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Editorial

Big Mac: A Humble Hero
Often in legends, the hero dies for the
cause. Big Mac did not die in vain.
Avondale’s macrocarpa may have
become a turning point for tree
protection in Auckland. In the last year,
Avondale has become the epicentre of
the tree wars, as developers have sought
maximum utilisation of sites. The
beautiful native trees at Canal Road with
their incredible history of being planted
as an abortorium by Walter Burgess, are
the ongoing focus of the tree protesters.
But it was not those natives that brought
people to the table to make undertakings
for tree protection. The protest over the
felling of Big Mac shone national media
attention onto some dodgy looking deals
done by Auckland Council. As owners of
the tree, the Council has no-one else to
blame but itself.
The Council’s Senior Heritage Arborist
supplied the following view on 31
August 2020: Once it is a notable tree it
must be retained, which is the very intent
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of it being notable, unless there really is
no other alternative to its removal. In this
instance, there is a viable alternative, being
a design, which would accommodate the
tree and distance all works from it. The
developer would have been aware of this
impediment to unrestricted development as
part of their due diligence, and I did state
in a pre-application meeting that all trees
within the site would need to be retained
and incorporated into the design.
Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei noted … this
macrocarpa is a notable tree, it is loved

by John Subritzky
by the community, it plays a significant
role in the ecosystem and is contributing
to reducing our climate impact…There
is limited tree protection left in Aotearoa,
we would like to trust that the Auckland
council, as our Treaty partners will
appropriately value the protected trees.
Auckland Council should be showing
the people of Tāmaki Makaurau that
they respect their role as kaitiaki.”
The Mana Rākau tree protection group
began as the last line of defence for trees.
After weeks of protesting to save Big

Mana Rakau tree protesters occupied the Big Mac for several weeks in an attempt to save it.

Can you spare an hour a week
to make a difference to the life
of an older person?

Age Concern Auckland is looking
for volunteer visitors for their
Visiting Service.

To find out more
call Jennie on
(09) 820 2714

www.ageconcernauckland.org.nz
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Using a crane to safely remove the tree.

Mac, Juressa Lee wrote: “The only way
to potentially save this tree was to stop
the project in its tracks and find funds to
take them and Council to court, thereby
locking things up for a year or more to
try and force Ockham-Marutūāhu back
to the drawing board. That would cost all
parties tens of thousands of dollars and
hit the iwi investors hard. It would cost
the 78 families and individuals who had
already purchased an apartment stress,
uncertainty, and money. It would absorb
our movement’s resources in a pitched
battle over a single, magnificent tree.
“We decided we were not prepared to
do that. Our only option was to make
sure, if this tree was to die, that it would
not die in silence or for nothing. As I
contemplated the prospect of this mighty
tree being cut it occurred to me that
mana survives death. This macrocarpa
will not be forgotten. It spent decades as
a shelter belt for other trees and its mana
will live well beyond death in the thirteen
more trees - or stands of trees - it will save
with its life.” [Ockham has agreed that
they would work with Mana Rakau and
Council to have at least thirteen notable,
local trees scheduled in the Whau.]

It was the last stand in
the tree by Caleb Azor that
really brought focused media
attention to Big Mac. By the
end Caleb was worn down
and exhausted but there are
signs that Auckland Council
staff and police have also
tired of being involved in
the ongoing tree war in
Avondale and would like
also to see solutions instead
of conflict.
Significantly,
Kāinga
Ora recently advertised the
position of Urban Ngahere
Lead to “Establish the
Kāinga Ora pathway towards
regenerating the urban
ngahere within its property
portfolio and around its
large-scale projects.” This is
a huge change to the clearfelled approach of it’s recent
large developments. Things
are getting better!
Big Mac’s sacrifice has
mana as part of the solution
and really is a humble hero.

Caleb Azor was the last protester left up the tree. He was on TV
news, which helped bring the media spotlight onto the issue.
Photo: Joanne Davies / jo@mawcreative.nz

Protesters lived in and around the tree. Home comforts included
the kitchen sink!
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Advocating for the Whau
It seems such a short time since you
were consulted on the Auckland
Council Emergency Budget and then
on the Whau Local Board Plan. Now
we are asking you for your feedback
again, this time on Auckland Council’s
10-Year Budget which is updated every
three years. The budget currently being
consulted on will guide decisions for
the years from 2021 to 2031.
Unfortunately, the need for Auckland
Council to be financially prudent will
impact on what the Whau Local Board
can deliver, but we will continue to
advocate for what our community wants
to see progressed and/or developed.
Because construction of a swimming
pool in our area has been deferred, we
advocate that Councillors maintain a
commitment to an aquatic and recreation
centre being developed in the Whau as
soon as financially feasible. West Auckland

Kay Thomas
Whau Local Board Chair

currently has one public swimming pool
for a population of 249,000 and a second
public pool is urgently needed.
We are pleased that the regeneration
of Avondale continues, and the Avondale
Multipurpose Community Facility will be
constructed. However, we are concerned
that increased residential development
is having an impact across the Whau
area and we are advocating for facilities
and services to meet this growth. A new
multi-story park-and-ride building in
New Lynn is needed as less street parking
becomes available and more commuters
from outlying areas use the New Lynn
transport hub.
Intensification also often results in
clear-felled sections, so we are requesting
increased regional funding for the
Ngahere Strategy as well as supporting
any opportunities for advocacy to central
government for tree protection legislation

Have your say on
Auckland’s 10-year
Recovery Budget 2021-2031
We want to recover from the impact of COVID-19 and
support growth in our communities and our region.
Go to akhaveyoursay.nz/recoverybudget to find
out more and give Auckland Council your feedback
between 22 February and 22 March.

AK
HAVE
YOUR
SAY

to be reinstated. We know that the loss
of mature trees is a crucial issue for many
members of our community.
We have also asked to retain the pre2021 Capital Transport Fund which
was allocated for transport needs in our
community, such as safer roads, shared
pathways, and the state of our footpaths.
Our final advocacy item is the funding of
the remaining unfunded section of the
Te Whau pathway.
There will be online opportunities to
read the 10-Year Budget and respond. The
Whau Local Board is also hosting an event
at which you can get information and give
feedback from 6.30-8.30 pm on Tuesday
9th March at the Bay Olympic Football
Club, 36 Portage Road, New Lynn. We
hope to see you there.
Kay Thomas
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OUR PEOPLE: Danny and Tina Bothma

Danny and Tina celebrate 65 years of marriage
Wedding anniversaries are always
a great excuse for a night out, but
when you’ve been married 65 years it’s
definitely worthy of a celebration.
Daniel and Christina (nèe Landman)
Bothma were married in Durban, South
Africa, on February 2nd, 1956. They raised
two children: a daughter, Dalene, who lives
in Singapore, and a son, Phil, who lives in
the Waikato. They have three grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren who live
in New Zealand, and two grandchildren
living in Singapore.
Daniel and Christina – or Danny and
Tina as they are known - moved to New

Zealand from South Africa in 2007. They
are very pleased to be in New Zealand and
live happily in the Salvation Army Village

Danny and Tina cut their cake.

Danny and Tina on their wedding day.

on Blockhouse Bay Road. They enjoy the
company of their supportive and kind
village friends.

Photos: Bothma family

Can you spare an hour a week to make a difference to
the life of an older person?
Age Concern Auckland is
looking for volunteer visitors
for their Visiting Service
To find out more
call Jennie on
(09) 820 2714
www.ageconcernauckland.org.nz

T: 09 826 3937
M: 027 404 0129
19 Cutler Street, New Lynn, Auckland.

Reggis Rego

CA, CPP, MBA, BCom.

reggis.ca@gmail.com
www.bizaide.co.nz
Tax returns - Income Tax, GST, FBT.
Accounting - Cost & Management.
Business Advisory Services.
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Budgeting for growth
Last year more than 16,500 new dwellings
were consented in the Auckland region,
beating the record set in 2019 by 1400
new dwellings. The pace of construction
is certainly noteworthy and this is an
achievement by the building industry and
Council’s planning and consent teams,
but as we see headline after headline about
house prices rising and the struggles of
first home buyers, how much is this extra
supply really helping? How many houses
should there be in Auckland?
Council’s Economist estimates that
Auckland needs 28,000 more dwellings

than it does at present to catch up to
Auckland’s growth – that’s a lot, but that
estimate has come down significantly from
its peak of 36,000 in 2016, so our current
rate of building is gradually catching up and
developments such as the Avanda Group’s
work at Crown Lynn Yards and Kainga
Ora’s many projects will all contribute.
This growth means that it is imperative
that Auckland Council keeps on top of the
city’s infrastructure needs, both building
more and making sure that what we
have already is fit for purpose. Auckland
Council has a plan to deliver and finance

Tracy Mulholland
Councillor, Whau Ward
this investment in our 10 year budget and
this is out for consultation until 22 March.
Please go to akhaveyoursay.nz and make a
submission - your views are really helpful
when it comes to final decision making.
We’ve seen some good examples of
Council’s investment recently in the Whau
recently, with work progressing well on the
twin replacements of the Wolverton Street
culverts. These $42m projects ensure that
this vital arterial road is robust while also
reducing flooding risk and improving the
amenity of Olympic Park.
Tracy Mulholland

The changing space in our suburbs
I’m seeing an extraordinary amount
of building going on around the New
Lynn electorate at present. In Avondale
there are new apartments and more in

Deborah Russell
MP for New Lynn

Community catch ups
As your lo al P, m een to ee in tou h to
dis uss lo al issues, go ernment oli y,
usti e o the Pea e a li ations and
ro osed hanges to legislation you ould
li e to dis uss any o these matters, lease
onta t my o i e on
, or email me
at ne lynn m
arliament go t n
y o i e sta ill assist you initially and,
i re uired, ill arrange an a ointment or
minute
you to meet ith me or a
at h u . hese a ointments are held on
Mondays mornings at my ele torate o i e
reat orth Rd, A ondale. he o i e
is a essible and handy to ubli trans ort
/DeborahRussellLabour
@beefaerie

Authorised by Dr Deborah Russell,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington

the planning stages.
Blockhouse Bay has
many new multi-level
townhouses dotted in
between older residences,
and New Lynn has seen a
proliferation of building,
particularly
near
the
transport hub. Some of this
is being done by private
developers and other
small to medium scale
developments are Kāinga
Ora projects. It’s all very
much needed.
But there are downsides to this. For
starters there’s the disruption of having
building sites in our neighbourhoods.
New housing means there are more people
putting pressure on our infrastructure –
schools, roads and water supplies and so
on. It also means more pressure on our
green spaces.
The felling of the old macrocarpa
tree on Ash Street to make way for
new apartments was a sad day for the
community. As part of the resource
consent process, the developers agreed
to plant 21 mature native trees on the
site. They are also working with the tree
protection group Mana Rākau to schedule
at least 13 notable trees in Avondale.
It’s hard work protecting trees one tree
at a time. Later this year, the process of

replacing the Resource Management Act
1991 (RMA) with the Natural and Built
Environments Act (NBA), the Strategic
Planning Act (SPA) and the Climate
Change Adaptation Act (CAA) will get
underway. I’ll be working hard to try and
get better tree protection included in the
new legislation.
In the meantime, the Whau local
board lead by Kay Thomas is starting a
project mapping all the green spaces in
the area. The idea is to ensure that while
development of much needed homes is
supported, we can make sure that people
still have access to nature and green
space. This is a great project, and I fully
support the work that Kay and her team
are doing.
Dr Deborah Russell, MP for New Lynn
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SPOTLIGHT ON LOCAL BUSINESS

Dental practice welcomes new dentists
More than sixty years ago in 1958, Dr
Jack Barnes started his dental practice in
Blockhouse Bay, joined seven years later
by Dr Richard Gross. When Dr Barnes
retired Dr Gross took over, partnering
with Dr Peter Raymond, BDS, in 1994.
Dr Raymond then became the owner of
Blockhouse Bay Dental Centre in 2000
upon Dr Gross’s retirement. He was
joined that same year by his associate,
Dr Haydn Gray.
The practice has a strong reputation
for anxiety management, and a quick
look at the 155 reviews on Google
(4.9 rating) reveals that this is a big deal
among their grateful clients.
“Fear [of going to the dentist] is a big
factor for many people, and for some it’s a
phobia”, says Dr Pete. “Some people have
even put off dentistry for decades, but
we have dental phobics returning to our
practice as regular relaxed patients because
of our skilled pain management and gentle
approach”, he says.
Recently the team at Blockhouse Bay
Dental Centre has welcomed two new
dentists to the practice: Dr Neeraj Anand
(Associate) and Dr Jacy Lin.
Born in East Auckland, Neeraj moved
with his family to Brisbane, Australia as
a child. He graduated from University of
Queensland with a Bachelor of Pharmacy
then pursued dentistry, graduating from
the University of Western Australia in
2019 as a Doctor of Dental Medicine.
Neeraj followed his family back to
Auckland, joining the practice in April
last year. He is a fluent Hindi speaker.
Dr Jacy Lin also grew up in east Auckland,
and received her first degree in Biomedical
Science at University of Auckland. She
then pursued her love of dentistry at Otago,
graduating with her Bachelor of Dental
Science in 2013. She worked in Auckland
for four years before leaving to travel the
world, where she learned about the latest
treatments, attended dental conferences,
and participated in courses in Italy. Jacy
is fluent in Mandarin and Cantonese, and
offers a range of services including cosmetic
and restorative dentistry, and oral surgery.

Doctors Peter Raymond, Jacy Lin, Neeraj Anand and Hadyn Gray.

From day one, newcomers Neeraj and
Jacy have fitted in well with the team,
which share many outside interests.
Nareej enjoys hiking, fishing, and
going to the gym, playing football and
badminton. He also loves to cook, travel,
and read, and brews a mean cup of chai.
A regular at her local gym, Jacy enjoys
sports, photography and has an interest
in art and history. She enjoys challenges,
having run side by side with bulls and
hiked a 5,000m mountain.
Both Pete and Haydn hail from the UK,
and have many interests in common. They
both enjoy the great outdoors: Pete loves
travel, adventuring and mountaineering,
and is an accomplished wildlife and
landscape photographer. Haydn also
enjoys travel and is a keen runner, with 16
marathons and three ultra-marathons under
his belt. They also both enjoy cooking.
The team is complemented by hygienists
Rebecca and Kinjal.
A special deal is currently offered to
introduce Doctors Neeraj and Jacy:
Examination, two small x-rays and a clean

for $89. New patients only. Valid until
end of April 2021. Please mention the
Beacon when booking.
Blockhouse Bay Dental Centre
Ph 09 627 9970 | bhbdental.co.nz

Dentists:

Dr. Peter Raymond BDS
Dr. Haydn Gray BDS
Dr.
Neerajappointments
Anand DMD
Emergency
Dr. Jacy Lin BDS
Oral Health Therapists:
Rebecca, Kinjal and Kylie

Phone: 627-9970
www.bhbdental.co.nz

3A Heaphy Street (by the roundabout)
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EcoFest West features 120 events
EcoFest West 2021 is on its way! This
annual community festival, now in its
tenth year, runs from 20 March to 18
April 2021 and celebrates our beautiful
environment by sharing practical ideas
to make sustainable living easy, for a
better future.
Organised by EcoMatters Environment
Trust, EcoFest West is Auckland’s biggest
environmental festival and features more
than 120 events hosted by a range of
organisations.
EcoMatters Environment Trust’s CEO,
Damon Birchfield, says, “The festival has
been designed to inspire environmental
action amongst all Aucklanders. It
champions our unique environment,
supports collaboration, and celebrates our
local communities.”
“This year’s programme includes
interactive workshops to deepen your
connection with nature, community
events that celebrate and restore our
natural environment, and experiences
that share ways to live more sustainably in
our neighbourhoods.”
Events categories include Waka
Hourua/Clean Transport, Kīnaki Kai
Reka/Foodies’ Fix, Te Whaihanga/Makers’
Mayhem, Torohē Nuku/Explore Nature
and Mauri Noho/Conscious Living.
Covering a wide range of topics and
subject matters, most events are free or
low-cost, and whānau friendly. Many
events will also be available at any
Covid-19 alert level through webinar or
other digital options.
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Te Whaihanga - Makers, Mayhem.

Torohē Nuku - Explore Nature.

Mauri Noho - Conscious Living.

Kīnaki Kai Reka - Foodies, Fix.

Festival highlights include:

and the Oratia Stream to Bodega Eatery.
• Support Māori business at Te Mākete,
a market held every month at Hoani
Waititi Marae. Enjoy live entertainment,
modern and traditional Māori cuisine
and artists.
New to the festival is the EcoFest West
Speaker Series 2021: Ngā Karanga o Ngā
Wāhine Toa. A collection of live events
and webinars, the Speaker Series offers an
opportunity to hear from four wāhine toa,
or women leaders, as they reflect on their
learnings from 2020.
Whether joining the live event at
EcoHub in New Lynn, or watching the
live Zoom webinar, visitors will hear
from Dee West, Dr. Nicole van der Laak,

• Explore the coastal scenery as you Walk
and Collect Photos of Wildlife, from
Green Bay to Blockhouse Bay Beach
with Stephen Thorpe from iNaturalist.
• Join the Growspace Seminar, a
presentation of a radical permaculture
design for an urban public park with
multi-talented designer and fabricator,
Baptiste Natali.
• Get the kids involved and learn to Make
Your Own Mini Worm Farm from
recycled materials with Blockhouse Bay
Library.
• Take part in the Twin Streams and Tapas
Ride for a cruisy Sunday afternoon bike
ride along the Henderson Creek Path

EcoFest
West
Nature
Arts

ecofest
.org.nz

20 MARCH- 18 APRIL 2021
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Dr. Karlo Mila and Robin Taua-Gordon.
Each of the speakers have been active
in conversations about sustainability,
science, environmentalism, and carbon
divestment through a range of mediums
and forums.

•
Urban food forest design Saturday
10 April, 10.30am-3pm, EcoMatters,
1 Olympic Place, New Lynn
To see full details of all EcoFest West
events, please visit www.ecofest.org.nz.

EcoFest West is brought to you by
EcoMatters Environment Trust, with
events hosted by a range of organisations,
generously supported by the Whau,
Henderson-Massey, and Waitākere
Ranges local boards.

Coming up near your neighbourhood
during EcoWest Festival:

• Walk and collect photos of wildlife
Saturday 20 March, 9-11.30am,
Craigavon Park, 85 Connaught Street,
Blockhouse Bay
•
Creatures of the night Monday 22
March, 7-10pm, Blockhouse Bay
Recreational Reserve, Rathlin Street,
Blockhouse Bay
•
Ngā Karanga o Ngā Wāhine Toa
25 March, 1 April, 8 April & 15
April, 7-8.30pm, Online/EcoMatters,
1 Olympic Place, New Lynn
•
Make your own mini worm farm
Wednesday 31 March, 3.30-4.30pm,
Blockhouse Bay Library

Waka Hourua - Clean Transport.

Centennial (+1) for Blockhouse Bay School
One of the casualties of Covid-19 last
year was the Blockhouse Bay School
Centennial.
Originally
planned
for March 2020, the event had to
be postponed as we headed into
lockdown, disappointing lots of people
and spoiling the preparations that the
children had made to welcome back expupils, staff and parents.
We are very pleased to confirm, though,
that we are full speed ahead for our 101st
celebrations which will be held on April
9th and 10th of this year.
At 10.30am on Friday 9th, we are
inviting our guests to attend a short
welcome in Te Whau, our school hall/
performing arts centre, before our school
ambassadors lead tours around the
school. We expect that our visitors will
be surprised by the changes that have
taken place in teaching and learning since
they were at school as well as the many
property upgrades that have taken place.
After lunch, we are planning a series
of performances for parents and visitors
to show off the children’s hard work in
preparing for these.
From 7.00-9.30pm, any and all expupils, staff and parents are invited to a

Another new addition to the school that is great for kids’ learning.

mix and mingle over food and a drink in
our newly refurbished Te Manawa.
From 11.00am on Sunday 11th,
attendees are invited to come along for
school tours once again before our official
welcome in Te Whau at 12.30pm. After
this, our visitors can either take part in a
school tour or meet with other attendees
to reminisce and talk about the ‘old days’.

To register or for more information
please contact the office on 627 9940, email
office@blockhousebay.school.nz, or go to
the school’s website www.blockhousebay.
school.nz and click on the Information
link, scrolling down to the Centennial tab.
We are looking forward to hosting lots
of people for this important and fun event.
Neil Robinson, Principal
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WHAU LIBRARIES LINE-UP
Did you know…

Each of our libraries have their own page within the
Auckland Libraries website? Simply Google your library’s
name, eg “Avondale Library” to find your library’s page.
Once there you will see all the services and upcoming events
for that library.
Our libraries also have their own individual Facebook
pages as well. Make sure you follow them to stay up to date
with all their activities and notices.

Opening hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm;
Saturday 10am-4pm;
Sunday 12pm-4pm; (New Lynn 10am-4pm)

Check p13-14 for regular library events.

March

Whau Makerspace

Makerspaces are areas in our libraries where you can make
all sorts of things, like robots, apps, digital music and 3D
printing. Try something new and connect with people who
have similar interests. The Whau Makerspace rotates between
Avondale, Blockhouse Bay and New Lynn libraries.
Here’s the rotation for February:
• Avondale: Laptops for
game design, musicmaking and 3D design
• BHB: Robotic Cubelets
kits for making robots.
• New Lynn: Ultimaker 2
3D printer and laptop
for printing 3D designs.

COVID-19 hours: Please check each library’s Facebook page for updates, especially regarding events. Some events may go online.

Avondale Library
93 Rosebank Road
facebook.com/avondalelib
For bookings email
avondalelibrary@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

March welcomes both Pasifika and
EcoFest. There will be so much to
watch, taste, recycle, make, create and
read… come and join us!

Pasifika Activities
Let’s Lego Mon 1st 4-5pm. Create an
existing or your own tropical island,
the possibilities are endless, let your
imagination run wild.
Pasifika Storytime Wed 10th 10 10.30am. Come and meet our Pacific
neighbours and join us for stories, songs,
rhymes and activities that celebrate Pasifika.
Samoan Poi Mon 15th 4-5pm: Learn
how to make this refreshing Samoan
beverage made from ingredients you’ll
find in your pantry.

Card Games Every Thurs in March 3.305pm: Talamu, Suipi, Ta ihu, you name it,
let’s play it. Join us every Thursday with a
deck of cards, or borrow some from our
team, and spend the afternoon playing
some good ol’ card games.
Movies in Libraries Every Saturday in
March, 1-3pm: Together let’s check out
some Pacific documentaries available on
Beamafilm. Got a library card? We can
show you how to gain access to Beamfilm
and you too can watch FREE movies and
documentaries.

EcoFest Activities
Beeswax Wraps Wed 24th 11am-12pm:
Learn how to create your own reusable
beeswax wrap with local beekeeper Robin
Brehmer.
More EcoFest activities will be on in April so
watch out for them in next month’s Beacon.

Information Fair Sat 27th 1-3pm:
Connect with community services that
can help you find a job.

Blockhouse Bay Library
578 Blockhouse Bay Road
facebook.com/blockhousebaylibrary
For bookings email blockhousebaylibrary
@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Gittos Domain: Blockhouse Bay’s
oldest reserve: A talk by Lisa Truttman.
Thurs 11th 10-11am. Gittos story is
one from wool-scouring and tanning of
leather, through to holiday camping, the
emergence of a local community identity,
and now includes the Te Ara o Tiriwa
pathway. Part of the Whau Heritage
Stories project provided with funding
by the Whau Local Board. Bookings are
required. This talk will also be recorded.

Pasifika Let’s Lego
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Rongoā Māori (traditional Māori
medicine) workshops with Emma Haslam
Sun 14th, 21st and 28th 1-2.30 pm. Emma
will talk about the properties of some native
plants and discuss the key philosophies,
principles and processes of Rongoā Māori.
Come to one or all three sessions –a different
aspect is covered at each session. Provided
with funding from the Whau Local Board.
Bookings are required.

New Lynn War Memorial Library
3 Memorial Drive
facebook.com/NewLynnLibrary
For bookings, email
newlynn.library@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Plant propagation - talk and workshop Sat
20th 2-3pm. Learn how to propagate plants
from cuttings and save money. A member of
the Blockhouse Bay Garden Club will give
a short talk, demonstrate how, and answer
questions. Includes houseplants, herbs, and
other outdoor plants.
Upcycled Bottle Planters Sat 27th
2-3pm. Come make a cute planter out of
a recycled plastic container to grace your
home or garden.
Make your own Mini Worm Farm
Wed 31st 3.30–4.40pm. Come to the
library and make your very own mini
worm-farm from recycled materials.
Worm farms are a great way to turn food
scraps into organic fertiliser instead of
landfill. Bookings are required. Register at
compostcollective.org.nz/workshops.
Job Café now runs every Tuesday from
10am–12pm.
The Bilingual Storytime in English and
Mandarin is on hold until further notice.

Recommended reads
Learn about our environment with
these New Zealand reads:
I Love Bugs by Elspeth Alix Batt.
Stunningly illustrated, this picture
book introduces a mysterious
character who insists they like bugs of
all sorts. But who is it?
Song of the River by Joy Cowley. In this
picture book Cameron follows the song
of the river from the mountains to the
sea, seeing many wonderful sights on

Huinga Kōrero – te reo Māori
Conversation Group Tues 2nd, 16th,
30th 10-11am. Come join us to practice te
reo Māori in a relaxed setting, with a cuppa
and a bikkie. Held fortnightly. All levels
welcome. Fluent speakers most welcome
to come and tautoko. Nau mai Haere mai!
Rongoā Workshops – Māori healing
and medicine Thursday 4th, 11th, 25th
March, 11.30am-1pm. These workshops
provide a peek into the world of Rongoā
Rākau: Traditional Māori Healing. We will
discuss key philosophies, principles and
processes of Rongoā Māori and explore
why the ngahere is the best place to learn
about the gifts of our tuākana.
Te Reo Playgroup Tues 9th & 23rd,
10-11am. Fortnightly community led
playgroup focused on speaking te reo
Māori with our tamariki. Join in and
help make it happen. Whanaungatanga.
Whānau supporting whānau.
An introduction to Te Tiriti o Waitangi
Sat 13th. Come and explore a key
element of our history with this intensive
the way, and finally making a marvellous
discovery. A lovely homage to nature.
Wildlife of Aotearoa by Gavin Bishop.
Encounter New Zealand’s incredible wildlife
in this spectacular visual exploration.
Discover fascinating facts, and learn how we
influence the survival of our living treasures.
Tohorā: The Southern Right Whale by
Ned Barraud. A moving story of the near
extinction and then revival of the mighty
tohora, the southern right whale. Beautifully
illustrated, a heartening and optimistic tale.

introduction to the topic of Te Tiriti o
Waitangi – the Treaty of Waitangi. This
full-day programme covers:
• Why the Treaty of Waitangi came about
• What terms the signatories agreed to
• The history of colonisation in this country
and its impacts
• The relevance of the Treaty in Aotearoa
today
•
How we can connect to the Treaty
relationship as people of different
backgrounds and cultures in Aotearoa
Run by Tauiwi facilitators from Tangata
Tiriti – Treaty People. Bookings essential.

Family History Drop-in Workshop Wed
17th 2-4pm. Come and meet our Family
History expert Librarian Brent Giblin, he is
available to help you make the most of the
online Family History resources available
at Auckland Library.
Family Day – Outside New Lynn
Library Games and activities, please check
Facebook for confirmed date.
Hard Conversations Workshop Please
check Facebook for dates. The Hard
Conversations Workshop aims to help
facilitate difficult conversations about
privilege and race. It is designed to
encourage you to critically think about
your privilege and the space you occupy
within society. Bookings required.
New Zealand Nature Heroes by Gillian
Candler. Designed to inspire and empower New Zealand kids to be naturalists
and conservationists, this book features
stories of fifteen different nature heroes.
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What’s happening
Online community calendar at www.bhb.nz

REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS

CLASSIFIEDS
Karls Mowing Lawns, hedges, weed spraying,
garden tidy up, garden waste removed.
Reliable. Phone 022 199 3133.
Learn to Dance a fusion of Latin & Hustle!
Beginners – Social Partner Dancing. Every
Wednesday 7pm at BHB Community Centre.
Start anytime. Two left feet welcome!
No partner required. No experience necessary.
Phone Colin 021 0363 249 or Hannah
021 576 210.

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS:
BHB = Blockhouse Bay
GB = Green Bay
NL = New Lynn
CC = Community Centre
BHBCC = Blockhouse Bay Community Centre,
524 BHB Rd, BHB.
GBCH = Green Bay Community House,
1 Barron Drive, Green Bay.
NLCC = New Lynn Community Centre,
45 Totara Ave, NL
Term time = operates during school term time only.

MARCH
Sat 6th Friends of Wairaki Stream – Seaweek
cleanup event at Lynfield Cove. Meet at 9.45am
TBC. More info www.wairakistream.com or
Facebook.com/FOWairakiStream
Tue 9th Long Term Plan info/feedback event
hosted by Whau Local Board. 6.30–8.30pm at Bay
Olympic Football Club, 36 Portage Road, New Lynn.
Sat 13th Community Market 7am–12noon at
BHBCC. 2nd & last Saturdays each month.
Mon 15th West Auckland District Tramping
Club’s Club Night 7.30pm in the Committee
Room at Kelston Community Centre, cnr Gt North
and Awaroa Rds. The well-known Bill Hohepa
will share some of his fishing adventures and
4WD expeditions through the back country.
All welcome, enjoy a cuppa afterwards.
Sat 20th New Lynn Lions Monthly Book Sale
8am–4pm at New Lynn Friendship Club, 3063
Gt Nth Road, New Lynn (down the driveway). All
books, DVDs, CDs, videos and jigsaw puzzles just
$1. Magazines 5 for $1. Drop off books for donation
Thursdays between 9 & 11am or on the day.
Sun 21st Blockhouse Bay Lynfield Lions Club
Wild Westie family car rally/ramble 9am. Fun &
adventure in the real West. Mystery destinations.
For info and to register, go to bhbl-lions.org/carrally. Registration $15pp, under 12s free.
Sun 21st West Auckland District Tramping Club
tramps at Whatipu 9.15am. Grade: easy to moderate.
Time: 3-4 hours. Carpool fare $7 members, $12
non-members. From the Whatipu car park we will
walk around past the caves and along under the cliffs
towards the Pararaha. This is a wonderful area to
walk through. Please contact leader:
John 027 607 2814 or jmiller1954@gmail.com

Advertise your event here for free!
Email kerrie@bhb.nz

MONDAYS
Mandarin Speaking Knitting Circle
10am-12noon at BHB library. Bring your own
knitting needles and wool and join other knitters
at all levels of experience. Experienced knitters
will be available to help. 普通话毛线编织社 每
周一上午10.am – 12noon 请带上你的毛线
编织针和线来学习交流编织技法

EcoFest West 20 March–18 April
Sun 21st The Fair - Antiques and Collectibles
9.30am-2pm BHBCC.
Tue 23rd The Great Plant Swap - Neighbours Day
Aotearoa. 10am–2pm West Lynn Garden,
73 Parker Ave New Lynn. We will host this event,
wet or fine. Bring your plants, cuttings, seeds to
swap. Come and meet the volunteers and your
neighbours. facebook.com/WestLynnGarden
Sat 27th
Community Market 7am–12noon at BHBCC. 2nd &
last Saturdays each month.
Mini Fair 8am–12noon at Iona Presbyterian Church,
38 Donovan Street Blockhouse Bay. Bargains galore.
BHB Village Market From 8.30am, along
mainstreet on BHB Rd. Contact Jodie Judd
manager@blockhousebay.org or ph 09 626 5081.
Last Saturday of each month.
Dinner at French Bay 5-9pm at French Bay Yacht
Club for our last dinner of the season. A stunning
location for some of the best street food and live
music in Auckland. A zero-waste event hosted by
www.lovestreetfood.co.nz. Big thanks to our friends
at Glovers Real Estate for helping us behind the
scene to bring this FREE event to our community.
Info: Facebook.com/GreenBayStreetFood.
Sat 27th - Sun 28th Join Relay For Life 6pm-8am
at Lovelock Track, Mt Roskill, and help keep the
baton going as we celebrate cancer survivors,
remember loved ones lost to cancer, and raise funds
for your local Cancer Society. Relayforlife.org.nz

Pickleball 10am-12 noon at Lynfield YMCA. More
info at pac.org.nz.
Puzzle Club 10am-12pm at Green Bay Community
House. Come along and join our new puzzle club.
Meet other puzzle lovers and enjoy some peaceful
puzzle time. Relax with a cuppa, bickie and a chat.
Puzzles provided. Gold coin donation per class.
Mandarin English bilingual storytime
10:30-11am at Avondale Library. Term time.
New Lynn. 图书馆每周五的中文故事会欢迎所
有小朋友及家长的共同参与。通过讲故事，
唱儿歌，念童谣，一起度过欢乐的30分钟。
Rhymetime 10:30-11am at New Lynn Library.
Music and rhyme, great for language development,
movement, and co-ordination. Suitable for 18
months to 3 years. Term time.
Makerspace activities 3.30-5pm at Avondale
Library. See p10 for rotation.

Knitting for kids Ages 8+. Every Monday afternoon
3.30 - 4.30pm at New Lynn Library. Wool and
needles provided. Come and learn to knit.

TUESDAYS
APRIL
Sat 3rd Avondale-Waterview Historical Society
meeting 2pm at St Ninians Hall, St Georges Road,
Avondale. Meetings every second month, on the 1st
Saturday. Open to all. Avondale.org.nz for details.
Sun 11th West Lynn Garden Family Day 10am3pm, 73 Parker Ave New Lynn. $3 pp, under 2s
free. Come and take part in a Tree trail and Butterfly
Hunt. Information sessions start on the hour in the
Butterfly House. Set in 2.5 hectares of beautiful
gardens. Fun activities for children. Bring a picnic.
Sausages, drinks, and plants for sale. Facebook.
com/WestLynnGardens

Green Bay Community Playgroup
9am-11.30am at GBCH. $4 per family, under
6months free. Tues & Thurs, term time.
Wriggle & Rhyme for infants and toddlers
9:30-10am, 10:30-11am at Avondale AND New
Lynn Libraries. Wriggle and Rhyme is designed
to promote active movement for early learning.
Suitable 18 months and under. Term time.
Armanasco House situated next to BHB Library,
is one of the Bay’s early settler houses and is open
10am-2pm for public interest and information.
Job Café 10am-12noon at Blockhouse Bay Library.
For CV assistance, career counselling and job
search assistance, the wonderful people from
Whau Ace are here to help.
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Please check with organisers in the event of Covid-19 level changes.

REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
TUESDAYS
Greater Auckland Chorus We are an all-female a
cappella and barbershop chorus rehearsing Tuesday
nights in Epsom. Check out our website for more
details. www.greateraucklandchorus.com

West Auckland Ladies Craft group
6:30-8:30pm Tuesdays at Rosebank Primary
School Hall, 217 Rosebank Rd, Avondale. Bring
your crochet, sewing, artwork etc. along for
inspiration and new friendships. Cost $2. Contact
Oreen on 021 0297 6012 for further info.
Housie at the BHB Community Centre. Sales from
6.30pm. Starts 7.30pm till 10pm.
Western Districts Women’s Dinner Club
a group of ladies that meet monthly for dinner and
a speaker/entertainer at Bricklane Restaurant,
New Lynn. Visitors are very welcome. Ph Anne
021 293 3833 (or 627 1416) to book or for info.

WEDNESDAYS
Wriggle & Rhyme for 0-2-year olds
9.30 @ BHB Library. Songs, rhymes and gentle
exercise to music for babies and toddlers.
Term time (returns 23 July).
Mainly Music for 0-4-year-olds
9.30am @ BHB Baptist, 504 BHB Rd. Singing,
dancing, craft, morning tea. Ph Mary 828 9027.
Friendship Centre All seniors welcome.
9.30am-12.30pm (term time only). Avondale
Baptist Church Hall, Cnr New North & BHB Bay Rds.
Ph 09 631 5968 for further information.
Green Bay Art Group 9.30-11.30am at GBCH.
$2 donation, bring your own project along. All art
mediums & styles welcome. Term time.
Creative Colouring Class 9.30am-11.30am at
GBCH. $2 donation, bring your own books and
materials. Term time.

WEDNESDAYS
Storytime 10–10:30am at New Lynn Library. Enjoy
stories, rhymes and songs, encouraging a love of
books. Suitable for kids aged 3-5 years. Term time.
Get Work Ready 10am-12pm at BHB library.
Need help in getting work? Whau Ace Adult and
Community Education offer free support and advice
every Wednesday.
Rhymetime Storytime 10am-10:30am at Avondale
Library. Term time.
500 card game Played 12.30-2.30pm at the
BHBCC. Friendly group, looking for more players.
Contact Noel Johnston on 627 8306.
Maori Conversation Group. 2-3pm at Avondale
Library. Term time. Practice Te Reo Maori in a
relaxed setting with fellow learners of all levels.
Nau mai, haere mai.

THURSDAYS
Community Singers Blockhouse Bay Practice
from 12.30-2.30pm at BHBCC, and sing at rest
homes monthly. Contact Anne Rogers on phone
626 7040 or ruth52@outlook.co.nz
Knitting Circle 1-3pm at the BHB Library. BYO
knitting needles and wool, and join others in
these casual knitting group sessions for all
levels. Experienced knitters available to help.
Family History drop-in workshop 2-4 pm at
New Lynn Library. Every 3rd Thursday of the
month. Come and meet our research librarian
Brent Giblin who will be available to help you
make the most of the online family history
resources at Auckland Libraries. Register at desk
or message us on Facebook.
Pickleball 6.45pm-8.45pm at Mt Albert YMCA.
More info at pac.org.nz.

FRIDAYS
Pickleball 10am-12noon at Mt Albert YMCA.
More info at pac.org.nz.
Book Club 10:30am-12noon at BHB Library, third
Friday of the month (exc Jan). Come and join our
lively discussions about what you’ve been reading,
and find new books from the selection provided.
Social Partner Dancing with Move Dance Co.
at BHBCC. No experience necessary and
no partners required. 7pm Beginners, 8pm
Intermediate followed by social dancing.
Beginners’ concession available, casual $15.
Ph Hannah, 021 576 210.

THURSDAYS
Green Bay Community Playgroup 9am-11.30am
at GBCH, $4 per family, under 6m free. Tues &
Thurs, term time.
Friendship Centre All seniors welcome.9.30am12.30pm term time. BHB Baptist Church Hall, 504
BHB Rd. Ph 09 631 5968 for further information.
Friends of the Whau Volunteers meet every
Thursday 10am-12.30pm to work on a range of
sites and tasks, learning more about our catchment
as well as getting the job done. Contact Sandra
sandra@whauriver.org.nz.

Mandarin Storytime Fridays 11-11:30am at New
Lynn Library. Stories, rhymes and music in Mandarin.
Term time.
Māori Conversation Group Fridays 11am – 12pm,
Avondale Library. Practice te reo Māori in a relaxed
setting with other speakers of the language. Tea/
coffee provided.
Food Pantry open 1-3pm at BHB Baptist Church.
Momiji Japanese Kids Playgroup
3.30-5.30pm at GBCH. First visit free. Contact
momojiplaygroupnz@gmail.com.
Chess For Success 3.30-5pm at Avondale Library.
All levels and ages welcome. Term time only.
Ruh ki Baarish led by Pastors Anil and Reena Kant
and the Hills Satsung Team.7pm every Friday at Hills
Church, 179 Hillsborough Rd.

SATURDAYS
Knitting and Crochet Group 9.30am-12noon
at GBCH. $2 donation. Swap patterns and share
ideas. Free lessons! Term time.
Church Service with Communion 10am at
Church of the Saviour, 2 Kinross St, BHB.
“Best morning tea in the Bay”.
Pickleball 10am-12noon at Lynfield YMCA. More
info at pac.org.nz.

Friends of the Whau Volunteers
Job Café 10-11am Avondale Library. Need help
writing that bespoke CV and cover letter? The
wonderful team from Whau Ace are here to help
you get work ready. Tea/coffee provided.
Preschool Storytime 10.30am at BHB Library.
Free and fun, learning literacy development
through stories and songs. Term time.

BHB-Lynfield Lions Club sausage sizzle 9am –
1pm for Lions Projects last Saturday each month
outside BHB ASB. Meat or vegetarian, plus books
and other goodies. Also, mid-month sausage
sizzle - watch out for street signs and in BHB
Facebook group.
Bollyworx Fun-filled exercise to Bollywood music.
Saturdays at St. Mary’s School Hall,
2134 Grt Nth Rd, Avondale for 1 hour starting at
9am. Contact Baptist on 021 815040.
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What’s happening
SATURDAYS
Family Storytime 11-11:30am at Avondale
Library. Term time.
Free Dinner 2nd Saturday of the month, 5-7pm,
at Iona Presbyterian Church hall, 38 Donovan St
BHB. All welcome. For more info ph 09 627 9845.

SUNDAYS
Knitting and Crochet fortnightly 3-5pm at GBCH.
Knitting and crochet for fun. Swap patterns and
share ideas. $2 donation.

Advertise your event here for free!
Email kerrie@bhb.nz

CHURCH SERVICES
BHB Baptist 504 BHB Rd. Ph 09-626 6980. Sundays
10am Worship and teaching for all ages, 6.30pm
worship, teaching and coffee.
BHB Community Church 76 Dundale Ave, BHB.
Ph 09 626 6284. Sundays, 10.30 am service.
Church of the Saviour 2 Heaphy St, BHB
Ph 09 627 8779. Sundays, 9am - Communion service.
11am - Café Style church. 1.30pm - Mandarin service.
4pm - Interdenominational Service.
Courageous Church 9 St Jude St, Avondale.
connect@courageous.nz. Sundays 10am.
Encounter Church 495 Rosebank Road, Avondale, P:
820 8231, E: office@encounter.org.nz. Sundays 10am
+ 6pm – children and youth programmes provided.
Hosanna Avondale Baptist Church 1288 New North
Road, Avondale. Ph. 09 828 0182. Sundays 10am,
Children’s Ministry 10.30am. Coffee & fellowship
afterwards.

Iona Presbyterian Church 38 Donovan Street,
BHB Ph. 09 627 9845. Sundays, 10am service.
Lynfield Community Church 35 The Avenue,
Lynfield. Ph 09 626 4141. Sundays, 9:30am service.
St Dominic’s Catholic Church 34 Bolton St, BHB
ph 09 626 6207. Weekend Masses: Saturday vigil
6pm; Sunday 9:30am. Weekday Masses: Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday 9:15am; Wednesday 7pm.
St Jude’s Anglican Church 27 St Jude Street,
Avondale p: 020 4079 4554, Sundays 8am and 9am.

Get involved in your community!
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
6th Auckland Girls’ Brigade 6-8pm at Iona Church,
38 Donovan Street, BHB. All girls 5 years upwards
welcome. Contact Dorothy 027 275 9592 or
dorothy.findlay@xtra.co.nz.
Auckland Army Cadets 6-9pm every Wednesday at
the Auckland Army Centre, 204 Great North Rd Grey
Lynn. Ages 12-15 (to join). Contact LT Pip Joyce NZCF,
027 571 3848 or email cacu@cadetforces.org.nz.
Auckland Grey Power Assoc 577 BHB Rd, open
Monday to Friday 10.30am till 1pm, or by arrangement.
Ph: 626 0895 e: akgreypowerinfo@gmail.com.
Avondale Ladies Probus Club Meets 10am
4th Friday of each month at Avondale Bapt. Church
lounge, cnr BHB Rd and New North Rd. Monthly bus
trips also. More info phone Beryl 626 5675.
Avondale-Waterview Historical Society meets
on the 1st Saturday, every second month, 2pm at
St Ninians Hall, St Georges Road, Avondale. Open
to all. Avondale.org.nz for details.
BHB Butterflies meets weekly on Sundays
10am to midday to work at the habitat in the
BHB Recreational Reserve. Contact Jacqui
027 481 4811 or jacqui@nzbutterflies.org.nz
BHB Historical Society Meets at 1pm on the
1st Wednesday, every second month, February to
December, at BHBCC. Includes a guest speaker and
trading table. Contact Brian Goodwin on 09 626
5809 or info@blockhousebayhistoricalsociety.com.
BHB Ladies Probus meets 10am to noon 2nd
Friday of each month (Feb to Dec) at BHBCC.
Speakers and morning tea. Outings available
4th Fridays. New members welcome. Enquiries to
Ann Stankovich, 09 817 8545, Norma Taylor
09 626 6267.

BHB-Lynfield Lions Club Business meeting
1st Wednesday of month, 7pm at Lions’ Den in the
Lodge, BHB Community Centre.
BHB-Lynfield Lions Club Dinner/social meeting
3rd Wednesday each month exc Dec-Jan, all welcome.
Bookings essential. Go to www.bhbl-lions.org for latest
info and to book.
BHB Y’s Walking Club Meet each Mon & Wed at
8.30am at BHBCC. A different walk each week
including our monthly away trips where morning tea is
on us! For more info contact 626 3381 or 837 5441.
Iona Scouts Meet under the BHBCC. Keas (school yrs
1-3) 6-7pm Cubs (school yrs 4-6) 6.30-8pm Scouts
(school yrs 7-10) 6.30-8pm. Contact Colin
(021 208 1103) for more info.
Inner Wheel Club of Mt Roskill Meets 4th Thursday
monthly (except Nov/Dec), 7.30pm, Selwyn Heights
Village, Royal Oak. We are women who enjoy fun,
friendship, interesting speakers and fundraising for
charity. iwmtroskillmembership@gmail.com
www.iwmtroskill.weebly.com.
Ladies’ Friendship Club Meets 3rd Monday each
month, 1.30pm at Iona Community Hall, Donovan St,
BHB. Speakers, friendship, outings and afternoon
tea. Contact Lyn 627 9132.
Lion Budokan Karate Classes Saturdays, 8-9am
at 231 Whitney Street, BHB. Age 5 years and above.
Visit www.budokan.co.nz or call 972 2215 for more
details and for other options.
Lynfield Tennis Club Caters for all ages and
standards of play, from beginners to advanced
with coaching, social play, club championships and
inter club. Located on The Avenue, Lynfield (opp
Countdown). For more information visit
www.lynfieldtennis.co.nz
New Lynn Tennis Club Wednesdays 4pm (age 7-10),
5pm (age 11+). Sundays 9am (age 7-10),

10am (age 11+). 13 Fruitvale Rd, New Lynn.
Phone Tracy on 021 806 992 or
email tennisnewlynn@gmail.com
Titirangi U3A (includes BHB, Green Bay, Glen
Eden, Kelston & New Lynn) for those aged 50+.
Meets 4th Tuesday of the month (Jan-Nov),
1.30pm at West Lynn Gardens, 73 Parker Avenue,
New Lynn. Guest speakers, study/hobby groups
-keep learning, meet new people. 818 8890 or
heathertanguay@slingshot.co.nz
West Auckland Districts Tramping Club The
club tramps most Sundays, meeting at Glen Eden.
For full details check out the activities calendar at
www.westaucklandtrampingclub.co.nz.
Western Districts Women’s Dinner Club
A group of ladies meeting 2nd Tuesday each
month for dinner and a speaker/entertainer at
Bricklane Restaurant, New Lynn. Ph Anne
021 293 3833 or 627 1416 to book or for info.
Western Quilters’ Circle 7:30pm at Kelson
Community Centre. Meets last Tuesday of the
month, exc December. Contact Michelle Dawson
on 021 148 6888 for more info.
Western Wolves American Football Club
Juniors 13-16 years, Colts 17-19 years,
Womens 17+ open grade, Premier Men 20+ open
grade. Further info contact club manager on
021 455 803.
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Dinghy stolen from Green Bay
It was early February when Wally
Martin made the familiar journey
down the rough driveway at the back
of Green Bay’s Pinesong Retirement
Village to the tiny bay where he has
kept his dinghy for many years.
A keen yachtie for most of his life,
Wally, who is now 83, sold his yacht
some time ago, retaining the dinghy
for his regular fishing trips on the
Manukau. On this occasion, much
to his surprise, the little boat was
not there.

Wally showing where dinghy was.

The dinghy had been secured to a
sturdy pohutukawa root by two chains,
and well-camouflaged under a tarpaulin.
It has been in this position for eight years,
and was practically invisible from the
shoreline, hidden as it was behind dense
pohutukawa foliage.
Wally, who worked in boat building
at Unitech before retirement, built
the white 9ft dinghy in about 2005. It
was based on an American-designed
‘Nutcracker’ model, which Wally had
modified slightly. He had also made a

distinctive set of large oars out of Oregon
wood, which were permanently secured
to the boat by chains.
The boat has a set of clip-down wheels
on the back, and a small wheel on the
keel at the front. The name “Lady J” is
in plywood on the transom (back) of the
boat. It was valued at about $500.
Any sightings or information can
be reported to Warren Strand at the
New Lynn Police Station email:
warren.strand@police.govt.nz, quoting
file number 210205/4232.

Green Bay dinghy site.

Auto SUPER SHOPPE Hillsborough | 09 626 2026
Repairs, WOFs, Tyres
Classic car & bike
specialist
Auto Electrical

Peter Scherf

421 Hillsborough Rd

www.autosupershoppes.co.nz
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Monarchs thrive in cemetery

By Jacqui Knight

In 2014 an initiative of the Moths and Butterflies of NZ Trust was the beautification of Hillsborough Cemetery. With the support
of the Puketapapa Local Board, the Friends of Hillsborough Cemetery planted many swan plants and colourful flowering plants for
nectar. Unfortunately, over the past seven years wasps have devastated the caterpillars. However, this season the cemetery has been
alive with monarchs which have pupated on many of the tombstones adding a touch of colour and beauty.
Images: June Walters.

MOVIE REVIEWS

by Geoff Horne

Motherless Brooklyn Movie Review #4955
Set in 50s New York, this Neon-streamed
gumshoe tale based on a novel by
Jonathan Lethem has Edward Norton
as a private eye investigating the murder
of his friend, mentor, and boss.
Drawing from Bogart’s Marlowe
with its ongoing commentary and with
lotsa private dicks, hoods and dames
encountered along the way, it’s an
intriguing unravelling of power and
corruption at a civic level, with a few
surprises thrown in for luck.
Norton wrote, directed, and starred
and has brought in heavyweights Bruce
Willis, Alec Baldwin and Willem Dafoe
for main support, the latter particular
penetrating as a bit of a crazed genius.

But the real spinner is that Norton’s man
suffers with Tourette’s and his frustration
at not being in control of his condition
adds to the complexity of his character.
Cinematography is great with lotsa
cool cars with fins, yet provides a sense
of despair around the city that never
sleeps. A few twists and turns keep us
guessing as to what’s really going on
until towards the end, backed by an
awesome soundtrack of stylish jazz, all
set against subtle undertones of racism
in a pre-integrated America. Longish at
2:20hrs but not drawn out, with a fine
performance from Norton as the main
man.
Well worth a look, 8/10.
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Relay For Life – Shane Callaghan
Shane Callaghan doesn’t like to miss
Relay For Life, the event that sees teams
keep a baton going for 14 hours to raise
funds for Cancer Society.
This will be the third year in a row Shane,
who was diagnosed with stage 4 melanoma
in 2017, will take to the Relay track in his
jandals and walk the entire 14 hours.
This year, Shane will have the added boost
of knowing the melanoma that had spread
to 11 parts of his body is now in remission,
thanks to the cancer drug Keytruda.
“My oncologist said my situation
was really bad but there was hope with
Keytruda,” says the 56-year-old, who was
initially given a 15% chance of survival.
‘Hope’ is one of the key themes of Relay
For Life, and Shane says he has always
stayed optimistic. “My attitude is never
give up. After the fight, comes the reward.”
Shane calls himself the ‘Melahomie Jandal
Strutter’ – ‘melahomie being the name of a
global melanoma group he belongs to, and
jandals his footwear of choice year-round.

“The first year I made the mistake of
wearing new jandals for the walk. I blew
through two pairs, my toe swelled up and
I got terrible blisters. This time I have
several pairs that I’ve been ‘wearing in’ so
it won’t hurt as much.”
Covid-19 forced the cancellation of
all Auckland Relay For Life events in
2020, so Shane took on the challenge
on his own, walking 96 laps over
two days.
“I know there are people with cancer
suffering more than me, and that’s why I
want to help.”
This year there will be two Auckland
Relays – on March 13 at AUT
Millennium Stadium, and March 27 at
Lovelock Track in Mount Roskill.
The funds raised by Relay for Life will
help provide core services, including
accommodation, nursing and psychology
support for people with cancer.
This year, Cancer Society will offer a virtual
Relay experience in the event of lockdown.

Shane Callaghan

For more information go to
www.relayforlife.org.nz

100% of profits go back
into west auckland
shop.thetrusts.co.nz

Police/Plunket Car Seat Initiative

Vision West x Fair Food

Ranui Primary School, MDM 2
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Sponsored content

Inspiration for local gardeners at
Central Landscapes Avondale
With gardening and DIY projects
becoming a key activity for kiwi
homeowners, father and son team
Tony and Jarrod Marwood of Central
Landscapes in Rosebank Rd Avondale
have been busy improving the shop
area and displaying their landscaping
products creatively.
“When I took over this yard twelve
years ago designing your outdoor space
was becoming important, but now it
is an integral part of the look of our
customers’ homes”, says Tony. “When we
created the larger shop area, Jarrod and I
realised that what most people wanted to
see was what could be achieved using our
products, so we’ve paved, pebbled and
built displays around our shop to provide
some inspiration.”

Jarrod says, “We’re put a glasshouse
near to the shop area and built
Trustwood sleeper raised beds for our
vegetables. People are always in there,
checking what to grow, seeing how
the Garden Mix is working, generally
interested in how to get the best out of
their raised beds. Outside the shop the
wooden sleepers have also been used
for a striking vertical wall in a paved
courtyard, and gabion rocks have been
set in metal baskets to create a bar leaner
and bench. Around the corner we’ve
laid ground stabilising Jakmat and filled
them with our most popular pebbles so
people can see them in place.
Inside the shop is filled with all the
necessaries for great lawns, fertilisers,
paving accessories, and organic products,

plus a very popular Information Station,
where customers can take away advice
sheets and product brochures. One
feature that really assists customers are
pots displaying the mulch and decorative
pebble range by the shop entrance.
Avondale Central Landscapes is open
seven days, including Easter (closed Good
Friday only), so come and visit the friendly
team and get great landscaping advice.
Central Landscapes Supplies
419 Rosebank Road, Avondale
Phone 09 828 5533
www.facebook.com/CLSAvondale
centrallandscapes.co.nz/pages/
avondale-central-landscapes

Tony and Jarrod Marwood.

Trustwood sleeper raised beds for our vegetables.

Pots
displaying workshop.
mulch and decorative pebble range.
Composting

Wooden sleepers used in a striking vertical wall, and gabion baskets create
Food waste workshop.
bar leaner and bench.
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Central’s Tips

March 2021

Autumn’s coming and it’s time to start preparing the garden for the cooler months
ahead. Condition the soil ahead of new planting, save seeds of summer crops and
place straw under ripening pumpkins.

In the Edible Garden

The rest of the Garden

• Getting ready for autumn food growing:
check the soil which may be depleted after
summer crops have finished: dig through
compost and sheep pellets or top up with
more Garden Mix

• Trees such as luculias, albizzias and hardy

• Tomatoes on tap now. If heritage varieties (oldfashioned types that haven’t been hybridised)
have been planted, you can begin to dry and
save seed for next year

lagerstroemias flower from summer to
autumn and provide extra interest and colour
to the garden

• New seasons bulbs are available now, so

choose from a range of tulips, daffodils and
hyacinths to plant ahead

• NZ native plants naturally tend to grow

through summer, so check out the quality
selection at garden centres and nurseries.
Many NZ grasses have some interesting
tones and work well with autumn colours.
Get interesting textures and shapes with the
very under-rated Muehlenbeckia

• Plants that grow better as the summer heat
lessens: parsley, spinach and coriander

• Citrus trees are known as gross feeders so

lightly fork compost around them and continue
fertilising through the autumn months. Check
for scale. It can be controlled with spraying oil

• Place straw beneath pumpkins as they ripen.

• Trim hedges and topiary plants to a crisp

This avoids contact with increasingly damp soil
that can cause them to rot

shape to give the garden structure through the
winter months. Liquid feed and add mulch.

We’re open at Easter.
EASTER WEEKEND HOURS:
Closed Good Friday. Open Saturday, Easter Sunday and Easter Monday.
(Sunday hours apply on Monday).

Central Landscape Supplies Avondale

Open 7 days • 09 828 5533
419 Rosebank Rd, Avondale, Auckland
avondale@centrallandscapes.co.nz

www.centrallandscapes.co.nz
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Blockhouse Bay Gardening Club
By Tony Coppard – Roving Reporter for Blockhouse Bay Community Centre
It was, “Good afternoon and welcome!”
as I stepped to the entry desk to retrieve
my name tag.
As I turned, a sea of some seventy
keen gardening ladies and one solitary
man filled the hall, along with a trading
table and displays of prize-quality flowers
and vegetables. As one of just two male
gardeners in the mix, I was somewhat
outnumbered by the green fingered ladies!
The meeting was soon underway, along
with the judging process. “Oohs and
aahs”, and “What’s the name of that?!”
could be heard from various parts of the
hall as a bloom was held high; it was a gas!
After this period of excitement, a pause
was announced for afternoon tea, which
has often been described as “the best
afternoon tea in Auckland”. A snippet was
whispered to me about the president, Jan,
a talented lady with her own bakery.
After this high tea interlude, it was “on

with the show”. Special guest
Debby of Greenview Park
Village gave a demonstration
of her use of broken pots
which she combined with
small plants and ground
covers, assembling them on
a workbench with potting
mix, slow-release fertiliser,
and artistic flair. Afterwards,
members moved closer to
inspect Debby’s arrangements.
The Blockhouse Bay
Garden Club meets on the
1st Tuesday of the month
at the Blockhouse Bay
Community Centre. For
further information please
contact the President Jan
smith ph 629 3552 or Vice
President Gloria Waring
phone 626 6688.

Straight Talk

The lovely gardens outside the community centre are beautifully
maintained by Jocelyn Price from the Blockhouse Bay Gardening
Club. Photo: Anne Rodgers.

by Stephen Taylor

www.relationshipmatters.org.nz

Your intent is in your delivery
The effect of tone of voice in a relationship
There was a poster that used to hang up
on my office wall that read:
“90% of the friction of life is caused by
the wrong tone of voice”.
It was amusing when new client couples
would glance over at the poster, and almost
simultaneously say to each other “That’s
you”. The less subtle would just look at
their partner, point to the poster, do “the
eye” thing (you know the one I mean),
then sit back in their chair, arms folded,
looking both triumphant and validated.
I hadn’t yet said a word.
According to a 2015 study that examined
hundreds of conversations from over 100
couples during marriage therapy sessions, tone
of voice was a key indicator of relationship
success. What the researchers affirmed was
that communication is not just about what
you say, but how you say it, including pitch,
pace, volume, timbre, and timing.

Pitch A low pitch can make you seem
more authoritative and serious, even if
what you’re actually saying isn’t profound.
Consequently, your tone of voice can have
the opposite effect. If you’re constantly
at a high pitch, others might assume
you’re unsure about what you’re trying
to convey. This can lead to a sense of
untrustworthiness that can make it harder
to get what you want.
Pace When you slow down, you can
help your partner understand what you
are saying, and they will be better able
to absorb your message. Going too slow,
however, can be construed as demeaning
and offensive. Pausing, before speaking,
really does help.
Volume Yelling at your partner will just
backfire at you, either causing them to
yell back or retreat from the conversation
entirely. Instead of raising your voice, if

you want to emphasize something, try
slowing the pace of your words.
Timbre This is the emotion in your
voice - the attitude you bring to what you
say. Your partner will use this to build their
understanding of what you are saying.
Emotionally charged words set you apart.
Shift your mindset to your heart and let
your message shine through your words.
Timing Sometimes, it just isn’t the right
time to talk. For example, just before the
kids head off to school; when you’re at the
in-laws; and 1.47am. However, NEVER
talking about an issue that needs to be
resolved isn’t helpful either. Couples that
do this have to keep going out and buying
bigger carpets to sweep things under.
Emails and texts communicate tone
as well. It’s better to pause and consider,
rather than send and regret.

www.bhb.nz | March 2021 • 21

How healthy is the Whau River?
Have you ever wondered about the
health of the Whau River? The health of
the river can be measured in more ways
than one. One methods is sampling
the muddy/sandy shoreline of the river
doing a Marine Metre Squared sampling
technique. This consists of counting
and identifying certain species that live
within this habitat. It may sound hard,
but it is not. Actually, it’s a lot of fun!
Anyone can participate. You don’t even
need to know anything about muddy/
sandy shore wildlife. Just come along with
a sense of interest, and a willingness to
find out what lives within the Whau. We
can help with everything else.
Your participation will assist us to
determine how healthy the river is. To
gauge the health of the estuaries and
beaches we need to assess what species live
there. The more different kinds of species
we can find, the healthier the ecosystem is.

We are running this event in
conjunction with “Sea week” from
Saturday 6th to Sunday 14th March. The
theme is “Connecting with Our Seas”. If
you have an interest in supporting our

By Justine Newnham

rivers and sea, why not come along and
participate in our event?
Due to the tides the chosen date and
time is Sunday March the 7th, 9am at the
top of the Rosebank peninsula.

Events Coming up at the Whau River Catchment Trust
Activity

Date

Time Venue

Sea Week – Marine Metre
Sunday March 7th
Squared – looking for the
Whau river plants and animals

9am

Park at the Rosebank Domain
speedway.

Walk and photograph plants
and insects

March 20th

9am

Start at Sister Rene Shadbolt
Park, Craigavon Park, Green Bay
Beach, Blockhouse Bay Beach,
Gittos Domain and return to
Sister Rene Shadbolt Park

Whau River Restoration

March 25th

TBC

TBC

Stream water monitoring

March 28th

10am

Blockhouse Bay Recreation
Reserve stream

Whau River Restoration

April 8th

TBC

TBC

Stream water monitoring

Saturday April 10th 10am

Margaret Griffen Park Stream

Walk and litter pick along the
Whau River.

Sunday April 18th

9am

Start at Riverside Reserve,
walk along a board walk to
Ken Maunder Park, Carry on
to New Lynn. Then catch bus
back to the Riversdale Reserve

City challenge – use
iNaturalist to photograph
wildlife within the city

May 1st

10am

Blockhouse Bay Recreation
Reserve

If you are interested or want to know more details please contact Justine by email:
justine@whauriver.org.nz or text on 021 627 864 or call 09 627 3372.

Whau River.

EVEREST FINANCIAL SERVICES
Turn your DREAMS into REALITY

Dr Nitin Raniga Orthodontist
BDS (Otago), DclinDent (Otago),
MOrth RSCEd, MRACDS (Orth)

6 Exminster Street, Blockhouse Bay
Ph: 09 627 3555

nitin@aucklandortho.co.nz
www.aucklandortho.co.nz

• Home loans
• Business loans
• Personal risk
insurance
• Asset and car
finance
• No obligation
discussion
CONTACT:
Prateek Malhotra
09 215 6912 | Mobile: 021 424 119
info@everesthomeloans.co.nz
557 Blockhouse Bay Road,
Blockhouse Bay
www.everesthomeloans.co.nz
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“WE LOVE THIS VILLAGE”
There has been a steady stream
of new residents at Murray
Halberg Retirement Village since
the big lockdowns last year,
something Sales Advisors Lucy
Caldwell and Taryn Eagle put
down to the strong feeling of
community that the village offers.
With the village being so new,
the residents can set the tone
according to their interests.
“We’re still evolving, so if you
move in and you’re passionate
about ballroom dancing, you can
start a club,” says Lucy.
One resident is an avid Lego
collector and every month puts
his latest model out on display.
The recent family fun day held in
the village saw dozens of children
running up the stairs to see his
latest creation on display, says
Taryn. “It’s so nice!”
The happy atmosphere can often
be seen in the popular village café
especially when families come
into visit at weekends.
“It’s just one of the many
things we love about this village,”
says Lucy.
The brand new Moller block
recently opened and has some
fabulous apartments on offer.
With a choice of sensational sea
views, native bush, the Sky Tower
or the village’s beautiful gardens,
there’s something for everyone.
“That’s probably the hardest
part - which apartment to choose!”
says Taryn who like Lucy is
expecting a lot more interest now
that people can actually view
what’s available.
The way Auckland’s property
market has skyrocketed in the
past year has just added to that
‘time is right’ feeling for moving
into the village.
Says Taryn: “One of my residents
bought off the plans 18 months
ago and when it came time to sell
her house she got hundreds of
thousands more than she thought
she would.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Lucy and Taryn can’t wait to welcome you
to Ryman’s Murray Halberg village
The best thing is though, the
prices at Murray Halberg have
stayed the same as they were 12
months ago.
Lucy nods: “The thing I love
about selling these apartments
is the prices are so good for the
current market.
“These were priced early last
year and because we haven’t
moved in line with the housing
market - our pricing is due to be
reviewed in April - people are
getting exceptional value here.”
With pricing due to be reviewed
in April, signing up by 31 March
can ensure new residents lock in
2020 prices.
“The terms are so good, you just
put a small deposit down now to
secure your new home and then
you’ve got six months to sell your
property and settle,” says Lucy.
“In reality it will probably take
only two months to sell in this
market and all that extra capital
can be put towards enjoying
your retirement years instead!”
adds Taryn.
The pair have noticed a
particular surge among serviced
apartment residents.
“The
lockdown
really
emphasised that feeling of
isolation and loneliness,” says
Taryn, who’s worked for Ryman

Healthcare for over five years.
“For some, their families had
been supporting them a bit more
than they realised and they
decided they wanted that bit
of extra assistance that the
village offers.”
Taryn and Lucy say while
the lockdown was of course
restrictive, Ryman provided a safe
haven for staff and residents.
From
delivering
essential
groceries, to Happy Hour in a bag,
everything was taken care of.
The staff had a lot of fun with
residents, who later gathered to
put on a morning tea for the team
to say thank you.
“That was such a wonderful
gesture, it’s just a lovely, happy
community – who wouldn’t want
to be part of it?!” says Lucy. The
final two top floors of serviced
apartments are now available
for viewing. With floor to ceiling
windows for enjoying those
magnificent views, it’s a case of
‘get in quick’!
Says Taryn: “There’s nothing I
enjoy more than welcoming new
residents and then seeing them so
happy and settled, and enjoying
life at Murray Halberg.”
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NT

BEAT THE PRICE INCREASE
In a surging property market, our prices are
fixed until April. Sign up by 31 March, and enjoy
2020 prices for your new home.

$1,010,000

Luxury & leisure
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Harbour a new beginning
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SA753

This luxurious three-bedroom apartment
provides stunning views of native bush, a
peep of the sea and views across Auckland.
It features two fabulous bathrooms and a
walk-in wardrobe plus an open plan kitchen
and living area with plenty of space for
entertaining friends and family. Threebedrooms, two bathrooms and a fantastic
view - perfect for enjoying your leisure time
in luxury!

1

1

53m2

In this spacious one-bedroom serviced
apartment with floor to ceiling windows,
you’ll experience uninterrupted views of the
marvellous Manukau Harbour. Bask on the
balcony while also enjoying the greenery
and scenery of native New Zealand bush.
You’ll wonder why you hadn’t shifted earlier
with fresh towels delivered, a warm chefmade meal everyday and being part of a
vibrant community.

Images are indicative

Call Lucy or Taryn now for more details and
to view our impressive and homely village.

MURRAY HALBERG RETIREMENT VILLAGE
11 Commodore Drive, Lynfield, 627 2727
rymanhealthcare.co.nz
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Unprecedented result for local Sea Scouts
Auckland Anniversary Day Regatta
The Auckland Anniversary Day Regatta
(once the world’s largest one day sailing
regatta) ended up being a bit of a drift
with the tide in 2020 as the fickle winds
eventually died away to nothing; and
out came the oars.
With the memory of lock downs slowly
receding the local Sea Scout groups were
keenly looking forward to the 2021 event
and a bit more wind. The forecast was for
a fine summer’s day, but the wind outlook
was indicating a repeat of 2020. Not
daunted by this, the New Lynn, Owairaka
and Western Bays Sea Scout groups duly
turned up to Narrow Neck Beach ready
for a day of fun, regardless of whether the
wind would play ball.
As the boats were rigged ready for sailing,

the oars were left in as crews slowly resigned
themselves that rowing may again feature.
The plan this time to test some seamanship
by using oars while under sail looked like
the likely course of action.
But then around 1100hrs there was a
sniff of the wind so the boats were quickly
launched for a short race with a beach start;
out around some marker buoys and a finish
back on the beach with a short sprint up
the beach to the finish line. It was initially
a test of light wind sailing, being patient
and picking the puffs of sea breeze. But as
the first race proceeded the wind strength
gradually built, so on completion of the
race a second was immediately sailed. A
lunch break ensued as the crews watched
the keelers in the passage race off Rangitoto.

L-R Taane on the helm of one of New Lynns’s cutters. The crew
enjoying the fine weather. Photo: Mark Rhynd

A slight wind shift over lunch and the best
wind of the day arrived in time for a third
race, before the day ended as it started –
with the wind gone.
It was an unprecedented result on
the water for New Lynn, gaining first,
second and third places with both line and
handicap honours for the cutter class, along
with the top three places in the smaller
Sunburst class. Western Bays gained a 4th
overall in the cutter class while Owairaka
gained 8th and 13th placings.
Summer is an ideal time to join your
local Sea Scout Group, catering for
boys and girls aged 6–19 years. Contact
Andrew on 027 6939 756 or see newlynn.
seascouts.org.nz for more information
about the New Lynn Group.

The final leg, the race back to the finish line on Narrow Neck Beach for the fleet.
Photo: Mark Rhynd

Waitangi Day - First night back on the water for 2021 for the New Lynn Cubs. With around 40 Cubs
(aged 8-10years) assisted by the senior scouts it made for an energising evening. Photo: Andrea Martin.

Josefine, one of New Lynn’s Senior youth members is
at the helm of their RHIB, taking new cubs for an
explore along the river edge of the Whau, a place New
Lynn Sea Scouts have been boating since the 1950s.
Photo: Andrea Martin.

