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Editorial

Dramatic protest action to save trees
Falling trees can kill. Even branches
can. Most people would stay well away
from a site where trees are being cleared,
but not veteran environmental activist,
Steve Abel.
At a residential site on Canal Road,
Avondale where protesters have been
gathered for weeks in the hopes of saving
dozens of mature native trees, Abel ran
towards a tree being felled and scaled
a neighbouring tree to protest. Having
already been trespassed off the property,
two police officers gave chase. Incredible
video then shows the tree being felled,
landing on the neighbouring tree which
Abel was clinging to, while the police
scrambled for their lives. A supporter
screamed and sobbed as she watched
branches cascading down past the
protester. Fortunately, he was unharmed.
The following day while a WorkSafe
investigator was on site in high winds, the
felled tree pivoted spectacularly on the
tree that it was hung up on and the head
of it crashed into the ground while the
trunk lifted up into the air.
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Felled tree caught in neighbouring branches, pivots and crashes to the ground. Photo: J Subritzky

A long-time environmental advocate
and protestor, Abel - who is also a Green
Party candidate - led a plucky band of tree
advocates in a last-ditch attempt to preserve
these very special native trees in Canal Rd,
Avondale. The trees are on private property
which has been for sale.
While many find the felling of such a
significant cluster of indigenous trees to be
repugnant, no one is arguing that the owners
are not within their rights. The argument is
that council should purchase the land as a
small park in a rapidly growing area; in fact,
there are Kainga Ora apartments being built
on the opposite corner.
The Tree Council took the issue right to
the top with Phil Goff at an Environment
and Climate Change Committee meeting on
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July 21st – which ironically, was underway
at the same time the tree felling drama was
unfolding. At the meeting Phil Goff referred
to the financial constraints that Auckland
Council is under. “There are groups of trees
all like this all over the city that we have no
protection for,” he said, and noted that the
real solution is for the government to reinstate
tree protection. “I deplore the fact that these
trees are coming down. They are beautiful
trees. I love trees like that.”
Dr Mels Barton, advocating on behalf of
the Tree Council responded, “Council has
the opportunity to move in and do something
on an individual site; you were offered that
opportunity three years ago before this site
came on the market and nothing was done.
I think that speaks volumes in terms of
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your commitment to the Urban Ngahere
Strategy … what is happening today at
Canal Road is an extremely good example
of where the rubber hits the road with your
Urban Ngahere Strategy, with the general
lack of tree protection.”
There was discussion in the committee
about doing a land swap for an underutilised
reserve space further down Canal Rd.
Council staff gave a long explanation of
how complex this process is, how difficult
it would be and how long it could take.
Basically all the reasons for doing nothing.
There were no staff suggestions on what
could be done. It played out like an episode
of Yes, Minister.
Council was first asked to consider buying
the land 23 years ago. From 1997, Gordon
Burgess, the son of a previous owner,
advocated strongly for council to purchase
the land due to the trees’ significance.
Burgess had been the Auckland Harbour
Board’s first property manager, so he knew
his stuff. He had also managed the NZ
Cricket team on tour to India in 1969 and
was awarded an OBE for services to cricket.
The Burgess family are well aware of how
special these trees are. They were planted by
ancestor Walter Burgess, who was born in
1886 and came out to New Zealand aged
seven; by the age of twelve he was employed
in cabinet making. Walter married Edith on
14 January 1914. He became a woodwork
instructor at Avondale Manual Training
School and they purchased a property nearby
at what was then numbered 48 Canal Road.
He taught until his retirement in 1953.
Nicknamed “Old Burgie”, wood and
trees were Walter’s lifelong passion. He
decided to plant his own arboretum on his
half acre paradise, likely in the late 1920s
to 30s. At a time when a lot of native forest
was being clear felled across the country,
Walter decided to plant indigenous trees.
He carved the tree names in Latin and te
reo Maori on wooden plaques and used his
growing forest as an educational aid. Of

Walter Burgess

A society grows great
when old men plant trees
whose shade they know
they shall never sit in.
– Greek proverb
the 46 trees that remained until recently,
there were seventeen different species,
including black maire, puriri, rimu, titoki,
totara, whau and pohutukawa. A single
pohutukawa is the only tree on the property
that has protected status in Auckland
Council’s schedule of notable trees.
Walters’s granddaughter, Angela Dell, says
that she and all the family are really sad at
the tree felling. Walter and Edith had five
sons, all of whom had enjoyed growing
up and playing in the trees. Four of them
served in WWII, and returned safely. Angela
is grateful that her father and grandfather
are not alive to see the tree felling, as she
describes it as being horrible to witness. “It’s
absolutely gutting”, she says.
The land the trees are on was purchased
by Mr Andrew Pearson in 1914. It was

two lots combined - present day 54-56
Canal Rd. From 1915 Pearson’s neighbour
was Mr Charles Alfred Schneider, who
later changed his name to Charles Alfred
Raymond. In 1918 Pearson sold to Mr
John Hume, and in July 1926, the land
was transferred to Mrs Edith Alice Burgess
(it was a common thing in those days, to
have land in the wife’s name).
In 1961 the Burgess property was sold
to Merv Raymond. He eventually owned
all three properties on the corner of Canal
Rd and Wairau Ave. Daughter-in-law Lesley
Raymond said that one of the houses was
rented out and another was used to store
antiques. In the 1990s the former Burgess
house burnt down, and at some point the
second house also burnt down. Although
some of the trees may have been damaged
by the fires, the end result was the creation
of a beautiful park-like open space with
large trees gracing it; the downside was
the Raymond family had the burden of
paying the rates and maintaining the land,
including dealing with people dumping
rubbish. After Merv died the decision was
made to sell the land.
The protesters believe that a condition
of sale set by the buyer is that the trees
have to be cleared before settlement, thus
precipitating the protests.
This has been quite a polarising issue
in the Avondale community. Some
people point out that the owners are
within their rights. The other view is that
rare mature stands of native trees are an
important asset in our intensifying urban
neighbourhoods. Tall trees are especially
important and are often the first to go.
The debate has flared up at the site, on
social media and also at the July meeting
of the Whau Local Board (WLB). In the
public forum, six people addressed the board
with their concerns. It was fitting that the
last challenge came from Steve Abel. Why
had the WLB never applied for notable tree
status for the cluster?
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SPOTLIGHT ON LOCAL BUSINESS

Advertorial

Local childcare centre supports
community with ZERO fees for 15 weeks
Magic Kingdom Childcare, based
on Boundary Rd, next door to Bupa
Retirement Villas, has seen a massive
impact in the community’s hearts and
minds during COVID and this is just
the beginning of their recovery.
Founders and directors, Dr Darius and
Nikeeta Singh, saw very early on that the
only way to get through these disastrous
times was to move like Earth’s tide, where
everyone went in to lockdown together,
but equally, everyone would rise back
up together – including their children’s
learning trajectories, teachers’ career tracks,
and community recovery.
“We don’t want to win, if it means you
have to lose”, was their main message to
their parent community, some of whom
travel across several suburbs to enrol their
child to the multi-award-winning centre.
The fully serviced childcare centre offers all
meals, including a hot lunch cooked every
day by their very own chef, and has not
missed a beat, nor scaled down on services,

while reducing to
ZERO fees for nearly
15 weeks!
“The government’s
support and bank’s
strong backing for
our vision have been
vital in keeping our
staff
meaningfully
engaged so they can
continue to focus on
what they do best,
which is lifting our
children’s trajectories
each and every day,”
says Dr Darius Singh. Your child’s perspective of our running river bed
“We knew we would take a massive blow loss of work hours, parents have been
to the centre’s viability and financials, but struggling to cope. Magic Kingdom’s
we didn’t win the 2018 top sustainability plan is well and truly in play and it is
award for nothing, because we know we determined to carry all 60 families with
can’t last if our people in our community them on their giant waka journey of:
can’t last this recovery phase”, he says.
“Alive” (0-6 months), “Survive” (6-12
With dozens of their parents and months) and “Thrive” (12+ months).
families impacted by redundancies and

New Lynn businesses need your vote
Excellent business practices, passion and respect
These values are at the heart of who we are as a community. The
New Lynn Business Association (NLBA) 2020 Business Awards
- Public Choice aim to recognise and celebrate organisations who
share these values and play an important role in promoting New
Lynn town centre as a great place to Live - Shop - Work - Play.
We invite members of the public to nominate a business
they feel deserving of an award within the *New Lynn
Business Association Business Improvement District, or any
associate members.
It’s super-easy to participate: Get your official nomination form
from the NLBA website at newlynnbusinessassiation.net.nz or
from the NLBA Office, New Lynn Library, McDonald’s New
Lynn, RSA New Lynn, Little Treats Cafe, You Travel New Lynn,
Woottons Auto Accessories or The Wardroom Coffee & Kitchen.
Then submit either by email to newlynnbid@gmail.com,
drop off at the NLBA office, 37 Totara Avenue, or mail to
NLBA, PO Box 15456, New Lynn, Auckland 0604.

Entry is free, and one member of the public will win
a prize, drawn from the votes for the Supreme Business
Award winner.
Entries close at 4pm on Saturday 15th August 2020. Winners
will be announced at 6pm on Monday 24th August 2020.

Award categories
Best Retail Business: Businesses whose prime function is the
sale of goods or services, including privately owned servicebased businesses, shops or franchises.
Best Professional Services: Businesses that cover a wide
range of professional services including, legal, real estate,
medical and financial services.
Best Restaurant or Bar: Businesses such as restaurants and bars.
Best Café or Eatery: Businesses such as cafés, fast food
outlets, takeaways, lunch bars and bakeries.
*For a list of eligible businesses see the website. LynnMall is
not part of the BID, therefore are not eligible for nomination.
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The best tiny museum in Auckland
Te Toi Uku Crown Lynn & Clayworks
Museum has been around since
2015 but it has recently undergone a
renovation and refresh. It now includes
a permanent exhibition about the clay
industries that operated in New Lynn
throughout the 20th century, until
Monier closed in 2015. It also has an
exhibition about Crown Lynn which
operated nearby from 1948 until 1989.
“There is a lot more for people to see here
now, and to learn about what New Lynn
was like even 50 years ago”, says museum
curator Rosemary Deane. “Since the
renovation, visitors stay for much longer;
there are new displays, plenty of objects
to spark delight for the Crown Lynn
collectors, and much more information.”
The museum is situated on the original
site of an early 20th century brickworks
and sits next to the old kiln. Up until the
1980s New Lynn was covered in brick
and clay factories and the museum aims
to engage the local community with the
brick and pipe stories. The museum is
focussed on the people and the processes
that made the ceramics, from bricks and
pipes through to the finest dinnerware
produced by Crown Lynn.
“We are different from other museums
that have Crown Lynn collections in that
we also have the tools and equipment that
used to make the products. A lot of Crown
Lynn production was by hand, including
attaching handles and hand decorating.
We aim to tell those stories.”
Te Toi Uku is administered by the Portage
Ceramics Trust which was formed in 2005
to purchase a large private collection of

A mould used to make swans and a finished rare black swan. Image by Robert Sly, courtesy of Te Toi Uku

ceramics and pottery-making equipment
relating to Crown Lynn Potteries Ltd.
This was the collection of Richard Quinn,
who not only collected from op shops, but
also dug in the ground behind the Crown
Lynn factory to find shards and complete
pieces which help to tell the Crown
Lynn story. Later objects were added to
the collection including some heavy clay
equipment and tools relating to the early
West Auckland companies.
The Museum is thankful to the Whau
Local Board for operating funding and
also Foundation North and the Portage
Licensing Trust who have made these new
exhibitions possible.

The popular coloured tableware known as Colourglaze.
Image by Robert Sly, courtesy of Te Toi Uku

Visit us at 8 Ambrico Place, New Lynn
(off Rankin Ave). Open Tuesday to Friday
10am-4pm and Saturday 10am-3pm.

NLBA 2020 BUSINESS AWARDS

HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE BY NOMINATING A BUSINESS THAT YOU
THINK MAKES NEW LYNN A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE, SHOP, WORK & PLAY
Members of the public are invited to nominate a New Lynn Business Association business.
Awards will be presented for Best Retail Business, Best Professional Services,
Best Restaurant or Bar and Best Café or Eatery. A Supreme Winner will be selected
from these finalists. Entries close at 4pm on Saturday 15th August 2020.
Go to www.newlynnbusinessassociation.net.nz for entry forms and terms and
conditions or email newlynnbid@gmail.com for more information.
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Whau River weeds feed
Auckland Zoo’s elephants
The Whau River Catchment Trust (WRCT)
is an umbrella organisation which includes
Friends of the Whau, a group working
towards healthier streams along the Whau
River through community participation
and kaitiakitanga (guardianship and
protection). They deliver a wide range of
community-based ecological restoration
projects, in collaboration with the Auckland
Council and other key stakeholders within
the Whau River catchment. Their ethos is
all about having fun whilst delivering great
environmental outputs.
The Friends are working to restore a
1.5km long walkway by planting native
species along the Whau River. However, a
hindrance to the young plants is a massive,
invasive exotic grass, Arundo donax, which
can grow to 5m high. If cut and left,
this bamboo-like grass will sprout again
and keep on growing, so it needs to be
removed from the site. Biocontrol is being
trialled using scale insects to knock this
annoying species back.
Fortunately, however, what is for some
a noxious weed is sometimes another’s
favourite food – in this case Auckland
Zoo’s two elephants, Burma and Anjalee.
A mutually beneficial arrangement has
been formed between Friends of the Whau
and the Zoo, whereby the grass is cut on
Thursdays and then dropped at a spot from
where the zoo’s ‘Browse Team’ can then
easily pick it up the following day.
The group were lucky to have great teams
from Singapore Airlines, Garage Project
and Kiwi Krew out to help in June and

Volunteers clearing noxious weed Arundo donax
from Whau riverbank

Volunteers from Singapore Airlines helped out in June.

July. They helped to cut down more Arundo
donax, and got stuck into removing Madeira
vine and planting up some light-wells. These
teams were a lot of fun to work with and the
Friends hope to get them back out soon.
FOTW need more volunteers to help cut
down the grass (with loppers) and there are
lots of other nearby conservation tasks they
can keep them busy at too. If you or your

workplace would like to do some satisfying
volunteer work outdoors, and help feed
elephants and control exotic weeds at the
same time, get in touch with Sandra on
021 295 0302 or sandra@whauriver.org.nz
Thanks to EcoMatters’ ‘Love Your
Neighbourhood’ fund, supported by the
Whau Local Board, who supplied the
loppers to make this work possible.

New Windsor now part of
Mt Roskill Electorate this election
T: 09 826 3937
M: 027 404 0129
19 Cutler Street, New Lynn, Auckland.

Reggis Rego

CA, CPP, MBA, BCom.

reggis.ca@gmail.com
www.bizaide.co.nz
Tax returns - Income Tax, GST, FBT.
Accounting - Cost & Management.
Business Advisory Services.

I am delighted the Mt Roskill electorate will include
New Windsor and the main western boundary will be
Whitney St. Go to www.vote.nz for detailed information.

Dr Parmjeet Parmar
National List MP based in Mt Roskill
09 620 6707 • parmjeet.parmar@parliament.govt.nz
Funded by the Parliamentary Service. Authorised by
Parmjeet Parmar, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.
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New Lynn RSA Women’s Section celebrates 75 years
Dedicated to supporting the Returned
and Services’ Association (RSA), the
New Lynn RSA Women’s Section
celebrated 75 years last month.
With the motto “People helping
people” they have contributed to the
RSA through event support, baking,
fundraising, crafting, and as a group have
been dedicated to keeping the movement
of women in the RSA.
“This is a joyous occasion”, says
President Glenis McFarlane. “Women
have contributed much to the RSA; it
is a pleasure to serve as President and

I encourage new members to join the
movement. We meet once per month
and have guest speakers, events and go on
outings.”
Whau Ward Councillor Tracy
Mulholland felt privileged to join their
celebration luncheon held at Bricklane,
and as a supporter of their good work
in the community, formally joined the
Section and encourages other women to
do likewise.
To find out more, contact the
New Lynn RSA on 09 827 3411 or go to
www.newlynnrsa.org.nz

Keeping constituents informed
Emergency Budget outcomes
At the end of July, the Auckland Council
Governing Body made a decision on the
rates for the coming year. This budget is
an emergency response to the immediate
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on
Auckland Council’s finances.
Councillors worked collaboratively to
come to a consensus on council’s spend
priorities and where budget cuts can
be made. As Whau Councillor and an
advocate for projects in the Whau and
across Tamaki Makarau, these have not
been easy decisions.
I have heard the community saying
that they want to keep council services
running such as transportation access,
libraries, public toilets and repairs to parks
and playgrounds.
I have also listened to my local board
colleagues; Auckland’s twenty-one local
boards were asked for their feedback on

Rosealeen Sloggett, Pam Deacon and
Glenis McFarlane cut the cake.

Whau Ward Councillor – Tracy Mulholland

the budget, and unanimously resolved to
support a 3.5 per cent rates rise.
At the time we consulted with
Aucklanders, it was not known that an
additional $224 million would need to be
found for the city’s water infrastructure to
reduce the risk of severe water restrictions,
with forecasts of a dry spring and summer.
Water is a vital resource and securing
supply is a critical to the economic and
physical wellbeing of Aucklanders. This
additional investment is non-negotiable
to ensure this basic service is provided.
Cuts have been made in services and
investment in some infrastructure projects
has been deferred, reducing spending by
hundreds of millions of dollars.
If we can come out of the recession
earlier and face better times, we will be in
a good position moving forward from the
unavoidably hard and painful decisions of
this budget.

I continue to be committed to meeting
with the community to hear views on
matters relating to council.

Seniors Advisory Panel
As the liaison councillor for the Seniors
Advisory Panel, I am proud to say that
the panel member selection process is
now complete, and the work of the panel
will start soon. However, in light of the
council’s constrained economic situation,
for the 2020-2021 financial year the panels
will operate differently to previous years.
I am strongly of the belief that our seniors’
opinions and views are a vital contribution
to council’s decision making. It was with
this in mind that I established the Seniors
Day High Tea when I was Chair of the
Whau Local Board. Hearing what our
seniors have to say is one of the aspects of
my role which I’m privileged to hold, that I
very much enjoy.

Councillor TRACY MULHOLLAND
Whau Ward Councillor

Working for you: Making your rates work for you and the wider community. It
is our role as councillors to govern the city and to make sure we have answers
to community questions. The current water crisis needs to be fixed, we need
better infrastructure and access to services. I listen to constituents and action
queries. Please contact me if you have any Council questions or queries.
Visit my website for more information www.tracymulholland.co.nz
Whau area: New Lynn, New Windsor, Kelston, Avondale, Green Bay and Blockhouse Bay

021 195 7296
tracy.mulholland@
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
www.tracymulholland.co.nz
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3.5% rates rise avoids
service cuts
Members of the Whau Local Board
breathed a collective sigh of relief when
Auckland Council’s Governing Body voted
for 3.5% rates rise. We were very concerned
that a lower or no increase would result in a
drastic reduction of the services and facilities
available to communities.
For example, a 2.5% increase would
most likely have seen the closing of some
community centres and greatly reduced
opening hours for libraries. Environmental
initiatives would have received less funding
and, as a keen gardener, I know you that
you can’t just stop weeding or controlling
pests for a year without your previous
efforts being undone.
So, on behalf of the Whau Local
Board I would like to thank Councillor
Mulholland and the other councillors
for ensuring that we, as a board, have

sufficient income from the Emergency
Budget to respond to the needs of the
community as much as possible.
Almost as soon as public consultation
on the Emergency Budget finished, we
began consulting on our draft local board
plan, which outlines the direction the
board will take over the next three years.
The plan has six objectives which can be
summarised as:
• strong and resilient communities
• advancing Māori aspirations
•	
quality urban development and
community facilities
•	
improved opportunities for walking,
cycling and public transport
• protecting the natural environment
•	supporting thriving town centres and
connected communities
Each outcome has several objectives
and initiatives.
The plan was largely written prior to
the Covid-19 situation and many of the

Local Board Chair – Kay Thomas

Kay Thomas

initiatives we wish to undertake may be
aspirational for the first year or two. Your
feedback on what matters to you and what
you would like us to prioritise is even more
important in a time of economic uncertainty.
You can find more information at
akhaveyoursay.aucklandcouncil.govt.
nz/whauplan. Consultation closes on
Thursday 13th August.

Have your say
on the future
of Whau
Our local boards have come up with a three-year plan outlining the key initiatives
we want to focus on to help our communities thrive and support the recovery from
the impacts of Covid-19.
Now we need your help to check if we’ve got it right.
So love local and get vocal about your local community, and don’t forget to provide your feedback
before 4pm, Thursday 13 August.

For more information, a copy of the draft Whau Local Board Plan 2020 and to provide your feedback
go to akhaveyoursay.co.nz/lovelocal

.
Toget her we can love local

20-PRO-2052_TB_2

Keeping constituents informed

Term 3 Activities

Get involved, there’s something for everyone

MONDAYS
Blockhouse Bay Walking Group
FREE Hearing Loss Clinic (Monthly)
Active Seniors – Gentle exercise
AA Meeting (Armanasco House)
BHB Indoor Bowling
Tai Chi for Beginners 50s+
Sequence Dance
Mahjong (Armanasco House)
Free English Class (also Fridays)
Kid’s Kung Fu
JD’s Maths Tuition (each weekday)
Hatha Yoga
Childrens Latin & Ballroom Dance
Anuradha’s School of Indian
Classical Dances (Sun, Mon, Thurs)
AA – The Spiritual Solution

8am
9am – 2.30pm
9am
10.30am – 11.30am
10am – 12noon
10.30am
12noon – 3pm
12.30pm – 3.30pm
1.15pm – 2.45pm
4.30pm – 6.30pm
5pm – 7pm
5pm
3.30pm – 5pm
6pm – 8pm
7.30pm – 10.30pm

TUESDAYS
Cardio Fix for all Ages
Line Dancing
Adult Art Classes
Armanasco House Open
Housie
Garden Club (1st Tuesday of Month)
Lifewise Men’s Group
Childrens Art Classes
JD’s Maths Tuition (each weekday)
Taekwondo/Krav Maga (also Thursdays)
Pilates
Piano Lessons (Armanasco House)

8.45am
10am
10am – 11.30am
10am – 2pm
Doors open 6.30pm
1pm – 3pm
1.30pm
3.30pm – 5pm
5pm – 7pm
6.30pm
6pm
6pm – 8pm

WEDNESDAYS
Blockhouse Bay Walking Group
Annie’s Active Achievers Exercise for 60’s
BHB Chinese Assoc
Embroidery
Women’s Institute
(3rd Wednesday each month)
Rummikub & Five Hundred (Cards)
Free Help with Technology (ring to book in)
Free Conversational English Sessions
Childrens Ballroom & Latin Dance
Kids 4 Drama (Senior Class)
JD’s Maths Tuition (each weekday)
Iona Scouts, Cubs & Keas
Fitness Fusion
Desibeat – Bollywood Dance
Move Dance – Modern Jive beginners classes

8.15am
9.30am
9.30am – 11.30am
10am – 12noon
12.30pm
12.30pm – 3pm
2.30pm – 3.30pm
2.30pm – 3.30pm
4.40pm – 5.40pm
4.30pm – 5.30pm
5pm – 7pm
6pm
6pm – 7pm
7.30pm – 9pm
7pm – 9pm

THURSDAYS
Cardio Fix for all Ages
Tai Chi Advanced Class
AA Meeting (Armanasco House)
Pilates
Community Singers Blockhouse Bay
Children’s Latin & Ballroom Dance
JD’s Maths Tuition (each weekday)
Taekwondo/Krav Maga (also Tuesdays)
Anuradha’s School of Indian
Classical Dances (Sun, Mon, Thurs)
Desibeat Dance

8.45am – 9.45am
10am – 11am
10.30am
10.30am – 11.30am
12.30pm
3.30pm – 6pm
5pm – 7pm
6.30pm
6pm – 8pm
8pm – 9pm

FRIDAYS
Probus (2nd Friday of the month)
Yoga with Josie
Free English Class – Also Mondays
Children’s Latin & Ballroom Dance
JD’s Maths Tuition (each weekday)
AA Meeting (Armanasco House)

10am – 12 noon
10.30am – 12 noon
1.15pm – 2.45pm
3.30pm – 6pm
5pm – 7pm
6.30pm

SATURDAYS
Markets (2nd & last Saturday of Month)
7am – 12 noon
Piano Lessons (Armanasco House)
8am – 1.30pm
Muslim Women’s Karate
9.30am – 11.30am
Bollywood Dance, 5-7yrs 11am-12noon, Adults 12noon-1pm,
7-10yrs 1-2pm, 10-13yrs 2.30-3.30pm, 13-18yrs 3.30-4.30pm,
Comp Adults (Audition) 4.30-5.30pm
Chinese Bonsai Society (1st Saturday of every month) 2pm – 4pm

SUNDAYS
Yoga Institute of NZ
8.45am
Antiques, Collectables & Crafts Fair
(Bi-monthly) (20th Sept)
9.30am – 2pm
Indian Senior Citizens (1st Sunday of each month)
11am – 2pm
Fiji Indian Senior Citizens (2nd Sunday of each month) 11am – 2pm
Highland Dance
8.15am – 1.15pm
Anuradha’s School of Indian Classical Dances
(Sun, Mon, Thurs)
2pm – 4pm
Sahaja Meditation Yoga
4pm

524 Blockhouse Bay Road Phone: 09 626 4980 www.blockhousebaycentre.co.nz
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WHAU LIBRARIES LINE-UP

August

Did you know…

Whau Makerspace

Opening hours:

Here’s the rotation for August:
• BHB: Laptops for game design,
music-making and 3D design
• New Lynn: Robotic Cubelet
kits for making robots
• Avondale: Ultimaker 2 3D
printer and laptop for
printing 3D designs.

Each of our libraries have their own page within the
Auckland Libraries website? Simply Google your library’s
name, eg “Avondale Library” to find your library’s page.
Once there you will see all the services and upcoming events
for that library.
Our libraries also have their own individual Facebook
pages as well. Make sure you follow them to stay up to date
with all their activities and notices.

Monday-Friday 9am-6pm;
Saturday 10am-4pm;
Sunday 12pm-4pm; (New Lynn 10am-4pm)

Avondale Library
93 Rosebank Road
August is a busy month for us at Avondale
Library with events and activities for the
young, old and everyone in between.
Every Tues 3.15pm – 4.30pm Makerspace.
Interesting hands-on activities including
LEGO and worm farms.
Every Wed 2pm – 3pm Māori Conversation
Group. Practice Te Reo Māori in a relaxed
setting with fellow learners of all levels. Nau
mai, haere mai.
Every Fri 3.15pm – 4.30pm Chess Club
with professional coach Victor Wang.
Have fun, socialize and challenge your
brain with other kids that love chess. All
levels and ages welcome.
Sat 8th 11am – 11.30am Storytime with
David Minty. This talented Kiwi Author
will be reading his new book “What’s in
the Box?”
Mon 10th Tue 11th Wed 12th 3.30pm –
5pm Matata Lab Coding Activity. Teaches
kids programming skills with robots
without the need for screen or literacy skills.
Sat 15th 1pm – 3pm Art workshop with local
artist Ekarasa Doblanovic involving making

Makerspaces are areas in our libraries where you can make
all sorts of things, like robots, apps, digital music and 3D
printing. Try something new and connect with people who
have similar interests. The Whau Makerspace rotates between
Avondale, Blockhouse Bay and New Lynn libraries.

pastels out of different earth pigments, clays
and soils and then creating your own picture
using them. Bookings required.
Ongoing during August Pin - a - Poem.
To celebrate National Poetry Day we are
encouraging adults and children to showcase
their creativity and submit a Haiku poem
to be displayed in the library. Submissions
are open until the end of August.
Thurs 27th 11.30am–1pm Rongoā
workshops. Māori healing and medicine
Facilitated by Emma Haslam of Ngai Te
Rangi and Ngati Hauā. This is the first
of four fortnightly workshops on Rongoā
at Avondale Library held at the same time
consecutive Thursdays.
*For bookings email avondalelibrary@
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Blockhouse Bay Library
578 Blockhouse Bay Road
Every Monday: Mandarin Speaking
Knitting Circle 10am–12pm Bring your
own knitting needles and wool and join
other knitters at all levels of experience.
Experienced knitters will be available
to help.

普通话毛线编织社 每周一上午10am –
12noon 请带上你的毛线编织针和线来
学习交流编织技法
Every Thursday 1pm–3pm Bring your
own knitting needles and wool and join
other knitters. For knitters at all levels
of experience. Suitable for beginners experienced knitters will be available to help.
Sun 23rd, 30th Aug and 6 Sep 1pm–
2.30pm Rongoā Māori workshops with
Emma Haslam. Learn about Rongoā Rākau,
traditional Māori plant medicine. Emma
will talk about the properties of some native
plants and discuss the key philosophies,
principles, and processes of Rongoā Māori.
Emma has supported Donna Kerridge in her
Rongoā Māori practice for the last 6 years and
has trained with well-known Rongoā Māori
experts Rob McGowan and Atarangi Muru.

New Lynn War Memorial Library
3 Memorial Drive
Sat 1st 10.30-12.30pm Love Food Hate
Waste. Learn about food waste in New
Zealand. With a screening of the documentary
“Just Eat It” and a look into how to make
better choices and save on food waste.
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WHAU LIBRARIES LINE-UP
New Lynn War Memorial Library
Wed 19th 4pm – 5.15pm Home
Composting systems overview. This workshop
will cover three composting systems. Come
along to find out which one suits you best
and discover how easy it is! Confirmed
participants will receive a $40.00 discount
toward the purchase of a composting system
that can be redeemed online. This course is
proudly supported by Auckland Council and
delivered by the Compost Collective.

Recommended reads

These are some great reads about valuing
your heritage and finding your own voice.

Children
Prairie lotus by Linda Sue Park is Hanna’s
pioneer experience as a young Asian girl
in 1880’s America and the untold story
of the Chinese settlers. You won’t believe
this by Adam Baron is both hilarious and
tragic as Cymbeline tries to discover why
his best friend Nanai, who arrived in the
UK as a Boat Person from Vietnam, has
suddenly lost the will to live.
Dawn raid by Pauline (Vaeluagga)
Smith is Sophias’ diary, initially all about
clothes and school until she experiences
the harassment of Pacific Islanders
during the 1970s.

Register through the compost collective website:
www.compostcollective.org.nz/events/wormfarming-for-children-new-lynn/
Fri 28th 2pm-3pm Bees Wax Wraps
Making. Keep your food fresh in an
environmentally friendly way make
yourself some bees wax fabric wraps. Ages
16+. *Bookings essential
Thurs August 20th and 27th 11:30am –
1pm Rongoā Workshops – Māori healing and
medicine These workshops provide a peek into
the world of Rongoā Rākau, traditional māori
healing. We will discuss key philosophies,

August
principles, and processes of Rongoā and explore
why the ngahere is the best place to learn about
the gifts of our tuākana.
Tuesday 4th and 18th August 10.30am
– 11:30am Huinga Kōrero – te reo Māori
Conversation Group Come join us to
practice te reo Māori in a relaxed setting.
Tuesday 11th and 25th August 10.30 –
11.30am Te Reo Playgroup Community
led playgroup focused on speaking te reo
Māori with our tamariki. Join in and help
make it happen – bring your whanau and
your ideas.

The Next Great Paulie Fink by Ali
Benjamin is filled with hilarious pranks
(and bad behaviour by goats) as the
students of a tiny rural school compete
to determine who will become the next
Paulie Fink.

Teens

Price of Duty by Todd Strasser as Jake, a
war hero and recuperating from a battle
injury must decide if he will follow the
career chosen for him by his military family.
Slay by Brittney Morris is Kiera’s fight to
protect her secret identity as the creator
of the multiplayer online role-playing
card game, Slay, where Black gamers duel
worldwide as Nubian personas. Mainstream
media say Slay is racist, exclusionist, and a
violent hub for thugs and criminals.

The power of matakite, love, betrayal and sacrifice
In the past libraries were kept as quiet
spaces but over the years their role in
the community has changed, it is now
a space where children come for lively
activities and all are welcome.
Broken Tikanga. The Power of
Matakite, Love, Betrayal and Sacrifice, by
Raewyn Anderson.
The author talk by Raewyn Anderson
which was held last month, was no
different; the event was set-up in the
middle of New Lynn library which
encouraged all that passed to be involved
and invited. The space was opened by the
author’s husband and best friend who gave
a mihi and a karakia in support of his wife.
Raewyn’s book tells the story of three

generations of women with the gift of
matakite (clairvoyancy) and their struggles
and how each has responded to that gift. It
pays homage to the authors East Coast roots
and that of her tīpuna.
The story takes place in a small town on
the East Coast called Uawa (Tolaga Bay).
Reawyn spoke about how this land is living
to her and reflects her past present and
future tipuna walking on this land.
“When I look at the land, I look at history; I
look at uncles who have passed, and loved that
little spot, aunty, nannies who grew fruit trees;
people who loved and lived there, who spent
time, those who gardened; it’s like a living
history every time you look at it”, she says.
Anderson wrote the book for her six

children
and
mokopuna and she
says what pushed her
to publish, was the
lack of Te Ao Māori
books. She said her
wish is that we could
go into any bookstore
or library and walk
over to a shelf and pull out a wide range of
books that reflect “the story we tell late at
night with all the cousins in the wharenui.”
This book sold out over lock down and it
is now being rolled out as a New Zealand
Educational resource for high schools. It
comes highly recommended. Order your
copy from the library now!
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What’s happening
Online community calendar at www.bhb.nz

CLASSIFIEDS
Karls Mowing Lawns, hedges, weed spraying,
garden tidy up, garden waste removed.
Reliable. Ph 022 199 3133.
Personal Trainer / Pilates Instructor
Adele Griffin, 021 101 4476. Supporting your
journey to a healthier lifestyle. Green Bay /
Ellerslie www.gofitness.nz
Marty’s Mowing Services Lawns, hedges,
spraying, tidying, garden waste removed.
Private & body corporates. Refs. available.
Ph 021 491 255.
Learn to Dance Beginners - Social Partner
Dancing A mix of Latin & Hustle, step your way to
fitness every Wednesday 7pm at BHB Community
Centre. Start anytime. No need to book. No partner
required. No experience necessary. Phone Colin
0210363249 or Hannah 021576210.

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS:
BHB = Blockhouse Bay
GB = Green Bay
NL = New Lynn
CC = Community Centre
BHBCC = Blockhouse Bay Community Centre,
524 BHB Rd, BHB.
GBCH = Green Bay Community House,
1 Barron Drive, Green Bay.
NLCC = New Lynn Community Centre,
45 Totara Ave, NL
Term time = operates during school term time only.

AUGUST
Wed 5th Puketapapa Business Voice
networking breakfast 7.30 am.
Contact Ella Kumar for details 021 047 742.
Thu 6th Puketapapa Community Forum
6:30-8pm at YMCA at Wesley Community Centre,
740 Sandringham Rd Extn, Mt Roskill.
Sat 8th Wairaki Stream planting day Search
“Friends of Wairaki Stream” on Facebook for
details. (see p24)
Sat 8th Community Market 7am – 12noon at
BHBCC. 2nd & last Saturdays each month.
Sun 9th Re:generate fashion market 10am –
1pm, Titirangi War Memorial Hall. Reuse, recycle
& re-love. A place to buy and sell pre-loved men’s

and women’s clothing and accessories. Find some
great pre-loved bargains and amazing vintage
pieces. Rain or shine. www.regenerate.net.nz
Food Truck Sundays – Brunch is Back 9am –
2pm at French Bay Yacht Club. A stunning location
for some of the best street food and live music in
Auckland. A zero-waste event, hosted by
www.lovestreetfood.co.nz.

Advertise your event
here for free!
Email kerrie@bhb.nz

REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
Please check with the organisers for
details over holidays.

MONDAYS

Food Truck Sundays
Tue 18th Wairaki Stream planting day Search
“Friends of Wairaki Stream” on Facebook for details.
(see p24)
Sat 15th New Lynn Lions Monthly Book Sale
8am – 4pm at New Lynn Friendship Club,
3063 Gt Nth Road, New Lynn (down the driveway).
All books, DVDs, CDs, videos and jigsaw puzzles just
$1. Magazines 5 for $1. Drop off books for donation
Thursdays between 9am & 11am or on the day.
Sat 29th Community Market 7am – 12noon at
BHBCC. 2nd & last Saturdays each month.
BHB Village Market. From 8.30am, along
mainstreet on BHB Rd. Contact Jodie Judd
manager@blockhousebay.org or ph 09 626 5081.
Last Saturday of each month.

SEPTEMBER
Tues 1st Puketapapa Business Voice networking
After 5 event 6pm to 7.30pm. Contact Ella Kumar
021-047742 for details.
Thu 3rd Puketapapa Community Forum 6:30-8pm
at YMCA at Lynfield Youth and Leisure Centre.

Mandarin Speaking Knitting Circle
10am - 12noon at BHB library. Bring your own
knitting needles and wool and join other knitters
at all levels of experience. Experienced knitters
will be available to help. 普通话毛线编织社 每
周一上午10.am – 12.noon 请带上你的毛线
编织针和线来学习交流编织技法
Mandarin English bilingual storytime
10:30-11am at Avondale Library. Term time.
New Lynn. 图书馆每周五的中文故事会欢迎所
有小朋友及家长的共同参与。通过讲故事，
唱儿歌，念童谣，一起度过欢乐的30分钟。

TUESDAYS
Green Bay Community Playgroup
9am-11.30am at GBCH. $4 per family, under 6m
free. Tues & Thurs, term time.
Wriggle & Rhyme for infants and toddlers
9:30am-10am, 10:30-11am at Avondale Library.
Term time.
Armanasco House situated next to BHB Library,
is one of the Bay’s early settler houses and is open
10am-2pm for public interest and information.

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Sat 3rd Oct Roskill Together International Day of
the Older Person (IDOP) event
Sat 17th Oct Roskill Together Dance Festival
Fri 6th Nov Puketapapa Diwali event
Sat 28th Nov Lynfield Community day “Christmas
in our Park”
To register interest in any of the above events volunteers, performances, arts and crafts, stalls
etc contact Ella Kumar 021 047 742.

Greater Auckland Chorus
Greater Auckland Chorus We are an all-female
a cappella and barbershop chorus rehearsing
Tuesday nights in Epsom. Check out our website
for more details. www.greateraucklandchorus.com

Shalini Shandil M: 027 629 4410
Email: shalini@eclipseinsurance.co.nz
Website: eclipseinsurance.co.nz

Specialising in:
• Home loans • House & contents insurance • Refinancing
• Vehicle insurance • Debt consolidation • All other commercial insurance
Your local Insurance and Mortgage Advisers serving the local community for over 15 years.

Women’s
Call Dinner
us for a free no obligation review
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REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
TUESDAYS
West Auckland Ladies Craft group
6:30-8:30pm Tuesdays at Rosebank Primary
School Hall, 217 Rosebank Rd, Avondale. Bring
your crochet, sewing, artwork etc. along for
inspiration and new friendships. Cost $2.
ontact Oreen on 021 0297 6012 for further info.
Housie at the BHB Community Centre. Sales from
6.30pm. Starts 7.30pm till 10pm.
Western Districts Women’s Dinner Club
a group of ladies that meet monthly for dinner and
a speaker/entertainer at Bricklane Restaurant,
New Lynn. Visitors are very welcome. Ph Anne
021 2933833 (or 627 1416) to book or for info.

WEDNESDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

Mandarin/English Storytime 2.15-2.45pm at BHB
Library. Term time. Blockhouse Bay 图书馆的中英
文双语故事活动可以让孩子们在轻松愉快的
环境中学习另一种语言和文化。我们提供多样
化的活动内容，包括
音乐舞蹈，讲故事，游戏和语言教学。这是个
免费的活动适合3岁以上的孩子们。每周日下
午2.15分到2.45分, 学校假期暂停。
Social Partner Dancing with Move Dance Co.
at BHBCC. No experience necessary and no partners
required. 7pm Beginners, 8pm Intermediate followed
by social dancing. Beginners’ concession available,
casual $15. Ph Hannah, 021 576 210
POWERtalk Waitakere meets 1st and 3rd Weds,
7.30pm, Kelston Community Centre, Awaroa Rd,
Glendene. Learn the public speaking skills needed
to be confident in front of others. Contact Sheridan:
0272 828799 or (09) 828 7999.

THURSDAYS

Wriggle & Rhyme
Wriggle & Rhyme for 0-2-year olds
9.30am at BHB Library. Songs, rhymes and gentle
exercise to music for babies and toddlers.
Term time.
Mainly Music for 0-4 yr olds. 9.30am
@ BHB Baptist, 504 BHB Rd. Singing, dancing,
craft, morning tea. Ph Mary 828 9027.
Church Service with Communion 10am at
Church of the Saviour, 2 Kinross St, BHB.
“Best morning tea in the Bay”.
Friendship Centre All seniors welcome.
9.30am-12.30pm (term time only). Avondale
Baptist Church Hall, Cnr New North & BHB Bay
Rds. Ph 09 631 5968 for further information.
Green Bay Art Group 9.30am-11.30am at GBCH.
$2 donation, bring your own project along. All art
mediums & styles welcome. Term time.
Creative Colouring Class 9.30am-11.30am at
GBCH. $2 donation, bring your own books and
materials. Term time.
Knitting and Crochet Group 9.30am-12noon
at GBCH. $2 donation. Swap patterns and share
ideas. Free lessons! Term time.

Green Bay Community Playgroup 9-11.30am
at GBCH, $4 per family, under 6m free. Tues &
Thurs, term time.
Friendship Centre All seniors welcome.
9.30am-12.30pm term time. BHB Baptist Church
Hall, 504 BHB Rd. Ph 09 631 5968 for further info.
Preschool Storytime 10.30am at BHB Library.
Free and fun, learning literacy development
through stories and songs. Term time.
Community Singers Blockhouse Bay Practice
from 12.30-2.30pm at BHBCC, and sing at rest
homes monthly. Contact Dawn Carseldine on
ph 817 2405 or ruth52@outlook.co.nz
Knitting Circle 1-3pm at the BHB Library. BYO
knitting needles and wool, and join others in
these casual knitting group sessions for all levels.
Experienced knitters available to help.

FRIDAYS
Book Club 10:30am-12noon at BHB Library, third
Friday of the month (exc Jan). Come and join our
lively discussions about what you’ve been reading,
and find new books from the selection provided.
Food Pantry open 1-3pm at BHB Baptist Church.
Momiji Japanese Kids Playgroup 3.30pm
- 5.30pm at GBCH. First visit free. Contact
momojiplaygroupnz@gmail.com.
Ruh ki Baarish led by Pastors Anil and Reena
Kant and the Hills Satsung Team.7pm every Friday
at Hills Church, 179 Hillsborough Rd.

SATURDAYS

Rhymetime Storytime 10-10:30am at Avondale
Library. Term time.
500 card game played 12.30-2.30pm at the
BHBCC. Friendly group, looking for more players.
Contact Noel Johnston on 627 8306.

SUNDAYS

BHB-Lynfield Lions Club sausage sizzle
9am – 1pm for Lions Projects last Saturday each
month outside BHB ASB.
Family Storytime 11-11:30am at Avondale
Library. Term time.
Free Dinner 2nd Saturday of the month,
5-7pm, at Iona Presbyterian Church hall,
38 Donovan St BHB. All welcome.
For more information phone 09 627 9845.

Mandarin/English Storytime
Knitting and Crochet fortnightly 3-5pm at GBCH.
Knitting and crochet for fun. Swap patterns and
share ideas. $2 donation.

CHURCH SERVICES
BHB Baptist 504 BHB Rd. Ph 09-626 6980.
Sundays 10am Worship and teaching for all ages,
6.30pm worship, teaching and coffee.
BHB Community Church 76 Dundale Ave, BHB.
Ph 09 626 6284. Sundays, 10.30 am service.
Church of the Saviour 2 Heaphy St, BHB
Ph 09 627 8779. Sundays, 9am - Communion
service. 11am - Café Style church. 1.30pm Mandarin service. 4pm - Interdenominational
Service. 7pm Zoom prayer time over winter.
Contact office for details.
Iona Presbyterian Church 38 Donovan Street,
BHB Ph. 09 627 9845. Sundays, 10am service.
Hosanna Avondale Baptist Church 1288 New
North Road, Avondale
Ph. 09 828 0182. Sundays 10am, Children’s
Ministry 10.30am. Coffee & fellowship afterwards.
Lynfield Community Church 35 The Avenue,
Lynfield. Ph 09 626 4141. Sundays, 9:30am
service.
St Dominic’s Catholic Church 34 Bolton St,
BHB ph 09 626 6207. Weekend Masses: Saturday
vigil 6:00pm; Sunday 9:30am. Weekday Masses:
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9:15am; Wednesday
7:00pm.
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What’s happening
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

including our monthly away trips where morning tea is
on us! For more info contact 626 3381 or 837 5441.

POWERtalk Waitakere Meets 1st & 3rd Weds,
7.30pm, Kelston Community Centre, Awaroa Rd,
Glendene. Join us to learn the public speaking skills
needed to be confident in front of others. Contact
Sheridan: 0272 828799, or (09) 828 7999.

6th Auckland Girls’ Brigade 6-8pm at Iona Church,
38 Donovan Street, BHB. All girls 5 years upwards
welcome. Contact Dorothy 027 275 9592 or
dorothy.findlay@xtra.co.nz.

Iona Scouts Meet under the BHBCC. Keas (school yrs
1-3) 6-7pm Cubs (school yrs 4-6) 6.30-8pm Scouts
(school yrs 7-10) 6.30-8pm. Contact Colin (021 208
1103) for more info.

Auckland Grey Power Assoc 577 BHB Rd, open
Monday to Friday 10.30 till 1pm, or by arrangement.
Ph: 626 0895 e: akgreypowerinfo@gmail.com.

Inner Wheel Club of Mt Roskill: Meets 4th
Thursday monthly (except Nov/Dec), 7.30pm, Selwyn
Heights Village, Royal Oak. We are women who enjoy
fun, friendship, interesting speakers and fundraising
for charity. iwmtroskillmembership@gmail.com
www.iwmtroskill.weebly.com.

Titirangi U3A (includes BHB, Green Bay, Glen
Eden, Kelston & New Lynn) for those aged 50+.
Meets 4th Tuesday of the month (Jan-Nov),
1pm at West Lynn Gardens, 73 Parker Avenue,
New Lynn. Guest speakers, study/hobby groups
-keep learning. Contact 817 5519 or
maggie.u3a.titirangi@gmail.com.

Ladies’ Friendship Club Meets 3rd Monday each
month, 1.30pm at Iona Community Hall, Donovan St,
BHB. Speakers, friendship, outings and afternoon
tea. Contac Lyn 627-9132

West Auckland Districts Tramping Club The club
tramps most Sundays, meeting at Glen Eden. For
full details check out the activities calendar at
www.westaucklandtrampingclub.co.nz.

Lion Budokan Karate Classes Saturdays, 8-9am at
231 Whitney Street, BHB. Age 5 years and above. Visit
www.budokan.co.nz or call 09-972-2215 for more
details and for other options.

Western Districts Women’s Dinner Club
A group of ladies meeting 2nd Tuesday each month
for dinner and a speaker/entertainer at Bricklane
Restaurant, New Lynn. Ph Anne 021 293-3833 or
627-1416 to book or for info.

Avondale Ladies Probus Club Meets 10am
4th Friday of each month at Avondale Bapt. Church
lounge, cnr BHB Rd and New North Rd. Monthly bus
trips also. More info phone Beryl 626 5675.
BHB Historical Society Meets at 1pm on the
1st Wednesday, every second month, at BHCC.
Includes a guest speaker and trading table.
Contact Brian Goodwin on 09 626 5809 or
info@blockhousebayhistoricalsociety.com.
BHB Ladies Probus meets 10am to noon 2nd Friday
of each month (Feb to Dec) at BHBCC. Speakers
and morning tea. Outings available 4th Fridays. New
members welcome. Enquiries to Ann Stankovich,
09 817 8545, Norma Taylor 09 626 6267.
BHB-Lynfield Lions Club Dinner Meeting 3rd
Wednesday each month exc Dec-Jan, all welcome. Go
to www.bhbl-lions.org to find latest info and to book.
BHB Y’s Walking Club: Meet each Mon & Wed
at 8.30am at BHBCC. A different walk each week

Lynfield Tennis Club Caters for all ages and standards
of play, from beginners to advanced with coaching,
social play, club championships and inter club. Located
on The Avenue, Lynfield (opp Countdown). For more
information visit www.lynfieldtennis.co.nz
New Lynn Tennis Club Wednesdays 4pm (age 7-10),
5pm (age 11+). Sundays 9am (age 7-10), 10am (age
11+). 13 Fruitvale Rd, New Lynn. Ph Tracy on
021 806 992 or email tennisnewlynn@gmail.com

Western Quilters’ Circle 7:30pm at Kelson
Community Centre. Meets last Tuesday of the
month, exc December. Contact Michelle Dawson on
021 148 6888 for more info.
Western Wolves American Football Club Juniors
13-16 years, Colts 17-19 years, Womens 17+ open
grade, Premier Men 20+ open grade. Further info
contact club manager on 021 455 803.

Te Uru hosts young emerging artists exhibition
The Fresh One collective, in
partnership with Te Uru, The Creative
Souls Project and Whau The People,
is excited to announce ‘WYF: Where
You From’. An exhibition featuring
young emerging artists, WYF is now
showing at Te Uru until Sunday 13
September 2020.
Combining new work by ten Aucklandbased artists under the collective name Fresh
One, visitors are encouraged to engage with
the stories that each artwork presents.
“The question, ‘Where you from?’
alludes to many things. Whether it be
our ethnic makeup, migration stories,
ancestral land connections or simply
our suburb, it often connotes the notion
of ‘home’. This in turn offers various
insights into our personal experiences
of home; how our homes have shaped
us, politicised us and created us. As
the voices of the next generation of

Auckland artists, WYF seeks to diversify
the art world in the hopes of making
it a more inclusive space for both
established and emerging young artists.”
– Fresh One Collective
The Fresh One collective is made up
of: Ashleigh Taupaki, Atonia Vavao,
Cyrille Paul Lim, Eva Fuemana, Hamish
Raman, Jacob Hamilton, Jasmine
Tuiā, Joseph Hisayasu, Mr Meeseeks
and Taunese Puā. The exhibition is cocurated by Fresh One members Paulina
Bentley and Hulita Koloi.
WYF has been generously supported
by Creative New Zealand’s Toi Rangatahi
Engagement Fund.
@freshonecrew.
Te Uru is at Lopdell precinct,
420 Titirangi Road, and is open to the
public from Tuesday to Sunday, 10am
to 4.30pm. Entry is free.

Weeping tears of Hinemuri / newly formed
waters, 2020 gouache on glass By Ashleigh
Taupaki (b. 1997) Photo: Ashleigh Taupaki
and Jasmine Tuiā
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Book launch

Magazine editor’s secrets revealed in ‘tell-all’ memoir
UNDER THE COVERS Secrets of a
Magazine Editor – Jenny Lynch
‘This memoir is no nostalgic, dewy-eyed
trip down memory lane. How could it
be? We were hardly angels. There was
booze. Some people had permanent
hangovers. There were blow-ups. A
colleague hurled a typewriter out of
a window.’ – Jenny Lynch, Under the
Covers: Secrets of a Magazine Editor.
Lifting the lid on the glossy world
of magazine journalism, Jenny Lynch
reveals what really went on behind closed
doors in her revealing memoir, Under the
Covers: Secrets of a Magazine Editor. From
closely guarded secrets to the politics of
print media, common myths, mishaps,
squabbles, restructures and reader
diatribes, Lynch surveys her colourful life
in magazines. She also comments about
the seismic changes which have swept
through editorial offices and newsrooms
in recent years, not least the rise of cheque
book journalism.
‘What journalists did and how we did
it in the newsrooms and editorial offices
of the 1960s, ’70s and ’80s is light years
away from the way things are done now . .
. But those three decades form a colourful
slice of New Zealand media history. And
I want to make a record of them. I want
people to know what it was like to be
part of what is sometimes remembered
as the golden years of print journalism,’
says Lynch. Those golden years included
feature writing on the Weekly News – a
venerable magazine run like a gentlemen’s
club. Lynch joined as it was struggling to
cope with changing times and even its
eccentric characters couldn’t prevent the
magazine’s demise in 1971. She moved to
its replacement – an improbable attempt
at tabloid journalism called the Sunday
Herald. Lynch’s memoir details her
adventures on the short-lived newspaper,
which included a helter-skelter car trip
through the North Island with outspoken
feminist Germaine Greer, who had an
appointment in the Auckland Magistrates
Court. After it folded, she worked on
Thursday magazine – brainchild of

“What journalists did
and how we did it in the
newsrooms and editorial
offices of the 1960s, ‘70s
and ‘80s is light years
away from the way things
are done now.”
feminist journalist Marcia Russell – where
her targets included back street abortion
and calling up the dead.
Despite its conservative reputation, it
wasn’t all ‘Over the Teacups’ and Pixie
Pages at the New Zealand Woman’s Weekly.
The magazine also had an audacious,
controversial, saucy side. There were royal
scandals and celebrity gossip, and Weekly
readers lapped it up.
Peppered with the names of the famous
and the fleeting, Lynch recalls the fun
and challenges of working as a magazine
journalist, not least, her turbulent years
helming the Weekly; one of New Zealand’s
most iconic and beloved magazines. Full of
drama and intrigue, Lynch also recounts

the Weekly’s battle for dominance in what
became known as The Magazine Wars,
fought against a backdrop of management
turbulence and ownership changes.
Candid, personal and compelling,
Lynch’s memoir pays tribute to New
Zealand’s most popular magazine, her
colleagues, the Weekly’s loyal readers
and long-standing Weekly Editor, the
inimitable Jean Wishart.
Jenny Lynch worked in magazine
journalism for more than 30 years and
her career also included working as an
actress, photographic model, television
production assistant and ‘Bunny’ at the
Melbourne Playboy. Born in Auckland,
Lynch was educated at Epsom Girls’
Grammar and in the US. While overseas,
she worked for a Canadian newspaper
and Australian television. Although
principally a feature writer, Lynch
gained wide experience in various other
magazine roles, including columnist,
fashion writer, theatre critic and layout
designer. She became Assistant Editor of
the New Zealand Woman’s Weekly in 1977
and Editor in 1987. She led the magazine
for seven years and is the author of three
previous non-fiction books. Lynch lives in
Lynfield with her husband Dr Gavin Ellis
and their cat Rufus.
Published by Mary Egan Publishing;
15 May 2020; RRP: $38.00

Jenny Lynch
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Avondale College sweeps New Zealand Microsoft Champs
An “unbeatable” test proved to be no
problem for three Avondale College
students, who have taken out the top
places in the national Microsoft Office
National Championships for 2020!
Tristan Mona, Simran Tak and Irene
Wang, all Year 13 Avondale College
prefects, gained the highest scores in the
national competition, which tested their
knowledge and creative thinking skills in
different Microsoft Office applications.
As the world’s largest IT competition,
each year the Microsoft championships
attract more than three quarters of a
million contestants of secondary school
and university age. The competition
moved online this year, but Jonathan
Jansen of New Zealand Industry
Qualifications says the New Zealand
division was as competitive as ever, despite
current global affairs.
“Moving to an online championship was
a difficult decision, but the determination
of our contenders shone through with
some of the most impressive competition

scores we’ve seen to
date,” he says.
“We designed the
championship test
to be unbeatable;
hundreds
of
questions with less
than an hour to
complete
them.
Our expectation
was to simply
see how far a
competitor could
get. Needless to say,
we were incredibly Microsoft National Champions: Irene Wang (3rd), Simran Tak (2nd)
impressed
when and Tristan Mona (1st)
multiple Avondale students completed achievement for these students, and is
the tests entirely and with almost perfect testament to our Innovation Programme,”
accuracy.”
she said.
Principal Lyndy Watkinson, said she
Unfortunately, the world championships
was very proud that Avondale College won’t be taking place this year, but without
students had once again dominated the a doubt, the three New Zealand champions
Microsoft championships.
will be taking their unbeatable skills and
“To achieve 1st, 2nd and 3rd place confidence into the remainder of their final
in New Zealand is an exceptional year at Avondale and beyond.

Exotic tree removal and natives replanting plan
Many people are not aware of the extent
of change that is coming to the tree cover
on nearby maunga. An ongoing protest
on Owairaka is almost a year old.
The plan illustrated is a visual indication of
the changes that are coming. It is a compilation
of two Tupuna Maunga Authority (TMA)
plans for Puketapapa/Mt Roskill. Of interest
is the amount of mature tree cover (pink)
being removed and the smaller area (green) of
replacement planting.
This maunga is lightly planted in
comparison to some others. All 160 exotic
trees (shaded pink on the plan) will be
removed and replaced with 8,991 new
native plants (shaded green on the plan).
The 160 trees make up 60% of current
tree cover with the remaining 40% being
existing natives. New plantings will
essentially be roadside planting and some
boundary planting. According to the plans,
the vast bulk of the new plantings are ferns,
grasses, flaxes and low growing shrubs.
Based on last season’s planting on other
maunga, the track record so far is not
impressive, with a substantial proportion of

Plans from TŪPUNA MAUNGA AUTHORITY Puketāpapa–Pukewīwī /Mt Roskill - Vegetation
restoration and exotic vegetation removal works. Overlay compilation of Appendix 5 Tree Removal
Method Report and Appendix 6 Planting Plan.

plants failing to survive the harsh conditions
Some feel that exotic trees which have
and dry summer. Plantings near summits survived for decades on maunga are being
utilised a method of pinning the planter bags treated in a similar way to statues that are
on top of the ground to avoid digging holes. now deemed offensive.
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Surprise win for jockey club
In the last issue (July 2020) Beacon
covered the Racing Bill which would
enable racecourses that are deemed
surplus to requirements, to be sold with
the proceeds to be transferred from the
clubs that owned the assets to the Racing
Industry. Essentially, this is property
confiscation without compensation.
The Bill has now passed into law and
comes into effect on 1st August. In the
meantime, clubs cannot sell or transfer
assets without permission.
In a surprising about face, the Racing
Industry Transition Authority (RITA)
granted Avondale Jockey Club (AJC)
five more race days while industry
restructuring proposals are advanced
further. Previously in the draft calendar,
no race days were allocated. Resuming
racing at Avondale and a few other
racecourses also kicks the contentious
asset confiscation to touch for the
duration of the elections.

AJC chairman Allan Boyle said
“AJC has worked hard over the
last decade to get into a strong
financial position and to plan for
the redevelopment of its land. The
aim had been to make a strong
contribution to the thoroughbred
industry by strengthening urban
racing in a city that is growing
faster, and expand our role. We
believe New Zealand must focus
Race 4: Apprentice jockey Ashvin Goindasamy rides Megeve
on its urban racing scene and make to a win. Photo Kenton Wright Racing Images
it strong. Anything is possible,
that racing proceeded successfully,
even in an industry that has stagnated.”
Recently, the Club held a one-off race demonstrating the quality of the track.
date to help out the industry due to wet There are five more race days
winter conditions. Beacon attended and scheduled at this point, so enjoy
observed the racecourse come to life once racing in Avondale while you can.
more with the buzz that surrounds racing. Wednesday 2nd September 2020
Earlier it had rained heavily, and the wind Wednesday 7th October 2020
was so strong that the race commentator Wednesday 4th November 2020
said he thought the commentary box Monday 26th April 2021 (Anzac Hol)
may blow off the top of the roof! Despite Wednesday 21st July 2021
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Lisa Whyte: National Party candidate New Lynn
My name is Lisa Whyte and I am the
National Party’s candidate for New
Lynn. Your decision this election will
have a huge impact on our country’s
pathway to economic recovery, for this
generation and that of our children.
It has never been more important to
get the recovery framework in this post
Covid world right to ensure our economy,
and therefore our families, businesses and
communities recover as soon as possible
in a sustainable way. We face a rapidly
increasing cost of living in the face of
uncertain economic times. National have
committed to repealing the Auckland fuel
tax and not introducing any new taxes in
the next term.
The skills I bring include a corporate
finance background both here and in
Europe, and 15 years in elected community
leadership roles at Auckland Council.
I trained as a management accountant,
have a degree in Economics and Politics,
a diploma in Corporate Treasury and am a
trained RMA hearing commissioner.

I am passionate about being an effective
advocate for New Lynn to ensure we have
the infrastructure investment necessary
to cope with the impacts of growth. There
is huge housing and population growth
expected in the short term, yet little in
the way of investment to accommodate
it. We recently announced a $31 billion
infrastructure pipeline of projects which
will provide the much needed certainty

for businesses and communities.
Auckland is in crisis as far as transport
and water are concerned.
I will not take the electorate for
granted. I will listen to the community,
and work hard to resolve the issues we
face. I have a proven track record of
getting things done.
I am asking for your support.
Thank you, Lisa

Lisa Whyte
for New Lynn

E: lisa.whyte@national.org.nz
W: lisawhyte.national.org.nz
FB: @nzlisawhyte
Authorised by L Whyte, 107 Great Sth Road, Auckland.
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Local “shovel ready” projects approved
In April while the country was still in
lockdown, the government made a call
for “shovel-ready” projects that could be
funded to help restart the economy as we
work our way back after the economic
shock caused by the COVID-19 crisis.
Auckland Council responded to this call
with a total of 73 projects city-wide, and it
has now been confirmed that of the four
Auckland transport projects approved, two
are of direct benefit to West Auckland and
the Whau: the North-West busway and the
Te Whau pathway.
Whau Ward Councillor Tracy Mulholland
is delighted by the announcement.
“The Te Whau pathway will create a
safe walking and cycling connection from
Olympic Park to Te Atatu, and it’s a project
which I am very proud of”, she said.
“The North-West busway is also great news.
This project will help to reduce congestion
during rush hour by making public
transport a better, more attractive option for
commuters. With more commuters opting
for public transport, the traffic reduction
will help the roading networks flowing

efficiently, creating a winwin for everyone.
“With construction
of the two west projects
set to start next year, this
investment is expected
to create hundreds of
jobs which will keep
Aucklanders working and
stimulate the economy.
The economic benefits
and the inherent benefits
of this infrastructure
to the people who
will use them make
these very worthwhile
investments”.
The Te Whau pathway
which was commenced in Purple line: Funded; Red line: Completed/Consented; Yellow line: Proposed
2015 will eventually link Path/Not Consented; Blue line: Proposed/Consented Separately
the Manukau Harbour to the Waitematā
Harbour via a shared path designed to Ken Maunder Park, and the other through
accommodate pedestrians and cyclists. The Te Atatū South, from Laurieston Park to the
$35m government allocation will enable North Western Cycleway.
two sections of the pathway to be built; one For more info go to
through New Lynn from Olympic Park to www.tewhaupathway.org.nz

We’ve supported 107
community groups that were
impacted by COVID-19

View a list of recipients from the Your West Support Fund at
thetrusts.co.nz/support
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New Wastewater Tunnel Reaches into Whau
Recent Meet the Contractor events were held for local
residents at Dundale Ave, Glenavon and Haycock Ave,
Mt Roskill, near two of the worksites for the project.
Watercare is building a branch line called the Central
Interceptor link sewer which will be 2.5m diameter. It will
run from the 4.5m diameter Central Interceptor in May
Road to terminate at Mirada Reserve near Wolverton St. The
pipeline will be about 20 – 30 metres underground, so there
will be five access shafts used during construction.
Work has already started at Haycock Ave with the
demolition of two houses. The site is now being prepared
for work to start on the shaft. Once commissioned in 2023,
the existing Western Interceptor network will connect to the
new link sewer.
The Haycock and Dundale sites will have minimal impact
on traffic during the year and a half construction period. A
smaller shaft at Whitney St will be a little more difficult as it
is on the roadside.
Interested residents can stay informed with email
newsletters from the www.centralinterceptor.co.nz project.

Mt Roskill
New Lynn

May Road

Central Interceptor
Main construction site
Construction site

Manukau Harbour
New link sewer line from May Rd to Miranda Reserve and access points
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Rob Gore: NZ First Candidate for New Lynn
I am standing for New Zealand First
because we need, for our community
and our country, a smart and
sustainable immigration system that
does not exploit migrant workers but
instead trains up, skills, or employs our
young people. We must protect vital
domestic industry and strategic assets
from foreign control. They are essential
services and resources that must be
protected and preserved for future
generations. I want a government that
puts Kiwis first, through an effective
and experienced team with common
sense principles and policies.
Two years ago I stood for the
Waitakere Ranges Local Board in a byelection, an area now included in my
home electorate of New Lynn where
I’ve chosen to stand for Parliament. In
the course of my local body campaign I
discovered two things:
The first is how seriously West Auckland
has been affected by an unaccountable,
uncontrollable leviathan in the Super
City bureaucracy. ACT Party’s Rodney
Hide and the National Party promised
us greater efficiency, accountability, and

democracy. Instead, we’ve witnessed the
ironically named “Council Controlled”
organisations like Watercare, Panuku
Development and Auckland Transport who
have forgotten what local decision-making
is. It is time we open the books, and build
a vision for Auckland that is sustainable,
fair and includes everyone affected in the
decision-making process.
The second is how rich with opportunity
and potential the people and places of West
Auckland are. Supporting common sense
projects such as extending passenger rail
from Swanson to Helensville, and diverting
freight to Wiri along a new AvondaleSouthdown line, will unleash productivity
and time wasted in gridlocked traffic.
Almost a quarter of young people in
the Whau Ward alone are not currently
in education, training, or employment.
Meanwhile there is a demand for skills
and WINZ is telling Immigration NZ
that there are not Kiwis employable or
trainable. Enlightened social policies like
the Business-Linked Internship Scheme,
modelled on the work of Otorohanga
Mayor Dale Williams, and the Youth

Rob Gore: NZ First Candidate for New Lynn

Employment Training and Education
Bill championed by NZF MP and West
Aucklander Darroch Ball, are the kind of
smart, proactive interventions that can
guide our young people into meaningful
employment and rewarding lives.
West Auckland needs an effective,
experienced, and pragmatic team in
Parliament who can accelerate good
policy while in Government and act
as a handbrake on bad policy. A party
vote for New Zealand First, is a vote for
common sense policies and principles
that can unleash the potential of West
Auckland and create opportunity for
every generation of New Zealander.

Authorised by E. Witehira. 251E Rawhiti RD4, Hikurangi, Northland, 0184
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Ruh ki Baarish - supporting India
India is now has the third highest
number of COVID19 infections and
deaths in the world.
Indians in NZ are understandably
deeply worried about friends and family
in India. With this background, Hills
Church recently called their entire
congregation to a week of concerted
prayer for the health and wellbeing of the
people of India.
The week culminated with the event,
Ruh ki Baarish, led by Pastors Anil and
Reena Kant and the Hills Satsung Team.
It was from 7pm on a wet Friday night
and featured Hindi worship, praise and
prayers. This was followed by dinner
(Ghar ka Khana). The high energy

meeting was livestreamed as Ps Anil has
an international following, having been
involved in Bollywood. Just a few days
after the meeting, there had been over
160,000 views.
Ps Anil says, “Here in New Zealand
we are blessed to be covid free but people
around the world are still facing hard
times and struggling with the virus. We
brought worship right into their homes
online. We prayed and encouraged them
to have faith in God and not give up. Let
us believe God will move in these nations
and bring healing”.
Ruh ki Baarish will now be continuing
every Friday night at 179 Hillsborough
Road.

Pastors Reena and Anil Kant and the Hills
SatSung team

New Windsor ‘Street Connectors’ launch during lockdown
At the start of lockdown, a call-out
from the HUB steering group for
Street Connectors resulted in Cate
agreeing to be an interim leader for
a New Windsor Street Connectors
team. Numerous conversations and
communications took place between
Cate and others engaged in the HUB
around what form the HUB’s response
to Covid-19 should take.
The decision was made to encourage
and facilitate community members
supporting each other as opposed to
HUB volunteers shopping for people,
and operating a phone service to support

people and reduce their sense of isolation.
Early in Lockdown flyers were created
for this purpose and to introduce and
grow the Street Connectors network.
A team of volunteer residents, sourced
via Facebook and the steering group,
delivered these flyers to every household
in New Windsor, following strict Covid
procedures for flyer handling.
The flyer delivery resulted in the Street
Connectors team and HUB Facebook
group’s significant growth in membership.
In early May the Street Connectors
Team met each other online and came
up with creative and practical ideas.

The outcome of a second face-to-face
meeting of the group in mid-June
resulted in a Neighbours Day event
strategy for residents near Brydon Place
Reserve, and a plan for a Community
Mapping project.

New Windsor celebrates Neighbours Day
‘Lots of kites, conversations, and
cups of tea! It was good to meet new
people as well as catch up with existing
friends.’
Some neighbours near Brydon Place
Reserve were planning a Neighbours
Day picnic and applied for a grant to
treat their neighbours to ice cream for
dessert. Lockdown scuppered that plan,
but with encouragement from the New
Windsor HUB’s Street Connectors team
they decided to celebrate Matariki by
flying kites at their local park.

Lots of kites took to the air and around
35-40 people enjoyed afternoon tea paid
for by the grant. They also bought a large
thermos to make hot drinks which were
very welcome on a brisk, showery day.
Plans for the next get together are
already forming, and the team are hoping
it can become a monthly event.
If you’d like to join New Windsor
HUB’s Street Connectors team contact
Cate at cate_is@yahoo.com or Shalema
on 0204 812 788 or shalema@
communitywaitakere.org.nz.
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Overcoming the Language Barrier
We all need to be able to communicate to
others in the community that we live in. A
language barrier can be a huge hurdle for
people to overcome in their daily lives. A
dedicated group of volunteers assist with
free English classes to help people start to
interact with others more easily.
The English beginner to advanced
classes have been based in the Blockhouse
Bay Community Centre since 2012. They
were started as an overflow from the free
English and Integration Classes held in
the New Lynn Community Centre that
have since terminated. As the classes
are free, BHB Community Centre has
supported them by not charging for room
hire which has been an enormous help. As
founder and Coordinator, Shayne Walters
has been the key person leading the team
and keeping the classes running.
Students can be migrants, refugees or even
long stay tourists. Their nationalities have
included Japanese, Brazil, Chile, Spanish,
Chinese, Korean, Somalia, Russia, Uruguay

India Pakistan and Kazakhstan as
well as from Africa and Europe.
When the volunteer tutor does
not understand the student’s native
language, then they teach using the
full immersion method of English
only. Drawing and acting skills are
really useful to communicate with
full immersion. Shayne’s degree
majored in Chinese and Product
Design, so he can communicate
Co-ordinator Shayne Walters teaching English to Yaw Yin Ling
fluently with Chinese students.
While caring for his father in his
bridge to employment and Shayne proudly
later years, first at home and then at Powley confirms that those volunteers have been
House, Shayne started volunteering in his 100% successful in finding paid work.
spare time. He has now been a dedicated
The numbers of students and volunteers
volunteer for many years. He says that people fluctuates and is currently lower due to
volunteering to help with teaching English travel restrictions. There are other English
can get just as much out of the classes as the language classes available but there are
students do. First, there is the satisfaction few free options. Shayne likes keeping this
of human interaction. Some volunteers class neutral and also free of political or
are retirees wanting to do something commercial influence.
meaningful. Others may be looking for paid To get involved, contact Shayne on
employment. They see volunteering as a 027 8577488.
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Deborah Russell:
Labour MP for New Lynn
I love the New Lynn electorate. It’s
diverse and vibrant, full of people
who care about each other and their
community. It now stretches all the
way from Avondale right out to the
Waitakere Ranges.
The Labour government has worked
hard for us in New Lynn, providing
extra funding for schools, building
over 300 new social housing units, and
supporting great local organisations.
I live right in the middle of the
electorate, so I understand our local issues
from the inside. I’ve helped with funding
for a rebuild at Lynfield College, led a
select committee investigation into kauri
dieback, and connected with community
groups across West Auckland. I’ve helped
people to solve problems with housing,
immigration, schooling, and all of the
issues we face in our daily lives. Some of
the best moments for me and my team
over the last few years have been when
we’ve been able to get a family into a new

warm dry house, or we’ve sorted out a
visa problem, or helped a young person
to get into education.
In recent months, after the Covid-19
shut down ended, I’ve been visiting
businesses throughout the electorate,
finding out how things are going on
the ground, and helping people to
access government assistance. Packages
like the wage subsidy and the small
business loan scheme have helped our
local businesses to keep going in this
difficult time.
I’m thrilled that the New Lynn
electorate now includes the Waitakere
Ranges. If I am re-elected as your MP,
it will be a privilege to be one of the
people responsible for looking after this
extraordinarily beautiful part of Auckland.
I want to keep on working for you.
This September, vote Deborah Russell
for New Lynn and party vote Labour.
Let’s keep moving!
Deborah Russell
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LIFE’S TOO PRECIOUS TO SPEND ON LAWNS.
At Ryman, we take care of the lawns, window cleaning, and more. It means you have less on your
‘to do’ list and can spend your time doing more of the things that make you happy. It’s another
way we’re pioneering a new way of living for a new retirement generation.
Superbly located in Lynfield near shops
and cafés, Murray Halberg Village is named
in honour of a pioneering West Aucklander
who set the standard for others to follow.
Brand new apartments and plans available now
One, two and three-bedroom layouts
With your choice of beautiful garden views
or elevated views of Manukau Harbour
Priced from $630,000
Fixed base weekly fee of $129* and our
deferred management fee is capped at 20%
- one of the lowest in the retirement sector
*Some conditions apply

Call Taryn or Lucy for more details.

MURRAY HALBERG VILLAGE
11 Commodore Drive, Lynfield, 09 627 2727
Sales office open 7 days

1383

rymanhealthcare.co.nz
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Lynfield man finds dream job next door
The Covid-19 pandemic is what gave
Shayne Harper the big push he needed
to change careers.
Having worked as an inflight service
coordinator with Air New Zealand for five
years, and before that Qantas for 10 years,
he had got comfortable with the lifestyle,
but his previous vocation kept returning
to the front of his mind.
“I live right next door to the Ryman
village here in Lynfield and had been
watching it being built as I drove past every
day. I often thought maybe I should apply
but I just didn’t have time. I could already
see myself coming back to caring though.”
Shayne had completed the first year of
his nursing degree before being persuaded
to give the airlines a try, but with planes
grounded due to the pandemic and a
pending redundancy, he finally took the
chance to follow up.
He went online to the Ryman careers
website and submitted his application
for caregiver in the Special Care Unit.
The following week, he got a call from
Michelle Barnard, the Assistant to the
Manager, who conducted their interview
over Zoom due to Level 4. He didn’t have
long to wait for an answer either:
“I found out the next day that I’d got
the job. She said, ‘can you start at 9am?!’”
Shayne embarked on a steep learning
curve as so much had changed since he
had worked in care in a hospital setting
15 years ago.

“When I was caring before it was all
done on paper, but here we type it straight
into the tablet or computer,” says Shayne.
The management style was different too.
“Back in the day you would have the
matron and it was very hierarchical. Now
it’s a real team and everyone’s input is
equally valued.
“There’s been so much for me to learn
there has really been no time for me to
feel upset about my redundancy because
I’m so focused on this. I’m just very, very
grateful.”

“I couldn’t think of a job
that’s more rewarding
than this, going home
at the end of the day
knowing you have made
someone happy.”
Shayne hadn’t experienced dementia
care before but is impressed with the
Ryman approach, where staff work more
like a care companion enabling or guiding
residents to be as independent as possible
in a more homely environment rather
than being focused on getting through a
list of tasks.
As the village has moved from Level 4
to Level 1, Shayne has enjoyed working

EVEREST FINANCIAL SERVICES
Turn your DREAMS into REALITY

• Home loans
• Business loans
• Personal risk
insurance
• Asset and car
finance
• No obligation
discussion
CONTACT:
Prateek Malhotra
09 215 6912 | Mobile: 021 424 119
info@everesthomeloans.co.nz
557 Blockhouse Bay Road,
Blockhouse Bay
www.everesthomeloans.co.nz

Dr Nitin Raniga Orthodontist
BDS (Otago), DclinDent (Otago),
MOrth RSCEd, MRACDS (Orth)

6 Exminster Street, Blockhouse Bay
Ph: 09 627 3555

nitin@aucklandortho.co.nz
www.aucklandortho.co.nz

Shayne Harper

without being head to toe in personal
protective equipment (PPE) and seeing
the interactions between the residents and
their relatives.
Now with his eye firmly on finishing his
nursing degree, he is relishing every day at
his home away from home. “I actually love
it here in special care. It’s just so homely,
sometimes it’s hard to leave! My meeting
earlier today was about being family and
treating our residents like they’re your
aunt and uncle.”
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Wairaki Stream conservation progresses
The first winter planting day for
Lynfield’s Wairaki Stream was scheduled
for mid-July and an enthusiastic group
turned up ready to get stuck in.
Leaders Dianne McCarthy and Kathy
Neilson had to quickly action their plan
B when it became apparent that the 300
plants ordered would not be available.
There had been a mix up at Council with
recent changes to staffing. Undeterred,
they set the group to work on weeding
and clearing of exotic plants. Upstream
of Commodore Drive there is very little
regenerated native bush cover after earlier
periods of farming decades ago and then
subdivision works.
The areas already cleared of weeds and
rubbish is really impressive and planting

it out in natives will transform the
reserve. The Friends of Wairaki Stream
(FOWS) group have done a sterling
job of progressing Auckland Council’s
conservation plan. On the day, with
so much labour available, significant
progress was made removing an invasive
creeper and other weeds.
It was wonderful to see groups turning
up to work together including a migrant
group connected to Conservation New
Zealand. Working as a group gives people
confidence and training to undertake
conservation work.
Dianne says “We had 29 FOWS
stalwarts who braved the weather and
turned up to plant 300 trees. When
our trees didn’t turn up they took their

frustrations out on the jasmine, blue
morning glory, ginger, palm grass,
asparagus and ivy weeds to clear even
more space for our tree planting on
8 August. The Chilli Restaurant kindly
donated delicious club sandwiches,
sausages rolls and litres of juice to
revive the workers. Sincere thanks
to all.”
FOWS really is just a group of concerned
local residents who got together and
decided to make this part of the planet a
better place.
Join the team for the next planting
days: Sat 8 August and Tues 18 August.
Search “Friends of Wairaki Stream on
Facebook.

Andrew and dog Biva hauling firewood

Refreshments sponsored by Chilli Cafe

Volunteers making great progress clearing weeds last month

