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Editorial

Learning the Language of Love
I quite like Mother’s Day. It’s grown on me.
But for many years I dreaded celebrations
like Christmas, birthdays, and Mother’s
Day, which are traditionally celebrated by
the giving of gifts. But I suck at finding
gifts for people and I feel anxious about
receiving gifts and trying to pretend
that I like them. Over the years I have
downplayed and avoided celebrations,
often being “away” on my birthday, and
our family Christmas tradition no longer
involves shopping and swapping gifts.
But that was before I understood what
my Love Languaages are. If you have
never heard of this concept, check out
our Mother’s Day feature on pages 1617 where I explain the 5 Love Languages
and how they can transform relationships.
Not just couples, but parents, siblings, and
children as well.
“Receiving Gifts” is one of the Love
Languages and it’s #5 on my list of 5. No
surprises there. What really floats my boat is
“Acts of Service” (40%) and “Quality Time”
(30%). “Words of Affirmation” (20%) is
also up there. This means that I feel loved
when someone does something for me,
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Kerrie Subritzky, Editor & Advertising
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like when John installed a new
set of shelves in my office, and
when my son Zane called me on
my birthday and told me how
much he appreciated me and
why. Brings tears to my eyes just
thinking about it.
So, Mother’s Day in our house
is usually celebrated by a lovely
combo of togetherness with my
mum Raewyn and my daughters Kerrie and her mum Raewyn on their “50 Ways to Kill
Betsy and Ruby. And sometimes Your Mammy” road trip, Dec 2017, which involved lots of
my sister Sharyn as well. This all- shenanigans. “Quality Time” box ticked!
female outing ticks the my Acts of Service
if what the partner really want is lots of
box (someone else has prepared the food)
affectionate touching. Likewise, that partner
and the Quality Time box where we are might miss the love cues that are being sent in
all enjoying each other’s company, and the little acts of service being done for them.
laughing at shared memories.
How sad. Two people love each other dearly,
Understanding
loved-ones’
Love but are blind to each other’s cues.
Languages also helps us to be mindful of how
We need to learn to express our love
to express love to them. For instance, I need in ways that reach the one we love in the
to be especially mindful of Betsy’s primary way they receive it, instead of our own. It’s
Love Languages - “Physical Touch” and “Gift incredibly transformative. Imagine how
Giving” – which are my bottom two. This relationships might change if our loved ones
girl loves hugs and cuddles. One Christmas really felt our love because we learned how
her gift to me was a stack of vouchers labelled: to express it in their language!
“Free Hug From Betsy”. The clever girl had
While researching for the Mother’s Day
managed to use her incredible gift-giving article I found a really useful resource: a
skills to figure out how to get more of what quiz section on the 5lovelanguages.com
she really needed – hugs. It’s not that I don’t website. So, my next project is getting my
want to show affection in this way, it’s just family to do the quiz and have the results
that it’s not what I need, so I forget.
emailed back to me. I will then compile
How many of us have empty love tanks them and share with the family so we can all
because they don’t understand the delivery? understand one another’s Love Languages.
An Acts of Service person loving their partner Let’s learn to fill each other’s love tanks! It’s a
by doing things for them can miss the mark win-win all round.
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Avondale College awarded at Polyfest 2021
There was a real sense of joy at the
annual four-day Polyfest event in April
as thousands of students and their
families and supporters came together
at the Manukau Sports Bowl to celebrate
culture through performance. The joy
was especially apparent given that world’s
biggest schools’ Pacific dance festival had
been cancelled twice previously - in 2019
due to the Christchurch terror attacks,
and in 2020 because of the Covid-19
pandemic.
Avondale College brought ten groups
to the Cultural and Diversity stages of
Polyfest this year: Thai, Japanese, African,
Korean, Sri Lankan, Indian, Cook Island,

Niuean, Tongan and Samoan. The groups
had been practising tirelessly in the weeks
leading up to the event, and their efforts
were rewarded with a number of awards.

Results:
• 
Samoan Group: placed first on the
Samoan Stage, successfully defending
their 2018 title.
• 
Tongan Group: first in both the
Lakalaka and the Sōkē categories
• 
Niuean Group: first in Lologo Tapu
Tuai and third in Takalo
• African Fusion group: third in ‘Fusion’
category and second in the African
Continent category.

• D
 elores Lesatele won the award for best
Taupou on the Samoan stage
• Matelita Taumoefolau placed second in
the Y11 Tongan speech results.
“Over the past eight weeks, our ten
groups have worked incredibly hard with
their teachers, tutors, student leaders and
families to prepare for the Polyfest event.
We are incredibly proud of all of our groups!
They put a huge amount of effort into their
performance pieces, and the teamwork,
dedication and drive for excellence has been
impressive. Avondale College’s HEART
values have been on display every day, and
not least during the competition itself.” Lyndy Watkinson, Principal

Tongan Group: 1st Place Lakalaka and 1st Place Soke
Delores Lesatele, winner of the award for best
Taupou on the Samoan Stage

T: 09 826 3937
M: 027 404 0129
19 Cutler Street, New Lynn, Auckland.
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CA, CPP, MBA, BCom.

reggis.ca@gmail.com
www.bizaide.co.nz
Samoan Group: Overall winners of the Samoan Co-ed Stage

Tax returns - Income Tax, GST, FBT.
Accounting - Cost & Management.
Business Advisory Services.
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Chair steps down after long service
by Tony Coppard
The Community Centre at Blockhouse
Bay has been strengthened under the
talented and energetic leadership of Sara
Watson, who has now stepped down
from both the committee and chairing
role. She has served on the committee
for a decade, first as Secretary, then for
six years as Chair. Her replacement is
yet to be appointed.
Sara has been a driving force behind
many improvements, including the
beautification of the outdoor seating area
and a new mural. The smaller conference
rooms have been upgraded, making them
more attractive venues to hire at reasonable
rates. The Centre’s online presence has
also been boosted.
The community centre is a communityled organisation that has a contract/ license
to manage with Auckland Council the day-

to-day hire, events and groups that use it.
They also manage the historic Armanasco
house in the middle of the village. Sara was
instrumental in updating a very outdated
constitution. She has also been encouraging
more people to join the committee.
Sara tells me that she has been involved
with various tree disputes. She is
passionate about our environment and is
willing to front up and do the hard work
to save trees. She is also concerned about
the overuse of weed sprays dangerous in
our parks.
Describing herself as an advocate rather
than an activist Sara is hoping to succeed
in the next local board election. She sees
that as an opportunity to contribute using
her governance skills and creative thinking
to guide better decisions for our local
Whau area. We wish her every success.

Sara Watson

Blockhouse Bay Playcentre: Learning
through Exploration
by Tara Colley, Blockhouse Bay Playcentre

As a Playcentre with many babies and
toddlers, we have challenged ourselves
to spend one session per week outside,
exploring our natural environment. We
wanted these sessions to be focussed
on learning through mana aotūroa –
exploration – a cornerstone of what we
do at Playcentre.
Our current enrolment reflects the
cultural diversity of Auckland and many
of our members are new to the Whau area.
This made our outdoor sessions a fantastic
opportunity for parents and tamariki to
learn alongside each other!
We were delighted to be awarded a
grant of $1000 from the Whau Local
Board to support and enhance our new
outdoor sessions! This has enabled us to
equip ourselves with some invaluable
resources, like our sunshade that protects
us from all the elements and provides a
shelter for those who are nursing their
babies, ropes and pulleys for tamariki to
construct their own cubbies amongst the
trees, and a trolley we can haul behind us

as we embark on our intrepid adventures!
Our library is freshly stocked with books
about insects, sea life, plants, and birds,
and our tamariki have been kitted out
with high-vis vests to ensure we stay safe
in the great outdoors.
This term we have risen to the exciting
challenge of outdoor sessions with our
little ones and are well on our way to
becoming strong kaitiaki of our Whau
area. Tamariki are increasingly bold in
their now-familiar natural environment
and are showing great care for the creatures
and native flora that dwell there.

As colder weather approaches, we can’t
wait to embrace the philosophy that
“there’s no bad weather, only bad clothes”
and continue to learn and grow as a
Playcentre.
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Yes, blokes can dance!
You really can’t judge a book by its
cover - things are not always what they
seem, and our presumptions can lead to
missed opportunities and experiences.
Take for instance Colin, Cameron and
Mark. They are all regular, easy-going Kiwi
blokes; Kev’s a builder, Colin’s a cabinet
maker, Cameron’s in finance, and Mark is an
electrician. At first glance at these guys you’d
never guess they all have a common thread:
They’re all really good dancers – modern jive
dancers to be precise. Effortlessly leading a
lady on the dancefloor, with masculine style
and charm.
While many girls at some point learn
some form of dance, most Kiwi blokes
don’t. But if you watch these guys on
the dancefloor, you’d think they’ve been
dancing forever.
Colin, Cameron and Mark all dance
at Move Blockhouse Bay. Like everyone,
they learned the basics in beginner classes,

taught with clear instructions around
footwork and hand-holds. Mistakes are all
part of the fun, and no one actually has two
left feet. Confidence grows as everything
gradually becomes more familiar.
And Move Blockhouse Bay? You’ll find
men and women at different levels of
competence and experience who share a
common passion - they just love to dance.
The great thing about modern jive is that
it can be adapted to most music you enjoy.
Colin (yes, Colin the cabinet maker) and
Hannah are the owners and lead Instructors
at Move. They have created a friendly,
relaxed, classy culture where everyone feels
accepted. And can they throw a dance
party!! So, if you’re a closet John Travolta,
or just wanting to enjoy the challenge of
something new, come and try a class or two.
Move is in Blockhouse Bay on Wednesday
nights, beginners at 7pm. Your first lesson’s
free so what have you got to lose?

Colin and Hannah, Move Dance Co.

Move Dance Co. class at Blockhouse Bay

Shop
New Lynn

Shop in the New Lynn Business Association Area during the weekend of
Mother’s Day 7th, 8th, 9th of May and you may be the recipient of a $10 voucher*

$2500 to be given away
for Mother’s Day!

NEW LYNN BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

*For terms & conditions go to www.newlynnbusinessassociation.net.nz

PO BOX 15456, New Lynn, Auckland 0640
email newlynnbid@gmail.com
www.newlynnbusinessassociation.net.nz

WANT TO KNOW MORE
facebook.com/
newlynnbusinessassociation
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Blockhouse Bay Primary School Centenary: 1920-2020
By Neil Robinson, Blockhouse Bay Primary School Principal
Laughter, rekindled friendships,
fond memories, and wonderful
performances
by
current
students were at the centre of the
celebrations at Blockhouse Bay
Primary School over the 9th and
10th of April. The occasion was
scheduled to take place in March
of last year but was postponed due
to the first lockdown.
Despite a damp few hours, past
students, staff, and community
members gathered together to revisit
the school and discover all the changes
which have taken place over the years.
Guests included many past students and
staff, including previous principal John
Davies, and others who attended school
from the 1930’s through to those who
left very recently. Many others sent their
greetings and congratulations.
Highlights included a chance to see
current students at work in modern

classrooms, tour the renovated historic
school building ‘Te Manawa’ and peruse
photographs and artifacts from across the
years, culminating with a relaxed evening
chatting at the Mix and Mingle party and
enjoying the official ceremony on Saturday.
On Friday a dance festival took place
across four stages and all current students
took part. Cheers could be heard in
Blockhouse Bay Village as the children
entertained the crowds, and all enjoyed

gathering as a community to have
fun and remember those who have
contributed to the school previously.
Members of the Blockhouse Bay
community worked together with
Principal Neil Robinson and other
school staff to organise and run the
centennial successfully. The Whau
Local Board also contributed funds
to support the centennial to take
place.
An enduring reminder of the
centenary is the art installation ‘Ngā
manu ki te whau’ which was created by
students and staff at the school. Ten tui, one
for each decade of the school’s existence,
now soar on the side of ‘Te Whau’ the
school’s Performing Arts Centre. The tui
remind us of the school’s vision ‘We seek,
We strive and We soar’. It is the hope
that all students, current and future will
soar high just as previous generations of
Blockhouse Bay students have.

100% of profits go back
into west auckland
shop.thetrusts.co.nz

Police/Plunket Car Seat Initiative

Vision West x Fair Food

Ranui Primary School, MDM 2
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OUR PEOPLE: TOPSY MASEFIELD

Upon reaching her 100 year milestone
On the day Topsy Masefield turned 100
she celebrated by doing her usual Friday
activity – a workout with her Gold Fit
class buddies at Lynfield YMCA. She
was unaware however, of plans afoot to
celebrate in style.
After her workout she went to join the
others for the usual morning tea in the
adjacent room, only to be greeted by a
surprise birthday party including Gold Fit
buddies and YMCA staff. A quiz about the
year she was born (1921), gifts, flowers, a
beautiful cake and, of course, a birthday
message from Her Majesty, Queen
Elizabeth II. Topsy was both embarrassed
and delighted by all the fuss but managed
to speak a few words of appreciation.
Topsy, whose real name is Sarah, was
born in Wales in the village of Llandloes,
Powys, and was brought up in a cottage
that was situated above the local lead
mines. On still nights the miners could
sometimes be heard in the shafts below.
Before beginning her nursing career
at the Oldchurch Hospital in Romford,
Essex, Topsy was thrown in the deep
end when her sister went into labour.
Consequently, she had the privilege of
seeing her niece Margaret enter the world.
82 years later, that same niece had the
privilege of celebrating Topsy’s centenary
with her, having been ‘stranded’ in New
Zealand during a visit due to Covid-19
and unable yet to return to the UK.
Topsy trained first in general nursing,
then as a midwife and also at the Ilford
Isolation Hospital for infectious diseases.
During wartime she was walking across a
compound with a handful of other nurses
when suddenly they had to run for their

Topsy with message from Queen Elizabeth II

100 birthday cake

lives as the area was strafed with bullets
from an aerial attack.
As if that wasn’t enough adventure for
a lifetime, in 1948 Topsy sailed for New
Zealand and worked for two years at the
Alexandra Hospital in Wellington. She
married Don in 1950 and they had two
daughters, Kerrie and Glynne, and a son,
Gareth. Topsy also has four grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren, all of whom
are a source of immense pride to her. She is
regarded by them and their extended families
as Matriarch and they love her dearly. No
family party is complete without her!
Topsy enjoys dining at local cafes and
restaurants and is partial to an occasional
G&T or scotch. Her family attribute her
long life to her positive attitude and her
enjoyment of anything that comes her
way but, as Topsy herself says, “Take one
day at a time, and just keep breathing”.

L-R Margaret, Glynne, Kerrie and Topsy (seated)

Auto SUPER SHOPPE Hillsborough | 09 626 2026
Repairs, WOFs, Tyres
Classic car & bike
specialist
Auto Electrical

Peter Scherf

421 Hillsborough Rd

www.autosupershoppes.co.nz
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It’s time to have your say
An upgraded town square and a new
library and community hub are a key
part of Auckland Council and Panuku
Development Auckland’s regeneration
of Avondale over the next 10 to 15 years.
Conversations with mana whenua,
stakeholders, business owners and the
Avondale community in recent years have
formed the basis for the draft design. Four
key themes emerged as a priority for the
facility and outdoor spaces - community
connection, creative uses, learning &
development, and community services.
These themes have been woven into the
draft design to offer:
• A new, integrated library and community
hub – a multi-purpose community facility
integrating library and community centre
services. The hub will have multiple
spaces flexibly designed to accommodate
and deliver a range of activities.
• Outside spaces – an enlarged and
refurbished town square fronting Great
North Road, an outdoor space fronting

Avondale Central Reserve and a
new laneway (beside the new
library and community hub
fronting Avondale Central
Reserve).
Architecture
and design studios
Athfield Architects
and Isthmus Group
have been working
side by side on an
integrated design for the
new buildings and outdoor
spaces since the end of last year.
Their draft design aims for a vibrant,
fun and active place that is functional on a
day-to-day basis, while also being flexible
to allow for a range of activities and events.
It’s a place to share, connect and meet,
hang out and play in the heart of Avondale.
Now it’s time for you to have your say
as we are keen to know your thoughts on
the draft design. There are many ways you
can provide feedback, both online and in

person, until May 17. We’ll then review all
feedback and feed this into a revised design
which will then be considered by the Whau
Local Board for approval.
You can submit feedback through
council’s akhaveyoursay.nz website, visit
Avondale Library or one of the drop-in
sessions listed below and in the What’s
Happening section on p12.

Have your say
Avondale town square, library
and community hub
We need your feedback
We’re excited to share with you a draft design for the new
Avondale town square, library and community hub. We
need your feedback on the designs to ensure it meets the
needs of the community.
Visit us online to give feedback at akhaveyoursay.co.nz, or come along to one of our
drop-in sessions:
7 May 2021, 3pm to 5pm, Avondale Library
9 May 2021, 10am to 2pm, Avondale Town Square
11 May 2021, 10am to 12pm, Avondale Library
15 May 2021, 10am to 2pm, Avondale Town Square
More information and to give feedback, go to akhaveyoursay.co.nz

Term 2 Activities
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Get involved, there’s something for everyone

MONDAYS
Blockhouse Bay Walking Group
8am
Senior X – Fit (65+)
9am
Brain Stimulation
10am
AA Meeting (Armanasco House)
10.30am – 11.30am
BHB Indoor Bowling
10am – 12noon
Tai Chi for Beginners 50’s+
10.30am
Sequence Dance
12pm – 3pm
Mahjong (Armanasco House)
12.30pm – 3.30pm
Free English Class – Also Fridays
1.15pm – 2.45pm
Kid’s Kung Fu
4.30pm – 6.30pm
JD’s Maths Tuition (each weekday)
5pm – 7pm
Hatha Yoga
5pm
Latin & Ballroom Dance (Adults & Children)
5.30pm – 8.30pm
Anuradha’s School of Indian Classical Dances
(Sun, Mon, Thurs)
6pm – 8pm

TUESDAYS
Cardio Fix for all Ages
Line Dancing
Armanasco House Open
Garden Club 1st Tuesday of Month
Lifewise Men’s Group
Housie
Taekwondo/Krav Maga – also Thursdays
Pilates
Piano Lessons (Armanasco House)

8.45am
10am
10am – 2pm
1pm – 3pm
1.30pm
6.30pm
6.30pm
6.30pm
6pm – 8pm

8.15am
9.30am
9.30am – 11.30am
10am – 12noon
12.30pm – 3pm
2.45pm – 3.45pm
2.45pm – 3.45pm
3.45pm – 4.45pm
4.30pm – 5.30pm
6pm
6pm – 7pm
7.30pm – 9pm
7pm – 9pm
8.30pm – 9.30pm

THURSDAYS
Cardio Fix for all Ages
Community Financial Hub

FRIDAYS
Probus 2nd Friday month
Yoga with Josie
English Class – Also Mondays
Children’s Latin & Ballroom Dance
JD’s Maths Tuition
AA Meeting (Armanasco House)

10am – 12noon
10.30am – 12noon
1.15pm – 2.45pm
3.30pm – 6pm
5pm
6.30pm

SATURDAYS

WEDNESDAYS
Blockhouse Bay Walking Group
Annie’s Active Achievers Exercise for 60’s
BHB Chinese Assoc
Embroidery
Rummikub & Five Hundred (Cards)
Free Help with Technology (ring to book in)
Free Conversational English Sessions
Childrens Ballroom & Latin Dance
Kids 4 Drama (Senior Class)
Iona Scouts, Cubs & Keas
Fitness Fusion
Desibeat – Bollywood Dance
Move Dance – Modern Jive beginners classes
Classical Indian Dance

AA Meeting (Armanasco House)
10.30am
Pilates
10.30am – 11.30am
Community Singers Blockhouse Bay
12.30pm
FREE Hearing Loss Clinic (fortnightly)
12.30pm – 4.30pm
Children’s Art Class
3.30pm – 5pm
JD’s Maths Tuition
5pm
Taekwondo/Krav Maga – also Tuesdays
6.30pm
Anuradha’s School of Indian Classical Dances
(Sun, Mon, Thurs)
6pm – 8pm
Desibeat Dance
8pm – 9pm

8.45am – 9.45am
10am – 12pm

Markets 2nd & last Saturday of Month
Piano Lessons (Armanasco House)
Muslim Women’s Karate
Bollywood Dance, 5-7yrs 11am-12noon,
Adults 12-1pm, 7-10yrs 1-2pm,
10-13yrs 2.30-3.30, 13-18yrs 3.30-4.30,
Comp Adults (Audition) 4.30-5.30

7am – 12 noon
8am – 1.30pm
9.30am – 11.30am

11am – 5.30pm

SUNDAYS
Yoga
8.45am – 9.45am
Antiques, Collectables & Crafts Fair ( Bi monthly) 9.30am – 2pm
Bilates
10am – 11am
Kollywood Dance
11am – 1pm
Indian Senior Citizens (1st Sunday of each month) 11am – 2pm
Fiji Indian Senior Citizens (2nd Sunday of each month) 11am – 2pm
Highland Dance
8.15am – 1.15pm
Anuradha’s School of Indian Classical Dances
(Sun, Mon, Thurs)
2.30pm – 3.30pm
Sahaja Meditation Yoga
5pm

NEXT HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 12-23 July /blockhousebaycentre.aimyplus.com
CHECK OUT OUR NEW ONLINE BOOKING SYSTEM TO HIRE A SPACE spacetoco.com/host/bhbcc

524 Blockhouse Bay Road Phone: 09 626 4980 www.blockhousebaycentre.co.nz
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WHAU LIBRARIES LINE-UP
Did you know…

Each of our libraries have their own page within the
Auckland Libraries website? Simply Google your library’s
name, eg “Avondale Library” to find your library’s page.
Once there you will see all the services and upcoming events
for that library.
Our libraries also have their own individual Facebook
pages as well. Make sure you follow them to stay up to date
with all their activities and notices.

Opening hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm;
Saturday 10am-4pm;
Sunday 12pm-4pm; (New Lynn 10am-4pm)

Check pages 13-14 for regular library events.

May

Whau Makerspace

Makerspaces are areas in our libraries where you can make
all sorts of things, like robots, apps, digital music and 3D
printing. Try something new and connect with people who
have similar interests. The Whau Makerspace rotates between
Avondale, Blockhouse Bay and New Lynn libraries.
Here’s the rotation for May:
• Avondale: Ultimaker 2
3D printer and laptop for
printing 3D designs
• BHB: Laptops for game
design, music-making, and
3D design.
• New Lynn: Robotic Cubelets
kits for making robots.

May is NZ Music Month. Check out the variety of activities our
libraries have for you and keep an eye on their Facebook page
for updates.
Chinese Pellet Drum Craft. Mon 31st
3:15-4:30pm. Come and learn to make a
double headed Chinese drum called a “Bo
Lang Gu” Make it and play it! Ages 5+

Other Activities

Avondale Library
93 Rosebank Road
facebook.com/avondalelib
For bookings email
avondalelibrary@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Lots of interesting events for adults and
kids, so come on in!

Music Month Makerspace Activities
Lego. Mon 3rd 3:15-4:30pm. Build and
Destroy at our monthly Lego session. Ages 5+
Band Poster Design. Mon 10th 3:304:30pm. Let your creative juices flow
as you design & create your own band
posters. Ages 10+
Makey Makey Instruments. Mon 17th
3:15-4:30pm. Come and try out our
Makey Makey instruments and see if you
have Rockstar potential. Ages 5+
Ukelele Session. Mon 24th 3:15–
4:30pm. We have a set of ukuleles here
ready for you to strum your heart out! All
skill levels welcome. Ages 5+

Diamond’s Coding with Electronics
Workshop. Join our skilled teacher
Diamond to get hands on experience
with coding and electronics. This is a
4-session course across four Sundays in
May: 9, 16, 23 & 30, 12-3pm. Children
must attend all four sessions. Sun Ages
10-16. Registrations essential.
Rotuman Language Week. Sun 9th– Sat
15th. Noa’ia! We’ll be sharing movies,
music and stories from the beautiful
island of Rotuma all week long. See our
Facebook page for more info.
Heritage talk with Lisa Truttman.
Sat 22nd 1-2pm. Join us for another
interesting talk by local historian, Lisa
Truttman as we look at the history of
Motumānawa, also known as Pollen
island.

Blockhouse Bay Library
578 Blockhouse Bay Road
facebook.com/blockhousebaylibrary
For bookings email blockhousebaylibrary
@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Blockhouse Bay Library has some great
events lined up for May. Come along
and join in the fun!
Sew a scent sachet for Mother’s Day.
Sat 1st 2-3pm. Use our sewing machine
to sew pretty scent sachets to give to your
mother for Mother’s Day. Free, all materials
provided.
Heritage talk with Lisa Truttman. Thur
13th 2-3pm. Canals and Politics: Naming
the Oldest Streets in Blockhouse Bay. Local
historian Lisa Truttman reveals a number
of roads have vanished, and the stories
behind the five surviving street names in
the neighbourhood.
Single Line Portrait workshop. Sun 18th
12.30-3.30pm. Try drawing a portrait with
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a single line, without lifting your hand
from the paper. You will then paint the
image onto a piece of recycled Perspex in
reverse. This workshop run by artist Ekarasa
Doblanovic covers drawing, painting, and
reverse glass painting techniques. Bookings
are required. For children aged 8-12 years.

Music Month
Sat 1st - Mon 31st Are you a musician?
Can you sing or play a musical
instrument? Would you like to perform at
Blockhouse Bay Library during NZ Music
Month? Talk to us about taking part in
Instrumental Excerpts! Conditions apply
and registrations are required.
Harp Performance/workshop. Sun
16th 2pm. Harpist and teacher Anna
Dunwoodie presents a mini harp ensemble
concert. Anna’s BHB harp studio students
will help demonstrate harping tips. Spaces
are limited so book early!
Glenavon Choir and Junior Singing
Club Showcase. Sat 22nd 11am-12pm.
The Glenavon Choir are an energetic group
passionate about singing, who perform
contemporary pieces. The junior singing
club will sing “Treat People with Kindness.”
These lovely children will be sure to make
you smile. No bookings required
Blockhouse Bay Primary School Choir.
Sat 29th 11am-12pm. Our local school
choir will delight you with a medley of
songs by New Zealand artists, in celebration
of NZ music month. No bookings required.

New Lynn War Memorial Library
3 Memorial Drive
facebook.com/NewLynnLibrary
For bookings, email
newlynn.library@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Music Month
New Lynn Library has many Music Month
events planned for May so keep an eye on
our Facebook page.
How Tuesdays. 4th, 11th, 18th and
25th, 4-5pm. Craft, design, create, and
try something new at How Tuesday. Term
time only. Ages 5+

Kids Knitting. Monday 3rd, 10th, 17th,
24th, and 31st May 3.30 – 4.30pm. Come
down to the library and learn to knit with
our expert knitters. For kids aged 8+.

Recommended reads
Music Month reads:
The Anzac Violin by Jennifer Beck.
The true story of Alexander Aitken and
the violin that travelled everywhere with
him during the First World War.
A Remarkable Ear by Anne Fine.
Everyone’s always telling Will to stop
making so much noise, until he meets
music teacher Mr Brand who teaches
Will to play the violin.
The Piano Recital by Akiko
Miyakoshi. Momo nervously waits
backstage for her first piano recital. Then
she meets a tiny mouse and together they
visit a magical mouse theatre.

Old MacDonald’s Farm by Donovan
Bixley. There are crazy animal antics
happening on this New Zealand farm
with Kiwiana to spot on every page.
Fishing for Stars This music CD by
Anna van Riel has loads of dynamic,
silly, and fun songs for kids as well
as introductory Te Reo Māori action
songs.
Waiata Mai This music CD sung
by Aunty Bea (Piatarihi Tui Yates)
includes a beautifully illustrated
bilingual book with counting, colour,
and action songs - a fun way to learn
some basic Te Reo Māori.

Te Reo Playgroup. Tuesdays 10-11am.
Now meeting weekly, one fortnight in the
library, the following at a local park. We are
a community led playgroup for whānau
who are raising their tamariki to speak Te
Reo Māori. Check our Facebook to find
out what’s on when.
Huinga Kōrero. From Tues 11th 10-11am.
Join us to practise conversing in te reo Māori,
in a relaxed setting, with fellow learners of all
levels. This fortnightly group also welcomes
fluent speakers. We are all learning - kaua e
whakamā (don’t be shy!). This is not a class!
The Booklovers Club. 19 May, 11am12pm (3rd Wed every month). A chance to
meet new friends who are also passionate
about reading and discuss our latest finds.
Rongoā. 6th & 20th May, 11:30am – 1pm.
This popular workshop provides a peek into
the world of Rongoā Rākau: Traditional
Māori Healing. Facilitated by Emma
Haslam (Ngāi Te Rangi, Ngāti Haua).
Family History drop-in workshops. Wed
19th, 2-4pm. Come and meet our family
history expert librarian Brent Giblin and
make the most of our online family history
resources.
Lego Build Sessions. Fri 28th 4-5pm.
Build, create and make at our Lego
sessions. Ages 5+.
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What’s happening
Please check with organisers in the event of Covid-19 level changes.
Online community calendar at www.bhb.nz

CLASSIFIEDS
Karls Mowing Lawns, hedges, weed spraying,
garden tidy up, garden waste removed.
Reliable. Phone 022 199 3133.
Learn to Dance a fusion of Latin & Hustle!
Beginners - Social Partner Dancing. Every
Wednesday 7pm at BHB Community Centre.
Drop In class, no need to book. No experience
necessary. Phone Colin 021 0363 249 or
Hannah 021 576 210. See article p5

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS:
BHB = Blockhouse Bay
GB = Green Bay
NL = New Lynn
CC = Community Centre
BHBCC = Blockhouse Bay Community Centre,
524 BHB Rd, BHB.
GBCH = Green Bay Community House,
1 Barron Drive, Green Bay.
NLCC = New Lynn Community Centre,
45 Totara Ave, NL
Term time = operates during school term time only.

Sat 15th New Lynn Lions Monthly Book Sale
8am-4pm at New Lynn Friendship Club, 3063 Gt Nth
Road, New Lynn (down the driveway). All books, DVDs,
CDs, videos and jigsaw puzzles just $1. Magazines 5
for $1. Drop off books for donation Thursdays between
9 & 11am or on the day.
Sun 16th The Fair: Antiques, Collectables and
Crafts 9.30am - 2pm at BHBCC. Large collection of
antiques, collectables, memorabilia, and crafts. $2/
adult. Proceeds towards Armanasco House.
Sat 22nd Heritage talk with Lisa Truttman 1-2pm
at the Avondale Library. Hear local historian Lisa
Truttman talk about the history of Motumanawa, also
known as Pollen Island. Part of the Whau Libraries
Heritage Stories series supported and funded by
Whau Local Board.
Sat 29th
Community Market 7am-12noon at BHBCC. 2nd &
last Saturdays each month.
BHB Village Market From 8.30am, along mainstreet
on BHB Rd. Contact Jodie Judd manager@
blockhousebay.org or ph 09 626 5081. Last Saturday
of each month.
Friends of Wairaki Stream: Save the date, location
to be advised. More info www.wairakistream.com or
Facebook.com/FOWairakiStream

MAY
Drop-in Have Your Say sessions for the new
Avondale town square, library, and community
hub draft design.
See article p8.
Fri 7 May 3 - 5pm, Avondale Library
Sun 9 May 10am - 2pm, Avondale town square
Tue 11 May 10am - 12pm, Avondale Library
Sat 15 May 10am - 2pm, Avondale town square
Sun 2nd Whau River Clean Up Regatta 2021.
Volunteers to gather at the West End Rowing
Club, 26 Saunders Pl, Avondale (in your boat or on
foot). Search “Whau River Catchment Trust” on
Facebook for more info.
Mon 3rd Beginning of Term 2.
Sat 8th
Community Market 7am-12noon at BHBCC. 2nd
& last Saturdays each month.
Friends of Wairaki Stream: Save the date, location
to be advised. More info www.wairakistream.com or
Facebook.com/FOWairakiStream
Amazing New Windsor Treasure Hunt 2:30pm
at NW Primary School. Starts on school field.
1.5hrs gentle walk followed by free BBQ,
bouncy castle, and swimming (pool open
4:30pm-6:30pm). Info: Shalema 020-481-2788.
Sun 9th MOTHER’S DAY

REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
MONDAYS
Mandarin Speaking Knitting Circle
10am-12noon at BHB library. Bring your own
knitting needles and wool and join other knitters
at all levels of experience. Experienced knitters
will be available to help. 普通话毛线编织社 每
周一上午10.am – 12noon 请带上你的毛线
编织针和线来学习交流编织技法

Pickleball 10am-12 noon at Lynfield YMCA. More
info at pac.org.nz.
Puzzle Club 10am-12pm at Green Bay
Community House. Come along and join our new
puzzle club. Meet other puzzle lovers and enjoy
some peaceful puzzle time. Relax with a cuppa,
bickie and a chat. Puzzles provided. Gold coin
donation per class.
Mandarin English bilingual storytime
10:30-11am at Avondale Library. Term time.
图书馆每周五的中文故事会欢迎所有小朋友
及家长的共同参与。通过讲故事，唱儿歌，念
童谣，一起度过欢乐的30分钟。
Rhymetime 10:30-11am at New Lynn Library.
Music and rhyme, great for language development,
movement, and co-ordination. Suitable for 18
months to 3 years. Term time.
Makerspace activities 3.30-5pm at Avondale
Library. See p10 for rotation.

Wairaki Stream volunteer day

JUNE
Sat 5th Avondale-Waterview Historical Society
meeting 2pm at St Ninians Hall, St Georges Road,
Avondale. Meetings every second month, on the 1st
Saturday. Open to all. Avondale.org.nz for details.

* NEW MONTHLY MARKET *

Sun 6th New Lynn Market on Portage 9am-2pm
34A Portage Rd, New Lynn (5 mins walk from
LynnMall). First Sunday each month all year round,
rain/shine, fully undercover indoor-outdoor space’.
Food, music, crafts, entertainment, local fundraising
groups and initiatives. Hosted by Rampant Coffee
Company. Facebook @New Lynn Market on Portage.
Sat 19th Friends of Wairaki Stream: Save
the date, location to be advised. More info
www.wairakistream.com or Facebook.com/
FOWairakiStream

Knitting for kids Ages 8+. Every Monday afternoon
during term time, 3.30 - 4.30pm at New Lynn
Library. Wool and needles provided. Come and learn
to knit.

TUESDAYS
Green Bay Community Playgroup
9am-11.30am at GBCH. $4 per family, under
6months free. Tues & Thurs, term time.
Wriggle & Rhyme for infants and toddlers
9:30-10am, 10:30-11am at Avondale AND New
Lynn Libraries. Wriggle and Rhyme is designed
to promote active movement for early learning.
Suitable 18 months and under. Term time.
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Advertise your event here for free!
Email kerrie@bhb.nz

REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
TUESDAYS
Armanasco House situated next to BHB Library,
is one of the Bay’s early settler houses and is open
10am-2pm for public interest and information.
Job Café 10am-12noon at Blockhouse Bay Library.
For CV assistance, career counselling and job
search assistance, the wonderful people from
Whau Ace are here to help.

Greater Auckland Chorus We are an all-female
a cappella and barbershop chorus rehearsing
Tuesday nights in Epsom. Check out our website for
more details. www.greateraucklandchorus.com
West Auckland Ladies Craft group
6:30-8:30pm Tuesdays at Rosebank Primary
School Hall, 217 Rosebank Rd, Avondale. Bring
your crochet, sewing, artwork etc. along for
inspiration and new friendships. Cost $2. Contact
Oreen on 021 0297 6012 for further info.
Housie at the BHB Community Centre. Sales from
6.30pm. Starts 7.30pm till 10pm.
Western Districts Women’s Dinner Club
a group of ladies that meet monthly for dinner and
a speaker/entertainer at Bricklane Restaurant,
New Lynn. Visitors are very welcome. Ph Anne
021 293 3833 (or 627 1416) to book or for info.

WEDNESDAYS
Wriggle & Rhyme for 0-2-year olds
9.30 @ BHB Library. Songs, rhymes and gentle
exercise to music for babies and toddlers.
Term time (returns 23 July).
Mainly Music for 0-4-year-olds
9.30am @ BHB Baptist, 504 BHB Rd. Singing,
dancing, craft, morning tea. Ph Mary 828 9027.
Friendship Centre All seniors welcome.
9.30am-12.30pm (term time only). Avondale
Baptist Church Hall, Cnr New North & BHB Bay Rds.
Ph 09 631 5968 for further information.
Green Bay Art Group 9.30-11.30am at GBCH.
$2 donation, bring your own project along. All art
mediums & styles welcome. Term time.
Creative Colouring Class 9.30am-11.30am at
GBCH. $2 donation, bring your own books and
materials. Term time.
Knitting and Crochet Group 9.30am-12noon
at GBCH. $2 donation. Swap patterns and share
ideas. Free lessons! Term time.
Rhymetime 10-10.30am at Avondale Library.
Church Service with Communion 10am at
Church of the Saviour, 2 Kinross St, BHB.
“Best morning tea in the Bay”.
Pickleball 10am-12noon at Lynfield YMCA. More
info at pac.org.nz.

WEDNESDAYS
Storytime 10–10:30am at New Lynn Library. Enjoy
stories, rhymes and songs, encouraging a love of
books. Suitable for kids aged 3-5 years. Term time.
Get Work Ready 10am-12pm at BHB library.
Need help in getting work? Whau Ace Adult and
Community Education offer free support and advice
every Wednesday.
Rhymetime Storytime 10am-10:30am at Avondale
Library. Term time.
500 card game Played 12.30-2.30pm at the
BHBCC. Friendly group, looking for more players.
Contact Noel Johnston on 627 8306.
Maori Conversation Group. 2-3pm at Avondale
Library. Term time. Practice Te Reo Maori in a
relaxed setting with fellow learners of all levels.
Nau mai, haere mai.
Social Partner Dancing with Move Dance Co.
at BHBCC. No experience necessary and no partners
required. 7pm Beginners, followed by social dancing.
Beginners’ concession available, casual $15. Ph
Hannah, 021 576 210. See article p5

THURSDAYS
Green Bay Community Playgroup 9am-11.30am
at GBCH, $4 per family, under 6m free. Tues &
Thurs, term time.
Friendship Centre All seniors welcome.9.30am12.30pm term time. BHB Baptist Church Hall, 504
BHB Rd. Ph 09 631 5968 for further information.
Job Café 10-11am Avondale Library. Need help
writing that bespoke CV and cover letter? The
wonderful team from Whau Ace are here to help
you get work ready. Tea/coffee provided.
Preschool Storytime 10.30am at BHB Library.
Free and fun, learning literacy development
through stories and songs. Term time.
Community Singers Blockhouse Bay Practice
from 12.30-2.30pm at BHBCC, and sing at rest
homes monthly. Contact Anne Rogers on phone
626 7040 or ruth52@outlook.co.nz
Knitting Circle 1-3pm at the BHB Library. BYO
knitting needles and wool, and join others in
these casual knitting group sessions for all levels.
Experienced knitters available to help.
Family History drop-in workshop 2-4 pm at
New Lynn Library. Every 3rd Thursday of the
month. Come and meet our research librarian
Brent Giblin who will be available to help you
make the most of the online family history
resources at Auckland Libraries. Register at desk
or message us on Facebook.
Pickleball 6.45pm-8.45pm at Mt Albert YMCA.
More info at pac.org.nz.

FRIDAYS
Pickleball 10am-12noon at Mt Albert YMCA.
More info at pac.org.nz.
Book Club 10:30am-12noon at BHB Library, third
Friday of the month (exc Jan). Come and join our
lively discussions about what you’ve been reading,
and find new books from the selection provided.

Mandarin Storytime Fridays 11-11:30am at New
Lynn Library. Stories, rhymes and music in Mandarin.
Term time.
Māori Conversation Group Fridays 11am – 12pm,
Avondale Library. Practice te reo Māori in a relaxed
setting with other speakers of the language. Tea/
coffee provided.
Food Pantry open 1-3pm at BHB Baptist Church.
Momiji Japanese Kids Playgroup
3.30-5.30pm at GBCH. First visit free. Contact
momojiplaygroupnz@gmail.com.
Chess For Success 3.30-5pm at Avondale Library.
All levels and ages welcome. Term time only.
Ruh ki Baarish led by Pastors Anil and Reena Kant
and the Hills Satsung Team. 7pm every Friday at Hills
Church, 179 Hillsborough Rd.

SATURDAYS
BHB-Lynfield Lions Club sausage sizzle 9am –
1pm for Lions Projects last Saturday each month
outside BHB ASB. Meat or vegetarian, plus books
and other goodies. Also, mid-month sausage
sizzle - watch out for street signs and in BHB
Facebook group.
Bollyworx Fun-filled exercise to Bollywood music.
Saturdays at St. Mary’s School Hall,
2134 Grt Nth Rd, Avondale for 1 hour starting at
9am. Contact Baptist on 021 815040.
Family Storytime 11-11:30am at Avondale
Library. Term time.
Free Dinner 2nd Saturday of the month, 5-7pm, at
Iona Presbyterian Church hall, 38 Donovan St BHB.
All welcome. For more info ph 09 627 9845.
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What’s happening
SUNDAYS
Book a Sewing Machine. Basic assistance with
projects is available if needed. Talk to a librarian to
book in a time. Avondale Library.
New Lynn Market on Portage (starts 6th June)
9am-2pm 34A Portage Rd, New Lynn (5 mins walk
from LynnMall). First Sunday each month all year
round, rain/shine, fully undercover indoor-outdoor
space’. Food, music, crafts, entertainment, local
fundraising groups and initiatives. Hosted by
Rampant Coffee Company. Facebook @New Lynn
Market on Portage.
The Fair: Antiques, Collectables and Crafts.
9.30am - 2pm at BHBCC. Large collection of
antiques, collectables, memorabilia, and crafts.
$2/adult. Proceeds towards Armanasco House.
3rd Sundays, Jan, Mar, May, July, Sep, Nov.
Knitting and Crochet fortnightly 3-5pm at GBCH.
Knitting and crochet for fun. Swap patterns and
share ideas. $2 donation.

CHURCH SERVICES

BHB Baptist 504 BHB Rd. Ph 09-626 6980. Sundays
10am Worship and teaching for all ages, 6.30pm
worship, teaching and coffee.
BHB Community Church 76 Dundale Ave, BHB.
Ph 09 626 6284. Sundays, 10.30 am service.
Church of the Saviour 2 Heaphy St, BHB
Ph 09 627 8779. Sundays, 9am - Communion service.
11am - Café Style church. 1.30pm - Mandarin service.
4pm - Interdenominational Service.
Courageous Church 9 St Jude St, Avondale.
connect@courageous.nz. Sundays 10am.
Encounter Church 495 Rosebank Road, Avondale,
P: 820 8231, E: office@encounter.org.nz. Sundays

Advertise your event here for free!
Email kerrie@bhb.nz
10am + 6pm – children and youth programmes
provided.
Hosanna Avondale Baptist Church 1288 New
North Road, Avondale. Ph. 09 828 0182. Sundays
10am, Children’s Ministry 10.30am. Coffee &
fellowship afterwards.
Iona Presbyterian Church 38 Donovan Street,
BHB Ph. 09 627 9845. Sundays, 10am service.
Lynfield Community Church 35 The Avenue,
Lynfield. Ph 09 626 4141. Sundays, 9:30am service.
St. Austells Uniting Church (Methodist/
Presbyterian) 35 Margan Avenue, New Lynn.
Ph 09 827 4360. Email staustells@xtra.co.nz.
Sunday service 10am. Other activities on website.
St Dominic’s Catholic Church 34 Bolton St, BHB
ph 09 626 6207. Weekend Masses: Saturday vigil
6pm; Sunday 9:30am. Weekday Masses: Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday 9:15am; Wednesday 7pm.
St Jude’s Anglican Church 27 St Jude Street,
Avondale p: 020 4079 4554, Sundays 8am and 9am.

Get involved in your community!
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
6th Auckland Girls’ Brigade 6-8pm at Iona Church,
38 Donovan Street, BHB. All girls 5 years upwards
welcome. Contact Dorothy 027 275 9592 or
dorothy.findlay@xtra.co.nz.
11th Auckland Girls’ Brigade Monday 6–8pm. at St.
Austells, 35 Margan Avenue, New Lynn. All girls 5 and
over welcome. Email staustells@xtra.co.nz for more
information.
Auckland Army Cadets 6-9pm every Wednesday
at the Auckland Army Centre, 204 Great North Rd
Grey Lynn. Ages 12-15 (to join). Contact LT Pip
Joyce NZCF, 027 571 3848 or email
cacu@cadetforces.org.nz.

BHB Ladies Probus meets 10am to noon 2nd Friday
of each month (Feb to Dec) at BHBCC. Speakers
and morning tea. Outings available 4th Fridays. New
members welcome. Enquiries to Ann Stankovich,
09 817 8545, Norma Taylor 626 6267.
BHB-Lynfield Lions Club Business meeting
1st Wednesday of month, 7pm at Lions’ Den in the
Lodge, BHB Community Centre.
BHB-Lynfield Lions Club Dinner/social meeting
3rd Wednesday each month exc Dec-Jan, all welcome.
Bookings essential. Go to www.bhbl-lions.org for latest
info and to book.

Avondale-Waterview Historical Society meets
on the 1st Saturday, every second month, 2pm at
St Ninians Hall, St Georges Road, Avondale. Open
to all. Avondale.org.nz for details.
BHB Butterflies meets weekly on Sundays
10am to midday to work at the habitat in the
BHB Recreational Reserve. Contact Jacqui
027 481 4811 or jacqui@nzbutterflies.org.nz
BHB Historical Society Meets at 1pm on the
1st Wednesday, every second month, February to
December, at BHBCC. Includes a guest speaker and
trading table. Contact Brian Goodwin on 09 626
5809 or info@blockhousebayhistoricalsociety.com.

Lion Budokan Karate Classes Saturdays, 8-9am
at 231 Whitney Street, BHB. Age 5 years and
above. Visit www.budokan.co.nz or call 972 2215
for more details and for other options.
Lynfield Tennis Club Caters for all ages and
standards of play, from beginners to advanced
with coaching, social play, club championships
and inter club. Located on The Avenue, Lynfield
(opp Countdown). For more information visit
www.lynfieldtennis.co.nz
New Lynn Tennis Club Wednesdays 4pm (age
7-10), 5pm (age 11+). Sundays 9am (age 7-10),
10am (age 11+). 13 Fruitvale Rd, New Lynn.
Phone Tracy on 021 806 992 or
email tennisnewlynn@gmail.com

Auckland Grey Power Assoc 557 BHB Rd,
open Monday to Friday 10am till 12.30pm,
or by arrangement. Ph: 626 0895
email: akgreypowerinfo@gmail.com.
Avondale Ladies Probus Club Meets 10am
4th Friday of each month at Avondale Bapt. Church
lounge, cnr BHB Rd and New North Rd. Monthly bus
trips also. More info phone Beryl
626 5675.

BHB. Speakers, friendship, outings and afternoon
tea. Contact Lyn 627 9132.

BHB Y’s Walking Club Meet each Mon & Wed at
8.30am at BHBCC. A different walk each week
including our monthly away trips where morning tea is
on us! For more info contact 626 3381 or 837 5441.
Iona Scouts Meet under the BHBCC. Keas (school yrs
1-3) 6-7pm Cubs (school yrs 4-6) 6.30-8pm Scouts
(school yrs 7-10) 6.30-8pm. Contact Colin
(021 208 1103) for more info.
Inner Wheel Club of Mt Roskill Meets 4th Thursday
monthly (except Nov/Dec), 7.30pm, Selwyn Heights
Village, Royal Oak. We are women who enjoy fun,
friendship, interesting speakers and fundraising for
charity. iwmtroskillmembership@gmail.com
www.iwmtroskill.weebly.com.
Ladies’ Friendship Club Meets 3rd Monday each
month, 1.30pm at Iona Community Hall, Donovan St,

Titirangi U3A (includes BHB, Green Bay, Glen
Eden, Kelston & New Lynn) for those aged 50+.
Meets 4th Tuesday of the month (Jan-Nov),
1.30pm at West Lynn Gardens, 73 Parker Avenue,
New Lynn. Guest speakers, study/hobby groups
-keep learning, meet new people. 818 8890 or
heathertanguay@slingshot.co.nz
Western Districts Women’s Dinner Club
A group of ladies meeting 2nd Tuesday each
month for dinner and a speaker/entertainer at
Bricklane Restaurant, New Lynn. Ph Anne
021 293 3833 or 627 1416 to book or for info.
Western Quilters’ Circle 7:30pm at Kelston
Community Centre. Meets last Tuesday of the
month, exc December. Contact Michelle Dawson
on 021 148 6888 for more info.
Western Wolves American Football Club
Juniors 13-16 years, Colts 17-19 years, Womens
17+ open grade, Premier Men 20+ open grade.
Further info contact club manager on 021 455 803.
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- 13 Davern Lane, New Lynn
After Aerial
themapshock
news last month
that Auckland Council is proposing
to sell off a perfectly good and wellloved reserve, residents mounted a
passionate campaign to stop the sale.
Following the community action
day that Beacon reported on last
month, a large contingent attended
the March Whau Local Board meeting
to support Annie Bradshaw as she
presented to the board on their behalf.
From the start Davern Reserve was
designed in 1994 as an integrated
part of the subdivision. Some of the
current residents were foundation
buyers and purchased because of the
reserve at the heart of the street. They
have had families with children who
have grown up playing together at the
reserve at the end of the street. Now
their grandchildren are becoming part
of the community.
The Board was sympathetic to the
presentation, which noted that the
reserve has helped build a community
and a sense of place – something that
Council spends a lot of time and money
on in other locations. The Board had
been blindsided by the proposed sale
and several members had attended the
community action day.
The period for consultation has
now closed. Kay Thomas, Whau
Local Board Chair, will be making a
presentation against the proposed sale
at a Parks, Arts, Communities and
Events (PACE) meeting in May.

Date Printed:
23/02/2021

After the closure of several local
stations, a new, expanded base
has been
opened to replace the
Map
Mt Roskill Station.
The building
formerly housed
´
the motorway construction
offices. It offers excellent
motorway and arterial road
access. Area Commander for
Auckland City West, Inspector
Grant Teztlaff, says the station
will be home to existing Mount
Roskill community policing staff
and will also act as a hub for
other Police staff and support services in
the wider Auckland City District.
“Close to 100 staff, including
Community Policing teams, district road
policing staff, members of the Commercial
Vehicle Safety Team and CIB detectives,
will be based at the station,” he says.
“The new station will mean more room for
staff and an improved service for members
of the Mount Roskill community, with a

front counter staff member ready to help if
they need it.” Lynfield and Blockhouse Bay
are also serviced by this station, which is
open 8am-4pm, Monday to Friday.
It was officially opened on April 20th
with an opening ceremony led by Police
Commissioner Andrew Coster.
You can expect to see a greater police
presence in the surrounding area as they
come and go from the new base.

FREE EVENT

Celebrating
Seniors

Afternoon Tea and Entertainment
Afternoon tea and entertainment for seniors (65+) living in the Whau
Local Board: New Lynn, Green Bay, Kelston, Rosebank, Avondale,
Glenavon, New Windsor and Blockhouse Bay.
When: Wednesday 26 May, 1pm – 3pm
Where: New Lynn RSA, 2 Veronica St, New Lynn
RSVP by Friday 14 May: 09 631 5968 or office@communicare.org.nz
This event will only proceed at Level One.
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Celebrating Mothers
We asked some of our community to share their thoughts about their mums.
Here’s what they’ve said:
Hamish Parbhu, Lynfield, says of his mum Pushpa:

Tracy Mulholland, Green Bay,
says of her mum Ngaire:

“When you love someone more than anything… that’s
me and Mum. I would do anything for her. Ngaire, my
Mum is a gentle, kind, and loving person. Like many
mums, her love for her children runs deep, and for that
I’m grateful. I am very blessed to be so supported and
loved, and she has given me the opportunity to be the best
person I can. To all the super mums I wish you happiness
and joy on your special day”.

“A
relationship
of
extremes. My mother
has the best intentions
(though not the best
delivery!) From waking
me up with a vacuum
cleaner to study for
exams, or hiding my
car keys to make sure I
ate lunch before leaving
home. She is stubborn
and caring. She will
speak her mind but
help others have a voice.
She is strong and soft.
Happy Mother’s Day”.

Nicola Donald and
her mum Jo, New
Lynn, share their
thoughts:

Nicola: “Mum and
I have always been
close, she has always
encouraged and loved
me
unconditionally.
Mum has always been my
biggest supporter. Over
the past 5 years working
at the café together, it has
strengthened our bond and has given us precious memories and
many, many, laughs. If I’m ever given the gift of children, I hope
I will be just the type of mother she is; perfect”.
And Jo says, “My children are my greatest gift”.

Mothers Day Giveaway

Marcus Amosa, Avondale says of his mum:

“I love my mum; she’s the best mum in the world! She’s
always supported me in all of my crazy adventures. Some of
her words of advice that have helped me over the years: Do
the work. Go to church (closely followed by Stop drinking beer!)
Honesty is the best policy. Mum is always saying, “What will you
say when you meet your Creator? How did you help? What
did you do with the life God gave you?” Mum’s hard work
ethic and love of God has really helped shape me as a person!

Beacon has a signed copy of Wendyl Nissen’s fantastic new book My mother and other secrets (see
page 23) as well as a 1kg Citrus Laundry Powder Concentrate to give away, courtesy of Green
Goddess. If you’d like to go in the draw to win this lovely gift, email kerrie@bhb.nz with your
full name, phone number and email, and “Green Goddess Giveaway” in the subject line. Entries
close 10am Monday 10th May. The winner will be notified by email and/or phone.
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Speaking the Language of Love
Have you ever woken up on the second
Sunday in May in a panic because you’ve
just remembered it’s Mother’s Day? Then
what did you do? I’d bet dollars to donuts
it involved a dash to the supermarket for
chocolates and flowers.
But if you understood your mum’s love
language, it would be so much easier to
find a meaningful way to express your
love and appreciation of her, even when
you’re short of time.
Wait … her what? Ok, so if you
haven’t heard of the 5 Love Languages
it’s your lucky day, because this is totally
a thing and can be a game changer
in any relationship. The concept was
developed by Dr Gary Chapman who’s
written books on it – and not just for
adults either. You can dive in and take
quizzes at 5lovelanguages.com, but in
the meantime, here’s the idea:
The 5 love languages are: words of
affirmation, acts of service, quality time,
physical touch, and receiving gifts. These
are ranked 1-5 in order of preference
with 1 and 2 being our primary and
secondary love languages. The best way
to guess your mum’s love language is to
observe how she shows you love.
Here are some suggestions to help you
show your mum you love her in the way
that speaks most to her. Use them as a
catalyst for your own creativity and come
up with your own short list. Note that I
haven’t mentioned ‘buying’ anything. Yet.

Words of Affirmation:
Does your mum keep notes that others
have written to her in a special place?
Does she seem to melt when you tell
her you appreciate her? For the ‘words
of affirmation’ mum you could write
her a nice note, compile a small album
of your favourite memories together
with notes about why they are special
to you, or record a video of you telling
her specific things you have learned
from her or that you love about her. It
will cost you nothing but time, but is a
solid investment the relationship bank
account.

date is a great way to show her you love
her. A picnic, a bike ride, walk in the
park, as long as she has your attention.
Ask her about her life and really listen.
Pretty easy, huh?

Physical touch:

Acts of Service:
These mums get their love tanks
filled by having tasks done for them.
Especially ones they struggle with. Try
to think of something she might not
be able to do herself because of time,
ability, or resources, especially if you
know it’s bugging her.
Fixing something or getting it fixed,
moving something heavy for her, making
her a nice meal … the list of possibilities
is endless. In fact, she might even have a
list! Whatever you decide on, the point
is in the doing.

Quality time:
This mum loves spending time with
you. Have you noticed what a good
listener she is? That she remembers the
little things you’ve told her or you’ve
experienced together? A Mother’s Day

Does your mum touch you when she’s
talking to you? Is she a hugger, a rubber,
a cuddler? Then she’s super easy to
please because all she wants is affection.
Anything involving close physical
contact is what she loves. Watch a movie
snuggled together on the couch, brush
her hair, give her a shoulder massage.
And how about vouchers for free hugs!
Always a winner!

Receiving gifts:
Ok so this mum loves to be ‘surprised’
by gifts. It’s easy to read this wrong and
think it’s all about the gift and the value.
Well, it is, but the value is not necessarily
in cost, but thought. The more thought
that has gone into the gift, the higher the
value. The gift represents how well you
know her and that you have thought
about her.
So, there you have it. You now have
the tools to think about what lights your
mum up like a Christmas tree and think
of something that says “I Love You” in
her language. These suggestions can be
adapted for all ages and stages with a
little creativity. So go out there and show
your mum how much you love her.

Free delivery for Mother’s Day
BHB & surrounding suburbs
please see website for details...

www.ﬂoriculture.co.nz
543 Blockhouse Bay Road
Phone: 09 626 0598

Flowers & Botanicals
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Going Up and Coming Down

Hollywood Cinema gets exterior makeover
After several years working to restore
the interior, the owner, Matthew
Timpson, is now moving onto expensive
exterior work to preserve these iconic
buildings. This includes a complete reroofing of both buildings (the cinema
and the old town hall). The internal
gutters need attention which is always
a challenge. While the scaffolding is
up, they are taking the opportunity
to do an exterior repaint of the walls.
The estimated project cost is more that
$200K which is a huge commitment for
a small business.
It is amazing how Matthew and the
team have brought this venue back to
life as a vibrant location for live events
and film showings. They have created an
adaptable space that can accommodate
seated or standing audiences, and the old
town hall space also adds flexibility.
Already, people in the community have
shown appreciation for the care being
taken to curate these Category B historic
buildings. The complex is actually three
different buildings with three different
construction dates, complicated by the

fact that the old town hall started life
where the cinema now stands, then got
moved sideways and replaced by the
cinema. The third building is the concrete
part which includes the steps, façade and
front rooms in two levels.

The timeline:
1867 – Original wooden town hall,
with a porch, is built on the site of the
current cinema. This building was also

used as a cinema, dating from the Boer
War period.
1915 – Wooden porch is removed, and
the brick frontage building is constructed.
It includes the steps, a brass dome on the
roof and rooms for the Road Board. The
dome was removed in the 1950s as an
earthquake risk.
1923 – The original town hall building
behind the brick frontage gets moved
sideways to its present position.
1924 – The new town hall (now the
Hollywood) was completed behind the
1915 frontage building.
There is only one
blurry image of the
original town hall in
all its glory with its
brick frontage building
and the dome on
top. It looks really
grand. Now having
been stripped of the
bling and moved sideways to its present
location it looks very forlorn and dejected.
Hopefully, a new roof and paint job will
help lift its image.

New Lynn Corner Café (The Old Woodshop Corner Café)
The old shop on the corner of Hutchinson
and Margate was recently demolished. The
café closed for renovations last winter and
so far, the rear has been rebuilt. It looks
like the front will be starting again from
scratch.
In July 2020, the café announced “WE’RE
CLOSING! Time has come for our longawaited renovation of the premise. Work is
deemed extensive, so we expect to re-open after
several months. We’re excited to bring you guys
something fresh once we’ve reopened, no doubt
it’s well deserved”.
The project is currently paused waiting for
council consent on some revised plans. After
experiencing a few problems along the way,
owner Maahir is reluctant to promise a firm
date yet for reopening the café.

Food waste workshop.
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Building Developments in the Whau
New Lynn Community Centre Refurbishment
The
20-year-old
New
Lynn
Community Centre building has
served the community well but was
overdue for refurbishment.
An increased utilization of the
building’s forecourt for community
activities required that the building
be better connected with the outdoor
spaces. SGA Architects Ltd have done
the design work.
The main stair of the building has
been removed from the foyer, opening
up the double height space and exposing
this space to the forecourt. A new
reception desk and administration office
is located centrally to the foyer with a
new stair and new lift flanking this on

either side. An open plan community
lounge and an informal seating area have
been provided at each end of the main
foyer space allowing the whole space to
have an almost seamless connection with
the building’s forecourt.
Other works in the $900,000 project
include the development of Plunket rooms
on the ground floor, three large hirable
rooms, and kitchen and storage spaces on
the upper level. Acoustic separations and
services have been upgraded to benefit
community groups using the facility
providing more flexibility with concurrent
activities.
The New Lynn Community Centre is
expected to open the public in May 2021.

Changing times at the old BNZ building
There was some consternation recently when
a demolition crew moved in and started
taking down the former BNZ building on
Totara Ave.
“NOOOOOO!!! One of the most distinctive
and beautiful buildings in Auckland”,
commented one local on Facebook. “Simple,
stylish, of its era but so easy to re-purpose.”
“The building opened in 1964, designed by
the architectural firm of Hole and Annabell,
and boasted the first use of folded slab roof
construction in the country. It certainly has
been a distinctive local landmark for nearly 57
years”, notes local historian, Lisa Truttman.
There is good news though, because the front
part of the original building will remain and
be redeveloped inside. The building is being
repurposed with retail at ground level at the
front. There will be apartments above the retail
as well as on both levels in a new structure at
the rear.
On behalf of the owners, Victor Young
says “We are very excited in redeveloping and
revitalising of this iconic building which has
been part of New Lynn for a such a long time.
Once finished, it will complement the adjacent
eateries and bars as an amazing destination”.

Demolition in progress. Photo: Beacon

Artist render of proposed building. Image supplied
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Ambrico Reserve to become a construction site
At a recent Whau Local Board (WLB)
meeting, it was standing room only as
not one, but two groups of local residents
came to protest about their reserves.
The Davern Lane residents made their
presentation which visibly moved many of
the board members. Then next up was a
group of about twenty residents from the
Ambrico precinct. Their reserve is proposed
to be unusable for up to 18 months while
being used as a construction site for the
Clinker Place Stormwater Project.
This project involves boring and
pipejacking a 530-meter-long stormwater
pipe from the Clinker Place Special Housing
Area (the former Ceramco brickworks) to
the Manawa Wetland Reserve. To facilitate
this, an access shaft will be sunk near the
side of Ambrico Place, immediately across
the road from the historic Ambrico Kiln
remains. The reserve is collateral damage.
The residents expressed their concerns
about the loss of use of the park as the
only safe, close greenspace for those living
in the 300 houses surrounding the reserve.
Eleven trees are scheduled to be removed,
just as they come into maturity 23 years
after planting. The noise and vibration that
will affect neighbours could also endanger
the remains of the Ambrico Kiln, which
is already extensively cracked and has
had external reinforcing added to try and
preserve it.
Kay Thomas noted that it was the
previous WLB that had been briefed on the

Ambrico Reserve

project, although the potential impacts are
not always fully explained to local boards.
She encouraged the residents to make
submissions.
In a later statement, Auckland Council
General Manager Healthy Waters Craig
Mcilroy says “The team has taken into
account recent feedback from the Whau
Local Board and the Ambrico Place
community and is working with our
contractor to change the tunnelling process so
that much less of the reserve will be required
during construction. Approximately 40% at
the northern end of the reserve will now be
used (pending resource consent approval)
with the remaining 60% including the
playground, remaining open to the public.”

EVEREST FINANCIAL SERVICES
Turn your DREAMS into REALITY

• Home loans
• Business loans
• Personal risk
insurance
• Asset and car
finance
• No obligation
discussion
CONTACT:
Prateek Malhotra
09 215 6912 | Mobile: 021 424 119
info@everesthomeloans.co.nz
557 Blockhouse Bay Road,
Blockhouse Bay
www.everesthomeloans.co.nz

Dr Nitin Raniga Orthodontist
BDS (Otago), DclinDent (Otago),
MOrth RSCEd, MRACDS (Orth)

6 Exminster Street, Blockhouse Bay
Ph: 09 627 3555

nitin@aucklandortho.co.nz
www.aucklandortho.co.nz

The time timeline for the reserve has been
reduced to 12 months. He further says
that “In June 2019 a vibration assessment
carried out, indicated that the kiln will not
be affected by the works.” Assurance is given
that vibration monitoring and management
will be undertaken during the project.
The WLB has sponsored several
community-building events including
movie nights, picnic in the park and
neighbour support at the reserve. These
have been aimed at bringing people out of
the gated housing areas to share a sense of
community together. Ironically, what has
galvanised the community into action is the
proposed loss of the very reserve that they
have gathered on for these events.
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Back in the Day

Lawrence Teirney: The Fiery
Horse-Bus Driver
by Lisa J Truttman

Adapted from Lisa Truttman’s Whau Heritage Talk about Lawrence Teirney, which will be uploaded on Auckland Library’s
Soundcloud site shortly. soundcloud.com/auckland-libraries
One summer’s day, in December 1881,
two days before Christmas, Lawrence
Teirney got off his horse bus outside
the Whau Hotel (this being just before
the district was renamed to Avondale)
on the Great North Road, took off his
jacket, rolled up his sleeves, and offered
to give fellow horse bus driver a proper
thrashing in the form of a spontaneous
expression of the art of fisticuffs in the
otherwise quiet rural surroundings.
Lawrence Teirney was born in County
Cavan, Ireland, and sailed from London
with his family in 1874. Teirney is said
to have found work at first as a groom,
but by at least early 1877 he was working
for Frank Quick, driving one of the horse
buses to and from Avondale. By January
1879, Teirney was in business for himself,
in opposition to Quick.
He had two court appearances with
regard to the way he conducted his public
transport business. The first, in November
1879, resulted from an incident where he
reportedly ran a buggy off the road near
the junction of Symonds Street, Mt Eden
Road and New North Road. Enough
doubt was cast on the other party’s
sobriety that Teirney was let off.
Then came the Collins incident of
December 1881. Both Patrick Collins’
bus (working for Frank Quick) and
Teirney’s left the city, Teirney half an hour
ahead of Collins, but Collins managed to
catch him at the Whau Hotel, near the
present-day roundabout in Avondale.
Teirney left the hotel five minutes before
Collins, but Collins again caught up
with Teirney, this time in New Lynn near
Quick’s stables. Teirney stopped his bus,
and blocked the road.
Collins called for Teirney to clear the
road, the other refused. Collins tried edging
his horse bus around Teirney, only to find
the other man shifted his vehicle as well,
blocking Collins. Then both drivers started
a mad drive, at speed, back towards the

Lawrence Teirney. Photo: Teirney Family
Collection, used by kind permission of Joy Geary.

Whau Bridge – which was a one-lane
narrow timber affair at that time. Teirney
reached the bridge first, and stopped his bus,
blocking the bridge. Then, half a minute
later, he drove on a bit further, blocking the
other end of the bridge before finally taking
off, racing up the hill back towards the
Whau Hotel, Collins in pursuit.
Teirney was charged with a breach of the
Public Works Act, by allowing his horse bus

to remain for a length of time in the centre
of the road, but as the prosecutor cited the
wrong section of the Act with which to
charge him, that part of the matter went
no further. For creating the disturbance,
Teirney was fined 20s plus costs of £1 4s.
The start-up of the Northern Omnibus
Company in 1883, a short-lived venture
(only until 1884) linking the City with
Avondale (and New Lynn) via both the
New North and Great North Road routes,
seems to have brought an end to Teirney’s
horse-bus driving career.
It looks like, by June 1886 he was
making his living as a cabdriver and carter
in the city. He and his wife Bridget made a
successful application for land at Swanson,
at the junction of Waitakere and Kay
Roads. Bridget received a 999-year lease
on the land – it left her children’s control
in 1906, two years after her death.
Lawrence Teirney was elected to the first
school committee in Swanson in 1887,
and the Teirneys were also supporters
of the local Catholic congregation. On
9 December 1915, Teirney died at his
daughter’s Waihi home. He was buried in
Swanson Cemetery, beside Bridget.

A horse-bus similar to what Teirney would have driven. Photo: 1880s, by Burton Brothers,
ref C.011236, from Te Papa Museum.
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Central’s Tips

May 2021

It’s cooling down, time to deal to the growing snail population in the vegetable bed,
plant a bay hedge, fork compost around and plant edible calendulas for winter colour.

In the Edible Garden

The rest of the Garden

• Slugs and snails are still active in late autumn,

• Autumn colour – great month to choose

so lay yeast traps or ground eggshells/coffee
around small vegetable seedlings

exotic trees with leaves of gold or orange/
red tones – the leaves liquidambars, maples
and gleditsias are all turning now

• Cut down lupin crops once they’re knee high
and trim them into lengths of 15cm. Leave on
top or cover with soil to break down and add
nitrogen

• After harvesting the autumn fruits – feijoas,
passionfruit and tamarillos – fork some
compost around the roots

• Prepare beds for mid-winter crops such as

garlic, asparagus and strawberries. Compost,
blood and bone is ideal – if your soil is on the
clay side add gypsum

• Remove spent foliage of perennials and layer
compost around them and other plants in
the garden.

• Plant out winter flowering annuals such as

cyclamen, polyanthus, stock and primulas.

• Clean up fallen leaves off lawns and pathways
• Many NZ shrubs begin to display deeper

• For winter flower power plant calendulas in
the winter garden

• Winter veggies that can be planted now

include: beetroot, bok choi, broccoli, cabbage,
cauliflower, celery, kale, radish, rhubarb, rocket,
silverbeet and spinach

foliage colours as the season cools –
Muhlenbeckia astonii drops its leaves
to become a red twiggy mass, various
coprosmas range from pink through
to chocolate brown and the shrub
Pseudowintera ‘Red Leopard’ deepens to
dark red.

Firewood – Get it
while it’s hot.
Choose our blended Hot Mix which is fast-burning pine and slow-burning hardwood combined.
Available by the truck-load or borrow one of our free loan trailers. Or just grab a few bags for
the pizza oven!

Central Landscape Supplies Avondale

Open 7 days • 09 828 5533
419 Rosebank Rd, Avondale, Auckland
avondale@centrallandscapes.co.nz

www.centrallandscapes.co.nz
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A great start has been made to footpath replacement and lighting upgrade in
Avondale Mainstreet.
Even as the work was underway, an elderly gentleman had a fall on the wet bricks,
underscoring the importance of the work. Timing of Stage 2 is yet to be confirmed,
pending funding. Stage 3 adjacent to the proposed new Avondale Library and
Community Hub will be incorporated as part of that work. It is fantastic to have
the improvements underway!
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Wendyl Nissen is a journalist, broadcaster and magazine editor who is the author of
10 books, mostly about living a chemical-free, old-fashioned life. She left the corporate
world 20 years ago and now lives in the Hokianga with her husband, her father, 20
chickens (and counting), two cows, two dogs and three stray cats.

1850

Great

Author Bio:
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Wendyl Nissen is the founder of
Green Goddess. She’s also a quick
witted and entertaining author.
My Mother and Other Secrets is
her latest book.
St
Elm
A funny, moving memoir about
uncovering old family secrets and
how that leads Wendyl to a better
understanding of her mother.
When Wendyl Nissen’s mother was
suffering with Alzheimer’s, she told
some extraordinary stories about
her background that Wendyl had
never heard before. Determined
to get to the bottom of the buried
truth, Wendyl’s journalistic love for
uncovering secrets took over and she
unearthed some wild and intriguing
stories of loss, grief and love.
As Wendyl says, ‘my parents were
born to a generation that kept secrets. Big secrets for a long time, and usually they
took them to their graves.’ She uncovered new relatives, deeply sad adoptions, harsh
parenting, complex marriages and a few rogues. These stories often highlighted how
tough life was for women and children in an era when women had to fight for every bit
of independence they gained.
This compelling, moving book is about mothers and daughters, ageing and the way
deep family traumas echo down through the generations. It is also spliced with wisdom
and practical advice for anyone caring for a loved one with dementia.
But My mother and other secrets is not a book of grievance nor is it a misery memoir. It’s
a book of understanding. More so, it’s a book propelled by the redeeming power of stories.
See book giveaway on page 16.
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Huge clean-up for Lynfield Cove
On a beautiful Sunday in late March
the second volunteer day of the year for
the Friends of Wairaki Stream (FOWS)
finally got underway at Lynfield Cove
after a delay caused by lock down.
Seaweek sponsored the event (thank
you!) and we celebrated with pizzas for
our hard-working troops.
Wow. What a great day we had with over
65 people. Heaps of rubbish was picked up
from the beach, bush and stream.
One group made it their mission to dig
out and rid the stream of a huge old tractor
tyre; packed with wet mud, it weighed a
ton. They tried and pried and rocked and

pulled and finally got some leverage. With
lots of laughter along with the mud splatter
- the average age was 50 – that’s including
one 30-year-old! - finally it was rolled
along to the bank edge where the youn’uns
pushed it up the bank, while others hauled
it out with ropes. A great effort and very
satisfying, until some bright spark pipes
up, “Here’s another one!”
Later, treading carefully around the
slippery rocks we came upon a secret cave!
The stories flew about pirates, dinosaurs,
and mythical, magical creatures. Fantastic
to hear such creativity and imagination is
still alive today.

We have the most awesome people
attending our working days, just so keen
on doing something for the environment.
Thank you to CVNZ Migrant
Group, local Rotary, Lynfield College
International Students, Iona Scouts and
lots of families and other locals. After the
event clotheslines were filled with washed
gloves – 106 on one line!
Our next volunteer days are Saturdays
May 8 and May 29. See you there! (Search
“Friends of Wairaki Stream” on Facebook
for more info).
Dianne McCarthy
FOWS co-ordinator

