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Going for Gold in Avondale
By John Subritzky
Tucked away at the end of a no exit
street, down a secluded driveway
on Rosebank Peninsula, is a hidden
treasure house that produces gold. To
get there, you have to navigate through
industrial streets where local recreation
often involves doing burnouts to the
sounds of boom boxes.
But down that secluded driveway is
recreation and sports of an entirely
different kind. That almost mythical place
is the West End Rowing Club (WERC).
They came here in 2000, in search of one
of the few stretches of water in Auckland
that is suitable for rowing.
The Whau river was an important route
for waka on the portage between the
Waitematā and Manukau harbours.
Early European settlers used it as a
heavy transport route to move bricks

Front page photo: Training on the
Whau River begins before dawn.
Photo: West End Rowing Club.
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and pottery products from New Lynn
and Avondale to the city. Then, in the
1930s, crowds gathered for rowing and
powerboat events. Today, WERC is the
only regular organised water user of the
Whau River.
Saunders Reserve is the fourth base in
the Club’s 137-year history. They moved
here from Westhaven as the growing
marina restricted the training area
available. As one of a handful of rowing
clubs in Auckland, they attract members
from across the city. Training is usually
done in the early morning - around dawn
in winter. Like any sport at elite level,
training in the gym and on the water is
not for the faint hearted.
Mahé Drysdale represented NZ in his
21-year rowing career. Mahé says, “The
medals are a bonus, but rowing has
provided me so much more over the
years. It was West End Rowing Club that
got me off the couch and started me
in this wonderful sport. The club have
supported me my whole career and
given me lifelong friends”.

“

It was the West End
Rowing Club that got
me off the couch...
- Mahé Drysdale

”

WERC’s Stephen Jones has been
selected to compete in the Men’s 2
at the Tokyo Olympics this year, while
former member Charlotte Buck has
been selected for the USA Olympic
Women’s 8+.
It all starts with 17-24-year-olds being
introduced to rowing through the Club’s
‘Learn to Row’ program. WERC has
established a novice and intermediate
club program this year and it is being
run by coach Hasan Pathan. At just 19,
Hasan is already a familiar face at WERC
having served the last two years as an
assistant coach at Mt Albert Grammar
School, coaching their U15s and U16s.
Hasan says, “I’m a strong, practicing
Muslim, born and raised in NZ with
ethnic Indian heritage. I’m very fond

Novice and Intermediate Coach Hasan Pathan.

of where I come from, being able to
converse in four tongues and really
embrace my identity/religious roots.
Getting into the sport of rowing was
a complete accident. Following the
stereotypes, I accidentally went to the
wrong sport academy signup area at Mt
Albert Grammar School… was meant to
go to cricket academy but walked into
the rowing one instead. From that point
on rowing has been such a positive
influence in my life.
“Being a person of colour coming into a
rowing environment which is traditionally
white dominant, you’d expect colour to
play a part in how successful you are.
Flat out wrong. Hard work determines
how successful you are, and I could truly
thrive in that environment. Leading on
to this I rowed for a year and a half, then
coxed for another year and a half.”
In the last few years WERC has faced
challenges from some locals who are
opposed to the renewal of their lease at
Saunders Reserve. Like hundreds of other
sports clubs and organisations, WERC has
a lease on public land for their clubrooms.
Councils have traditionally granted these
leases in recognition of the work the clubs
do to promote active lifestyles.
Whau Local Board (WLB) had a public
hearing on 30 June to hear submissions.
Donna Cooper for Auckland Council
summarised the situation and answered
questions from board members.
Catherine Farmer asked several
questions until eventually Susan Zhu
objected. Chair Kay Thomas moved
the proceedings on, saying that the
issue of the lease would be covered in
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Training session on Whau River.

submissions. The rift between other
board members and Farmer was more
evident than usual.
Three objectors appeared in person.
Steve Bradley said he was an experienced
boatie and asked about public access
and signage. He did bring some humour
to the room when he misspoke about
bollards, calling them ‘bollocks’. His
suggestion was 5-year renewals for the
Club and the progressive conversion of
the clubrooms into a public facility.
Jenny Pullar submitted that the reserve
space is dominated by the Club, and it
does not adequately serve local people.
Zhu asked if by that logic, when she goes
to a sports club outside of Avondale,
whether she should be excluded for not
being local? When Pullar was asked by
Fasitua Amosa what her dream vision of
the reserve space is, Pullar said she would
go back to 2000 with no club building.
Robin Brehmer gave her conservation
credentials and questions WERC’s
commitment to the environment. Like
others, Brehmer was concerned about
access to the Kurt Brehmer walkway
that goes past the club building.
She had an interesting variation on
NIMBYism, in that she alleged that the
club was wealthy and served wealthy
people from the eastern suburbs. I got
the strong impression that there was
resentment against perceived ‘rich
pricks’. Brehmer said that WERC needs

to accept that the lease is over, pick up
their building and go away. When given
a patsy question from Farmer about
environment work by the club, Brehmer
asserted that WERC had done nothing
to improve the environment but had
rather degraded it. This was later
refuted by the WERC.
Other submissions from Freya Brehmer
and ‘Anonymous’ were read out as they
did not appear in person.

“

I got the strong impression
there was resentment against
perceived ‘rich pricks’

”

But, as a proverb says, the person who
tells one side of a story seems right, until
someone else comes and asks questions.
Harry Waalkens and Club captain, David
Vallance appeared for WERC. During the
last two decades, thousands of adults
and school kids have utilised Saunders
Reserve for rowing. They countered the
accusations that Club activity was illegal.
Waalkens said that the Club was not
elitist as half the members were school
students from diverse backgrounds, and
the three schools that are affiliated are
all state schools.
WERC cannot simply pick up its building
and go somewhere else. There are
only four suitable water locations in

Auckland: Tamaki, Henderson Creek,
Upper Waitematā, and Whau. All those
locations already host rowing clubs.
The Club has lifted its game with
environmental work in recent years.
Contrary to the accusation that it does
nothing, it participates in the annual
Whau River Cleanup organised by the
Whau River Catchment Trust (WRCT).
General manager of the WRCT, Gilbert
Brakey, says that involvement of the
Club in the annual clean-up has been
incredibly helpful.
WERC provided their seven chase boats
as safety boats for the clean-up, manned
by volunteers who have H&S certification.
All the rubbish is brought back to the
Club, who pay for disposal in a commercial
skip bin. The Club hosts a BBQ for all the
volunteers to round off the day.
WERC members have also turned out for
tree planting days. Around 1,000 trees
are planted each time. Brakey points
to the involvement of local clubs like
WERC, Te Atatu Boating Club, New Lynn
Sea Scouts and Rosebank Speedway in
helping achieve the ecological goals of
the Trust.
The outcome of the WLB hearing
into the Club’s lease was yet to be
determined at the time of going to print.
It is great to see clubs nurturing young
people into successful sports careers
and looking to be better citizens of their
local communities.
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New alcohol retailer brand for West Auckland
West Aucklanders are set to have
access to a wider range of liquor
retailers under a new move designed to
bring greater competition to the region.
For the first time in half a century,
consumers will be able to purchase
liquor in West Auckland from a retail
store that is not operated under The
Trusts brand.
The Waitakere and Portage Trusts in West
Auckland are two of 19 licensing trusts
operating in New Zealand. Each trust has
government-authorised exclusive rights
on the development of premises licenses
for the sale of alcohol in their area.
The move will see three existing Trusts
stores (Te Atatu, Blockhouse Bay and
Titirangi) become Liquorland franchises
as well as the opening of a new
outlet under the Liquorland banner in
Hobsonville.
Liquorland is one of New Zealand’s
largest specialty liquor retailers with
over 130 stores nationwide.

The Trusts will operate the four stores
as a Liquorland franchisee, following
the same purchasing model as other
franchisees and providing consumers
with access to their national promotions,
as well as Flybuys and Airpoints loyalty
programmes.
Allan Pollard, Trusts CEO, says the
move will provide increased consumer
choice and is part of a multi-milliondollar investment and transformation
programme planned for The Trusts retail
and hospitality business.
He says the new stores will operate
under a hybrid model that increases
the level of competition in the region
but retains the profits locally to support
charitable initiatives.
“Our research shows our communities
have a desire for the same retail options
as any other parts of Auckland and New
Zealand.
“At the same time we have designed
this new model to ensure profits from

stores operating under the Liquorland
brand in the area will continue to
be donated to local charities and
community groups.
“Our goal is to become a high
performing community organisation
and the provision of greater choice
for our customers is an integral part of
achieving this,” he says.
Pollard says the locations of the four
new stores have been geographically
distributed throughout the region to
ensure the majority of West Aucklanders
will live within a 5km radius.
Brendon Lawry, Liquorland NZ CEO,
says the partnership with The Trusts
will operate in the same way as their
other franchisees, bringing an increased
product range to local consumers.
“The Trusts have adopted the Liquorland
model without modification - which is a
recognition of the potential impact that
the size and scale of a national chain
will have on West Auckland,” he says.

Need funding

for your community group?

Apply for your share of $500,000.
Learn more at the trusts.co.nz/your-west-support-fund
Applications open Monday 9th August 2021
thetrusts.co.nz

The Trusts

OUR PEOPLE
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The Aroha of Maria Kelleher 19 February 1955 – 1 July 2021

By John Subritzky

The sudden passing of Countdown
Lynfield’s Checkout Manager, Maria
Kelleher, on July 1st came as a huge
shock to Countdown staff and
customers, not to mention friends
and family. I recall speaking to her just
the previous week; she put her hand
on my shoulder in a friendly gesture
and told me that the next week would
mark 20 years for her at Countdown. A
tribute desk at the store had dozens of
photos, and people queued up to sign
remembrance books.
Maria left a legacy of aroha. She
cared deeply about everyone that she
connected with, and it showed. Her goal
was always to advance others.
In 2018, Hillary Barry spent time with
Maria at Countdown for the Seven
Sharp show. While Hillary collected the
shopping trolleys and spoke to some
customers in the carpark, Maria was at
the entrance engaging with everyone.

“

What she did every day …
is nurture this community
- Hillary Barry

”

“What she also did today, and every one
of the days that she has worked here
for the last 18 years, is to nurture this
community,” said Hillary. And to Maria:
“You’re the one who is just the greatest
help to all these people.” Maria replied,
“I just care. They’re a great community!”
The sixth of ten children, Maria was
born as her mother rode a horse named
Darkie towards Rawene Hospital. Her
brother acted as midwife, then they
continued on the ride to hospital. Maria’s
dad came from Newport, Wales. Her
passions were netball and music; she
played then coached netball, and was
a lead singer with “The Trix” for 18 years.
She was also a backing singer on the
Billy T Show.
Originally working at 3Guys supermarket,
Lynfield, Maria was concerned about
whether she would get a job at the
new Countdown that was being built
in its place. She needn’t have worried.

Robin Pinner, Countdown
Support, spoke at the
tangi (funeral) of his first
impression of Maria at her
employment interview. She
was a standout with her
personality and customer
service
skills,
quickly
advancing from Lotto to
Checkout Manager, where
she was like a customer
concierge. Robin says how
deeply she cared for her
team and customers. She
had an enormous smile, and
no one was immune to her
hugs and kisses, even with
her bright red lipstick! The
funeral chapel was packed
with dozens of Countdown
workers.
Maria worked under eight
managers. She would ask
Robin “Where did you get
this one from?” or “This
one is all mixed up – they
think they’re running the
store!” She decided that she
needed to retrain them for Maria Kelleher. Photo: Sarah Trott.
Lynfield. She always wanted
to see people grow and she was like her
“It’s only words,
team’s union delegate, wanting the best
and words are all I have,
for them.
To take your heart away.”
Bernie and Maria met when he was
working on her car. She later intercepted
him as he walked home, and invited him
for dinner. That was the beginning of a
special love that they shared for 30 years,
spending every available minute together,
and sharing their enjoyment of music.
When Maria got home from work, she
would symbolically hang up her troubles
on the tree. She would then contact staff
to make sure that they had got home
safely. Bernie said she had a work ethic
that was second to none. He has lost his
best mate, friend, and companion.
Her sturdy boots were on her coffin at the
tangi. Bernie came in with his hand on
her coffin, walking with the pall bearers
as they were welcomed with a waiata.
The emotional funeral saw the crowd
singing along with the Bee Gees song
Words during a slideshow of her photos.

Maria was carried out to a rousing haka
and her coffin loaded into the back of
her beloved Toyota Landcruiser. After
people farewelled her, Bernie climbed
into the back of the truck and held her
coffin as they drove slowly off to the
crematorium. As they left, a cloud of
yellow smiley face emoji balloons was
released into the sky. Maria’s favourite
emoji symbolised her spirit.
Maria and Bernie had been impacted by
a poem they saw years ago.
“God saw you and you were weary,
He did what He thought was best.
He gently held you in His arms and
whispered,
Come in and rest.”
Maria’s last words to Bernie were “I am
just so tired.”
Her legacy is lives impacted by her love.
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Sea Scouts dominate epic land-based challenge
Trophy returns to New Lynn
By Andrew Stevens
The New Lynn Sea Scouts have taken
a short break from their winter sailing
programme to take part in a range of
land-based activities, proving they are
just as capable on land as on sea.
It was back on 20th March 1929 that Mr
W Cecil Leys presented an imposing
sterling silver trophy to the then
Auckland Central District Boy Scouts’
Association. The ‘Leys Memorial Trophy’
was then given to the Leys Institute
Troop of Boy Scouts, who immediately
put the cup up for challenge.
The original conditions laid down for
the competition involved senior scouts
and included camp craft, signalling,
ambulance, and lashing work, and was to
be competed for by a patrol of six scouts.

A few tired bodies and muddied packs at the end of the weekend competition. The winning team from New Lynn,
L-R Samuel (holding the ‘heavy plant’ sign) and Willow and Elijah holding the trophy (not pictured: Josefine).
Photo: supplied.

Over the years and into modern times
the competition has reflected the above
intent with the emphasis on scout craft
and camp craft as teams of Venturer
Scouts (aged 14-18 years) continued to
uphold the tradition set so many years
ago. With the high standards expected
of the participants, this has become the
premier Venturer award in the Auckland
Region.
The event, based around a tramping
competition, is organised by the
previous year’s winners, and takes place
over two days. This year the venue was a
private farm near Puhoi.
The members of the New Lynn Scout
Group have always looked forward to this
challenge as a test of their skills and as
an opportunity to push themselves. The
group dominated the event throughout
the 1990s but last held the trophy in
2004. The following years saw many
tightly contested events, with New Lynn
being just pipped at the line.
However, this year there was no doubt of
the result with the team from New Lynn
amassing double the number of points
of their closest rivals.
The team worked their way through
a number of bases which included a
gear check, some outdoor first aid, fire
lighting, and putting up an old canvas

The winning team from New Lynn: L-R Willow, Elijah & Samuel (Not pictured: Josefine). Photo: supplied.

tent blindfolded. An important aspect
of the competition was undoubtedly
navigation, which involved a slight
detour after miscalculating which base
they were at. This resulted in two hours
of bush-bashing in the direction they
believed the next base to be, making
their way up and down banks, over
fallen trees and through gorse. They
eventually emerged, scratched and
muddied, to a homemade tiramisu that
was commended by both judges and
fellow competitors, as well as winning
the dessert competition.
As this goes to press, teams from New
Lynn Sea Scouts and Venturers will be
competing in the Boomerang Pioneering
and Pitstop Total Exhaustion challenges.
The Boomerang tests their construction

and knotting skills while the Pitstop is a
top team style event that sets a range
of whacky challenges, added to which
the teams need to make the most of
their bribery skills so they can extract
information and equipment from the
event organisers to make the challenges
easier to complete all while carrying
around a muffler that must never touch
the ground.
The New Lynn Sea Scout Group caters
for boys and girls aged 5 - 19 years. So
if you want a slice of the action on the
water, or to go camping and explore the
awesome adventure playground that
we are blest with out West, then give
Andrew a ring on 027 6939 756 or check
out www.newlynn.seascouts.org.nz for
more details.

SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS
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What is your smile worth?
In this age of selfies and social media,
a positive self-image is worth more
than ever before. We have come a long
way in the last 100 years, when missing
teeth was the norm. It can be more
than cosmetic though. An uneven bite
can wear teeth prematurely, load up
jaws, and even lead to cracked teeth.
However, the thousands of dollars
that typically need to be invested in
orthodontics to get that perfect smile
is still a huge hurdle for many people.
I have always been committed to
looking after my teeth to try and avoid
issues in later life. We have encouraged
our children to do the same. Like many
other parents, we offered orthodontic
treatment to those in our family who
would benefit. It’s common knowledge
that such treatment is not cheap,
however until I talked to Dr Nitin
Raniga, at Auckland Orthodontics I
had not realised that orthodontics
is a specialisation of dentistry, and it
takes at least ten years to become fully
qualified. After the five-year course to
become a dentist, there is two years
of work experience before tackling the
three-year orthodontic training.
There is also a big support staff cost. As
you can see in the team photo, just one
orthodontist generates enough work
for three other clinical staff and two
administrative people. They are a great
team and most have been with Nitin for
many years; I was warmly welcomed by the
bubbly Pam on reception when I arrived.
When I asked Nitin why he got into this
career, he told me that from a young
age he was fascinated with oral health,
and he was concerned about people’s
wellbeing. Growing up in Fiji, he saw that
there was often a fear of dentistry and
the frequent tooth extractions there. This
led him into dentistry as a career. During
his first year of general study at university
he would ‘shadow’ dentists for half days
on his semester breaks to get a better
understanding of their work. He did this
especially with Dr Peter Raymond at
Blockhouse Bay Dental Centre.
Like so many other areas, technology
has brought massive changes to the
profession in recent years. At Auckland
Orthodontics, they have bought an

The Auckland Orthodontics team: L-R Grace Hinton, Debbie McVey, Brenda Boucher, Nitin Raniga, Abby Smith,
and Pam Kordina.

Intraoral Scanner to use instead of
taking moulds of teeth. This avoids the
unpleasant wait for the mould to set and
the frequent gagging reflex. Instead, the
digital image is captured and then emailed
to the lab where they use a 3D printer to
print the mould from resin. Innovations
like this have made the process a lot more
comfortable and less stressful.
Braces are no longer just the old ‘railway
tracks’ of days gone by. There is now
the ‘clear aliner’ market with the brand
Invisalign becoming better known.
As we discovered when our son went
through this process, the Invisalign are a
series of clear, nearly invisible trays that
change incrementally as the teeth are
corrected. They are removed for eating

and are less intrusive generally than the
traditional braces. People are ecstatic
with the results. In our family’s case, in
the before and after photos, the change
is astonishing.
Nitin balances his work with family life
and sports. Married in 2010, He and
Renalda have two boys aged eight
and six. He is passionate about soccer
and supports Manchester United and
Phoenix. Until he had a recent knee
injury, he played indoor soccer at the
Lynfield YMCA where there are three
teams. He also enjoys playing tennis.
Nitin and the team love looking after
locals and helping people enjoy their
smiles more. It is great to have so much
expert care available right here in the Bay.

Dentists:

Dr. Peter Raymond BDS
Dr. Haydn Gray BDS
Dr.
Neerajappointments
Anand DMD
Emergency
Dr. Jacy Lin BDS

Dr Nitin Raniga Orthodontist
BDS (Otago), DclinDent (Otago),
MOrth RSCEd, MRACDS (Orth)

6 Exminster Street, Blockhouse Bay
Ph: 09 627 3555

nitin@aucklandortho.co.nz
www.aucklandortho.co.nz

Oral Health Therapists:
Rebecca, Kinjal and Kylie

Phone: 627-9970
www.bhbdental.co.nz

3A Heaphy Street (by the roundabout)
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Awards and accolades for Avondale College
There has been cause for ongoing celebration at Avondale
College over recent months, with national and international
recognition of achievements in a variety of areas.
The year began with outstanding academic results from
NCEA and Cambridge examinations, including one student
(Chanuri Fernando) who came first in the world in the
international IGCSE Chemistry exam, and six others topping
New Zealand in their Cambridge Exams - including music
student (and Blockhouse Bay Primary and Intermediate
alumnus!), Toby Barrett!
It’s already been a great year for Toby - his band ‘Toby and the
Rest’ released their first album, and the Avondale College Jazz
Quartet, in which he plays saxophone, won the ‘Best Combo’
award at two national secondary schools jazz competitions,
in Tauranga and Wellington! The College’s music programme
continues to go from strength to strength, with the Avondale
College Gospel Choir winning two awards at the Auckland Big
Sing choral festival, along with selection to the prestigious
‘Cadenza’ festival in Rotorua in August.
Meanwhile, twelve other jazz and classical ensembles
are preparing to take part in the upcoming Auckland Jazz
Competition and the KBB Music Festival in August.

Awards for 2021, in the Excellence in Engaging category.
This award celebrates working together as a community to
transform relationships and strengthen achievement, leading
to improved and sustained outcomes for all children and
young people.
Avondale College’s Principal, Lyndy Watkinson, said that
the College’s case study of the significant gains made by
their Pasifika students over ten years was a story worthy of
celebration.
“Over the past ten years we have seen the year level appropriate
achievement of our Pasifika students climb from 51% to 90%,”
she says.
“Underpinning this success has been an interconnected
network of strategic initiatives, effective processes and
most importantly, people - which have supported our diverse
learners in achieving and sustaining excellence – both inside
and outside the classroom.”

Avondale College will be holding its Open Evening
on Wednesday 4 August from 4-7pm. Prospective
students and their families are warmly invited!

Another cause for celebration at the College was being named
as a finalist in the Prime Minister’s Education Excellence

FINALIST

PRIME MINISTER’S
EDUCATION EXCELLENCE
AWARDS 2021!

Toby Barrett

www.avcol.school.nz

4-7pm
Topping New Zealand in their CAIE exams - Hetanshi Chauhan, Mary Wang,
Chanuri Fernando (1st in World), Toby Barrett, Maya Pinto, Sei-Bon Kim

EDUCATION
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Lynfield College Student Voice!
I came to Lynfield College
because I had heard great
things about it. I live near
the school, and I know lots of
people who went there, and
they all said it was great. Me
and my family came to the
Lynfield College open day, and
we saw everything the school
had to offer. There was, and is,
so many opportunities, new
buildings and places that are
being updated all the time,
Outdoor Education students improving their kayak skills.
heaps of courses and subjects,
able to experience new environments
a range of clubs and groups, and
events and trips that weren’t offered at
and
make
incredible
friends.
intermediate.
Ashley Mar, Year 13
Lynfield College is great at offering
new things and opportunities, and with
keeping up to date on their buildings.
The school is always changing and
improving, and I think that’s what
is great about Lynfield College.
Mia Bradley, Year 9
Lynfield College has been an amazing
experience for me. It has been a place for
me to grow and learn who I am, all whilst
creating amazing memories. My favourite
part of Lynfield College is probably how
many extracurricular activities there
are. I have been able to continue to play
football, as well as try new sports such as
curling and dragon boating.

Lynfield Kapa haka student’s performing at
ASB Polyfest 2021.

Other school activities such as cultural
day, sports competitions, and quizzes
are not only extremely fun, but also
make learning much more enjoyable.
There are also many different courses
which have also allowed me to explore
my large range of interests and not feel
confined to a certain set of subjects or
career path. I have really enjoyed my time
at Lynfield College, as I have not only
been able to learn, but I have also been

YOUR LOCAL
YOUR LOCAL

College
Choice
College of
of Choice
JOIN
US!
JOIN US!

I’m a year 9 student at Lynfield College.
There were many reasons that I chose to
come here. My family and I went to the
open day and went on the tours provided.
I remember being overwhelmed by the
number of choices and opportunities, for
example, all the clubs and groups offered.
I had heard many good things about the
school that assured me of my choice.
The first couple of days were daunting
but soon we slid into a rhythm. It was
different changing schools as Lynfield
is bigger than my intermediate. So far
I’ve been involved in some different
aspects of our school such as music
lessons and sport. I feel at home here
now and enjoy sitting on our field at
lunchtime and participating in the
many activities this school has to offer.
Ella Hill, Year 9
My time at Lynfield has been wonderful
thanks to the incredible students, and
especially staff. The level of inclusivity
provided by them is unmatched, whether
it be helping Year 9s start their high
school journey, celebrating the cultural
diversity of our students’ backgrounds,
or simply a smile as you walk past them.
In and out of the classroom, the
friendliness of teachers and classmates
creates a welcoming environment for
everyone. Learning in this atmosphere
is engaging and interesting, and has
been a great experience for five years.
Meeting new people and making
memories with them is easily one
of the highlights of my time here.
Andy Davy, Year 13

School in Action Tours
School
Tours
Wednesday 28 July, 11.30
Wednesday
11.30 am
am
Friday
30
July,
11.30
am
Friday
11.30 am

Open Evening
including displays
including
displays
and interactive
interactive tours
and
tours
Monday 22 August,
August, 6.00
Monday
6.00 pm
pm
Lynﬁeld
College
Hall
Lynﬁeld College Hall

www.lynﬁeld.school.nz
www.lynﬁeld.school.nz
admin@lynﬁeld.school.nz
admin@lynﬁeld.school.nz
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Crime on the rise in the Whau
By John Subritzky

Auckland has seen increasing crime over
recent months that has led once more to
the debate about arming the Police.

In Avondale main street, a man being
chased by a car driven on the footpath,
was captured on dashcam.

Whau, and Avondale especially, have
not been immune to this trend. We
were shocked first by one shooting,
and then a second. Firearm violence
always brings fear due to the risk of
innocent bystanders getting caught in
the crossfire.

There is widespread low-level crime
though, that seems to impact even
more people. That is property damage
and thefts. Cars are being broken into,
sometimes even when there is nothing
of value in the car. The cost of replacing
windows, even if there is insurance, can
be a huge challenge for many victims
who can least afford it.

Car arsons happen intermittently,
usually relating to other criminal activity.
The arson of three cars at one property
was next level and made national news.
Some of the incidents seem to be
related to the wider Auckland disputes
over territory between gangs.
In New Lynn there were two ram raids. A
bystander reported that the ram raid of
Warehouse Stationery only seemed to
net a charity box selling chocolates. A
dairy was ram raided and the target always
seems to be tobacco. These raids are
costly in property damage to shops and
the stolen vehicles, as well as lost product.

There is also mail theft and courier parcel
theft happening. People have been
seen going through mailboxes in broad
daylight. In Blockhouse Bay, a woman
was seen sending two young children
onto a property to take a courier parcel
from the front door.
A few people can do a lot of damage, so
if they are no longer active, the number
of victims subsides dramatically. There
are some actions that we can all take to
reduce the likelihood of being impacted.
Removing all valuables and locking

Firemen extinguishing three cars on Victor St.
Photo: supplied.

cars is a great step. Putting a lock on
your mailbox helps. Directing courier
deliveries to an address where people
can receive it like a work address or
some retailers that accept parcels.
Camera surveillance systems continue
to be popular to help people feel
empowered and reveal some strange
nocturnal activity.
Community Patrols like the CPNZ can
be the eyes and ears for us all, but
currently are short of volunteers. Joining
them is one way that you could help your
community.

Become the eyes and ears of your community
By Merril Bourne

Volunteers are needed to continue
the great work Community Patrol NZ
does in our community; therefore, we
ask you to give serious thought to
joining the wonderful volunteers, who
work with police for the reduction and
prevention of crime in the Green Bay
and Blockhouse Bay areas.
The patrol was set up in 2007 after a
number of smash and grab burglaries in
the Blockhouse Bay mainstreet shopping
area, and at that time it was the first patrol
in the Auckland City Police District. Now
the Auckland Police District including

Counties Manukau and Waitematā,
proudly has a total of 34 patrols.
The police value the work patrols do
across the country, and statistics prove
that any Community Patrol presence in
the community helps to reduce crime.
Patrollers are vetted by police, trained
within the patrol, and supplied with a
uniform and ID card. Each person is only
required to do one patrol per month,
working with a fellow patroller for about
three hours, around streets, shops,
parks, schools, and beaches, in order to

CPNZ patrollers hanging out before the marshalling began for the 2020 Blockhouse Bay Santa Parade.

deter or report undesirable behaviour
such as tagging, dumping and theft, to
name a few.
More patrollers would mean more
patrols which would benefit us all.
Interested? Contact blockhousebay@
cpnz.org.nz, or go to www.cpnz.org.nz
for more information.

CPNZ patrol car.
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Your rates in action; The Lynfield bus stop flip flop
By John Subritzky
Many Lynfield residents were appalled
in early 2019 when AT started work to
remove the indented bus stop near the
shopping centre. People questioned the
wisdom of narrowing the road, which is
an issue with the centre median island
on The Avenue.
The AT consultation document stated:
“The bus layovers on The Avenue
(opposite Oriana Avenue) will be
upgraded to improve accessibility for
buses on Route 25L. The buses do not
currently line up well with the existing
kerb lines and the kerb buildout will
ensure the buses’ entry and exit are
simpler and line up to ensure pedestrian
access buses is made easier.”
When the project was completed, there
followed months of buses ploughing up
the grass on the centre median as they
manoeuvred around each other.

Now, two years later, almost every trace of
that project, including extensive concrete
areas, have been dug up and sent to
waste. The only thing left is the debt.
AT are apparently surprised by an increased
volume of buses, which is surprising in
itself considering they are in charge of
bus scheduling. Unlike residents, AT is
also surprised by an increased number
of near misses between buses and cars
since they narrowed the roadway. They
also by law now must allow their drivers a
break and a toilet stop at the terminus of
bus routes. The nearby public toilets were
upgraded earlier and now include a staffonly cubicle.
The contract for this latest change is
$252,259. The first alteration is likely to have
cost a similar amount, so there is around
half a million dollars been spent for a
modest increase in the indented bus stop.

Work in progress at the bus stop on The Avenue,
Lynfield. Photo: Beacon.

Presumably, the buses now do line up
with the indented kerb line to ensure
easy pedestrian access.

A marine reserve at our back door
By Justine Newnham

Did you know that at there is a marine
reserve between Rosebank Peninsula
and Waterview? Motu Manawa (Pollen
Island) Marine Reserve spans over 500
hectares of intertidal mudflats, tidal
channels, mangrove swamps, saltmarsh,
and shell banks.
In a marine reserve the marine life
is totally protected from fishing,
shellfish gathering and any other type
of disturbance to the marine life. The
species and habitats within the reserve
are left to grow naturally and any
degraded areas are allowed to recover.
Mangroves and saltmarsh provide a
rich feeding ground for many birds
and marine life. The white-faced
heron, pukeko, spotless crane, and the
endangered banded rail rely on the
marine reserve for their food source, as
well as several non-waders, including
the kingfisher and fernbird. Red-billed
gulls, black-billed gulls, and terns also
visit the marine reserve.
International migrants such as godwits,
knots, and sandpipers breed in North
Asian wetlands during the Northern

Motu Manawa (Pollen Island) Marine Reserve.
Photo: Justine Newnham.

Banded rail/moho-pererū, Oranihina Park, Te Atatu
Peninsula. Photo: Jeremy Painting.

spring and summer, then fly south to
avoid being frozen in winter.

eggs vulnerable to predation by rats,
cats and dogs.

The South Island pied oyster catcher
and the wrybill are national migrants,
breeding on the shingle beds of South
Island braided rivers in spring, then flying
to northern harbours and estuaries
for the late summer, autumn, and early
winter.

Protection such as pest control is
important for these birds within the
Marine Reserve. The Whau River
Catchment Trust currently have over
100 traps set up around the esplanade
reserves of the Rosebank Peninsula.

The fernbird has only a few surviving
populations in the Auckland area due
to habitat destruction of the shoreline
shrubs and coastal forest. These birds
nest close to the ground, making their

If you would like to become involved
in pest control or assist us in any way,
please contact Justine at the Whau
River Catchment Trust: Justine@
whauriver.org.nz or mobile: 021 627 864
or the office at (09) 627 3372.

12

Beacon AUGUST 2021

Lucy & Taryn

ADVERTISEMENT

A WORD FROM
‘It’s all about location,
location,
location
at
Murray Halberg Village’
One of the top drawcards
for people moving into Ryman
Healthcare’s Murray Halberg
Retirement Village is the fact it
is in the heart of their beloved
Lynfield community, say Sales
Advisors Taryn and Lucy.
“Our residents love the fact
that even though they’ve moved
into the village they can still go to
all their favourite shops and keep
their doctor and dentist and
of course stay close to family,”
says Taryn.
“Plus they get all the perks such
as having their rates, water bill
and building insurance included
in their weekly fee that remains
fixed for the duration of their
time in their apartment!”
The beauty of moving to
the Commodore Drive village
means staying close to Lynfield’s
bustling shopping centre which
includes a sizeable supermarket,
bank, medical clinic, eateries
and even a pub, but also being
just a short drive from the city
and essential services such as
Auckland Hospital.
Lucy says a good proportion of
residents moving in have lived in
the area for decades, with many
buying their section or house
when the area started to be
developed in the 60s and 70s.
In
the
current
buoyant
real estate market, this has
often translated very well for
homeowners selling up to move
into the village.
“Especially with the most recent
jumps in the market, this means
a lot of our local residents are
sitting on a veritable goldmine,”
says Lucy.
“The most recent statistics say
property prices in Blockhouse
Bay and Lynfield have risen over
35% in the last five years.
The 8.9 hectare sloping site was
owned by the Subritzky family

Murray Halberg sales advisors Lucy Caldwell and Taryn Eagle

until Ryman Healthcare bought
it and made plans to build a
retirement village.
Taryn says the slope is a
question that regularly comes
up but fortunately she finds it an
easy one to answer.
“Our very clever team have
designed the village in such a way
that you can always find a
easy path through the various
buildings and taking the lift if
the slope is too much,” she says.
Adds Lucy: “The other thing
we’ve introduced is a village
shuttle service that picks
residents
up
from
their
apartments and takes them
to the village centre for key
events such as Happy Hour,
Fine Dining evenings and our
in-house exercise Triple A classes
twice a week.
“Just knowing that this has
been factored in has made a big
difference to many,” she says.
Of course the big advantage
to being on a slope is the
view from the top – and those
residents who have moved into
apartments looking out over the
Manukau Harbour are loving
their water views.
“Even those who aren’t on
the higher levels just love their
outlook. We’re surrounded by
native bush here so it feels a
little like you’re in the middle of
an oasis.”

Not only is the external village
design a carefully considered
factor thanks to Ryman’s in-house
design team, but the look on the
interior is well thought out too.
The new apartments are kitted
out with the latest modern
kitchens with open waterfall
bench tops, beautiful floor
to ceiling marble tiles in the
bathroom and spacious living and
dining areas.
And all the communal areas
have the feel of a luxury hotel or
resort, says Lucy.
“Whether you’re popping into
the village café for a coffee,
catching up with your friends
in the craft room or settling in
to watch a movie, you can do
those things in comfort and
style because everything is so
beautifully appointed,” she says.
Taryn and Lucy are always keen
to invite people to the village
to see for themselves, and the
residents are only too happy to
share their delight at living at
Murray Halberg, such as Jan who
moved into the village at the end
of last year.
“I love it here, it’s the best
move I ever made. The staff are
fabulous, nothing is any trouble.
My family is very happy that I am
here,” she says.
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IN LYNFIELD
OUR VILLAGE WITHIN YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE.
Tucked away on Commodore Drive in Lynfield is
our Murray Halberg Retirement Village. Surrounded
by native bush and offering expansive views over
Manukau Harbour, it really is a hidden gem. With
spacious apartments at affordable prices for the
Auckland market, a visit is highly recommended.
Although a new village, Murray Halberg has already
established a strong community connection. It’s
apparent in the genuine enthusiasm we see when
new residents are welcomed into the village. The
lifestyle makes it easy to stay connected and active
because the togetherness of the village community
and top-notch amenities such as the swimming pool
and café, are right there on your doorstep.
The benefit of a supportive community, like the
one at Murray Halberg, is that it offers you a sense
of security. It’s reassuring to know that you’re
surrounded by people you know and trust, plus
there’s the added security of staff who are on site
24 hours a day. It all combines to create a lifestyle
and a community you can thrive in.

Apartments available now,
priced from $770,000
Call Taryn or Lucy for more details
or to take a tour of our village.

MURRAY HALBERG VILLAGE
11 Commodore Drive, Lynfield
627 2727

rymanhealthcare.co.nz
2711
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Craigavon Park:

The park on the edge of the West
By Lisa J Truttman
Craigavon is the western-most reserve
at Blockhouse Bay. Originally purchased
from mana whenua by Charles Robinson
in 1845, by the late 1840s it became
Crown Land, part of the 1859 subdivision
known as the South Whau township,
the Auckland Provincial Council’s
settlement where it was hoped a port
town would emerge beside the harbour.
This was not successful, so in 1884 the
Central Government gave it another go,
resurveyed the failed 1859 subdivision,
but left the land west of Connell Street
as a Crown Reserve.
The Government resurveyed the
reserve in 1896, and laid out the line of
Connaught Street. They started selling
lots from August of that year. William
Henry Smith bought four of them, around
20 acres (the Motu Moana site) that
year, and the following year three more
lots (15 acres) being more or less the
Craigavon Park site. In 1900, two more
lots were bought by Smith, followed by
a further purchase of 4¾ acres in 1905,
these last two purchases completing
what is Craigavon Park today.
In 1899 the Auckland Star described
Smith’s “block of fairly good land on the
line of the proposed canal that may some
day connect the waters of the Manukau
and the Waitemata. This gentleman has a
neat little furnished cottage close to the
beach, on the site of an old Maori pah,
and surrounded by a little bit of native
bush, in what is known as Green Bay.”
Smith was born in Ireland around 1850.
As a young man, he took up work at
a Belfast drapery store, and in 1874
at Portaferry, he married Mary Anne
Caughey, youngest daughter of a grocer
named James Caughey. The Smiths
sailed to New York immediately after,
and lived in the United States until 1879,
then returned to Belfast.
But, with William’s health deteriorating,
they decided to emigrate yet again, this
time to Auckland in 1880. Marianne (as
she now spelled her name) is said to
have set up her Smith’s Cheap Drapery
House, at the corner of Queen and

Mr W H Smith. Auckland Libraries Heritage
Collections 31-73220. Photographer: H J Schmidt

Mrs W H (Marianne) Smith nee Caughey.
Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections 31-60843.
Photographer: H J Schmidt

Airedale Streets, opposite the presentday Town Hall site, from 1880, joined in
business by her husband William from
1881. William’s obituary states, though,
that he set up the business with his
brother-in-law Andrew Clark Caughey.
Whatever really happened, Smith’s
Cheap Drapery House was in business
from the later date at least.

them, and while William Smith is said to
have planted some trees there in a bout
of bush restoration which was a trend
at the time, it was most likely that the
underlying reason for the purchases were
as a long-term capital investment. We do
have the canal schemes, in part, to thank
for both Craigavon Park’s and the Motu
Moana camp site’s existence today.

The partnership of William Smith and
Andrew Caughey, with shops on Queen
Street and at Newmarket, began in
September 1882. William Smith was for
a time a City Councillor, and like his wife
Marianne was known for his generous
philanthropy towards various ‘slum
missions’ and Christian charities. Smith
was also, though, first and foremost a
businessman. The land he owned at
Blockhouse Bay was more than just a
getaway spot, or at least that was the intent.

By 1922, Marianne Smith advertised
camping sites and cottage on “Mrs Smith’s
property” to let, for 25/- weekly plus rates.
Then, in 1929, she decided to gift part of
her Blockhouse Bay property to Auckland
City Council. When Sir James Craig,
Viscount Craigavon, Premier of Northern
Ireland and a friend of hers visited New
Zealand in November 1929, Marianne
handed the deeds to him in a ceremony,
and he in turn handed them to the Mayor
of Auckland. The park was to be named
in honour of her friend, as she wanted “to
keep an honoured Ulster name for ever
part of Auckland.” Mrs Smith also asked
for the construction of entrance gates
bearing the words “Craigavon Park.” The
gates would cost the Council £382.

Back in 1903, he joined in with the shortlived Waitemata and Manukau Canal
Promotion Company. At the time of his
death in 1912, the Whau Canal proposal
had been revived, and would be kept
going clear through most of the 1920s,
by promoter David Bruce Russell. So,
while the Green Bay land the Smiths
owned was a pleasant holiday spot for

Lord Craigavon started out as James
Craig (1871-1940), the son of a wealthy
whiskey distiller, who followed a life-
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Design created by architect Fred Tschopp for Craigavon Park, Avondale. Photo: R S Lediard. Auckland War Memorial Museum collection.

General. He was still Prime Minister of
Northern Ireland when he died peacefully
at his home in November 1940.

Plaque at Craigavon Park. Photo: Our Auckland

path that took him to the Second
Anglo-Boer War until 1900, organiser
of the paramilitary Ulster Volunteers in
Northern Ireland, a weapons smuggler
supplying Imperial Germany prior to the
First World War, and a politician. He was
made a baronet in 1918, and appointed
the first Prime Minister of Northern
Ireland in 1921. In 1927, he was created
Viscount Craigavon of Stormont.
From the 1930s he became increasingly
controversial for his anti-Catholic and
anti-Republic of Ireland views, and even
suggested to Winston Churchill during
World War II that the UK should invade the
republic by force and install a Governor-

Visiting American landscape architect
Fred Tschopp provided Auckland City
Council with a plan for the development
of Craigavon Park. He proposed
sweeping curving paths, incorporating
the existing plantations in the middle
with tree planting all along the pathways.
In 1935 the Council had decided to
lease the park for grazing to a Mr
Barker for 2/6 per month. T S Aldridge,
the Council’s superintendent of parks,
suggested in 1939 that the park should
be gradually developed, and planted with
rhododendrons and azaleas.
During World War II, the military
authorities had the use of Craigavon Park
from 1942 until 1944. In October 1944, the
Green Bay Residents and Ratepayers
Association asked for use of the park
for picnics, and as a motor camp. Strict
regulations regarding cooking facilities,
water supply, lighted pathways, and
proper sanitation stood in the way of
Craigavon Park ever being a camping

ground, or even (another idea at the time)
as a transit camp site for those waiting for
better housing. In May 1947, Barker was
let back in with his cows.
By 1961, Craigavon Park was around 75%
to 80% bush-covered, but this would
not last for long. Early in 1965, a swathe
of the regenerated bush and trees were
cut right across the width of the park,
for the installation of a power pylon.
There have been some improvements
since then, though. From 1982 Craigavon
Park has been part of the Te Ara o Tiriwa
walk linking Avondale South Domain
(now Gittos Domain) with Craigavon
Park and Green Bay via Te Whau Point.
Play equipment has been upgraded
three times since 1988. Old pines were
removed in 2005, allowing for native trees
to replace them.
As a regenerated semi-wilderness, scene
of controversies over usage, reports
of suspicious activity amid peripheral
greenspace, it seems that Craigavon
Park’s future will always be, at least in the
foreseeable future, as the Park on the
Edge of the West.
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From one Olympian to another
On the face of it, a Lynfield retirement
village seems an odd choice of venue
to announce Andrea Anacan as the first
New Zealander to ever compete in karate
at the Olympic Games. Not so strange,
however, given Ryman Healthcare’s
partnership with the New Zealand and
Australian Olympic teams, and that the
village is named after another famous
Kiwi Olympian, Sir Murray Halberg.
At the function, Olympic medal winner
Barry Magee, himself a resident at the
village, presented Anacan with a fern
to formally welcome her to the Olympic
team.
Barry won a bronze medal at the Rome
Olympics in 1960 for the marathon
event, but he was happy to prove that he
can learn some new tricks, with Andrea
taking him and the residents and media
gathered through some basic kata drills.
Now 87, Barry still offers running advice
to aspiring athletes around the world
and, having also competed at the Tokyo
1964 Olympic Games, he offered his
advice to Andrea for her time there.
“The Olympics are a rare honour and
blessing. There may be laughter, there
may be tears, but celebrate the moment
and the challenge, the inspiration, the
excitement, and the adventure.
“I will never forget the feeling of
walking out with my teammates at
my first games. And remember, once
an Olympian, always an Olympian –
congratulations!”
Andrea said she was honoured to
represent New Zealand and karate.
“It means the world to me to be part of
this New Zealand team,” said Andrea.
“I didn’t ever dream of going to the
Olympics when I started this sport, it’s
been a bit of a surprise to be honest.

Barry Magee presents a fern to Andrea Anacan, with Alexis Pritchard (left).

“There’s been a lot of hard work, I can’t
quantify the hours that me and my sensei
have put in, we never could have imagined
this, but I couldn’t be more excited.”
Andrea took up karate as a four-year-old,
when her mum offered her the choice of
either taking ballet or karate lessons.

“Some amazing technologies are
being put into use, including artificial
intelligence, augmented reality and
multi-participant digital connection
across time zones,” he said.

She thanked her sensei and her family for
their support to get her to Tokyo.

“We have got more than 700 entries
from across 41 locations who will
be competing in cycling, walking,
swimming, bowls and Quiznastics.”

Ryman Chief Executive Gordon MacLeod
said the aim of the partnership was
to highlight the strong support of the
whole Ryman community for exceptional
athletic achievement at every age and
ability.

Anacan’s selection was announced by
NZ Olympic Committee member and
Olympian Alexis Pritchard, who was the
first woman to represent New Zealand
in boxing, and competed at the London
Olympics.

“We decided to bring the games
experience to our villages with residents
competing against each other in
a selection of activities in our own
‘Olympics@Ryman,” MacLeod said.

“Andrea has put in a huge amount of
work to get to this point, and we look
forward to seeing her wear the fern and
step into the Olympic dojo in Japan,”
she said.

“The aim is to combine the values of
friendship, excellence and respect with
pioneering new technology to push
the boundaries of what is possible, also
encouraging positive ageing and well-being.”

The kata competition begins on 5
August in Nippon Budokan, an indoor
venue located in Tokyo’s Kitanomaru
Park which hosted judo events at the
1964 Tokyo Olympic Games.

Auto SUPER SHOPPE Hillsborough | 09 626 2026
Repairs, WOFs, Tyres
Classic car & bike
specialist
Auto Electrical

Peter Scherf

421 Hillsborough Rd

www.autosupershoppes.co.nz
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Central’s Tips

August 2021

Plant potatoes to crop in time for Christmas dinner, and get the seed sowing underway
(indoors). Do some herb garden maintenance, and sow mesclun for summer salad.
Snails are wintering over, so go on the attack!

In the Edible Garden

• Prepare a potato patch – plant sprouted seed
potatoes by digging a trench and cover lightly
with soil. Every few weeks ‘hill’ up the soil,
covering the foliage to leave only the last set
of leaves

The rest of the Garden
• Get the flower colour you want: hydrangea
flower shades reflect the type of soil they are
growing in: for blue flowers, spread
aluminium sulphate (often sold as hydrangea
blueing tonic) around the bushes. For pink
flowers, use lime around them instead. But
remember, white flowers stay that way

• Sowing seeds indoors or under cover is
a great way to feel like you’re starting the
summer vegetables. Start tomato, capsicum,
eggplant and zucchini seeds now

• It’s also pruning time for hydrangeas
and hibiscus. Thin out the dead wood and cut
back to budding leaf nodes, making
clean cuts

• Herb garden maintenance: lift and trim the
roots of mint, then replant. Herbs such as
thyme and rosemary can be trimmed and
tidied

• Mesclun and rocket can be sown directly now,
in preparation for mixed leaf summer salads

• Snails will be wintering over in old cabbage,

• Late August is a great time to plant hedges
and perennial borders. Mulch after planting

• Clear areas in the garden where bulbs and

kale and silverbeet leaves. Cull them or use
bird friendly bait to restrict their populations

deciduous plants are beginning to emerge
through the soil – this exposes them to light
and sun and encourages growth

Everybody digs free loan trailers.
Getting into the garden as spring approaches? There are plenty of free loan trailers available at
Central Landscape Supplies Avondale, so you can get stuck into that project you’ve been waiting
all winter to do! Open 7 days.

Central Landscape Supplies Avondale

Open 7 days • 09 828 5533
419 Rosebank Rd, Avondale, Auckland
avondale@centrallandscapes.co.nz

www.centrallandscapes.co.nz
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AUGUST
Did you know…

Library opening hours:

Each of our libraries have their own page within the Auckland Libraries
website? Simply Google your library’s name, eg “Avondale Library” to find
your library’s page. Once there you will see all the services and upcoming
events for that library.
Our libraries also have their own individual Facebook pages as well. Make
sure you follow them to stay up to date with all their activities and notices.

Check pages 20-21 for regular library events.

Monday-Friday 9am-6pm
Saturday 10am-4pm
Sunday 12pm-4pm
(New Lynn 10am-4pm)

Makey Makey Madness. Mon 30,
3.15pm-4.30pm. Come and experiment
with our Makey Makey kit and experience
the sensational science of circuits.

Adults

Avondale Library
93 Rosebank Road
facebook.com/avondalelib
For bookings email
avondalelibrary@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
Kia ora koutou let’s enjoy our last winter
month by getting cosy with some winter
warming activities and programs at
Avondale Library.

Winter Makerspace events

Lego. Mon 2, 3:15-4:30pm. Build and
Destroy at our monthly Lego session.
Ages 5+.
Badgemaking. Mon 9, 3:15pm-4:30pm.
We are getting the badge maker machine
out again so you can get creative and
wear your flair!
Scent Sachets. Mon 16, 3:15pm-4:30pm.
Have the sweetest smelling sock drawer
on the street! We will be sewing up a
storm making DIY scent sachets. Come
and join us. Ages 5+.

Job Café. Every Thursday 10am-12pm.
Update your CV, get job seeking and
career advice from the wonderful team
at Whau Ace. Tea and coffee provided.
English Conversation Group. Every
Thursday 10-11:30am. Would you like to
improve your English skills? Join our
free sessions, meet other learners, and
connect with your community in a safe
and fun environment.
Māori Conversation Group. Every Fri
11am-12pm. Practise te Reo Māori in
a relaxed setting with speakers from
various levels. Fluent speakers and
learners are invited to come and enjoy
conversation, company, and coffee. Tea
and coffee provided.

Book a Sewing Machine. Ongoing
Weekends. We have a sewing machine
that is available to use in the library and
basic assistance with projects can be
available. Talk to a librarian to book in a
time, or send us an email.

Other Services
Poetry Art. Mon 23, 3.15pm-4.30pm. To
celebrate National Poetry Day (27/08/21),
we are going to compose some poems
and then turn them into beautiful visual
artworks.

Blockhouse Bay Library
578 Blockhouse Bay Road
facebook.com/blockhousebaylibrary
For bookings email blockhousebaylibrary
@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
Blockhouse Bay has some great events
lined up for August. Come in out of the
cold and get busy with our activities.

Adults

Free Tiriti o Waitangi workshop. Fri 6,
9.00am-4.30pm. Explore a key element
of our history with this intensive
introduction to Te Tiriti o Waitangi –
the Treaty of Waitangi. Run by Tauiwi
facilitators from Tangata Tiriti – Treaty
People. This workshop will be run in the
main hall at Blockhouse Bay Community
Centre. For more information and
to book your place, please contact
the library by phoning 09 377 0209 or
emailing us.

Get ready to ride with Auckland Council’s
new cycle and walkway maps! These
maps show all the cycle paths around
Auckland, so you can find the best and
safest route for your next ride. The stand
is located in the foyer at Avondale library
and has maps for the whole of Auckland.
Food waste workshop.
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Kids

How Tuesday. Tuesdays 4-5pm. Craft,
design, create, try something new at
How Tuesday. Ages 5+.
Brain Play Free 3D Printing Workshop.
Thu 12, 4-5pm. Come and join us for a
free 3D printing workshop. Like us on
Facebook to keep up to date with this
and other events!

Makey Makey Workshop. Wed 11, 3.154.15pm. Did you know that you can make
music with bananas? Try your hand making
music with our new Makey Makey set and a
variety of objects. A workshop for kids and
adults of all ages. No bookings required.
Family History Badgemaking. Sat 21,
10am-4pm and Sun 22, 12-4pm. Make
your own badge to celebrate Family
History Month! Bring a small family
photo 6x6cm and turn it into a badge!
For all ages. No bookings required.

Exciting new kids’ clubs
Kids’ Book Club. Sat 14, 2-3pm. Bring
your own choice of book to discuss with
other kids who like reading. This is a new
club starting on 14 August and will run
on the second Saturday of every month.
For kids aged 9-12. You must be able to
read chapter books.
Kids’ Comic Book Drawing Club. Sun
29, 2-3pm. Do you like making comic
books? Come along to our new kids’ club
and have some fun making comic books
together. This is a new club starting on 29
August and will run on the last Sunday of
every month. For kids aged 8-11 years.
Pokémon Trading Cards. Fri 3 September
3.30-4.30pm. Are you a Pokémon trading
card fan? Would you like to meet other
kids who like trading Pokémon cards?
This is a new club starting on 27 August
and will run on the first Friday of every
month. Come along and have fun!
For all events, a parent or guardian
must stay with children aged under 14
years.

Rainbow Youth drop-in sessions. Every
first and third Thursday of the month
4-5:30pm. Come see Ary, Neihana and
Sherry, our homelessness and trans
support workers. They will support
young people to access safe housing
and trans information/support.
Kanorau Digital. Come and learn basic
digital skills, for absolute beginners –
Free. Two sessions running in August,
please check our Facebook or phone
Kanorau 0800 526 672.
Whānau Reo New Lynn. Join us to
practice Te Reo Māori, by playing reo
games, cuppa, bikkie and a chat. Running
weekly. Please check our Facebook for
information on dates and times.
Rongoā Workshops. Thursdays (5, 12,
19, 26 Aug), 11.30am – 1pm. Māori healing
and medicine. This workshop provides
a peek into the world of Rongoā Rākau.
Traditional Māori healing. We will
discuss key philosophies, principles,
and processes of Rongoā and explore
why the ngahere is the best place to
learn about the gifts of our tuākana.

Kids

Kids Knitting. Mondays 3:30-4:30pm.
Learn to knit with the help of our expert
knitters. Bring along your own project or
start one with us. Ages 8+.

New Lynn War Memorial Library
3 Memorial Drive
facebook.com/NewLynnLibrary
For bookings, email
newlynn.library@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Adults

Book Lovers Club. Wed 18, 11am-12pm.
Come along to meet new friends and
discuss your latest favourite reads.
Community run.
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T: 09 826 3937
M: 027 404 0129
19 Cutler Street, New Lynn, Auckland.

Reggis Rego

CA, CPP, MBA, BCom.

reggis.ca@gmail.com
www.bizaide.co.nz
Tax returns - Income Tax, GST, FBT.
Accounting - Cost & Management.
Business Advisory Services.

NZ Book Awards Party. Sat 7, 4:306:30pm. Come and celebrate the 2021
awards for the best New Zealand books
for Children and Young Adults with
the Waitākere and Whau Community
Libraries. Visit your local library to book
now! Suitable 5+.

Deborah Russell
MP for New Lynn

Community catch ups
As your lo al P, m een to ee in tou h to
dis uss lo al issues, go ernment oli y,
usti e o the Pea e a li ations and
ro osed hanges to legislation you ould
li e to dis uss any o these matters, lease
onta t my o i e on
, or email me
at ne lynn m
arliament go t n
y o i e sta ill assist you initially and,
i re uired, ill arrange an a ointment or
minute
you to meet ith me or a
at h u . hese a ointments are held on
Mondays mornings at my ele torate o i e
reat orth Rd, A ondale. he o i e
is a essible and handy to ubli trans ort
/DeborahRussellLabour
@beefaerie

Authorised by Dr Deborah Russell,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington
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Advertise your non-profit community event here for free! Email kerrie@bhb.nz
CLASSIFIEDS

(FROM $20+GST)

Karls Mowing Lawns, hedges, weed spraying,
garden tidy up, garden waste removed.
Reliable. Phone 022 199 3133.
What did the janitor say when he jumped out
of the closet? “Supplies!”
Learn to Dance a fusion of Latin & Hustle!
Beginners - Social Partner Dancing. Every
Wednesday 7pm at BHB Community Centre.
Drop In class, no need to book. No experience
necessary. Phone Colin 021 0363 249 or
Hannah 021 576 210.

WHERE IT’S AT:
BHB = Blockhouse Bay
GB = Green Bay
NL = New Lynn
BHBCC = Blockhouse Bay Community Centre,
524 BHB Rd, Blockhouse Bay.
GBCH = Green Bay Community House,
1 Barron Drive, Green Bay.
NLCC = New Lynn Community Centre,
45 Totara Ave, New Lynn.

AUGUST
Sun 1 West Auckland District Tramping
Club Shakespear Regional Park at the tip of the
Whangaparaoa Peninsular, is an open sanctuary.
Enjoy the working farm setting. Home to three
walks. Phone Jill first on 021 294 5700. Details
westaucklandtrampingclub.co.nz.
Sat 7 Avondale-Waterview Historical Society
meets 2pm St Ninians Hall, St Georges Rd,
Avondale. Meetings every 2nd month, on 1st Sat.
Open to all. Avondale.org.nz for details.
Sun 8 West Auckland District Tramping Club
Get on your bike for a cruise around some of
Henderson’s trails and take the NW causeway to Pt
Chevalier and back. Phone Pam first on 838 5186.
Details westaucklandtrampingclub.co.nz.
Sat 14 Community Market 7am-12noon at
BHBCC. 2nd & last Saturdays each month.
Sun 15 West Auckland District Tramping Club
Duders Regional Park. An amazing walk around one
of the parks in SE Auckland. Phone John, first on
622 0436. Details westaucklandtrampingclub.co.nz.
Sat 21
New Lynn Lions Monthly Book Sale 8am-4pm at
New Lynn Friendship Club, 3063 Gt Nth Road, New
Lynn (down the driveway). All books, DVDs, CDs,
videos and jigsaw puzzles just $1. Magazines 5 for
$1. Drop off books for donation Thursdays between
9 & 11am or on the day.
West Auckland District Tramping Club (Sat)
Mahurangi/Te Muri Regional Park. Starting at
Sullivan’s Bay we will work our way to Te Muri Park.
Expect foreshore walking, hills, a stream crossing,
and great views. Phone Ralph first on 558 5804.
Details: westaucklandtrampingclub.co.nz
Friends of Wairaki Stream volunteer day
9:45am – 12:15pm. Location TBC. Updates at
www.wairakistream.com or Facebook.com/
FOWairakiStream

Tues 24 Auckland Grey Power 10.30am-12noon at
Icoco Café in Blockhouse Bay Village. All welcome,
coffee and chat, bring your knitting if you’d like.
Sat 28
Community Market 7am – 12noon at BHBCC.
2nd & last Saturdays each month.
BHB Village Market From 8.30am, along
mainstreet on BHB Rd. Contact Jodie Judd
manager@blockhousebay.org or ph 09 626 5081.
Last Saturday of each month.
Sun 29 West Auckland District Tramping Club
Karamatura. Check out the 1200 something steps
on this Waitakere Ranges walk opened 2020.
Lunch at Donald McLean where you can get some
great photos. Phone Sandra, first on 827 7849.
Details: westaucklandtrampingclub.co.nz

SEPTEMBER
Sat 4 Car boot sale for Iona Girl Guides & Rangers
9am-2pm, Iona Church hall and carpark. Indoor
and outdoor spaces available, $25 each. To secure
your spot email kinstrysmythe@gmail.com (limited
spaces, get in quick!)
Sun 5 New Lynn Market on Portage 9am-2pm
34A Portage Rd, New Lynn (5 mins walk from
LynnMall). 1st Sun/month year-round, rain/shine.
Undercover indoor-outdoor space. Food, music,
crafts, entertainment. Hosts: Rampant Coffee
Company. FB @New Lynn Market on Portage.
Sun 19
Brunch at French Bay - Food Truck Sundays
9am-2pm at French Bay Yacht Club. A stunning
location for some of the best street food and live
music in Auckland. A zero-waste event. Updates:
facebook.com/Greenbaystreetfood
The Fair: Antiques, Collectables and Crafts
9.30am-2pm at BHBCC. Large collection of
antiques, collectables, memorabilia, and crafts. $2/
adult. Proceeds towards Armanasco House.
Sat 25 Lynfield Community Fun Day ‘Blast
from the Past’. Save the date! Calling expressions
of interest from stallholders and entertainers,
community groups, volunteers. Contact Ella Kumar
021 047 7642 or Terry Connor 021 056 7161
Tues 28 Auckland Grey Power 10.30am-12noon at
Icoco Café in Blockhouse Bay Village. All welcome,
coffee and chat, bring your knitting if you’d like.

REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
MONDAYS
Rhymetime 10:30-11am at NL Library. Music and
rhyme, great for language development, movement,
and co-ordination. 18m - 3yr. Term time.
Knitting for kids Ages 8+. 3.30 - 4.30pm at NL
Library. Wool and needles provided. Term time.

TUESDAYS
Green Bay Community Playgroup
9am-11.30am at GBCH. $4 per family, under
6months free. Tues & Thurs, term time.
Wriggle & Rhyme for infants and toddlers
9:30-10am, 10:30-11am at Avondale and NL
Libraries. Promotes active movement for early
learning. Suitable 18 months and under. Term time.
Armanasco House situated next to BHB Library,
is one of the Bay’s early settler houses and is open
10am-2pm for public interest and information.
Greater Auckland Chorus All-female a cappella
and barbershop chorus rehearses Tuesday nights
in Epsom. www.greateraucklandchorus.com
West Auckland Ladies Craft group
6:30-8:30pm Rosebank School Hall. Bring your
crochet, sewing, artwork etc. along for inspiration
and new friendships. Cost $2. Oreen 021 0297 6012.
Housie at BHB Community Centre. Sales from
6.30pm. 7.30-10pm.
Western Districts Women’s Dinner Club
meets monthly for dinner & speaker, Bricklane
Restaurant, NL. Visitors welcome. Ph Anne
021 293 3833 or 627 1416.

WEDNESDAYS
Wriggle & Rhyme for 0-2-year olds
9.30 @ BHB Library. Songs, rhymes, and gentle
exercise to music for babies and toddlers. Term time.
Mainly Music for 0-4-year-olds
9.30am @ BHB Baptist, 504 BHB Rd. Singing,
dancing, craft, morning tea. Ph Mary 828 9027.
Friendship Centre All seniors welcome. 9.30am12.30pm (term time). Avondale Baptist Church Hall,
Cnr New North & BHB Bay Rds. Ph 09 631 5968.
Green Bay Art Group 9.30-11.30am at GBCH.
$3 donation, bring your own project along. All art
mediums & styles welcome. Term time.

REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS

Creative Colouring Class 9.30am-11.30am at
GBCH. $3 donation, bring your own books and
materials. Term time.

MONDAYS

Knitting and Crochet Group 9.30am-12noon at
GBCH. $3 donation. Swap patterns and share ideas.
Free lessons! Term time.

Pickleball 10am-12 noon at Lynfield YMCA. More
info at pac.org.nz.

Rhymetime 10-10.30am at Avondale Library.

Puzzle Club 10am-12pm at GBCH. Meet other
puzzle lovers, enjoy peaceful puzzle time. Puzzles,
tea, coffee provided. Gold coin donation per class.

Church Service with Communion 10am at
Church of the Saviour, 2 Kinross St, BHB.
“Best morning tea in the Bay”.

Mandarin English bilingual storytime
10:30-11am at Avondale Library. Term time.
图书馆每周五的中文故事会欢迎所有小朋友
及家长的共同参与。通过讲故事，唱儿歌，
念童谣，一起度过欢乐的30分钟。

Storytime 10-10:30am at New Lynn Library. Enjoy
stories, rhymes and songs, encouraging a love of
books. Suitable for kids aged 3-5 years. Term time.

Pickleball 10am-12noon at Lynfield YMCA. More
info at pac.org.nz.
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REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
WEDNESDAYS
Job Café 10-11am Avondale Library. CV assistance,
career counselling and job search assistance, run
by Whau Ace.
Rhymetime Storytime 10am-10:30am at Avondale
Library. Term time.
500 card game Played 12.30-2.30pm at the BHBCC.
Friendly group, looking for more players. Contact
Noel Johnston on 627 8306.
Māori Conversation Group 2-3pm at Avondale
Library. Term time. Practice Te Reo Maori in a
relaxed setting with fellow learners of all levels.
Nau mai, haere mai.
Social Partner Dancing with Move Dance Co.
at BHBCC. No experience necessary and no
partners required. 7pm Beginners, followed by
social dancing. Beginners’ concession available,
casual $15. Ph Hannah, 021 576 210.

THURSDAYS
Green Bay Community Playgroup 9am-11.30am
at GBCH, $4 per family, under 6m free. Tues &
Thurs, term time.
Friendship Centre All seniors welcome.9.30am12.30pm term time. BHB Baptist Church Hall, 504
BHB Rd. Ph 09 631 5968 for further information.
Friendship Club 1-3pm at GBCH. Everyone
welcome, meet new friends, share a laugh and a
cuppa. Gold coin donation. Term time only.
Job Café 10-11am Avondale Library. CV assistance,
career counselling and job search assistance, run
by Whau Ace.
Preschool Storytime 10.30 @ BHB Library. Free
and fun, literacy development through stories and
songs. Term time.
Community Singers Blockhouse Bay Practice
from 12.30-2.30pm at BHBCC, and sing at rest
homes monthly. Contact Anne Rogers phone
626 7040 or email ruth52@outlook.co.nz
Knitting Circle 1-3pm at BHB Library. BYO knitting
needles and wool, join others in casual knitting
group sessions for all levels. Experienced knitters
available to help.
Family History drop-in workshop 2-4pm at NL
Library. 3rd Thurs/month. Get help with online
family history resources from our research librarian.
Register at desk/message us on FB.
Zumba Fitness for all ages 6.15-7.15pm New
Windsor Primary School Hall. Instructor Evelina
Collins. Term time only. Contact Shelly 021 743 549.
Pickleball 6.45pm-8.45pm at Mt Albert YMCA.
More info at pac.org.nz.

FRIDAYS
Pickleball 10am-12noon at Mt Albert YMCA.
More info at pac.org.nz.
Book Club 10:30am-12pm at BHB Library, 3rd Fri/
month. Discuss what you’ve been reading, find
new books.
Mandarin Storytime Fridays 11-11:30am at
New Lynn Library. Stories, rhymes and music in
Mandarin. Term time.
Māori Conversation Group 11am – 12pm,
Avondale Library. Practice te reo Māori with other
speakers of the language. Tea/coffee provided.

FRIDAYS
Social Indoor Bowls 11am – 2.15pm, Western Hall,
38 Portage Road, New Lynn. Beginners welcome.
First two visits free, then $3. Ph Bill 627 3113.
Food Pantry open 1-3pm at BHB Baptist Church.
Momiji Japanese Kids Playgroup
3.30-5.30pm at GBCH. First visit free. Contact
momojiplaygroupnz@gmail.com.
Chess For Success 3.30-5pm at Avondale Library.
All levels and ages welcome. Term time only.
Ruh ki Baarish led by Pastors Anil and Reena Kant
and the Hills Satsung Team. 7pm every Friday at
Hills Church, 179 Hillsborough Rd.
West Auckland Men’s Rebus Club Meets 2nd
Friday every month, 10am, New Lynn Friendship
Hall, 3063 Gt Nth Rd. Guest speaker. Morning tea
provided. Visitors welcome. Ph Laurie 820 2234.

SATURDAYS
BHB-Lynfield Lions Club sausage sizzle
9am–1pm for Lions Projects. Last Sat/month
outside BHB ASB. Meat or vegetarian, plus books
and other goodies.
Bollyworx 9-10am at St. Mary’s School Hall,
2134 Grt Nth Rd, Avondale. Fun-filled exercise to
Bollywood music. Baptist on 021 815040.
Family Storytime 11-11:30am at Avondale
Library. Term time.
Free Dinner 2nd Saturday of the month, 5-7pm, at
Iona Presbyterian Church hall, 38 Donovan St BHB.
All welcome. For more info ph 09 627 9845.

CHURCH SERVICES
Courageous Church 9 St Jude St, Avondale.
connect@courageous.nz. Sundays 10am.
Encounter Church 495 Rosebank Road,
Avondale, Ph. 820 8231,
Email office@encounter.org.nz.
Sundays 10am + 6pm – children and youth
programmes provided.
Hosanna Avondale Baptist Church
1288 New North Road, Avondale Ph. 09 828 0182.
10am. Children’s Ministry 10.30am. Coffee and
fellowship afterwards.
Iona Presbyterian Church 38 Donovan Street,
BHB Ph. 09 627 9845. Sundays, 10am service.
Lynfield Community Church 35 The Avenue,
Lynfield. Ph 09 626 4141. Sundays, 9:30am service.
St. Austells Uniting Church (Methodist/
Presbyterian) 35 Margan Avenue, New Lynn.
Ph. 09 827 4360. Email staustells@xtra.co.nz.
Sunday service 10am. Other activities on website.
St Dominic’s Catholic Church 34 Bolton St,
BHB ph 09 626 6207. Weekend Masses: Saturday
vigil 6pm; Sunday 8am & 9:30am. Weekday
Masses: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9:15am;
Wednesday 7pm.
St Jude’s Anglican Church 27 St Jude Street,
Avondale p: 020 4079 4554, Sundays 8am and
9am.

SUNDAYS
Book a Sewing Machine Basic assistance with
projects is available if needed. Talk to a librarian to
book in a time. Avondale Library.
New Lynn Market on Portage
9am-2pm 34A Portage Rd, New Lynn (5 mins walk
from LynnMall). First Sunday each month all year
round, rain/shine, fully undercover indoor-outdoor
space’. Food, music, crafts, entertainment, local
fundraising groups and initiatives. Hosted by
Rampant Coffee Company. Facebook
@New Lynn Market on Portage.
The Fair: Antiques, Collectables and Crafts
9.30am-2pm at BHBCC. Large collection of
antiques, collectables, memorabilia, and crafts.
$2/adult. Proceeds towards Armanasco House.
3rd Sundays, Jan, Mar, May, July, Sep, Nov.
Knitting and Crochet fortnightly 3-5pm at GBCH.
Knitting and crochet for fun. Swap patterns and
share ideas. $2 donation.

Loans made simple.
My service
comes at
no cost
to you.

CHURCH SERVICES
BHB Baptist 504 BHB Rd. Ph 09-626 6980.
Sundays 10am Worship and teaching for all ages,
6.30pm worship, teaching and coffee.
BHB Community Church 76 Dundale Ave, BHB.
Ph 09 626 6284. Sundays, 10.30 am service.
Church of the Saviour 2 Heaphy St, BHB.
Ph 627 8779. 9am Communion service. 11am Café Style church. 1.30pm - Mandarin service.
4pm - Interdenominational Service.

Prateek Malhotra
Mortgage Adviser
Ph 021 424 119

prateek.malhotra@loanmarket.co.nz
loanmarket.co.nz/prateek-malhotra
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Lynfield College excels in Cloud Skills Challenge
The bleeding-edge of digital technology
was no problem for the three Lynfield
College students, who have taken
out the top places in the national NZ
Secondary Cloud Skills Challenge for
2021!
Kaelem Chandra (1st overall), Rielly
Moore (2nd) and Harbour Wang (3rd)
were among hundreds of secondary
students who participated in the first
NZ Secondary Schools Cloud Skills
Challenge, a challenge which consists of
technology learning modules aimed at
IT professionals and university students
trying to enter the rapidly growing cloud
computing space. The Lynfield College
students gained the highest scores in
the national competition, which tested
their knowledge and creative thinking
skills in across multiple disciplines
such as Artificial Intelligence, Microsoft
Azure, Microsoft 365 Administration and
Automation.

L-R Jonathan Jansen (NZIQ), Rielly Moore, Kaelem Chandra, Harbour Wang and Principal Cath Knell.

Participants had to complete advanced
learning modules provided by the
Microsoft Learn network, complete
exercise labs and then independently
validate their knowledge by sitting a
Microsoft Certified Fundamental exam
which is an internationally recognised
industry certification used to prove an

“Microsoft have hosted Cloud Skills
Challenges internationally throughout
the year and seen some great
engagement at a university level. When
we proposed running a Secondary
School Division, we really weren’t sure
how high school students would hold up

individual has the adequate skills for
employment.
The competition was hosted online by
New Zealand Industry Qualifications
(NZIQ) and Microsoft NZ. According to
Jonathan Jansen of NZIQ, the decision
to include a secondary school division
was a last-minute decision.

MOVIE REVIEWS
Movie Review #4876

Gritty Netflix tale of bank heists, police
corruption, and teen drama in that
order as events unfold over a 15-year
period whilst switching perspective
from one sub-story to another.

and no real painfully squeaky-clean
participants. It nicely interconnects
the characters and all the pieces of the
puzzle and offers an air of predictable
unpredictability at the same time.

Some good names too, with Ryan
Gosling, Bradley Cooper and Eva
Mendes headlining and veterans Ray
Liotta and Harris Yulin amongst the
supporting cast.

All in all, an interesting outing; a little
different from the norm but certainly
worth a look if you want a move away
from the usual cops and robbers fare.

8.5/10
More reviews at:
bhb.nz/movie-reviews-with-geoff

“We were incredibly impressed with
what New Zealand students were able to
achieve. In a rapidly emerging industry,
the demand for cloud skills is already
immense. The quality of all participating
students from across New Zealand was
very encouraging and shows that our
students are prepared to challenge,
innovate and create for the future.”
Principal Cath Knell said she was
delighted that Lynfield College students
had achieved so highly and that these
results would surely inspire even more
students to participate in the future.

by Geoff Horne

The Place Beyond the Pines

Ambition to excess is the common
theme across the proceedings with
everyone in on the self-promotion action

against the advanced material,” he says.
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for volunteer visitors for their
Visiting Service.
To find out more
call Jennie on
(09) 820 2714
www.ageconcernauckland.org.nz
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Insert the missing letter to complete an
eight-letter word reading clockwise or
anticlockwise. Previous solution: ANOREXIA

1
3

Puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

WordBuilder

WordBuilder

How many words of three or more
letters, including plurals, can you
make from the six letters, using
each letter only once? No foreign
words or words beginning with
a capital are allowed. There's at
least one six-letter word.

WordWheel
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Fill in the missing letter
to make an eight-letter
word which can read
either clockwise or
anticlockwise
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Across: 1. Correspondence, 10. Hides, 11. Millennia, 12. Incense, 13. Timpani,
14. Stoop, 16. Intuition, 19. Colleague, 20. Excel, 22. Abridge, 25. Swagger, 27.
Splendour, 28. China, 29. Recommendation.
Down: 2. Old school, 3. Risen, 4. Simpering, 5. Owlet, 6. Dreamlike, 7. Ninja, 8.
Elation, 9. Chains, 15. Pseudonym, 17. Treasured, 18. Incognito, 19. Coarser,
21. Lariat, 23. Relic, 24. Evoke, 26. Ascot.

Sudoku

3

3
9
1
5
4
6
7
2
8

Down
2. Traditional (3,6)
3. Advanced, moved
higher (5)
4. Coy (9)
5. Young owl (5)
6. Surreal (9)
7. Japanese assassin
(5)
8. Delight (7)

9. Fetters (6)
15. Alias (9)
17. Much loved (9)
18. Under an
assumed identity (L)
(9)
19. Rougher (7)
21. Lasso (6)
23. Outdated object
(5)
24. Bring to mind (5)
26. Type of cravat (5)

2

IMPACTED

27. Great or dazzling
brightness (9)
28. Porcelain (5)
29. Endorsement (14)

Across
1. Communication
(14)
10. Conceals (5)
11. Thousands of
years (9)
12. Infuriate (7)
13. Kettledrum (7)
14. Hunch over (5)
16. Instinctive
understanding (9)
19. Workmate (9)
20. Stand out (5)
22. Shorten (7)
25. Strut (7)

1

Ail, aim, amyl, fail,
FAMILY, fay, film, filmy,
flam, flay, fly, lam, lay,
limy, mail, may, yam.

Quick crossword
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Matariki celebration creates connections
By Tony Rea

Kites flying high signaled the start of
Matariki celebrations in New Windsor
on 3rd July. Whaea (auntie) Jackie
Wilson welcomed the crowd on the
school field with a powerful karanga
(welcome call) supported by waiata
(song) with her daughter Jayla. Whaea
Jackie emphasized the importance of
Matariki as a time to acknowledge those
who have passed on, celebrate coming
together, and planning for the future.
A large crowd enjoyed a range of
activities from the bouncy castle and
slide to the tugs of war, parachute games
and volleyball. Learning how to fly the

colourful kites in the gentle breeze was
a favourite – flying of kites to welcome
Matariki is an ancient Polynesian
tradition.
Local people sold a range of products at
the market stalls ranging from organic
hair products to cacti. The Parent Teacher
Collective bake sale was very popular, as
were the free barbeque sausages.
Many people commented that they
had made new connections at the
celebration and enjoyed the sense
of coming together as a community.
They also appreciated the effort of
the volunteers from the New Windsor

Community Hub who organized the
event. The day ended with many families
enjoying a free swim in the school pool.
The New Windsor Hub appreciates the
support of the Whau Local Board for
this event. The Hub welcomes input
from residents and especially welcomes
those who can volunteer their time and
talents to support further development
of community in our suburb.
The Hub is based on the grounds of New
Windsor Primary School.
Contact Shalema
shalema@communitywaitakere.org.nz
Mob: 0204 812 788

Chaucer School’s Ancient Cultural Games Day
By Rachel Ernst

Cultural pride was on full display on 2 July, when Chaucer School held its first-ever Ancient Cultural Games Day. The project
was entirely student-led, and the children had worked for a month in their own cultural groups on perfecting the games. They
had to present their games to the junior classes and teach them how to play them. There was so much fun and learning in
the sea of country flags and colourful costumes.

Chaucer School kids enjoying the cultural games day.

