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Editorial

The Remarkable Ryders
Right down near the end of Riversdale
Road is an extraordinary place run by
some remarkable people.
This hidden gem is a testament to
the Ryder family and some determined
collecting by the late Jack Ryder. So, what
do a cannon off the Bounty, a staircase
from Sir George Grey’s house and the
singlet that Peter Snell wore when winning
his gold medal in the 1964 Olympics in
Tokyo all have in common? Well, nothing
really except that Jack collected them and
brought them home to Avondale.
In recent years JC Ryders (formerly
Westwind Cinema) has been better
known as a boutique private cinema and
dining venue for groups, but that is not
how it all began.
Old Auckland pubs were being
demolished decades ago and some of the
beautiful features were just being dumped
or burned. Jack saved windows, bars,
beer pumps and even the entire front of
Kelvin House Pub in Hobson Street. The
Avondale Hotel was the most prominent
local building that he was involved with,
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The village that Jack built. Note the historic pecan tree

scoring some interior doors and the 1860
Welsh slate floor. He re-laid the slate in
his first building project.
His collecting earned him the nickname
“Junkie Jack”.
Jack’s vision was to create a village
modelled on old Auckland, so that people
could see what the city was like back in
the day. He wanted his village to have
the feel of old Auckland more than total
authenticity, so the buildings are a mash
up of materials from different pubs.
Part of one building even includes the
wheelhouse of HMNZS Kiwi. The Kiwi
was a minesweeper in WWII and had
the distinction of repeatedly ramming
the much larger Japanese submarine I1
at Guadalcanal, until the sub’s crew ran it
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aground. The attack was a heroic action
under continuous light arms fire. The
140mm gun from the submarine is on
display at the Torpedo Bay Navy Museum
in Devonport. The radio mast from
the Kiwi is also at Ryders, along with a
wheelhouse off the old double ended
Waitemata vehicular ferry, EagleHawk.
There is even a pump from the Edwin Fox
in Picton.
There are limits to what one man can
achieve but Jack gave it a pretty good go,
setting up a garage, fire station, railway
station and two pubs. His wife Margaret
once commented, “It’s an interesting
hobby, and he doesn’t drink or smoke”.
As a coachbuilder, he also loved vehicles
and transport in general. Then for good
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measure, one day he decided to go into
sports memorabilia as something different
because so many people at the time were
getting into antiques. His mother had
trained Jack to know and appreciate
antiques. A relative, another (John)
Jack Ryder 1889 - 1977, had been an
Australian cricketer, so maybe there was
something in the family. The more recent
NZ cricketer Jesse Ryder is not a relative.
The coachbuilding trade was in decline,
so Jack started working on the Auckland
wharves and stayed there for 35 years.
His spare time was spent collecting
artifacts and developing his village. He
also worked alongside some sportsmen,
as it was before the professional era. He
seemed to get on with everyone and
became well-liked by many prominent
sportsmen of the day, who happily
gave him autographed sports gear and
uniforms, in addition to the items that
he purchased.
He covered many sports. Several
racing drivers and speedway riders were
represented including Stirling Moss,
Ivan Mauger and Ole Olsen. The cricket
collection was really extensive with signed
bats, gloves, uniforms, and caps. Cricket
memorabilia came from sportsmen like
Geoffrey Boycott, Colin Cowdrey, Mark
Taylor, Sir Donald Bradman and Mark
Waugh. Jack also prolifically collected
rugby, league, and boxing items.
There was some ill feeling by the
sports codes that gave Jack access to the
players when he tried to auction off the
collection in 1987. Fortunately, Jack
had set unrealistically high reserves, and
nothing sold. In the years since, many of
the less important items have been sold to
maintain and develop the museum.
The Ryder family had moved to the
property in 1943 after their land was
bought by the government for the then
US Naval Mobile Hospital 6, which

Ford tow truck in garage

Cannon from the Bounty

Private cinema

Jack Ryder with Muhammad Ali

later became Avondale College. It had
previously been an orchard owned by
Major Rastrick. This part of Avondale had
an extensive horticultural history and a
huge protected pecan tree still stands in
the middle of the village.
In recent decades visitors would be
more familiar with the lunch/dinner and
movie experience in the 60-seat private
cinema. The cinema was built in 1975 by
Jack and Margaret’s son John, who still
runs the projection room, and they started

the catering side in 1985. Clint Ryder
is the face of the catering operation and
the famous roast meals that are cooked
on wood fired ranges. This takes huge
commitment, with a 4am start to cook a
lunch. The roast cooks until 10am, then
Clint lets it rest for an hour before cooking
it some more then carving for the guests.
They cater for groups from 25 – 60
people, so if you want to experience it
gather 24 of your close friends and book
your date.
Continued over page
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The Remarkable Ryders Cont’d from p3
You get to choose the movie. Some of
the great feedback includes:
“This is such a unique place to come to for
dinner and a movie. The theatre is intimate
and comfortable and the setting with the
historic collection of old New Zealand items
is great to wander around.” – Annette
Car Clubs and seniors’ groups are the
primary customers. Indeed, I first went to
Ryders for a mid-winter dinner and movie
with my group from the NZ Military
Vehicle Club. It was such a great evening
that we have been back annually for the last

five years. The dining room is toasty warm
from the wood stove. Even the windows
are historic from the Market Hotel. They
still have the gold leaf sign writing on
them advertising products like “Waitemata
Draught Beer from Dominion Breweries
100% hygienic system”. It’s a unique venue
which makes people really comfortable
socialising together.
In our changing world and with
COVID19 affecting businesses, we
cannot take places like this for granted, so
enjoy the hospitality while you can!

Advertorial

“This place is a suburban
treasure hidden away in the
back streets of Avondale...
great little movie house
and an amazing collection
of artefacts from my
childhood and early
New Zealand - well
worth a visit.” – Glen

Luxident: Titirangi’s toothbrush cottage industry
At age 87, Peter Campbell is possibly the
world’s most experienced toothbrush
manufacturer.
And from a commanding, scenic
position in the Waitakeres, surrounded by
beautiful native bush, Peter operates what
is likely the only cottage industry in the
world that manufactures toothbrushes.
“It’s a bit noisy,” he says, “So I can’t have
neighbours too close”.
A toolmaking engineer by trade, Peter
easily operated his business by himself for
decades, but for the past fourteen years
he has maintained two employees – one
making and one packaging.
Born and bred in New Zealand to
British parents, Peter had his first OE at
six weeks old when his parents returned
to the UK. They stayed for five years,
returning to New Zealand in 1938 when
it became obvious a war was brewing.
Peter began his apprenticeship in 1950
at the age of 17. As a young man he worked
for National Brush in Penrose, making
plastic moulds - eventually becoming
manager in 1964. National Brush, which
employed around a hundred people, was
the parent company of Consolidated
Plastic Industries (CPI), which made
numerous products from toothbrushes to
carpet sweepers, employing around 600.
Peter became frustrated with the
directors who would not consider using
a better-quality nylon filament – DuPont
Tynex© 612 - for their toothbrushes,
preferring the 610 filament. The 612
nylon is said to combine “excellent

Peter Campbell, possibly the world’s most experienced toothbrush manufacturer

resilience and elasticity with high wet
strength”, which are considered ideal
properties for the bristles of toothbrushes.
Nylon absorbs water, and the degree
of this determines its effectiveness and
resilience; the 612 nylon absorbs less
water making it superior to the 610.
In 1970 after eight years as manager,
Peter resigned and went to Europe to
look around the industry and consider
his options, with the intention of
manufacturing toothbrushes himself.
In England he purchased an Evans
manufacturing plant, which after
decades of use, continues to pump out
toothbrushes with impressive reliability.

While Evans is now defunct, Peter uses
a local toolmaker for spare parts when
necessary.
Since his early days as manager at
National Brush, Peter has travelled every
four years to Freiburg, Germany to attend
Interbrush Expo, the international trade
fair for the broom, brush, paint roller and
mop Industry. Traditionally toothbrushes
were made by the brush making industry.
This began to change in the seventies when
Johnson & Johnson produced the Reach
toothbrush, paving the way for other oral
health multinationals to quickly follow
suit with their own plants.
Peter’s toothbrushes, under the brand
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SPOTLIGHT ON LOCAL BUSINESS

Lotto is back in the Bay

Prakash and Jaini Patel are betting their business on Lotto

After an absence of several months,
Lotto is once again available in Blockhouse
Bay. NZ Post Shop owners Prakash and
Jaini Patel have successfully negotiated for
the franchise, and it is now part of their
stable of services available.

The Patels have lived in the Bay with
their two children since 2009; their son
now studies at Auckland University,
and their daughter is in her first year at
Avondale College.
Since purchasing the Blockhouse Bay

Post Shop in 2016, Prakash and Jaini have
steadily increased the services they provide
in-store. Along with postal services,
international parcels, car registrations
and NZTA transactions, the business also
offers photo developing, passport photos,
key cutting, and a Western Union agency,
as well as stationery and greeting cards.
They are also now a dry-cleaning agent.
With the arrival of Lotto, the shop now
has new opening hours:
Monday
9am – 5pm
Tuesday
9am – 5pm
Wednesday 8.30am – 5.30pm;
Lotto till 7.30pm
Thursday
9am – 5pm
Friday
9am – 5pm
Saturday
9am – 5pm;
Lotto till 7.30pm
The Patels are very happy to be able to
offer Lotto to the community once more,
and with the added bonus that customers
can also choose their own lucky numbers.

Luxident: Titirangi’s toothbrush cottage industry Cont’d from p4
Luxident, have been stocked exclusively
in pharmacies and dental surgeries since
1975. He wasn’t interested in competing
in supermarkets with the multinational
manufacturers like Colgate, content with
his niche local market.
In September 1989 Peter was at a
dental conference in Christchurch when
he was approached by a Japanese business
representative who requested his details.
He thought nothing more of it until he
got a call a short time later from one of
his wholesalers to ask if he was still in
business. The Japanese businessman had

been trying unsuccessfully to contact
him and in desperation had contacted
the wholesaler. Initially Peter thought
someone was pulling his leg, but by
December he had his first order from
Japan for 10,000 denture brushes – his
signature product. The orders from Japan
have continued to come, averaging around
40,000 per year.
“It was the easiest sale I ever had,”
reminisces Peter, who used to travel
the whole of New Zealand selling
his toothbrushes. In those days most
pharmacies stocked the Luxident range,
®

Proudly manufactured locally in Titirangi, and suppliers
to the New Zealand dental profession for over 40 years.
A top-quality, pharmacy-only product.
Superior Tynex tufts with polished bristle ends.
n Wide choice of textures, colours and sizes.
n
n

with personalised versions being very
popular with dentists as promotional items.
Peter continues to produce toothbrushes
and is content at his stage in life with
things as they are.
“I don’t get around the country these
days, and most of the pharmacists and
dentists who were my customers have
retired now, or passed on, and the new
ones haven’t heard of me,” he says.
However, he still supplies five
wholesalers in New Zealand, Australia
and Japan, and that gives him plenty to
keep him occupied.

Full Luxident range available at PharmCare Pharmacy:
3084 Great North Rd, New Lynn
Phone 827 2773
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Straight Talk

by Stephen Taylor

www.relationshipmatters.org.nz

COVID 19 Groundhog Day: what to do?
Can you hear that sound? That’s the
populations collective sigh as New
Zealand once again experiences a
Lockdown as a result of COVID-19.
Beyond frustrating, isn’t it? Despite the
best efforts of “the team of 5 million”, in
spite of the plan to “go hard, go early”,
and after the hundreds of exhortations to
“be kind”, here we are again, right back at
Square One.
It’s enough to do one’s head in.
Fortunately, there is an alternative to
despair, doom, gloom, and a sense of
hopelessness: it’s the ability to determine the
difference between what we can influence,
verses what we become concerned about.
Our concerns can be overwhelming
because they never really have an
endpoint. Our influence, however, is
much more manageable because it has a
much smaller space to move.

In a lock down we can influence our
immediate environment, the people in
our bubble, and our resources (e.g. time,
money, activity) – that’s pretty much it.
Our concerns, however, can reach
all the way into the future, be aimed at
the highest realms of government, and
become focused on people, places, and
things that we ultimately have no control
over (e.g. the Pandemic Management
Plan, the passing of laws, the closing of a
country’s borders, and the loss of jobs and
businesses).
To keep a clear head, we must focus on
our circle of influence, not our circle of
concern. A Circle of Influence list may
look like this:
a. 
What immediate health and safety
practices in and outside the home do I
need to put in place?
b. From where do I trust to secure accurate

information about what is actually
going on?
c. What agreements do I need to reach
with my family / partner to determine a
way through this situation?
d. What job opportunities are revealing
themselves as being “recession-proof ”,
and which of these job types might be
suitable for me going forward?
e. 
How should I better prepare for
situations like this in the future?
f. What am I going to have to give up in
order to get out of this situation in one
piece?
Get to work on this list as soon as
possible, and add your own influence
questions as well, as this will give you an
immediate sense of purpose and control.
Concerns are like rabbits, and there is
no point chasing twenty rabbits, when
you only need one for a meal.

STAY HOME AND

shop online
Go to shop.thetrusts.co.nz
and select your closest store

FULL RANGE
AVAILABLE

Someone 18 or over must be home
to receive your delivery

delivery + Click & collect
available 7 DAYS

free delivery when
you spend over $100

order before 10am
for same day delivery

for more information please visit shop.thetrusts.co.nz
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Lions: It’s lock-down, not shut-down
For community-minded folk such as
the Blockhouse Bay-Lynfield Lions
Club, the long weeks of lockdown
earlier this year were particularly
frustrating. Not only was it hard not
to be out helping and mixing with
people, but they also had to get highly
creative with their fundraising efforts
which support youth, health, and
other projects.
In lieu of their regular Blockhouse Bay
village market day sausage sizzle/book
sale they created a ‘virtual sausage sizzle’,
and an online gallery for children to
display their art created during lockdown.
Surprisingly, this attracted entries from as
far away as Sri Lanka.
The club received three new member
applications while in lockdown, who
then had the novelty of being inducted
in the first-ever Lions Worldwide New
Member Induction Day conducted by
International President Jung-Yui Choi,
online via the Zoom platform.
And now with the second Covid-19
lock down interfering with many planned
activities, including a “Welcoming
Spring” dinner, the Daffodil Day
Collection and the Blockhouse Bay
Market Day Sausage Sizzle, it’s déjà vu
for President Janelle and the Blockhouse
Bay-Lions Club.
“So, once again we will revert to virtual
solutions to continue our community
service such as the Virtual Sausage Sizzle
and the Covid Art Exhibition”, Janelle
says. “Both of these can be found on
our website www.bhbl-lions.org, and

L-R Lion Nirupa, President Janelle, Secretary Alan, 1st VP/Treasurer Jenny, part of the Lions team
raring to add sizzle again to the Bay’s market days.

we encourage the public to support our
unorthodox fundraising efforts, which
go towards very worthy causes”.
Necessity provided BHB-Lynfield
Lions with an opportunity for innovation,
and along the way they discovered some
modern solutions that are now proving
very handy.

...we encourage the
public to support our
unorthodox fundraising
efforts, which go towards
very worthy causes.

SHOP LOCAL - EAT LOCAL - SPEND LOCAL - ENJOY LOCAL - IT’S YOUR COMMUNITY

Colour and vibrancy
in New Lynn
Shop New Lynn, support
local and while you’re there
take a look around and enjoy
your local town centre

NEW LYNN BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

PO BOX 15456, New Lynn, Auckland 0640
email newlynnbid@gmail.com
www.newlynnbusinessassociation.net.nz

WANT TO KNOW MORE
facebook.com/
newlynnbusinessassociation
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“I love trees like that!”
Canal Road trees update
The remaining Canal Road trees are
still standing – for now. In the month
since our August article about the
trees, the site status has not changed
and there has been no further felling.
The day after protestors disrupted work
on 10th July a WorkSafe prohibition
order was issued, and then the
COVID-19 Level 3 restrictions brought
a further reprieve.
Unfortunately, there has not been any
visible progress with Auckland Council
either.
Last month Mayor Phil Goff said “There
are groups of trees all like this all over
the city that we have no protection for. I
deplore the fact that these trees are coming
down. They are beautiful trees. I love trees
like that.” But being loved by the mayor is
not enough to save a tree, apparently.
Protesters are continuing to search for
a viable option that could save the trees
and not disadvantage the landowners.
Meanwhile, a petition to save the trees on
Change.org has logged over 6,300 signatures.
Search “Canal Road Trees - SAVE THEM”
if you want to add your name.

Arborist Hanna Luypers makes a dawn
ascent of the sentinel Puriri tree at Canal
Road to protect it from being felled.
Photo: Simon Oosterman

“I deplore the fact that these trees are
coming down. They are beautiful trees.
I love trees like that.” Mayor Phil Goff

Ina Patisolo, rocking the protest T-shirt

EVEREST FINANCIAL SERVICES
Turn your DREAMS into REALITY

• Home loans
• Business loans
• Personal risk
insurance
• Asset and car
finance
• No obligation
discussion
CONTACT:
Prateek Malhotra
09 215 6912 | Mobile: 021 424 119
info@everesthomeloans.co.nz
557 Blockhouse Bay Road,
Blockhouse Bay
www.everesthomeloans.co.nz

Buy local, advertise local

YOUR AD HERE
Call Kerrie now
on 027 290 4444
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Many hands make light work of Neighbours Day
Support from the community was in
full force at the Green Bay Community
House Neighbours Day working bee
held last month - originally scheduled for
April but postponed due to lock down.
Around 30 adults and 20 children
turned up to help out with the gardening
projects scheduled for the day. GBCH
manager Sara was blown away with the
turn out, and the attendees themselves
mentioned the large numbers, which
really helped to spread the workload.
“We were lucky enough to receive
Neighbours Day funding from the Whau
Local Board, which we used to supply
our wonderful helpers with morning tea
and lunch on the day”, said Sara. “The
treats were well received and gave the
crew much needed energy to continue
smashing through the jobs”.
Many of the workers commented on
how wonderful it was to see such great
community spirit. No doubt they left
the event with full hearts and full bellies
thanks to Neighbours Day!

Before

2020 Te Whau Biodiversity Survey
Getting out in nature in one of our
many beautiful parks and trails is
a lot of fun, and it’s great for our
mental health.
While you’re out, why not take part in
the 2020 Te Whau Biodiversity Survey?
It’s easy to do while walking in the local
reserve or from your own backyard. All
you need to do is take photos of weeds
and/or native plants.
You’ll need to download the iNaturalist
app on your phone, then you can instantly
upload the image and its GPS location at
the push of a button. Each photo becomes
data that is used to establish where weeds

and native plants are located within the
Whau River catchment.
It is a fun way to learn more about
nature and find out what wildlife lives
in your neighbourhood. Why not form
a family group and involve the children?
You can follow progress in more detail
on the Whau River Catchment Trust’s
Facebook Page or visit the project on
the iNaturalists website.
The WRCT runs regular workshops
at the Blockhouse Bay Recreational
Reserve where you can learn more about
the survey. Email justine@whauriver.
org.nz for more info.

After

Deborah Russell
MP for New Lynn

Community catch ups
As your lo al P, m een to ee in tou h to
dis uss lo al issues, go ernment oli y,
usti e o the Pea e a li ations and
ro osed hanges to legislation you ould
li e to dis uss any o these matters, lease
onta t my o i e on
, or email me
at ne lynn m
arliament go t n
y o i e sta ill assist you initially and,
i re uired, ill arrange an a ointment or
minute
you to meet ith me or a
at h u . hese a ointments are held on
Mondays mornings at my ele torate o i e
reat orth Rd, A ondale. he o i e
is a essible and handy to ubli trans ort
/DeborahRussellLabour
@beefaerie

Authorised by Dr Deborah Russell,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington

Archibald Park on the Whau River
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WHAU LIBRARIES LINE-UP
Did you know…

Each of our libraries have their own page within the
Auckland Libraries website? Simply Google your library’s
name, eg “Avondale Library” to find your library’s page.
Once there you will see all the services and upcoming events
for that library.
Our libraries also have their own individual Facebook
pages as well. Make sure you follow them to stay up to date
with all their activities and notices.

Opening hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm;
Saturday 10am-4pm;
Sunday 12pm-4pm; (New Lynn 10am-4pm)

Avondale Library
93 Rosebank Road
facebook.com/avondalelib
For bookings email avondalelibrary@
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
Mondays 7th, 14th ,21st 3.30–4.30pm.
Manga Art Workshop. Learn to draw
Manga characters with well-known
local artist Smita Upadhye. Ages 10-12.
Bookings required. Limited to 10 places.
Must attend all three classes.
Tues 1st 3.30–5.00pm Makerspace Let’s
Lego. Build and destroy at our monthly
Lego session. Ages 5+
Tues 8th 3.30–4.30pm Tongan Tuesday.
Celebrate Tongan Language Week with an
afternoon filled with art and crafts from
the Kingdom of Tonga. Ages 5+.
Tues 15th 3.30–4.30pm Recycled
Bookmarks. Make a bookmark out of recycled
materials and we’ll laminate it. Ages 5+.
Tues 22nd 3.30–4.30pm Drawing Games.
Come and play some silly but super fun
drawing games with us. Ages 5+.
Sat 26th 1–3pm Bees wax wraps. Join
the plastic free movement and make your

September

Whau Makerspace

Makerspaces are areas in our libraries where you can make
all sorts of things, like robots, apps, digital music and 3D
printing. Try something new and connect with people who
have similar interests. The Whau Makerspace rotates between
Avondale, Blockhouse Bay and New Lynn libraries.
Here’s the rotation for August:
• BHB: Laptops for game design,
music-making and 3D design
• New Lynn: Robotic Cubelet
kits for making robots
• Avondale: Ultimaker 2 3D
printer and laptop for
printing 3D designs.

own bees wax wrap from scratch. Adults
only. Bookings required.
6th–12th September Tongan Language
Week. Join us for a special Tongan Language
Storytime this week as well as some arts and
crafts and movies after school during the week.
14th – 20th September Join us for special
Māori Language Week sessions of Wriggle
and Rhyme, Wednesday Storytime and
Saturday Storytime for this special week.
We will focus on Te Reo Māori use in
stories, songs, rhymes and greetings. We
will also do some crafts and show a movie
after school during the week.
Every Wed 2–3pm Māori Conversation
Group. Practice Te Reo Māori in a relaxed
setting with fellow learners of all levels.
Nau mai, haere mai.

September School Holidays
Sat 26th September – Sun 11th October
Ages 5+ The school holiday theme will
be Reel or Not? Join us for fun activities
over the two weeks. Keep a look out for
our school holiday schedule of events near
the middle of September on our Facebook
page, library website and on flyers and
posters in Avondale Library.

Blockhouse Bay Library
578 Blockhouse Bay Road
facebook.com/blockhousebaylibrary
For bookings email blockhousebaylibrary
@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
Sun 6th 1-2.30pm Rongoā Māori
workshop for adults with Emma Haslam.
Learn about Rongoā Rākau, traditional
Māori plant medicine. Emma will talk
about the properties of some native plants
and discuss the key philosophies, principles
and processes of Rongoā Māori. Emma
Haslam has supported Donna Kerridge
in her Rongoā Māori practice for the last
six years and has trained with well-known
Rongoā Māori experts Rob McGowan and
Atarangi Muru. Bookings required.
Sat 12th 10–4pm and Sun 13th 12–4pm
Superhero Badges. For people of all ages.
Celebrate Comic Book Month with us!
Colour your own superhero picture and
make your own superhero badge. Bookings
not required. A parent or guardian must
accompany children aged under 14 years.
Sat 19th 2–3.30pm Superhero Whanau
Event. For people of all ages. Celebrate
Comic Book Month with us! Come dressed
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WHAU LIBRARIES LINE-UP
as your favourite superhero and join in the
fun superhero activities. Remember to bring
your smartphone or camera to take some
super shots. Bookings not required. A parent
or guardian must accompany children aged
under 14 years.
Sat 26th, Sun 27th, Sat 3rd Oct, Sun
4th Oct 12.15–3.45pm Coding with
Electronics Workshops. For kids aged 1016. Learn about Arduino and computer
programming/coding, the basics of
electronics, resistors, capacitors, diodes,
and transistors! This workshop will be run
by Diamond Sharma. Bookings are essential
and children must book for all four sessions. A
parent or guardian must accompany children
aged under 14 years.
Wed 30th 10.30am–12pm An Auckland
Desperado - Isaac Robinson. Long before
George Wilder became a New Zealand legend
with his prison escapes and the manhunts
to try to apprehend him, there was Isaac
Robinson, ex-soldier and multiple escapee
from the Mt Eden stockade over 150 years
ago. His story spanned from Ngāruawāhia
to the Waitākeres, with at least one incident
taking place in Blockhouse Bay. He captured
the public imagination for several months in
1866, then six years later vanished without a
trace. Local historian Lisa Truttman relates
the lost tale of Isaac Robinson, the man no
prison could hold for very long.

Recommended reads
It’s common to feel anxious and worried
with the Covid-19 pandemic affecting
our everyday lives, so this month our
selection is related to this topic. These
are available as e-Books.

For children
Pilar’s Worries by Jess Golden shows
how Pilar learns to manage her anxiety
and take part in a dance performance.
When I Feel Worried by Cornelia
Maude Spelman describes many of the
worries young children have and ways
to cope with them.
All Birds have Anxiety by Kathy
Hoopman combines cute pictures of
birds with descriptions of anxiety and
helpful suggestions.
Rain before rainbows by Smriti

New Lynn War Memorial Library
3 Memorial Drive
facebook.com/NewLynnLibrary
For bookings, email newlynn.library@
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
Every Tuesday in September, 4–5pm
Try something new at How Tuesday with
something new nearly every time, with
things like arts, crafts, or different kinds of
technology. Ages 5+. Term time only.
Rongoā Workshops – Māori healing
and medicine. This workshop provides
a peek into the world of Rongoā Rākau,
traditional Māori healing. We will discuss
key philospophies, principles and processes
of Rongoā and explore why the ngahere
is the best place to learn about the gifts
of our tuākana. Check New Lynn Library
Facebook page for new dates in September.
Vegan talk and Homeopathy workshop
Dates TBA. Check New Lynn Library
Facebook for details.
Prasadam-Halls is an uplifting story of
hope that can comfort children and families
in these challenging times. Thanks to
Candlewick Press it can be downloaded for
FREE from www.stayhome.candlewick.
com until September 30.

For teens

September
Tue 1st and 14th 10:30–11:30am.
Huinga Kōrero – te reo Māori conversation
group. Come join us to practice te reo
Māori in a relaxed setting.
Tue 8th and 22nd 10:30–11:30am.
Te Reo Playgroup. Community led
playgroup focused on speaking te reo
Māori with our tamariki. Join in and help
make it happen – bring your whanau and
your ideas.
Thu 10th 4–5pm Create and Make with
Clay. Join us for an afternoon of creating
with clay; make a tiny version of your
favourite Pokémon or other cartoon
characters. Ages 7+. Bookings required,
limited space.
Thu 16th 2-4pm Family History dropin workshop. Every 3rd Thursday of the
month. Come and meet our research
librarian Brent Giblin who will be available
to help you make the most of the online
family history resources at Auckland
Libraries.
Fri 18th 4–5pm Lego build session.
Design, build and create with us in the
library. Ages 5+.
Thu 24th 4–5pm Book Binding. Make
yourself a notebook from recycled paper
and learn different ways to bind the spine.
Ages 16+. Bookings required limited space.

For adults

There are plenty of helpful eBooks for
adults too, try:
When you’re not Ok: A Toolkit for
Tough Times by Jill Stark, and
The Sheldon Short Guide to Worry
and Anxiety by Frank Tallis.

Superhero Therapy by Janina Scarlet
uses acceptance and commitment therapy
(ACT) to teach teens flexible strategies
for dealing with stress.
Just Breathe by Mallika Chopra and
Mindfulness for Teen Anxiety by
Christopher Willard are some of the many
mindfulness eBooks and audiobooks
available now.
Sign up for an Auckland Libraries eMembership to enjoy free 24/7 access to thousands of eBooks,
eAudiobooks, streaming movies and more. If you don’t already have a library card, you can join up
with an electronic membership at www.aucklandlibraries.govt.nz. Just click on the Join button.
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What’s happening
Online community calendar at www.bhb.nz

CLASSIFIEDS
Karls Mowing Lawns, hedges, weed spraying,
garden tidy up, garden waste removed.
Reliable. Ph 022 199 3133.
Personal Trainer / Pilates Instructor
Adele Griffin, 021 101 4476. Supporting your
journey to a healthier lifestyle. Green Bay /
Ellerslie www.gofitness.nz
Marty’s Mowing Services Lawns, hedges,
spraying, tidying, garden waste removed.
Private & body corporates. Refs. available.
Ph 021 491 255.
Learn to Dance Beginners - Social Partner
Dancing A mix of Latin & Hustle, step your
way to fitness every Wednesday 7pm at BHB
Community Centre. Start anytime. No need
to book. No partner required. No experience
necessary. Phone Colin 021 036 3249 or
Hannah 021 576 210.
Temptation Cakes Mixed Box 21 piece
(pictured below) $37, 16 piece $29. Mention ad
for free delivery Fridays. Call 021-749-141 or
email temptationcakes.nz@gmail.com
www.temptationcakes.co.nz

Event details may change due to COVID-19.
Please check with organisers.

Thu 3rd Puketapapa Community Forum 6:30-8pm
at YMCA at Lynfield Youth and Leisure Centre.
Sat 5th Wairaki Stream planting day 400 trees
to plant. Search “Friends of Wairaki Stream” on
Facebook for details.
Sun 6th Food Truck Bruch – Father’s Day Special
9am – 2pm at French Bay Yacht Club. A stunning
location to celebrate Dad, with some of the best
street food and live music in Auckland. A zero-waste
event, hosted by www.lovestreetfood.co.nz.

Food Truck Sundays
Sun 6th Mt Roskill Electorate “Meet the
Candidates” evening (Alternative date Sun 4th
October). 7pm at Lynfield Community Church, 35
The Avenue, Lynfield. These events have been
well attended by candidates and public alike, and
give voters the opportunity to hear the candidates
expound party policies and respond to topical
questions. The electorate has historically had a
high-calibre field and those attending can expect a
stimulating discussion of issues. Enjoy an informal
mix & mingle over a cuppa at the end of the
meeting. Further details: Ian a/h: 626 3163,
mob: 021 172 0194.
Tue 8th Stream water testing 10am-12pm (TBC).
See article p23. Contact Justine by text 021-627864
or email justine@whauriver.org.nz.

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS:
BHB = Blockhouse Bay
GB = Green Bay
NL = New Lynn
CC = Community Centre
BHBCC = Blockhouse Bay Community Centre,
524 BHB Rd, BHB.
GBCH = Green Bay Community House,
1 Barron Drive, Green Bay.
NLCC = New Lynn Community Centre,
45 Totara Ave, NL
Term time = operates during school term time only.

SEPTEMBER
Tue 1st Puketapapa Business Voice
networking After 5 event 6 pm to 7.30 pm.
Contact Ella Kumar 021-047742 for details.
Wed 2nd Clothing Swap 7-9pm at GBCH.
Entry gold coin koha and a sanitary item for
‘One for her’ charity. Enjoy grazing platter and
refreshments while you swap! Bring along 5
quality items to swap. Note: items need to be
dropped at GBCH by Tue 1 Sept. 5 tokens will be
issued, any additional items can be purchased for
$1 each. Proceeds to Plunket.

Sat 19th New Lynn Lions Monthly Book Sale
8am to 4pm at New Lynn Friendship Club, 3063
Gt Nth Road, New Lynn (down the driveway). All
books, DVDs, CDs, videos and jigsaw puzzles
just $1. Magazines 5 for $1. Drop off books for
donation Thursdays between 9 & 11am or on the
day.
Sat 19th Clairvoyant Readings Day 10am –
3pm, Mt Albert Spiritualist Church, 19 Hendon
Ave, Owairaka. $15 per reading. All welcome.
Sat 26th
Toy Swap 10am - 2pm at GBCH. Community
event run by the local children where they will
swap toys with each other - just in time for
the upcoming school holidays! Toys need to be
dropped off to the community house for sorting
the week prior to the event. Sausage sizzle and
bake sale provided by Green Bay Community
House.
Community Market 7am – 12noon at BHBCC.
2nd & last Saturdays each month.
BHB Village Market From 8.30am, along
mainstreet on BHB Rd. Contact Jodie Judd
manager@blockhousebay.org or ph 09 626 5081.
Last Saturday of each month.

OCTOBER
Thu 1st Puketapapa Community Forum
6:30-8pm at YMCA at Wesley Community Centre,
740 Sandringham Rd Extn, Mt Roskill.
Sat 3rd Roskill Together International Day
of the Older Person (IDOP) event To register
interest contact Ella Kumar 021-047742.
Sun 4th Mt Roskill Electorate “Meet the
Candidates” evening ALTERNATIVE DATE IF
6TH SEPTEMBER POSTPONED DUE TO COVID-19.
See entry above.
Sat 17th Roskill Together Dance Festival
To register interest contact Ella Kumar
021-047742.

NOVEMBER
Fri 6th Puketapapa Diwali event To register
interest contact Ella Kumar 021-047742.
Sat 28th Lynfield Community day, “Christmas
in our Park” To register interest contact Ella
Kumar 021-047742.
Stream water testing
Wed 9th Election Meeting 1.30pm. Organised
by Grey Power. Michael Wood MP and other party
candidates invited. Wesley Community Centre, 740
Sandringham Road Ext., Mt Roskill.
Sat 12th Community Market 7am – 12noon at
BHBCC. 2nd & last Saturdays each month.
Sat 12th Big Quiz Night 7pm-9.30pm Iona
Presbyterian Church, Donovan St, BHB. An epic
evening of poverty-fighting fun, joining in the biggest
multi-venue, nationwide quiz ever. $10 suggested
donation per ticket to Tearfund to funds for Sri
Lankan farmers in extreme poverty. facebook.com/
ipblockhousebay for info & tickets.
Thu 17th Election Meeting 1.30pm at BHBCC.
Organised by Grey Power. Candidates invited from
all political parties.

DECEMBER
Thu 3rd Puketapapa Community Forum
6:30-8pm at YMCA at Wesley Community Centre,
740 Sandringham Rd Extn, Mt Roskill.
Sun 6th Blockhouse Bay Village Santa
Parade – A Musical Christmas To register, email
manager@blockhousebay.org.nz or phone Jodie
on 021 263 6943.
Sun 13th Party @ the Park. Craigavon
Park. Presented by the combined churches of
Blockhouse Bay.
To register interest in any of the above events volunteers, performances, arts and crafts, stalls
etc contact Ella Kumar 021 047 742.
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Event details may change due to COVID-19.
Please check with organisers.

REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS

Advertise your event
here for free!
Email kerrie@bhb.nz

REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
Please check with the organisers for
details over holidays.

MONDAYS
Mandarin Speaking Knitting Circle
10am - 12noon at BHB library. Bring your own
knitting needles and wool and join other knitters
at all levels of experience. Experienced knitters
will be available to help. 普通话毛线编织社 每
周一上午10.am – 12.noon 请带上你的毛线
编织针和线来学习交流编织技法
Mandarin English bilingual storytime
10:30-11am at Avondale Library. Term time.
New Lynn. 图书馆每周五的中文故事会欢迎所
有小朋友及家长的共同参与。通过讲故事，
唱儿歌，念童谣，一起度过欢乐的30分钟。

TUESDAYS
West Auckland Ladies Craft group
6:30-8:30pm Tuesdays at Rosebank Primary
School Hall, 217 Rosebank Rd, Avondale. Bring
your crochet, sewing, artwork etc. along for
inspiration and new friendships. Cost $2.
ontact Oreen on 021 0297 6012 for further info.
Housie at the BHB Community Centre. Sales from
6.30pm. Starts 7.30pm till 10pm.
Western Districts Women’s Dinner Club
a group of ladies that meet monthly for dinner and
a speaker/entertainer at Bricklane Restaurant,
New Lynn. Visitors are very welcome. Ph Anne
021 2933833 (or 627 1416) to book or for info.

TUESDAYS
Green Bay Community Playgroup
9am-11.30am at GBCH. $4 per family, under 6m
free. Tues & Thurs, term time.
Wriggle & Rhyme for infants and toddlers
9:30am-10am, 10:30-11am at Avondale Library.
Term time.
Armanasco House situated next to BHB Library,
is one of the Bay’s early settler houses and is open
10am-2pm for public interest and information.
Greater Auckland Chorus We are an all-female
a cappella and barbershop chorus rehearsing
Tuesday nights in Epsom. Check out our website
for more details. www.greateraucklandchorus.com

Rhymetime Storytime 10-10:30am at Avondale
Library. Term time.
500 card game played 12.30-2.30pm at the
BHBCC. Friendly group, looking for more players.
Contact Noel Johnston on 627 8306.
Maori Conversation Group. 2-3pm at Avondale
Library. Term time. Practice Te Reo Maori in a
relaxed setting with fellow learners of all levels. Nau
mai, haere mai.
Social Partner Dancing with Move Dance Co.
at BHBCC. No experience necessary and no partners
required. 7pm Beginners, 8pm Intermediate followed
by social dancing. Beginners’ concession available,
casual $15. Ph Hannah, 021 576 210
POWERtalk Waitakere meets 1st and 3rd Weds,
7.30pm, Kelston Community Centre, Awaroa Rd,
Glendene. Learn the public speaking skills needed
to be confident in front of others. Contact Sheridan:
0272 828799 or (09) 828 7999.

THURSDAYS
Women’s Dinner Club

WEDNESDAYS

Wriggle & Rhyme

WEDNESDAYS

Wriggle & Rhyme for 0-2-year olds
9.30am at BHB Library. Songs, rhymes and gentle
exercise to music for babies and toddlers.
Term time.
Mainly Music for 0-4 yr olds. 9.30am
@ BHB Baptist, 504 BHB Rd. Singing, dancing,
craft, morning tea. Ph Mary 828 9027.
Church Service with Communion 10am at
Church of the Saviour, 2 Kinross St, BHB.
“Best morning tea in the Bay”.
Friendship Centre All seniors welcome.
9.30am-12.30pm (term time only). Avondale
Baptist Church Hall, Cnr New North & BHB Bay
Rds. Ph 09 631 5968 for further information.
Green Bay Art Group 9.30-11.30am at GBCH.
$2 donation, bring your own project along. All art
mediums & styles welcome. Term time.
Creative Colouring Class 9.30am-11.30am at
GBCH. $2 donation, bring your own books and
materials. Term time.
Knitting and Crochet Group 9.30am-12noon
at GBCH. $2 donation. Swap patterns and share
ideas. Free lessons! Term time.

Shalini Shandil M:SATURDAYS
027 629 4410
Email: shalini@eclipseinsurance.co.nz
BHB-Lynfield Lions Club sausage sizzle
Website: eclipseinsurance.co.nz
9am – 1pm for Lions Projects last Saturday each

Green Bay Community Playgroup 9-11.30am
at GBCH, $4 per family, under 6m free. Tues &
Thurs, term time.
Friendship Centre All seniors welcome.
9.30am-12.30pm term time. BHB Baptist Church
Hall, 504 BHB Rd. Ph 09 631 5968 for further info.
Friends of the Whau Volunteers meet every
Thursday 10am – 12.30pm to work on a range
of sites and tasks, learning more about our
catchment as well as getting the job done.
Contact Sandra sandra@whauriver.org.nz.
Preschool Storytime 10.30am at BHB Library.
Free and fun, learning literacy development
through stories and songs. Term time.
Community Singers Blockhouse Bay Practice
from 12.30-2.30pm at BHBCC, and sing at rest
homes monthly. Contact Dawn Carseldine on
ph 817 2405 or ruth52@outlook.co.nz
Knitting Circle 1-3pm at the BHB Library. BYO
knitting needles and wool, and join others in
these casual knitting group sessions for all levels.
Experienced knitters available to help.
Family History drop-in workshop 2-4pm at New
Lynn Library. Every 3rd Thursday of the month.
Come and meet our research librarian Brent Giblin
who will be available to help you make the most
of the online family history resources at Auckland
Libraries.

month outside BHB ASB.
Family Specialising
Storytime 11-11:30am
in: at Avondale
Library. Term time.
• Home
loans of• the
House
& contents insurance • Refinancing
Free Dinner
2nd Saturday
month,
5-7pm,•at Vehicle
Iona Presbyterian
Church•hall,
insurance
Debt consolidation • All other commercial insurance
38 Donovan St BHB. All welcome.
For more information phone 09 627 9845.
Call us for a free no obligation review
Your local Insurance and Mortgage Advisers serving the local community for over 15 years.
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What’s happening
FRIDAYS

Event details may change due to COVID-19.
Please check with organisers.

SUNDAYS
Mandarin/English Storytime 2.15-2.45pm at BHB
Library. Term time. Blockhouse Bay 图书馆的中英
文双语故事活动可以让孩子们在轻松愉快的
环境中学习另一种语言和文化。我们提供多样
化的活动内容，包括
音乐舞蹈，讲故事，游戏和语言教学。这是个
免费的活动适合3岁以上的孩子们。每周日下
午2.15分到2.45分, 学校假期暂停。

Book Club 10:30am-12noon at BHB Library,
third Friday of the month (exc Jan). Come and
join our lively discussions about what you’ve
been reading, and find new books from the
selection provided.
Food Pantry open 1-3pm at BHB Baptist Church.
Momiji Japanese Kids Playgroup 3.30pm
- 5.30pm at GBCH. First visit free. Contact
momojiplaygroupnz@gmail.com.
Ruh ki Baarish led by Pastors Anil and Reena
Kant and the Hills Satsung Team.7pm every Friday
at Hills Church, 179 Hillsborough Rd.

Mandarin/English Storytime
Knitting and Crochet fortnightly 3-5pm at GBCH.
Knitting and crochet for fun. Swap patterns and
share ideas. $2 donation.

CHURCH SERVICES
BHB Baptist 504 BHB Rd. Ph 09-626 6980.
Sundays 10am Worship and teaching for all ages,
6.30pm worship, teaching and coffee.
BHB Community Church 76 Dundale Ave, BHB.
Ph 09 626 6284. Sundays, 10.30 am service.
Church of the Saviour 2 Heaphy St, BHB
Ph 09 627 8779. Sundays, 9am - Communion
service. 11am - Café Style church. 1.30pm Mandarin service. 4pm - Interdenominational
Service. 7pm Zoom prayer time over winter.
Contact office for details.
Iona Presbyterian Church 38 Donovan Street,
BHB Ph. 09 627 9845. Sundays, 10am service.
Hosanna Avondale Baptist Church 1288 New
North Road, Avondale
Ph. 09 828 0182. Sundays 10am, Children’s
Ministry 10.30am. Coffee & fellowship afterwards.
Lynfield Community Church 35 The Avenue,
Lynfield. Ph 09 626 4141. Sundays, 9:30am service.
St Dominic’s Catholic Church 34 Bolton St, BHB
ph 09 626 6207. Weekend Masses: Saturday vigil
6pm; Sunday 9:30am. Weekday Masses: Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday 9:15am; Wednesday 7pm.

Get involved in your community!
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
6th Auckland Girls’ Brigade 6-8pm at Iona Church,
38 Donovan Street, BHB. All girls 5 years upwards
welcome. Contact Dorothy 027 275 9592 or
dorothy.findlay@xtra.co.nz.
Auckland Grey Power Assoc 577 BHB Rd, open
Monday to Friday 10.30 till 1pm, or by arrangement.
Ph: 626 0895 e: akgreypowerinfo@gmail.com.
Avondale Ladies Probus Club Meets 10am
4th Friday of each month at Avondale Bapt. Church
lounge, cnr BHB Rd and New North Rd. Monthly bus
trips also. More info phone Beryl 626 5675.
BHB Butterflies meets weekly on Sundays
10am to midday to work at the habitat in the BHB
Recreational Reserve. Contact Jacqui 027 481
4811 or jacqui@nzbutterflies.org.nz
BHB Historical Society Meets at 1pm on the
1st Wednesday, every second month, at BHCC.
Includes a guest speaker and trading table.
Contact Brian Goodwin on 09 626 5809 or
info@blockhousebayhistoricalsociety.com.
BHB Ladies Probus meets 10am to noon 2nd
Friday of each month (Feb to Dec) at BHBCC.
Speakers and morning tea. Outings available 4th
Fridays. New members welcome. Enquiries to Ann
Stankovich,
09 817 8545, Norma Taylor 09 626 6267.
BHB-Lynfield Lions Club Dinner Meeting 3rd
Wednesday each month exc Dec-Jan, all welcome. Go
to www.bhbl-lions.org to find latest info and to book.

BHB Y’s Walking Club: Meet each Mon & Wed
at 8.30am at BHBCC. A different walk each week
including our monthly away trips where morning tea is
on us! For more info contact 626 3381 or 837 5441.
Iona Scouts Meet under the BHBCC. Keas (school yrs
1-3) 6-7pm Cubs (school yrs 4-6) 6.30-8pm Scouts
(school yrs 7-10) 6.30-8pm. Contact Colin (021 208
1103) for more info.
Inner Wheel Club of Mt Roskill: Meets 4th
Thursday monthly (except Nov/Dec), 7.30pm, Selwyn
Heights Village, Royal Oak. We are women who enjoy
fun, friendship, interesting speakers and fundraising
for charity. iwmtroskillmembership@gmail.com
www.iwmtroskill.weebly.com.
Ladies’ Friendship Club Meets 3rd Monday each
month, 1.30pm at Iona Community Hall, Donovan St,
BHB. Speakers, friendship, outings and afternoon
tea. Contac Lyn 627-9132
Lion Budokan Karate Classes Saturdays, 8-9am at
231 Whitney Street, BHB. Age 5 years and above. Visit
www.budokan.co.nz or call 09-972-2215 for more
details and for other options.
Lynfield Tennis Club Caters for all ages and standards
of play, from beginners to advanced with coaching,
social play, club championships and inter club. Located
on The Avenue, Lynfield (opp Countdown). For more
information visit www.lynfieldtennis.co.nz
New Lynn Tennis Club Wednesdays 4pm (age 7-10),
5pm (age 11+). Sundays 9am (age 7-10), 10am (age
11+). 13 Fruitvale Rd, New Lynn. Ph Tracy on
021 806 992 or email tennisnewlynn@gmail.com

POWERtalk Waitakere Meets 1st & 3rd Weds,
7.30pm, Kelston Community Centre, Awaroa Rd,
Glendene. Join us to learn the public speaking
skills needed to be confident in front of others.
Contact Sheridan: 0272 828799, or 09 828 7999.
Titirangi U3A (includes BHB, Green Bay, Glen
Eden, Kelston & New Lynn) for those aged 50+.
Meets 4th Tuesday of the month (Jan-Nov),
1pm at West Lynn Gardens, 73 Parker Avenue,
New Lynn. Guest speakers, study/hobby groups
-keep learning. Contact 817 5519 or
maggie.u3a.titirangi@gmail.com.
West Auckland Districts Tramping Club The
club tramps most Sundays, meeting at Glen Eden.
For full details check out the activities calendar at
www.westaucklandtrampingclub.co.nz.
Western Districts Women’s Dinner Club
A group of ladies meeting 2nd Tuesday each
month for dinner and a speaker/entertainer at
Bricklane Restaurant, New Lynn. Ph Anne
021 293-3833 or 627-1416 to book or for info.
Western Quilters’ Circle 7:30pm at Kelson
Community Centre. Meets last Tuesday of the
month, exc December. Contact Michelle Dawson
on 021 148 6888 for more info.
Western Wolves American Football Club
Juniors 13-16 years, Colts 17-19 years,
Womens 17+ open grade, Premier Men 20+
open grade. Further info contact club manager
on 021 455 803.
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New vicar welcomed by congregation
The congregation at Church of the Saviour,
Blockhouse Bay, recently gathered to welcome
their new vicar, the Reverend Shashi Christian,
who has served as interim vicar for the past
eleven months.
If enthusiasm is anything to go by, Reverend
Shashi has obviously had a positive impact on
the COTS flock since his arrival; when asked
by Bishop Ross Bay, “Are you, the people of
Blockhouse Bay, happy to receive and accept
Shashi as your new Vicar?” the congregation
replied with a resounding affirmative roar,
“We are!”
After the induction service, the welcoming
celebrations were concluded in typical Kiwi
fashion with a huge spread - which was enhanced
by an astonishing array of cultural delicacies - and
enjoyed by 150 or so congregation and guests
from across Auckland and Waikato.
Shashi and family are New Zealanders, who
arrived in Auckland in August 2001. They have
been with the Anglican church in New Zealand
since 2002, having served in the church and
mission services since 1987, both in India and
New Zealand and around the world.
A keen traveller, Shashi loves to explore new
places. He originates from the Indian state of
Gujarat and has a wealth of experience working
cross culturally with people from places such as
Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Goa, Telangana, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh and Uttaranchal, as
well as visiting and ministering around the world
in Ethiopia, Burkina Faso, Malawi, Nepal, South
Africa, France, Taiwan, Malaysia, South Korea,
Thailand, USA, UK, Israel and Australia.
As a teacher, Shashi brings unique perspectives
from varied cultural and faith backgrounds; his
family roots were in Hinduism, his schooling
was influenced by the writings of Gandhi,
and he has worked with people from many
different faiths. Unsurprisingly, he particularly
enjoys conversations about worldviews and
cultures, society, economics, politics and faith.
Shashi also relishes a good cup of Indian chai
and a game of cricket, and is a keen spectator
of rugby.
On Sundays Shashi leads the congregational
services at 9am and 11am, and on Wednesdays
at 10am. Fluent in Gujarati, Hindi, Urdu
and English, Shashi is available for prayer or
conversation. Please contact the church office to
make arrangements.

Reverend Shashi Christian and Bishop Ross Bay

Shashi brings unique perspectives from varied
cultural and faith backgrounds; his family roots
were in Hinduism, his schooling was influenced
by the writings of Gandhi, and he has worked
with people from many different faiths.
BLOCKHOUSE BAY
VILLAGE
Proudly Presents

2020 Santa Parade
A MUSICAL CHRISTMAS
SUNDAY 6TH DECEMBER

Save the Date!
To register email
manager@blockhousebay.org.nz
or phone
Jodie on 021 263 6943
Bought to
you by
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Projects on the go in Avondale Town Centre
There are several projects and organisations around the town centre that have been impacted by the Auckland
Council Emergency Budget.
Multipurpose Community Centre
and Library
In a report to the community the day
before the current COVID19 crisis, the
multi-purpose community centre, library,
and associated town square have had a
short delay due to the first lockdown but
are still basically on track. Panuku was
getting design partners on board and
plans to work on design with community
input early in 2021. Continued progress
on this key project is a huge relief, given
all the budget cuts.

Former 3 Guys site
Council is trying to progress the
development of the old 3 Guys site. There
are discussions with other landowners
including Kainga Ora and private
developers. With several developments in
the pipeline, Panuku are keen to get the
mix of housing types right for the area.
In the meantime, there is still room for
activations using the vacant site.

Crayford Street West
Planning for the renewal and
streetscaping of this area has been
progressing slowly though the hoops of
getting everything ticked off. It has now
been deferred for at least twelve months
due to budget constraints.

Fixing the slippery bricks
After years of delay, there was agreement
to proceed earlier this year. Then in August

When will it be safe to walk on wet footpaths in Avondale?

came the heart-stopping announcement
that due to budget cuts, footpath
replacement was being deferred. After
an outcry, Auckland Transport (AT) and
Whau Local Board (WLB) recently met
to find a way forward and permanently
fix this health and safety issue. As we
went to print there were indications
that a resolution was imminent, but the
announcement was coming after the
Beacon deadline.
So how did we get to this point?
A couple of years ago, the nearby

Blockhouse Bay village footpaths were
deemed to have an inadequate friction
coefficient and seemingly overnight the
contractors appeared. Two weeks later
all the asphalt and brick paving had
been replaced with exposed aggregate
concrete. The surface is not pretty but
it is very safe. Meanwhile it seemed that
every time it rained people were being
hurt on the Avondale pavers. Many
people, especially seniors, refused to go
into the shopping centre on wet days.
This saga has dragged on for years, and

New Windsor now part of
Mt Roskill Electorate this election
T: 09 826 3937
M: 027 404 0129
19 Cutler Street, New Lynn, Auckland.

Reggis Rego

CA, CPP, MBA, BCom.

reggis.ca@gmail.com
www.bizaide.co.nz
Tax returns - Income Tax, GST, FBT.
Accounting - Cost & Management.
Business Advisory Services.

I am delighted the Mt Roskill electorate will include
New Windsor and the main western boundary will be
Whitney St. Go to www.vote.nz for detailed information.

Dr Parmjeet Parmar
National List MP based in Mt Roskill
09 620 6707 • parmjeet.parmar@parliament.govt.nz
Funded by the Parliamentary Service. Authorised by
Parmjeet Parmar, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.
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Projects on the go Cont’d
finally in 2019 the WLB found a way
forward in partnership with AT. This was
enabled by a proposal to use the Whau
Transport Capital Fund to make up the
shortfall. WLB members Susan Zhu
and Catherine Farmer voted against this
proposal as they wanted the project to be
fully funded by AT.
At the 4 December 2019 WLB meeting
there was a presentation by Michelle
Burstall requesting WLB to expedite
fixing the slippery bricks. Michelle is one
of many who have fallen on the pavers and
she still suffers from breaking her tailbone
in the accident five years ago. Many WLB
members were new on the job after the
election. They voted to delay a decision for
two months to get a better understanding
of the project. Then COVID19 struck.
The $57m transport fund that is shared
across the 21 Local Boards got cut to
$5m in the emergency budget, effectively

removing WLB’s contribution.
Many were wondering about the
impact of COVID-19 on the funding
for this project. After initially staying
silent, AT indicated in August that the
Avondale project would be deferred
indefinitely. This sent shockwaves
through the community and brought
out new determination to find a way
to protect people from the hazardous
footpaths. As we went to print, WLB was
saying that progress had been made and
an announcement was likely.

Comments from the public
Joan: Have had many slips and falls on
these bricks. Once I was walking along on
the curb stones so I would not be on the
bricks and I tripped and fell hitting my
jaw as I went down. Ended up shearing
the enamel of the front of four teeth and
compacting 6 others.

Karen: Yep. I slipped and fell over twice
while walking on [those] slippery bricks.
Please remove it and replace with good
non slippery bricks.
Aaron: I remember my friend who had
terminal cancer was absolutely terrified to
use the toilet in case she fell over.
Kristina: Before my 15-year-old son
was born I still remember falling over and
tipping the pram when walking to the bus
stop. He was 3months then. Lucky he was
a little foot ball rolled up in blankets
Kanchan: I also slipped on the very
same tiles you mentioned though I was
walking very cautiously on them. It was
raining and I slipped and hurt myself.
I have had two knee replacements and
was worried I would have some serious
problems. This happened February 2020.
They really should do something about it.
It isn’t worth causing so much pain.

Election Feature

Lisa Whyte: National Party candidate New Lynn
My name is Lisa Whyte and I am the
National Party’s candidate for New
Lynn. Prior to our Level 3 lockdown,
I had been trying to meet as many of
you as possible through door knocking,
visiting markets and local businesses
and holding public meetings on priority
policy areas.
It has been a privilege to attend recent
local events such as the Chinese Matariki
festival and the Nepal-NZ friendship
society 25 year celebration. Events such as
these highlight the rich cultural diversity
in our community.
But these types of events are on hold
right now as we bunker down in the
current Level 3 lockdown. This will have
a significant impact on our businesses and
their ability to remain open and keep jobs.
We need a competently managed border
to prevent us from yo-yoing up and down
levels. Right now, Auckland is paying a
heavy price for the failures at the border.
An important part of our economic
recovery will be through investing in
infrastructure. National has recently
announced a $31 billion infrastructure

pipeline of transport projects which
will provide much needed certainty for
businesses and communities in the wider
Upper North Island. I will be a passionate
advocate for New Lynn to make sure we
get our fair share of any investment.
Your decision at the 2020 Election will
have a huge impact on how our country
recovers from this economic crisis and
what the future will look like for our
children and grandchildren.
Effective border management is the

foundation on which our economy
can recover. Beyond that, National’s
economic plan of job friendly policies,
low taxes and quality infrastructure
will revive our economy and restore
household incomes.
In the meantime, if you have any issues,
need any help or are finding the Level 3
lockdown difficult, please don’t hesitate to
get in touch, I will work hard to resolve
any problems you may be facing.
Thank you, Lisa

Lisa Whyte
for New Lynn

E: lisa.whyte@national.org.nz
W: lisawhyte.national.org.nz
FB: @nzlisawhyte
Authorised by L Whyte, 107 Great Sth Road, Auckland.
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Awa Stories: Connections with te Whau

Guests and celebs at the Awa Stories celebration

In the midst of an enduring water crisis,
Awa Stories is an invitation to ten local
residents to share their memories and
hopes for wai/vai/water and our local
awa - te Whau.
A drop of rain, fresh-water fish, a fullmoon swim. What is your first memory
of water? Where is ‘your’ river? Can
you taste, smell, hear it still, after all
these years?
It was launched in March this year with
a photo exhibition along Great North
Road in the middle of Avondale town
centre. These portraits introduce each
person and their awa story, with text in
te reo Māori.
Part two of Awa Stories is a series of
short video interviews with the subjects
from their home and on te Whau
itself. Conceived as part of the annual
environmental festival EcoFest West, the
Awa Stories team have achieved something
very permanent: a record of a range of
locals’ personal connection to their awa, in
a modern take on oral history traditions.
Last month the Whau Pasifika Komiti
hosted an Awa Stories celebration at
Avondale Library to showcase the rich and
diverse stories within our community and
to thank everyone involved. The message
was clear from everyone:

“If you respect
yourselves and each other,
you respect the land and
our environment.”
The project was then formally received
into the Kura Heritage Collection by Sue
Berman, Auckland Libraries Oral Histories
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Lead. The team has done a brilliant job in
taking a vision for Awa Stories and putting
in the hard work to see it to completion.
John Rata’s video work was central to the
project and deserves a special mention.
Find out more here: https://www.
ecomatters.org.nz/event/awa-stories/
Awa Stories was produced by Ina Patisolo
as
part of EcoFest West’s ‘Arts on Climate
Sandringham Road Extension
Change’, in collaboration with EcoMatters, I
Mount Roskill
Love Avondale, John Rata, Cathy Livermore
Phone: 09-620 9367
and Te Kawerau a Maki, with support from
www.wesleyintermediate.school.nz
Whau Local Board, Panuku Development
Auckland and Healthy Waters.

The Talent: their awa stories have been recorded for posterity

We are now accepting enrolments for 2021

www.bhb.nz | September 2020 • 19

A big idea to unleash community spaces across the Whau
An innovative new platform is
launching a call to arms to all Whau
community space providers to join
them in their quest to make it easy for
people to find and book spaces in their
neighbourhood.
Elle Bell, New Zealand founder of
SpacetoCo.com had the brainwave when
she was looking to start up a crochet group
and got tired of having to do heaps of
research and phone each space separately
to compare costs and availability.
Struck by the thought of how easy
companies like AirBNB make it to book
local spaces, she had the idea of an online
marketplace where any community space
could list for free and help people in their
neighbourhoods find and book them.
“I knew from my own experience
that community initiatives that could
be building connections locally are not
getting off the ground because people can’t

find or can’t face the process of
booking the space they need”, says
Elle. “I also know that there are
thousands of amazing local spaces
that could be used more, but don’t
have the budget or resources to
market themselves or create fancy
booking websites.”
SpacetoCo.com hopes to solve
two problems. They provide an
easy way for people to find and
book what they need to get their
group or idea started. But it’s also
Photo: SpacetoCo
really powerful software that can
provide bookings and payments
SpacetoCo have proven their idea by
automation to small community spaces at increasing bookings at pilot community
a really affordable price.
spaces and now are looking to speak to
Elle hopes this will give back hours of any business, trust, community centre,
staff and volunteer time that’s currently church, marae or charity with space they
spent on bookings admin that could go would like to increase bookings for – or
towards growing community activation decrease time spent managing it. Register
and programming.
your interest with elle@spacetoco.com.

Election Feature

Deborah Russell:
Labour MP for New Lynn
As I write this, Auckland is again in
a lockdown. Businesses are operating
with closed doors, schools are open
only for children of essential workers,
and we are all staying home as much
as possible.
This seems familiar because we have done
this before, but it is actually extraordinary.
Covid-19 is again in our community, and
we have again come together as a team of
5 million to defeat it.
The biggest response is from the
thousands of New Zealanders who been
tested for Covid-19. In the three days
from Friday 14 to Sunday 16 August,
over 75,000 tests were completed. That’s
1.5% of New Zealand’s population
turning up to be tested.
So far, no further incursions of Covid-19
have been detected in the community. I
hope that as you are reading this, that the
news has remained good.
But if it hasn’t, I know that we can still
work as a team to look after each other,

and help get each other through.
The best thing we can do is to stay
home if possible. The next best thing
is to wear a mask. Wearing a mask
won’t stop us being infected, but all the
reputable research shows that it can help
reduce the spread of infection.
We can also wash our hands regularly,
use hand sanitiser, and reduce physical
contact with each other. All of these
things help to reduce the chances of
infection.
Plus we can keep track of our
movements using the NZ Covid Tracer
app. It will help with contact tracing if
the infection spreads in our community.
None of these things works on their
own. But each of them added together
reduces the chances of Covid-19 taking
hold.
It’s the team of 5 million. Each of us
on our own makes very little difference.
But together, we can do this.
Deborah Russell
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Back in the Day

What’s in a name?
The colourful history of Ken Maunder Park By Lisa Truttman
At the point where the Rewarewa Stream
from New Lynn flows into the Whau
River, lies the 5.9ha Ken Maunder Park,
home to innumerable local sporting
moments for over 60 years. Like so many
of our city’s green swathes and reserves,
though, this one has a story beyond the
kick of a goal, or the scoring of four runs.
New Lynn, like most of the Whau area
back in the mid-19th century, was sparselysettled, and used mainly for the grazing of
stock. Farmer Henry Hayr had a cattle run
there in 1852, buying the original 84 acres
from the Crown for his own farm in 1854.
“Hayr’s Grant” went through a number of
ownership changes and subdivisions, until
in 1887 brothers Henry and James Binsted
purchased nearly 19 acres of Hayr’s former
ground, closest to the river.
The Binsted brothers were butchers,
starting up their first shop in Victoria Street
West in 1881. They ran a small slaughtering
operation to stock their Freemans Bay shop,
but then saw an opportunity in New Lynn
for a site to continue running their own
slaughterhouse, clear of restrictive Auckland
City Council regulations. In 1886, they took
over the £5 Waitemata County license from
a Mr Frost, and in 1887 purchased the New
Lynn property Frost may well have already
been using for his own business.
It was a perfect spot for something like a
slaughterhouse, close to main roads leading
from the cattle ranges to the west and east,
and where all the resulting effluent from
their processing plant simply washed away
on the tide down the river to the harbour.
Their New Lynn slaughterhouse supplied
not only their Freeman’s Bay store, but
also the Avondale shop they took over at
the St Judes Street corner by c.1890. That
same year a road to the slaughterhouse was
laid out, the future Binsted Road, ending
right at the water’s edge.
From 1893, the brothers ran their
“Avondale Styes” farm there as well,
breeding and selling pedigree Berkshire
and Yorkshire pigs. By then, their complex
at New Lynn included (beside the pigs)

Horse buses and riders gathered at what is today the Avondale Roundabout, c.1890. H&J Binsted’s Avondale
store visible, corner St Judes and St Georges Road. Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections, 7-A9460.

In 1970, it was decided to rename Rewa Park;
the name chosen was Ken Maunder Park.
Maunder had been a member of the New Lynn
Borough Council from 1955-1962,
Ken Maunder

a feeding room, scalding shed, “boiling
down place” and the slaughterhouse.
In 1907, James Binsted stated that a
bullock at his works could be killed and
dressed in three-quarters of an hour, and
the same time would see eight to ten sheep
slaughtered. Men were paid £2 15s per
week wages, and did other work as well as
slaughtering. The Binsted slaughterhouse
was one of New Lynn’s main sources
of employment, rivalled only by the
brickyards beside the railway line.
The Binsted land had a brief part to
play in the story of the Sandford-Miller biplane which was being trialled at Avondale
Racecourse during 1913. The plane
achieved the first cross-country flight in
New Zealand on 31 August that year, taking
off with Sandford at the controls from
Avondale, heading west. Sandford turned
back to make for the racecourse again, but

the engine failed, and he made a forced
landing on a glide in Binsted’s paddock
against the slaughterhouse. Two weeks later,
after repairs by Miller, the plane returned
across the Whau River to Avondale.
By the First World War, James’ son John
Claude Binsted managed several country
butcher shops, supplied by the family’s
New Lynn operation. One thing the
Binsteds couldn’t do was sell their meat
within the bounds of Auckland City at
the time, as they were of course not using
a Council-approved or owned facility.
A fire at the slaughterhouse in 1916
did some damage, and probably heralded
the end of the complex’s use. After James
Binsted died in 1920 (his brother Henry
had died in 1895), the Avondale shop was
sold to Hellabys, and the sheds at New
Lynn were dismantled in 1921.
Streets were planned across the property
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Ken Maunder Park

ed
nst

Bi

d

Roa

The Sandford-Miller biplane on Avondale Racecourse, December 1913. New Zealand Herald Glass
Plate Collection, Auckland Libraries 1370-8-3. Photographer A N Breckon.

by 1939, including an esplanade along the
coastline. Perhaps the family intended to
subdivide the property for industrial use;
only a small portion right at the tip was
marked on the 1939 town plan as future
reserve. Instead, from the late 1920s,
the Binsteds’ land became a rubbish tip,
so much so, that neighbours on Binsted
Road complained to the town board
about the nuisance.
The Binsted family retained ownership
of the property through to 1951, when it
was transferred to the last surviving trustee
Harold Bollard. At that time, approaches
were made to the New Lynn Borough

Council to buy the land as a recreational
reserve, along with a plea contained in
the transfer deed for the preferred name
of “Binsted Park”, recognising the many
decades of the family’s ownership. The
land title was formally conveyed in 1955 –
but the Borough Council decided instead
to call the new reserve “Rewa Park”.
Part of the land was sold to commercial
interests, leaving only around two-thirds of
the Binsted land as reserve. By 1956 football
fields had been formed, and a mangrove
swamp reclaimed by dumping still more
municipal rubbish. The New Lynn Cricket
Club established clubrooms there in 1961.

By 1963, a bridge had been built linking the
park with Queen Mary Avenue, ensuring
that Rewa Park became a popular recreation
area for locals. In 1967 though, it nearly
became the site of a heliport, but local
opposition to the idea proved too great.
In 1970, it was decided to rename Rewa
Park; the name chosen was Ken Maunder
Park. Maunder had been a member of
the New Lynn Borough Council from
1955-1962, and later for a period until
his death in 1969, including service as
deputy mayor of the borough 1959-1962.
He was widely active in the local sporting
community, including as president of the
New Lynn Bowling Club. So, despite the
wishes of the Binsted family, their name
remained connected only with the road
that once led to their ancestors’ property.
In the mid to late 1970s, the Rata Street
extension cut across the southern edge of
the park. In 2007-2008, the original 1960s
bridge link to Queen Mary Avenue was
replaced. From 2011, Ken Maunder Park
has featured prominently as part of the
route for the Te Whau Pathway, which
will provide a walking and cycling linkage
between the North-Western Motorway
and New Lynn.
Any inkling of the old slaughterhouse
complex that was once there, and of the
Binsted prize pedigree pigs, has long since
faded from the community’s memory.
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A VILLAGE WITHIN A VILLAGE.
They say ‘it takes a village’. At Ryman we’ve been creating vibrant communities for
more than 35 years so you can enjoy our village within your local village. It’s a great
way to stay connected and active with like-minded others. And it’s another example
of how we’re pioneering a new way of living for a new retirement generation.

Buy loca

Superbly located in Lynfield near
shops and cafés, Murray Halberg
Village is named in honour of a
pioneering West Aucklander who
set the standard for others to follow.
Brand new apartments and plans
available now
One, two and three-bedroom
layouts
With your choice of beautiful
garden views or elevated views
of Manukau Harbour
Priced from $630,000
Fixed base weekly fee of $129*
and our deferred management
fee is capped at 20% - one of the
lowest in the retirement sector

Call Lucy or Taryn for more details
or to book a private tour.

MURRAY HALBERG VILLAGE

11 Commodore Drive, Lynfield, 627 2727
Sales office open 7 days

rymanhealthcare.co.nz

1484

*Some conditions apply
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Keeping an eye on our urban streams
Stream water testing is essential
at this time of the year - especially
after a heavy rainfall. The stream
ecosystems are often seriously affected
by stormwater runoff that washes
pollutants, nutrients, and sediments
into our streams.
Unfortunately, most storm water
systems are not designed to handle large
amounts of water flowing off imperious
surfaces within built up urban areas,
which can cause serious problems for
stream ecosystems and our health.
The Whau River Catchment Trust
frequently get calls from worried people
who are concerned about a stream that
runs through their property or their local
reserve. These concerns often occur after a
heavy rainfall, as some of the streams have
turned a different colour. Some report
that an eel that they saw a year ago has
not come back this year. Others describe
something in the water they think
shouldn’t be there.
The first question they consider is
“What is happening up stream?” Is litter
being dumped? Are there pollutants? It
can be difficult to track down the source,
especially in an urban area; even washing a
car on the side of the road can be a cause.
Water flows across land before running
into the streams, collecting any substances
- good or bad - as it moves along its course.
Surface water runs into the drains, which

flow into streams, then into the river and
eventually out to sea.
The Whau River Catchment Trust
tests the streams within the Whau
Catchment, and the data collected is sent
directly to Wai Care who then assess the
data and act accordingly.
If you would like to assist with testing
stream water health, come along to one
of their regular stream testing days.
Or if you are concerned about a stream’s
health please contact Justine by email
justine@whauriver.org.nz or phone
021 627 864 or the ‘pollution hotline’
09 377 3107.

al, advertise local

YOUR AD
HERE
from $209*+GST
Call Kerrie now on
027 290 4444
*Ts & Cs apply

Dr Nitin Raniga Orthodontist
BDS (Otago), DclinDent (Otago),
MOrth RSCEd, MRACDS (Orth)

6 Exminster Street, Blockhouse Bay
Ph: 09 627 3555

nitin@aucklandortho.co.nz
www.aucklandortho.co.nz
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New Windsor Hub

Honouring diversity and building strong community
Not a lot used to go on in New Windsor,
but that has changed dramatically since
July 2019 when Shalema Wanden–
Hannay, (working for Community
Waitakere and funded by the Whau
Local Board), arrived to start a
community hub.
A robust steering committee now
oversees an organic collection of activities
and ethnic groups, and community
consultations have provided a better
understanding of how people feel about
their area and their aspirations for it. Some
events, like the recent Matariki celebration
held at New Windsor Primary, have really
brought the community together.
New Windsor’s inaugural Matariki
event in July with a traditional hangi,
market stalls, kite flying competition
and kapa haka performances drew a large
crowd and was a milestone event. To
build on a strong community connection
though, it is important that decision-

making is community led. Working
with people from so many different
backgrounds takes a lot of time to achieve
real engagement and ownership. This
involvement is necessary to build a strong
local identity.
It is hard to remember any community
events in the suburb over the years.
Lacking a central focus like a main street,
and intersected by an expanded arterial
route, New Windsor has been described
as the left-over bits from its bigger
neighbouring suburbs. The population
in 2018 was 7,758 and there were 2,253
dwellings. In 2013, 52% of people
in New Windsor were born overseas,
compared with 39.1 percent for Auckland
as a whole, with 10.1% speaking Hindi.
The suburb continues to attract many
new migrants.
The New Windsor Hub like many
others has been established in the
former school dental clinic, thanks to

the generosity of New Windsor Primary.
This is a great location as the school is
the de facto heart of the community.
Two days a week the Hub volunteers
operate a breakfast club in the school
and emergency food parcels are available.
Other activities like Mainly Music and
an opportunity to practice English are
on offer.
Principal Lisa Harland says the Hub
is a vital part of grassroots community
development. “I can see that it provides
a place for our local community to gather
and to access services and activities that
enrich their lives”, she says. “Shalema
and her team are inclusive and inviting
to all, and are always interested in new
and exciting initiatives they can get
involved with”.
It is really exciting that the Hub is now
becoming a platform to build community
in a way that respects and embraces the
diverse community of New Windsor.

