning community, we value
education outside the classroom and
believe it is important for our students to
be actively involved in the arts, cultural,
sports and leadership opportunities.
Multiple learning pathways and
mentoring ensure consistently high
achievement across all curriculum
areas. Commitment to learning and
achievement is encouraged, supported
and celebrated.
Progress at all levels is monitored,
with data used extensively to inform and
OUR VISION:

support the advice and guidance available
to students and their families.

Our learning environment
Lynfield College employs a blended
eLearning approach to promote effective
teaching and learning. Students use their
own devices in class to enhance their
learning experience.
The junior levels are important for
establishing and growing the skills and
attitudes that lead to success in the senior
years. The strength and spirit of the College
are dependent on all students meeting
expectations and engaging positively across
multiple aspects of College life.
Participation
in
national
and
international competitions is encouraged.
Lynfield College is proud of the success of
its students in events across a wide range of
curriculum areas.

Wellbeing
Our Lynfield College community works
together to create a safe and inclusive

learning environment. On enrolment,
students and their parents or caregivers
are asked to sign their acceptance of our
Code of Conduct. This code promotes and
supports the physical and emotional safety
for self and others throughout the College.
The College is divided into year level
groups, each led by a Dean who remains
with their year level as they progress
through the College. Deans are responsible
for student enrolment, placement, progress
and welfare.
Trained, experienced Counsellors offer
individual and group counselling. Student
Services also provides career counselling,
Gateway placements and work experience
opportunities. Our counsellors and nurse
have direct access to a range of community
services and resources including onsite
physiotherapy.
To find out more information please visit us
during our School in Action Tours and Open
Evening. We look forward to meeting you.
Cath Knell, Tumuaki / Principal

Lear n to Liv e | Ak o ki te O ranga

ENROLMENT FOR 2021
Join us for our School in Ac�on Tours

Friday 24 July 11.30 am and Monday 27 July 11.30 am

Open Evening including Displays and Interac�ve Tours

Inspiring students
to achieve academic
excellence through
a rich learning
and social
environment

Tuesday 28 July 6.00 pm

Year 9 In Zone Enrolment Sessions

Wednesday 29 July to Friday 31 July 2020, 3.15 to 4.30 pm
Thursday 30 August 2020, 6.00 to 8.00 pm
Saturday 1 August 2020, 9.00 am to 12.00 noon

www.lynﬁeld.school.nz
Email. admin@lynﬁeld.school.nz
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Back in the Day

The New Lynn Hotel
“We travelled over the open and barren
heaths…observed nothing new in these
dreary and sterile wilds,” was the sharp
observation of William Colenso in
1842. I bet he wished there had been a
hotel there when he went past!
New Lynn was hard clay country back
when Alfred Ramsden turned up around
1880 from Australia and decided that the
middle of nowhere was exactly the sort of
place that travellers would want to pause
and have a comfort stop - especially if they
could be served a handle of beer from an
open barrel. It was certainly in the middle
of a rural area and New Lynn wasn’t yet a
twinkle in anyone’s eye.
“Did New Lynn exist [in 1882]? There
wasn’t much of a train station, the shops
weren’t there (the main service centre for
the West was Avondale, up until just after
WWI). Folks lived there and had small
farms, or house cows. They certainly had
instances of folks ripping roofs off rental
properties, and taking to each other with
large sticks. But there wasn’t much in the
way of employment up until Gardners,
Parker, Jagger and Crum (brickworks)
turned up. It was a locality. That’s about
what you could say for it. The first school
wasn’t even until 1888. Up until then,
kids went to Avondale,” comments
Lisa Truttman.
In JT Diamond’s book Once the
Wilderness, it says “Alf Ramsden chose
what was then a centrally situated site.
Radiating out across the countryside from
this hotel were well worn tracks formed by
locals making a bee-line for this centre of
attraction.”
Being an enterprising sort of bloke
and not someone who would buy a brick
when he could make it, Alf set to and
made his own bricks near the site of what
is now the Fruitvale Railway Station. And
that’s where the problems started because
he wasn’t as good at making bricks as
he imagined, and they were not fired
properly. A short hundred or so years later
Alf ’s lack of brickmaking talent would
literally come crumbling down.

What Alf lacked
in
brickmaking
he made up for in
spades in design,
at least on the
two sides seen as
one approached it
from the city. “The
Hotel has excellent
proportions with
the division of the
top and bottom
storeys and two
to three bays each
side of the front
door. Decoration
is limited to the The Old New Lynn Hotel at 3176 -3178 Great North Rd, C1940.
Photo: J D Richardson, Libraries Heritage Collections 4-2599
Italianate windows,
the mock stone block edges, entry building. These probably extended the
emphasis and fine pediments.”
life of it but the poor foundations and
Sadly for Alf it was all over in 1883 weak bricks meant that no conservation
when he went bankrupt and moved on. technique could save the building. When
The hotel seems to have continued on ok it was eventually demolished one of those
in following years as a staging post with present, John Radford, said “Many vertical
large stables on the right, two hitching cracks had gone from the roof right down
rails and a water trough out front. A to the ground. The structure of the outer
hint of the trouble to come was when
walls was essentially a series of free standing
the licence renewal in 1904 was opposed
pillars (separated by vertical cracks) that
by the local policeman. He possibly
were just waiting to fall over. I remember
suspected that in the remote location
picking up one of the bricks that was on the
those official opening hours were not
ground following the demolition and was
being observed. That the hotel was being
amazed that I could crumble it into dust
run by three women, a Mrs Hertz, Mrs
Patterson, and a Mrs Featon was possibly in my hands. I was commissioned to come
up with some proposals for a sculpture to
just too much for the police.
Pub life ended permanently for the commemorate the building which did not
place the locals affectionately referred to come to any fruition.”
Radford’s memory is supported by
as ‘The Old Grey Mare’, with prohibition
Randolph
Covich “The bricks were
in 1909. After this it became residential
delivered
to
Western Aggregates for
accommodation, although one part was
recycling
with
the
request to save as many
rented out as doctors rooms from the
as
possible
from
the
crusher, so a sculpture
1940’s to 1966. Yugoslav migrants the
could
be
made.
Unfortunately,
they were
Bartulovich family purchased the building
too
unstable
and
were
crushed
back into
in 1940 and sold it to the Waitakere City
fill
for
building
sites.”
in 2005. In 1995 an engineer’s report
And so in 2009 the end came for a fine
deemed it unsafe to live in, and years
of wrangling over the sale price to the old landmark from another era. It was
literally dust to dust (and ashes to ashes)
council ensued.
At some stage an owner added some and the building returned to the earth
buttress walls on either side of the from where it had come.

Give a Kid a Blanket
Give a Kid a Blanket started in 2015
as a Community Activated Art Action,
conceived and lead by artists Donna
Turtle Sarten & Bernie Harfleet.
The project has gone from strength
to strength and is now a non-profit
registered charity.
With the help of the community of
kindness that has gathered around the
project they collect blankets and other
items of warmth and care, and gift
them to kids and their families through
service providers such as police, public
health nurses, and social and community
workers.
Since 2015 they have gifted over 60,000
blankets and over 40,000 other objects of
warmth and care. They also support North
Shore and Auckland Hospitals’ intensive
care units with family support packs.
There is now also a Givealittle page to

support the costs of running the project.
It’s very easy to find and donate, just go
to www.givealittle.co.nz and search “give
a kid a blanket”.
With what is predicted to be an even
harder winter for many kids in our

School Open Days

MRGS: Creating Leaders
At Mt Roskill Grammar School, the vision for our students
is for them to become successful and powerful learners,
equipped with the attitudes, qualities and qualifications
to excel. The quality of the relationships within our school
and wider community are pivotal to our success. Our
commitment is to each student’s wellbeing and success,
enabling students to become positive, effective citizens who
have the capacity to lead.
Excellence in learning is our top priority. Our teachers are
experts in their subject and skilled facilitators. This year our
students were the top scholars in New Zealand in Dance and
in Accounting. Over the last five years students have received
an average of over 50 scholarship awards, significantly exceeding
national averages. They also excel in NCEA, well in advance of
national averages.
The motto of our school is ‘Sursum’, which echoes the
phoenix in our logo and translates as “to the heights”. When
students leave Mount Roskill Grammar School they do so
with the personal qualities and capabilities that enable them
to continue to be successful learners for the rest of their life
and the qualifications and attitude to take them to their
own heights.
Open Day tours ongoing 4-7pm, Wednesday 29 July.
Principal’s address in the hall 4pm and 6pm. We look forward
to welcoming you!
Mike O’Reilly / Principal
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country, with families facing the winter
cold in cars, garages, sleep outs and damp
cold housing, they hope to be able to help
more families keep warm this winter.
There are numerous drop-off points
around the city for donations, and a list is
available on their Facebook page. Here are
some local ones:
•	
The Sleep Store, 31 Portage Rd,
New Lynn, 9.30am-4.30pm Mon - Fri.
•	
State of Grace, 60 Portage Rd,
New Lynn, Mon - Thu 9am - 1pm
•	Titirangi Library, 500 South Titirangi
Road
All donations need to be bagged or boxed,
and all pre-loved donations must be washed.
Collections will finish this year on 19th July.
If you would like to be part of this
project contact Donna and Bernie
at badwakk@xtra.co.nz or through
Facebook, “Give a kid a Blanket”.
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MOVIE REVIEWS

by Geoff Horne

Resistance Movie Review #4655
WWII piece centred around Marcel
Marceau and his time with the French
Resistance, smuggling Jewish orphans
out of France. And all under the nose
of one Klaus Barbie, the butcher
of Lyon.
Now, this review carries a warning: the
movie contains some of the most tense
scenes I’ve ever seen on film. It is brutal in
its depiction without being bloodthirsty
and much is left to the imagination, yet
there is an obvious and a sublime horror
generated by the portrayal of atrocities
carried out by Barbie against the Jewish
population of Lyon.
Jesse Eisenberg is brilliant as the mime
Marceau, and German actor Matthias

Schweighofer suitably vicious in the
Barbie role. Supporting cast are all wellappointed and nicely contribute to
creating the intensity such a movie needs
to adequately convey its concept and
message.
Awesome cinematography as Marceau
and kids trek through snow-covered
forest by night with Barbie and his Nazis
hot on their tail.
Ed Harris cameos as General Patton
at both the opening and the close of
proceedings to set scene and round off
in style.
Only the third time I’ve done this but
I’m slapping a 10/10 on this one.

STAY HOME AND

shop online
Go to shop.thetrusts.co.nz
and select your closest store

FULL RANGE
AVAILABLE

Someone 18 or over must be home
to receive your delivery

delivery + Click & collect
available 7 DAYS

free delivery when
you spend over $100

order before 10am
for same day delivery

for more information please visit shop.thetrusts.co.nz
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New Lynn Lions Help Struggling Families
Kai Avondale is a group which connects
the community with food initiatives
in Avondale. The group, run by Anne
Riley, uses Facebook to update locals on
the various free food outlets in the area.
One of the most regular and generous
contributors to Kai Avondale are the
New Lynn Lions. Over the past couple
of months, the Lions have twice donated
several hundred dollars’ worth of groceries
to support the work that Kai Avondale does
in feeding people with low food security.
This has been particularly welcomed
with the increase in demand brought
about by Covid-19.
“There are some families out there
where both parents have lost their jobs
and are really struggling, so we were happy
to help”, said New Lynn Lions President
Liane Sloane.

The food initiatives Kai Avondale are
directly connected to include:
• Feed the Streets: a free community
dinner held every second Saturday
at Avondale Community Centre, 99
Rosebank Rd, 5.30–7pm.
• Free Guys: a “take what you need, pay
what you can” supermarket-style set up
stocking rescued and donated food.
• Rosebank School Breakfast Club: a free
breakfast every Monday–Wednesday
8–8.50am during term time.
•
Weekly bread donations: every
Tuesday morning outside 1855 Great
North Rd, Avondale town centre.
Lions Club of New Lynn and Kai
Avondale each have Facebook pages and
invite the public to check them out. If you
have some time to volunteer in your local
community, they will welcome your help.

New Lynn Lions Vice President Lianne Sloan
with some of the groceries donated in June.

School Open Days

Avondale College:
Opportunities Abound
Avondale College is a high performing, diverse, co-educational
secondary school. Our school motto, Kohia ngā Taikākā,
establishes our commitment to provide opportunities for
all students to strive for academic, sporting and creative
excellence, within an aspirational and caring environment.
Our HEART values: Honesty, Endeavour, Atawhai, Respect and
Tenacity provide the foundation for student-focused relationships
that allow our large school to have a strong family feel.
Students are at the HEART of all that we do, and our expert
teachers support students to reach their potential within and beyond
the classroom. Students are encouraged to communicate effectively,
work independently, question, inquire and develop creative solutions.
Avondale College students consistently achieve excellent
academic results. As well as the NCEA curriculum we offer
Cambridge International qualifications, providing an alternative
pathway to top universities and career opportunities.
Our Innovation Programme offers a third qualification pathway,
with Avondale College awarding more industry-based IT certifications
than any other provider in New Zealand. Beyond the classroom we
provide an extensive co-curricular programme, with a breadth of
opportunity for all students to connect to the wider life of our school.
At Avondale College, our expectations are high, opportunities
abound, and role models are plentiful. Our students achieve
the exceptional and graduate from our school ready to make a
positive contribution to their wider community.
We welcome families to visit us at our Open Evening on Wednesday
29 July, 4-7pm.
Lyndy Watkinson / Principal

WEDNESDAY 29 JULY 4-7PM
www.avcol.school.nz
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Heritage Gravestone Restored
“I’m really pleased we were able to
restore it; I know the Avondale-Waterview
Historical Society were very keen for it
to happen and so to have been able to
restore this gravestone underlines our
commitment to preserve our heritage.”
The grave has been cleaned, with
the Headstone put back together with
missing letters replaced and repairs also
undertaken where there were cracks in the
concrete.

A piece of the Whau’s history has been
salvaged following the restoration of a
gravestone in St Ninians Cemetery in
Avondale.
The headstone, from the grave of
Maggie Franklin, who died aged 36 in
1910, had broken into three fragments
and was cracked and dirty. Upon learning
about the damage, Whau Local Board
arranged for the grave to be restored.

History

Helping her out one more time

Maggie Franklin was born in Glasgow
in 1874, the daughter of George Booklass
and Annie Harrison Hope. The Booklass
family emigrated to Wellington in 1875,
then travelled to Australia.
Maggie met her husband Alfred
Edward Franklin there, and journeyed
back to New Zealand with him, settling
in Avondale around 1905. They lived
somewhere on the “Methuen Hamlet”,
one of the early workman’s settlements
established in Avondale in the early
1900s. Their son Frank Gordon Franklin
was born in Avondale.
Sadly, Maggie died suddenly in 1910,
aged just 36, from “asthma” and “cardiac
insufficiency”, lasting just one day. Her
husband Alfred Franklin took the family
back to Australia, never to return.

Lisa Truttman, from the AvondaleWaterview Historical Society was also
delighted with the restoration.
“We felt that it was important that
Maggie’s grave be fixed up, the community
she came to live in helping her out one
more time in a way.
“We were prepared to enter into the
process of fundraising and approached
council only for information and
permission as it is council property. As it
turned out, the council went ahead and
did the work, helping to preserve a part
of our smallest graveyard, and honouring
the settlers.
“History isn’t just about the famous,
the notable - it’s also about the ordinary
lives, those who came to a place, lived day
by day, sent their children to school and
baked their bread. Then, sadly, died far
too early, and left behind simply a stone
in a graveyard to remind anyone they were
ever there.”

Restoration
Whau Local Board Chair Kay Thomas
welcomed the restoration of the grave.
“While Maggie isn’t a ‘famous’ Avondale
resident, her grave is by the road, clearly
visible in a small graveyard and it is a little
bit of our history.

Maggie Franklin’s gravestone, before and
after restoration

Reprinted with permission from Our Auckland.

New Windsor now part of
Mt Roskill Electorate this election
T: 09 826 3937
M: 027 404 0129
19 Cutler Street, New Lynn, Auckland.

Reggis Rego

CA, CPP, MBA, BCom.

reggis.ca@gmail.com
www.bizaide.co.nz
Tax returns - Income Tax, GST, FBT.
Accounting - Cost & Management.
Business Advisory Services.

I am delighted the Mt Roskill electorate will include
New Windsor and the main western boundary will be
Whitney St. Go to www.vote.nz for detailed information.

Dr Parmjeet Parmar
National List MP based in Mt Roskill
09 620 6707 • parmjeet.parmar@parliament.govt.nz
Funded by the Parliamentary Service. Authorised by
Parmjeet Parmar, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.
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Student-Designed Play-Space Completed
In 2018, a group of Blockhouse Bay
Primary students helped design a new
play-space to replace a playground
at the school that was well-loved, but
past its useful life. The group of Year 3
students wanted to create an area that
was nice to be in at break times, and also
a restful and inspiring place to work
outside during learning time.
Their plan was presented to and
approved by the Board of Trustees, and
the FAB (Fundraisers at Blockhouse Bay)
team went about raising the money for the
project.
Over the next 18 months, FAB organised
and ran lots of events such as movie nights,
discos, ice-block sales, a marathon, and of
course, the annual school galas. As always,
these events were very well supported by
the staff and school community, as well as
the school’s major sponsor, Barfoot and
Thompson Blockhouse Bay.

Deborah Russell
MP for New Lynn

Community catch ups
As your lo al P, m een to ee in tou h to
dis uss lo al issues, go ernment oli y,
usti e o the Pea e a li ations and
ro osed hanges to legislation you ould
li e to dis uss any o these matters, lease
onta t my o i e on
, or email me
at ne lynn m
arliament go t n
y o i e sta ill assist you initially and,
i re uired, ill arrange an a ointment or
minute
you to meet ith me or a
at h u . hese a ointments are held on
Mondays mornings at my ele torate o i e
reat orth Rd, A ondale. he o i e
is a essible and handy to ubli trans ort
/DeborahRussellLabour
@beefaerie

Authorised by Dr Deborah Russell,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington

The fundraising committee was able
to contribute over $120,000 for the
new area, with the school providing the
funding for the earthworks and shade sail.

The new play-space is a wonderful
addition to the school’s facilities and will
no doubt be a popular place to learn, play
and relax.

Blockhouse Bay Primary students enjoying their new play-space

Deborah Russell: Labour MP
for New Lynn
My name is Deborah Russell, and I’m
the Labour MP for New Lynn. I’m
standing for re-election this year as
your local MP.
I’ve been your Labour MP for three
years now. We’ve put more funding into
schools in the electorate, built over 300
new social housing units, and supported
great local organisations such as Vision
West who work with over 11,000 people
in West Auckland every year. I’ve helped
to get funding for a big rebuilding
project at Lynfield College over the line,
and as chair of the Environment Select
Committee, I’ve led an investigation
into kauri dieback.
The best part of the job has been
meeting people from all over the
electorate. From the Avondale Fire
Brigade to the staff and children at
Chaucer School to the congregations at
our churches and mosques and temples
to the team at Avondale Feed the Streets:
this electorate is full of people who

committed to looking after each other
and our communities.
I’ve met many of you who have come
to my office for help or to talk through
an issue with me. That’s what drives
me: the desire to make a difference, to
help people though difficult patches,
to ensure that everyone has a chance.
It’s why I’m in the Labour party. I
believe firmly in fairness and equal
opportunities, and in helping people
out so that they have a fair go.
I live here in the electorate, which
now stretches all the way up to Bethells
Beach in the Waitakere ranges, down to
Titirangi and over to Avondale, New
Windsor and Blockhouse Bay. It’s a
beautiful diverse electorate and I love
being part of it.
I’m asking for your vote again
this year. In September, please vote
Deborah Russell for New Lynn, and
party vote Labour.
Deborah Russell
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Locals Awarded in Queens Birthday Honours List
Some of our incredible community
members were awarded honours for
their service to others in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours list which was
announced last month.
Officers of the New Zealand Order of
Merit (ONZM) now include New Lynn’s
Mary Holm for services to Financial
literacy education, while Susan Sherrard
from Blockhouse Bay is now a Member of
the New Zealand order of merit (MNZM)
for services to people with disabilities.
We congratulate them on their awards
and extend our thanks for their service to
New Zealand communities.
Ms Mary Holm is a bestselling author
and columnist who has written extensively
about personal finance and contributed
toward ensuring the financial literacy of
ordinary New Zealanders.
Ms Holm holds an MBA in finance and
has been a journalist, media commentator,
seminar presenter and lecturer on personal
finance for more than 40 years. She has
been a weekly columnist for the New
Zealand Herald since 1998 and features
on Radio New Zealand each fortnight to
talk about how New Zealanders can better
manage their finances.
In 2018, she wrote Rich enough? A laidback guide for every Kiwi, which was a
number one bestseller for seven weeks. She
has written three books on KiwiSaver and
helped develop tools for the sorted.org.nz

Ms Mary Holm, ONZM

Ms Susan Sherrard, MNZM

financial advice website. She is noted for
her ability to convey complex financial
matters in plain and simple terms to
ordinary New Zealanders.
Ms Holm was a founding director of the
Financial Markets Authority from 2011 to
2019, a director of the Banking Ombudsman
Scheme from 2010 to 2016, and has been a
member of a range of advisory groups and
government bodies responsible for financial
regulation and literacy.
Ms Susan Sherrard worked for CCS
Disability Action for 14 years and was
their Auckland Local Advisory Committee
Chair from 1999 to 2007.
She volunteered for CCS Disability
Action’s Disability Leadership Committee,
where she was instrumental in the creation
of the Disability Leadership Framework,
supporting the organisation in connecting

authentically with people with disabilities
and building trusting relationships that
nurtures leaders nationally.
The National Disability Leadership
Strategy that she helped to develop and
implement has led to 25 percent of CCS
Disability Action’s staff being people with
disabilities. Ms Sherrard founded the
Disabled Women’s Forum in 2009 and was
a key member of the Domestic Violence
and Disability Group, and the Northern B
Health and Disability Ethics Committee.
Ms Sherrard has been a member of the
Auckland Disability Law Steering Committee,
the Waitemata DHB Disability Support
Advisory Committee, and the Auckland
Council’s Disability Advisory Panel.
She now works for Te Pou o Te Whakaaro
Nui as a project lead in their disability
workforce development team.

Lisa Whyte, National Party candidate for New Lynn
My name is Lisa Whyte and I am the
National Party’s candidate for New
Lynn. Your decision this election will
have a huge impact on our country’s
pathway to economic recovery, for this
generation and that of our children.
It has never been more important
to get the recovery framework in this
post-Covid world right to ensure our
economy, and therefore our families,
businesses and communities recover as
soon as possible in a sustainable way.
I am proud to be part of a team
focused on ensuring that, with the
talent and plan to make it happen.
The skills I bring include a corporate

finance background both here and in
Europe, and 15 years in elected community
leadership roles at Auckland Council.
I trained as a management accountant,
have a degree in Economics and Politics,
a diploma in Corporate Treasury and am a
trained RMA hearing commissioner.
I am passionate about being an effective
advocate for New Lynn and ensuring we
have the infrastructure investment necessary
to cope with the impacts of growth. There
is huge housing and population growth
expected in the short term, yet little in the
way of investment to accommodate it.
We need action on Kauri Dieback
and indefinite track closures, declining

harbour water quality, and our schools
bursting at the seams. Auckland’s traffic
woes and water use are issues that need
immediate attention as well.
New Lynn needs an effective Member
of Parliament who will not only listen
to the community and the issues we are
facing, but who will also work hard to
resolve them.
Likewise, New Zealand needs
representatives who will get things done,
and not just make lofty promises.
Thank you,
Lisa
Authorised by Lisa Whyte, 107 Great South Road,
Auckland
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From Morse Code to Virtual Regattas
“If you had asked me a few months
ago about Morse code, signalling
flags and semaphore, I would have
said they are outmoded and no longer
relevant in modern society”, says
Andrew, one of the New Lynn Scout
Group leaders. But when he found
himself teaching Morse code online
to the Keas (5-8-year olds) during
lockdown, he realised these old-school
communication techniques from the
past weren’t so dusty after all.
Using Lego blocks to represent the dots
and dashes of Morse code, the Keas learned
how to spell their names. Add the idea of
a torch to the mix to signal the letters with
flashes and you have happy Keas running
around in the dark with torch in hand for
hours on end. Over the following weeks
they also learned how to communicate
using signalling flags and semaphore signals.
For the older Scouts and Venturers,
lockdown meant missing the eagerly
awaited Auckland Regatta in April. So
out came the tarpaulins, and shelters
were built in back yards so they could still
‘camp’ on regatta weekend. Despite this,
withdrawal symptoms from being off the
water soon set in.
The solution: an online virtual regatta
Just after midday each day of the
school holidays, three 6-7minute races
were sailed, along with a weekend race
series covering four weekends. The online
racing had all the wind shifts, wind gusts,

EVEREST FINANCIAL SERVICES

rules of the road at sea, and even the odd
dolphin jumping out of the water as they
used courses set up in different harbours
around the globe - and all from the
comfort and safety of home.
In this futuristic world of virtual reality,
the usual roles got turned on their heads
as it soon became clear who was teaching
whom; while Andrew is used to being at
the front of the fleet in real boats, it was
the younger Scouts with the least time
on the water who dominated the virtual

sailing. Andrew also suspects they slowed
down on a few occasions to let him sail
past, just so he was not always last over
the finish line!
The New Lynn Sea Scout Group caters for
boys and girls aged 5-19 years. So if you want
a slice of the action on the water, or to go
camping and explore the awesome adventure
playground that we are blest with out West,
then give Andrew a call on 027 6939 756
or check out www.newlynn.seascouts.org.nz
for more details.

Fletcher and Marshal built a makeshift shelter while Mackenzie pitched a tent to go ‘camping’ for
Auckland Regatta Weekend.
ANZAC Day is always an important day in the New Lynn Sea Scouts’ calendar. This year it was the call
to Stand at Dawn for Fletcher and Marshal, while Stella got creative with wreath making.

Turn your DREAMS into REALITY

• Home loans
• Business loans
• Personal risk
insurance
• Asset and car
finance
• No obligation
discussion
CONTACT:
Prateek Malhotra
09 215 6912 | Mobile: 021 424 119
info@everesthomeloans.co.nz
557 Blockhouse Bay Road,
Blockhouse Bay
www.everesthomeloans.co.nz

Lisa Whyte
for New Lynn

E: lisa.whyte@national.org.nz
W: lisawhyte.national.org.nz
FB: @nzlisawhyte
Authorised by L Whyte, 107 Great Sth Road, Auckland.
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Intrepid Girl Guides Overcome Challenges
When the Central West Girl Guide leaders were planning
their activities for last term, the now-familiar terms of
‘social distancing,’ ‘lock-down and ‘bubble’ were unheard
of. But thinking on one’s feet is not a new concept to a
Girl Guide; this intrepid group of leaders did a stellar job
of adapting and keeping guiding going safely through the
various lockdown levels.
Online ‘Zoom’ meetings were a learning curve but provided
a great workable platform to keep guiding; they had some
interesting discussions, made crafts over video chat, continued

to learn new skills, cooked in their own kitchens all at the same
time, had fun outdoors, participated in ANZAC Day ‘Stand at
Dawn’ standing in their driveways, and most importantly united
together and stayed home. They even managed to earn some
bonus badges!
While lock-down provided some exceptional challenges,
they are now happy to have resumed regular meetings, and
have spaces for new members and leaders. If you would like
more information, or have any questions, email Georgina at
lccentralwest@gmail.com.

