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Fear and Hope in the Whau
It has been a challenging spring in the
Whau.
The snap lockdown in August threw
many people’s lives and businesses into
turmoil. After enjoying covid-free status
for months, suddenly, we crashed into a
hard lockdown with just a few hours’
notice. But this time, it wasn’t someone
else, somewhere else. It was in the heart
of our community, with local colleges
and supermarkets implicated. Contact
tracing and emails brought the reality
home that many people could have
been exposed.
Long lines formed at testing stations,
and people were isolated, waiting for
their results and worrying. Unfortunately,
many younger people have been
infected this time around, which was a
huge concern for parents. Fortunately,
there were relatively few cases in the
Whau, but it took a while to find out.
The next blow to hit was the terrorist
attack at Countdown, New Lynn. This
wasn’t somewhere far away, but right
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where many people go every week, and
a place that is part of their lives. We all
wondered, ‘how could this happen here?’
A video posted from a customer at the
store onto local Facebook groups got
picked up by TV and shown repeatedly.
Why were people still trying to get into the
store while people were being stabbed?
The video showed the confusion that
happens during such an event.
A few days later, accounts emerged
about what it was like to be inside
during the attack. Ex paramedic, Ross
Tomlinson, gave a vivid narrative to NZ
Herald. In the immediate aftermath, he
was able to provide urgent assistance to
some of the victims. Stabilising them so
quickly helped avoid deaths.
Rodney Khan confronted the attacker
while a woman was being stabbed. Rodney
yelled at the offender, who then stopped
stabbing the woman. Rodney was carrying
two cans which he threw at the terrorist.
It is possible that this act of bravery
saved the woman’s life. However, Khan
suffered a dislocated shoulder after
falling over once the attacker chased
him. Rodney says, “I had to go and do
something because that’s someone’s
mother, someone’s grandmother. I just
couldn’t bear it.”

by John Subritzky
Hope comes from people stepping up in
a crisis to help others in the community.
There will be a long tail to this incident as
multiple investigations are carried out.
When the attacker wanted to renounce
his citizenship and leave New Zealand,
were we too slow in processing that?
That he was living in nearby Glen Eden
was a shock.
As I write, we are going down alert
levels. (Please, God, I hope that this is
still true when people read this!) The
vaccine gives us hope for living in a
covid world. In the near future, it looks
like everyone will have covid antibodies
in their system. But, for a short while,
we still have a choice whether we get
them from a vaccine or from covid.
I have many anti-vax friends and some
family. While I am thrilled that it looks
like New Zealand could achieve a high
vaccination rate, I am fearful about the
next stage where vaccine mandates
will affect those in our community who
are unable or unwilling to take the jab.
Vaccine mandates have the potential to
continue to tear lives and communities
apart.
Maybe our best hope is for a lovely
summer, despite what covid brings us.

Seal pup visits Blockhouse Bay
Once more a seal pup has been
seen visiting Blockhouse Bay. It
was making itself at home in the
doorway to the Boat Club for a
while.
This is a common sight in winter
as the seal mothers leave their
pups ashore while fishing. It is
also part of weaning before they
give birth again.
DOC advise just to leave seal
pups alone unless they are
injured. They ask people to keep
their distance and to keep dogs
under control.
Photos: Simon Stuart,
Levitate Photography
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The amazing Grace Nweke
By John Subritzky
Grace Nweke’s latest milestone on her
meteoric rise was her first game as a
Silver Fern. With a loss to England of
55-45, it was not the spectacular debut
that many were hoping for. Grace came
on in the second half, just as England’s
Roses were ascending, playing a tight
disciplined game. Simultaneously, the
Silver Ferns had lost momentum and
were becoming more disjointed.
The passes to Grace were often too short
or too deep, so she didn’t get as much
ball as she could have done. Despite that,
she got 16 goals out of 20 shots. That
80% rate reflected some nervousness at
the step up to international competition.
It is lower than her success rate in the
ANZ Premiership which was 90% and
852 goals.
Grace and her twin brother were born in
NZ. She is one of six children, including
two sets of twins. Her Nigerian parents,
Fortune and Chidinma, immigrated
here, via South Korea. “My dad always
tells me they were living in South Korea
the year Helen Clark came for a visit.
He saw pictures of New Zealand in the
newspaper and thought ‘Wow, what a
beautiful place to raise a family’,” Grace
Nweke says. “Before they knew it, they
were on a plane to New Zealand.”
Grace Got an Aspire Scholarship for
years 9 & 10 for AGC Sunderland in
Henderson. Other than that, she did all
her education in the Whau. Starting at
New Lynn Kindergarten she went on to
New Lynn Primary School. Then it was
onto Blockhouse Bay Intermediate, ACG
Sunderland and finally Avondale College.
After making a start playing netball in Y4
at New Lynn Primary, Grace went on to
make the top team at Blockhouse Bay
Intermediate School. In Y8, she missed
out on the top netball team. At Avondale
College in year 11, she gave basketball a
go. That didn’t work out so well when she
played like it was netball, stopping and
standing under the hoop to shoot. In
year 12 she was in AvCol’s premier team,
being coached by Racheal Rasmussen.
Racheal was a NZ U21 world champion.
At only 16 years old and a student at
Avondale, Grace was spotted by Helene

Wilson at the national U17
tournament and later at
the North Island School
championship. “I saw her
holding and creating space
for herself to catch the ball,”
Wilson says. “And I could see
she had a really long arm
span, that she could jump,
and catch the ball at the
height of the hoop. “Those
are things you can’t coach a
player to do; she does them
instinctively. I knew I could
work with that and make
her into a high-performance
netball player.”
After
consultation
with
her parents, teachers and
coaches, Grace was invited
to become a Mystics training
partner. That is when she
really came into the public
eye. At 16, she was nervous on
her first day with the Mystics.
“I’ve always struggled coming
into new team environments,
Grace Nweke. Photo Silver Ferns.
not knowing anyone,” Grace
says. “I was dropping all the balls and
a testament to her ability to learn, but
stepping. I couldn’t pass properly. I was
also her maturity to have performance
second-guessing myself.”
conversations with the girls.”
Grace met her idol, Irene van Dyke, at
a national development camp. “She’s
gorgeous and so humble,” van Dyk said
at the time. “She’s honestly like a sponge
– everything you ask her to try, she gives
100 percent. She needs to stay grounded
and do a lot of shooting so it becomes
comfortable, and work on her range
and movement in the circle. She has so
much to learn about, but with her pure
natural ability, she’s carving it up already.
The sky is the limit for this chick!”
This year saw Grace dominate at the ANZ
Premiership, helping propel the Mystics
to the grand final win. She made 58 out
of 62 shots. Then she got the rebound
three of the four times she missed.
Her coach, Helene Wilson says, “In the
two and a half to three years that we’ve
had her, to come from being someone
who didn’t feel like they belonged in
this high-performance environment to
where she was today, I just think that is

Now Grace is with the Silver Ferns, we
can look forward to her really finding
her feet after the nervous start, and
successfully growing into her role in
the team. Her dad and family are very
proud of her as she represents well the
community that she grew up in.

T: 09 826 3937
M: 027 404 0129
19 Cutler Street, New Lynn, Auckland.

Reggis Rego

CA, CPP, MBA, BCom.

reggis.ca@gmail.com
www.bizaide.co.nz
Tax returns - Income Tax, GST, FBT.
Accounting - Cost & Management.
Business Advisory Services.
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Central Interceptor project to provide
essential benefits
New Zealand’s largest ever wastewater
infrastructure project, the Central
Interceptor, has officially begun,
with the launch of the Tunnel Boring
Machine at Māngere.
Currently, in the event of heavy rain
Auckland’s central wastewater network
overflows to local waterways and the
Waitematā Harbour at more than 100
locations, and to the north-eastern
Manukau Harbour at 14 locations.
Untreated wastewater results in
increased harm to the environment,
contaminated seafoods, transmitted
diseases to water users, and creates
unsuitable conditions for marine life.
The existing wastewater pipeline that
passes under the Manukau Harbour
was built in 1964 and is reaching the

end of its operational lifespan.
The Central Interceptor is an integral
part of Auckland Council’s long-term
strategy to manage wastewater, and will
provide a series of essential benefits
such as drastically reducing wet-weather
overflows, reducing risks to public health
and the environment, and meeting the
needs of a growing Auckland City.
“This project is a positive reflection of
the work that Auckland Council puts
into facilitating the continued growth
of Auckland as a world-class city and
experience for our citizens”, says Whau
Ward Councillor Tracy Mulholland.
More information regarding this project,
as well as regular updates, can be found
on Auckland Council’s website.

At the Māngere site, Cr Tracy Mulholland stands in
front of a pipe segment made up of cross sections

Three Waters

There needs to be more consideration of Aucklanders’ needs
Recently the Government announced
the Three Waters proposals. I have been
following this government approach
and listening carefully to what is being
proposed. I have also listened to other
mayors and seen what other cities
have done in their approach. This
opinion piece is a personal view after
considering ‘what is on the table’.
While it appears some councillors
support the government’s objectives in
seeking to reform New Zealand’s three
waters system, I don’t believe that this
proposal should be at the expense of
democracy and accountability to the
people of Auckland. The matters at
hand are about the accountability to
our communities and those who have
contributed to the existing system.
I have been contacted by constituents
across Auckland with real concerns
about the governance structure that
is proposed by the government. The
proposal would remove processes and
systems that are in place now whereby

Watercare is accountable via Council
as a CCO to Aucklanders. That includes
board
appointments,
structures,
responsiveness,
and
reporting.
Watercare has to respond to Council’s
Long-term Plans and the strategic
direction approved by councillors.
Watercare reports to us, the people,
and it should stay that way. After all, we
own it; it is a public entity. Watercare’s
board are accountable to the people
of Auckland through the governance
of elected representatives. ‘It should
stay that way,’ is what I am hearing from
constituents.

just 35 per cent of the representation
in the governance of the new entity
and would have no direct input into
appointing its board.”

The proposed reform by government
effectively
removes
Aucklanders’
governance authority and that is
something that our community might
like to consider as an option. As quoted
by the mayor, “Despite the fact that
92 per cent of the assets of the new
entity would come from Auckland, and
Auckland would have approximately 90
per cent of the population served by the
new entity, Auckland Council could have

Whilst some level of reform is needed,
the current proposal needs more work
and consultation. As stated by a number
of constituents, ‘If this is so important,
then let’s have a referendum’.

Is this acceptable to our communities
and our locals? I am being told ‘no’ by
many.
If a new entity is created and it doesn’t
respond to the communities that it is
meant to serve, and removes a mandate
that we currently have to ensure our
needs as Aucklanders are put first, then
we need to question the process and
change.

As your Whau Ward Councillor, I am
interested in hearing from you about
your opinion.
Tracy Mulholland,
Whau Ward Councillor
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Injured kererū benefits from new incubator
Have you ever broken your jaw? If so,
we know you went through a tough
time as it healed. Eating would have
been a challenge!
Imagine how a broken jaw in a bird must
feel. Eating is impossible and unless
the bird is admitted into a rehabilitation
facility, it would not survive.
Thankfully, when a kererū arrived
recently with just such an injury, our
team knew just what to do. Its upper and
lower jaw bones were broken on one
side, probably from flying into a window
or being hit by a car.
The BirdCare Aotearoa team swung into
action and performed surgery to help
this beautiful bird. First an oesophageal
tube was inserted into its stomach
through an incision in its neck, allowing
food and medications to be gently put
directly into the bird’s stomach while
letting the fractures heal. Next, the beak
was taped together, helping the bones
to heal in the proper position, just as a
cast on your arm would.

A closer look and you can see the tube that allows the team to deliver food, fluids, and medications directly
into the kererū’s stomach, letting the jaw heal. The beak is taped shut to also help with healing and to
ensure the jaw is aligned correctly. A full tummy is followed with some water to flush the tube and aid with
the bird’s hydration.

Here at the centre, we never know
what will come in, and even through
lockdown we have received between
10 and 20 birds daily. Our facility has
undergone significant changes to
make it a professional bird hospital,
meaning our team is able to cope with
most mishaps that befall our wonderful,
feathered neighbours.

Baby Birds

During lockdown we have been
preparing for spring and the influx of
hundreds of baby birds. We do hope they
can stay with their own parents as they

The kererū in the R-Com unit at BirdCare Aotearoa.
The bird can rest comfortably while it heals.

Now we wait. Within a week, this bird’s
fractures will have formed a solid
callus that means we can remove the
tube and tape. In the meantime, the
kererū is resting comfortably in one of
two beautiful incubators which were
gratefully purchased with funds raised
at an event at the Titirangi Theatre.

Dr Nitin Raniga Orthodontist
BDS (Otago), DclinDent (Otago),
MOrth RSCEd, MRACDS (Orth)

6 Exminster Street, Blockhouse Bay
Ph: 09 627 3555

nitin@aucklandortho.co.nz
www.aucklandortho.co.nz

really do the best job; however, if that is
not possible, we are able to care for them
here. If you find a baby bird and cannot
see where it came from, please keep it
warm and bring it to BirdCare Aotearoa.
If you need to hold it overnight, do NOT
feed it; instead, keep it warm, quiet, and
comfy in a box lined with towelling, in
your hot water closet. Bring it in as soon
as possible in the morning, or take it to
the nearest emergency vet clinic.
Lynn Miller, CWR PhD
General Manager, BirdCare Aotearoa
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What future will you choose for West Auckland?
West Auckland is in a privileged position
by being asked to think about possible
change. In weighing up the decision to
vote to remove the monopoly rights
or not, the West Auckland community
needs to understand what happens
now and what a change would lead to.
Under the current settings, we have a
community-controlled model for the
responsible sale of alcohol in off-licence
retail outlets and under tavern licences.
A wide range of other providers can
sell alcohol as well, including online
retailers, breweries, cellar doors, bar
restaurants, clubs, and cafes. We have
the flexibility to introduce more choice
in the current model.
We recently announced a partnership
with Liquorland that will see four
Liquorland outlets open and operate
with Liquorland’s national promotional
pricing and its core product range. This
will give our customers even greater
choice and introduce New Zealand’s
number one Flybuys and Airpoints
loyalty programmes to the stores. We
can also upgrade, change, and improve
hospitality offerings that we operate
under tavern licences.
In the next 12 months we will significantly
upgrade three venues, and there is
a longer-term refurbishment plan in
place for the rest of the hospitality
portfolio. We are also actively pursuing
new opportunities to increase our
hospitality portfolio with modern pubs
that are firmly focused on the future.
We can work to control our operating
costs to increase the profit we use to
support community initiatives, which
we are also doing.
It is easy to claim this debate is just about
changing what happens. But it is really
about choosing the kind of community
we want to live in, and whether or not
we want to create wider social benefits
from our local businesses.
In the current model, what we are striving
to deliver is a community where people
can access alcohol for their enjoyment,
but with some safeguards in place so
that we don’t create, or exacerbate,
alcohol-related problems. And we also
share the surplus profits generated in
our businesses back to the community.

Allan Pollard, C.E.O. West Auckland Trust Services

So, what would change look like?
You would be likely to see alcohol
in supermarkets, and maybe some
hospitality operators would explore the
viability of new tavern-licenced venues
in the community.
What you would also see is an explosion
in standalone bottle stores.
A recent Radio New Zealand interview
with Alcohol Health Watch noted that
over 80% of alcohol in New Zealand is
purchased from off-licences. Licence
data shows that just under half of the
965 off-licences in the Auckland district
licensing region are bottle stores.
In my previous role at Masterton
Licensing Trust, I was informed by the
then long-standing CEO and President
of the impact from the loss of the region’s
monopoly rights. Practically overnight,
there was a significant increase in bottle
stores and all supermarkets in the area
applied for liquor licences which were
approved by council.
The profit from the new venues that
opened went straight back to the
large companies and owner/operators
involved. Masterton outlets experienced
a significant decline in sales and in the
value that it could deliver back to the
community.

There is nothing in the current debate,
and nothing about West Auckland,
that suggests we would experience a
different outcome. In a climate where
more questions are being asked than
they ever have before about whether
New Zealand’s alcohol sales regulatory
settings are fit for purpose - to the point
where the Minister of Justice himself has
indicated the Sale and Supply of Alcohol
Act 2012 needs review - it certainly seems
out of step to be calling for a more relaxed
approach in West Auckland.
Removing the licensing trust model is
an irreversible choice with long term
consequences around access to alcohol
and community benefits. It is a big
decision, and one that we encourage the
citizens of West Auckland to consider
carefully, by listening to all sides of the
arguments.
The current model is not perfect, but
we are working hard to improve, and
we remain steadfastly committed to
our reason for being, which is to ensure
the responsible sale of alcohol in West
Auckland on behalf of the community,
and the return of surplus profit back into
the community.
Allan Pollard, C.E.O. West Auckland
Trust Services

OCTOBER 2021 Beacon

25-level tower for LynnMall
Kiwi Property, the owner of LynnMall,
has announced that it is moving ahead
with a significant build-to-rent (BTR)
development that will include 245 BTR
apartments. As a result, there could
potentially be 600 apartments on the
New Lynn site.
More than half of Aucklanders over
the age of 15 currently rent, with this
number expected to rise to 60% by 2043.
This new asset class has the potential
to play an important role in helping
address the growing demand for rental
accommodation and alleviate New
Zealand’s housing shortfall,” says Kiwi
Property CEO, Clive Mackenzie.
The model offers residents the flexibility
and convenience of renting, coupled
with the security of tenure typically
associated
with
homeownership.
Tenants will be able to keep pets as of
right, hang pictures and have flexibility
with the colour scheme.

The building will integrate ground floor
retail, three commercial office levels
and 19 floors of residential apartments.
It links to the existing LynnMall retail
centre and is within 50 meters of the
New Lynn train station, being located
on the corner of Totora Avenue and
Memorial Drive.
The development will be the tallest
building in west Auckland and offer
quality amenities, including a rooftop
deck and leisure area, providing
unparalleled views from the Waitematā
to Manukau harbours.
The development will include amenity
spaces, concentrated activity zones,
and organised events will create
a vibrant community with a deep
connection to place. 7–8 Homestar
rating is targeted, delivering excellent
sustainability performance.
Artist’s impression of the new 25-level mixed-use
tower at LynnMall.

thetrusts.co.nz

The Trusts
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Big vision for small space
MIRANDA STREET - COMMUNITY PLAY SPACE

There is a small, barren little plot of land
on the corner of Miranda, Ruahine and
Umbriel streets in Glen Avon. A few
years back the area was one of the early
redevelopments of Kainga Ora (KO) land.
In its current state, it is not really that
useful for anything. The surface is too
uneven for kids to enjoy informal sports.
About two years ago neighbours
were talking with Shalema WandenHannay (Community Waitakere) and
Eva Wongchiu from the Glenavon
Community Hub, saying that they would
like to see the space be made more
useable. A Hub board member, Tepano,
had a vision of the land becoming like
the heart of a village to the residents; a
place where they could come together
to socialise and to celebrate.
Because Glenavon Community Hub is
working closely with KO, discussions on
possible development continued. KO
promised some money to help, and the
Whau Local Board came up with some
funds for art from their budget, but it
was still not enough to get started.
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02 - STAGE ON CONCRETE (WITH 4 SQUARE GRAPHICS)
• TIMBER POLES TO EDGES OF STAGE
03 - LARGE BALANCE BEAMS
04 - TIMBER STEPPERS
05 - ARTIST MURAL ON WALL
SK1-01 PLAN
The land is actually owned by KO, not
06 - ENTRY PATHS
07 - NATURE TRAIL
Auckland Council, and it could be
08 - STEEL BARS BETWEEN EXISTING TIMBER BOLLARDS
developed by KO into housing in the

future, so council funding is not an option.
Then a breakthrough occurred when the
Central Interceptor Project took over a
site on Blockhouse Bay Road and removed
the playground from that part of Miranda
Reserve. Watercare wanted to temporarily
install the playground equipment on the
KO land and were told that actually, the
local community, led by the Hub, had
plans for that area and to talk to them.
Fortunately, there was a group like the
Hub to represent community voices.
Now that Watercare was onboard,
work progressed to define exactly
what the community wanted. A survey
was conducted to gather ideas and a
community day held at the park. They
were asked what they wanted the park
to feel like, giving a sense of community
ownership.
There are big expectations for a small
amount of land. Mainly people wanted
some open space to remain so that
they could gather for play, events, and
socialising. Eventually a draft plan was
drawn up based on feedback. The plan

1:200 @A3

N

includes flowers and fruit trees around
the perimeter, a bike/scooter track, a
nature trail, a multipurpose concrete
stage area that could be used for hoops,
large balance beams, a portable BBQ
for events, and artwork at one end. Four
artists submitted concepts that were
shown to the community, who chose the
one that resonated with them most.
It has taken a long time and a lot of
consultation to get this far. Now people

are getting really excited about seeing it
become a reality.
The vision is also a community meeting
place. For example, instead of the cost
of going to a commercial venue, friends
and neighbours could gather for a child’s
birthday party. This space could be a
model for other pocket parks around the
city as housing intensifies and backyards
disappear. Then having a great little park a
short walk from home will be a huge asset.
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Vaccine rollout key to securing our
COVID-19 recovery
It’s been a tough few weeks and I want
to thank everyone for your efforts
through a really difficult Level 4
lockdown. As we continue to keep up
the hard work at Alert Level 3, I have
a simple but really important ask of
everyone in our community; don’t wait
– get vaccinated.
There are plenty of vaccine appointments
available. At the Henderson Vaccination
Centre and the Trusts Arena, you can
just walk in and get vaccinated. Some
local pharmacies are also taking walkin appointments. You can find a vaccine
appointment availability map at: https://
maps.bookmyvaccine.covid19.health.nz/
If you prefer to book go to https://
bookmyvaccine.covid19.health.nz/
or
call the COVID-19 Vaccination Healthline
0800 28 29 26. They are open from 8am–
8pm, 7 days a week. Translation services
are available in over 40 languages and
there’s the option to use NZ Relay
Services.
If you’re already booked in for your first
dose but it’s not for a while, I’d encourage
you to change your appointment to an
earlier time. As I write, there are plenty
of time slots available so there’s a good
chance you’ll be able to get in.
I’ve had my first dose, and I’m about
to get my second. The process was
very easy. I booked online and got my
first appointment at the Henderson
Vaccination Centre. My arm was a bit
sore the next day but otherwise I had

no reaction to the vaccine. That’s what
most people have experienced.
Getting as many Aucklanders vaccinated
as soon as possible is the key to getting
back to doing the things we love. It’s also
the best way to protect yourself and
your whānau against COVID-19.
I’m very glad to have had the opportunity
to get my vaccine. It means that my
family and I will be safer, and that I can
help to protect our community.
Deborah Russell
MP for New Lynn

Local Board member meeting attendance
April – June 2021
Whau Local Board ranked 19th out
of the 21 local boards for the second
quarter of 2021, despite a perfect
attendance record by half of the
WLB members.
This is based on a comparison of
attendance at monthly business
meetings and workshops, and does
not take into account variations in the
number of members on each board.

Name

Business Meeting

Workshop

Present

Absent

Present

Absent

Catherine Farmer

5

0

8

0

Fasitua Amosa

5

0

5

3

Jessica Rose

5

0

8

0

Kay Thomas

5

0

8

0

Susan Zhu

5

0

4

4

Te’eva Matafai

4

1

1

7

Warren Piper

5

0

8

0

Deborah Russell
MP for New Lynn

Community catch ups
As your lo al P, m een to ee in tou h to
dis uss lo al issues, go ernment oli y,
usti e o the Pea e a li ations and
ro osed hanges to legislation you ould
li e to dis uss any o these matters, lease
onta t my o i e on
, or email me
at ne lynn m
arliament go t n
y o i e sta ill assist you initially and,
i re uired, ill arrange an a ointment or
minute
you to meet ith me or a
at h u . hese a ointments are held on
Mondays mornings at my ele torate o i e
reat orth Rd, A ondale. he o i e
is a essible and handy to ubli trans ort
/DeborahRussellLabour
@beefaerie

Authorised by Dr Deborah Russell,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington
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‘No surprises’ agreement between local boards and CCOs
Will this lead to information censoring?

By John Subritzky

A review panel was established in
response to public disquiet about
the performance and accountability
of Council Controlled Organisations
(CCOs).
The CCOs are Auckland Transport,
Auckland Unlimited (formerly ATEED
and Regional Facilities), Eke Panuku
Development Auckland, and Watercare.
The independent panel reported back
in 2020 and all 64 recommendations
were adopted.
This has now come down to an
engagement plan with each of the
21 local boards, to promote better
communication between the boards
and each of the CCOs. This is intended
to help CCOs have more regard to
local boards’ plan outcomes, improve
communications, and keep up to date
with intended work programs.
In return, the CCOs get a ‘no surprises’
agreement, where any local body
concerns must be addressed through
agreed single point of contact managers
and advise if they are planning to speak
to the media on a CCO related matter.
This also means that local boards must
direct questions about a CCO’s activities

to either a local area manager or to the
CCO’s elected member liaison so that
consistent responses are given.
With the vast communications and PR
resources available to Council and CCOs,
this appears to be another move to
tighten up on the flow of information and

to control the narrative about council
activity, even down to local board level.
All 21 local boards were requested to
agree to and sign up to the engagement
plan. Whau Local Board voted
unanimously to agree and signed off on
this at their July business meeting.

Community Policing in New Lynn
Constable Sam Holland has been a
Community Constable based in the local
New Lynn community station for the last
year and a half. His role is to be visible,
accessible, and familiar to the community
and to focus on problem-solving and
crime prevention at a local level.
He is part of a local policing strategy that
includes a three-person Community
Policing Team – or in older language, a
‘beat team’ who do foot patrols in the
New Lynn town centre. They also cover
other local shopping centres such as
Titirangi, Green Bay and Glen Eden.
For more intensive issues, the Area
Prevention Unit (APU), based in
Henderson, can intervene. This high
visibility unit can work at a household

level and be part of the solution where
social issues are evident. The APU is
a proactive policing unit who target
problem hot spots crime and focus
their work around prevention policing
activity in West Auckland. The unit was
re-established after a recess during the
first Covid crisis.
Local people can also help with
community safety. Māori and Pacific
Wardens help with events and sports
fixtures, as well as patrolling town
centres.
Community Patrol New Zealand (CPNZ)
is another volunteer group active in
parts of the Whau. They are trained to be
observers who conduct mobile patrols of
known risk areas. They report any issues

to the police for further action. More
volunteers are needed to make these
patrols more frequent and effective. To
find out more, go to www.cpnz.org.nz
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Keeping the arts on the go in the Whau
The beating heart of the Whau arts
scene is set to get a fresh injection of
energy following the appointment of
Janet Lilo and Jody Yawa McMillan to
the Whau Arts Broker role.
Previously held by Melissa Laing for the
past seven years, the role plays a crucial
part in developing and funding arts
programmes in the Whau, and is funded
by Whau Local Board.
Janet and Jody are familiar faces in the
Whau arts scene and have a wealth of
experience, including Whau the People,
a grassroots community organisation
established to work with creatives in our
backyard. They value the connections,
creativity, and deep store of knowledge
present in the Whau community.
Whau Local Board Deputy Chair Fasitua
Amosa welcomes the appointment.
“The arts broker role plays a significant
role in the vibrant arts scene in Whau
and has become something of an
institution,” he says.
“So many amazing projects that give so
much to the community have come about
as a direct result of the broker position;
the board knows how valuable it is. So,
our thanks and best wishes go to Melissa
for the wonderful work she has done, and

Jody (left) and Janet standing in front of a mural by Atarangi Anderson.

congratulations to Janet and Jody; we
can’t wait to see you get started!”
The new brokers are already in the role
and are looking forward to the new
adventure.
“We are both passionate about arts and
have really seen the benefit that the
broker role has brought to the area. I’m
really looking forward to getting stuck
in and getting exciting projects off the
ground!” says Janet.

Visit artswhau.org.nz to find out more
about the broker role and how to get your
arts project off the ground in the Whau.

Jody agrees. “It’s a really exciting time
for arts in the Whau, so many creative

Big Mac memorialised
The felling of a historic Macrocarpa
tree in Avondale at the start of 2021
saw heated protest action, which got
nationwide media coverage. It felt like
a step forward had been taken in tree
protection, despite the felling of Big
Mac. Elivra Twowbridge decided to make
this the subject of her art project.
She writes: “I was a first-year student
at Unitec when I created The People of
Big Mac. I wanted to memorialise the
existence of Big Mac while also celebrating
the people who came together to protect
him for as long as they could. Big Mac
is still part of the conversation about
the importance of mature tree cover in
Auckland, even if he is no longer with us.
One of these days, there will be legislation
to protect them, and I really look forward
to when that happens”.

projects and groups are everywhere and
it’s brilliant that we will be in a position
to help facilitate those projects and
programmes.”

Loans made simple.
My service
comes at
no cost
to you.

Prateek Malhotra
Mortgage Adviser
Ph 021 424 119

Artist Elvira Trowbridge with Jason Valentine-Burt
whose name is featured on the tree. The names of
protesters are featured on the tree.

prateek.malhotra@loanmarket.co.nz
loanmarket.co.nz/prateek-malhotra
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New Lynn heritage under threat
New Lynn has very little built heritage
left standing. Currently, there are a few
houses that have a planning overlay of
historical heritage. Now a developer
wants to build on one of these sites,
treating it much like any other.
The circa early 1920s brick bungalow
at 12 Hutchinson Ave is under threat
from a redevelopment of the section to
accommodate four new townhouses.
Despite Council’s advice at a preliminary
meeting that the scale of the development
was inappropriate for a heritage site
and recommending only two to three
townhouses, the developer has gone
ahead with an application to build four
townhouses behind the existing house.
12 Hutchinson is one of six dwellings
surviving from Hetana Hamlet. This was
an early council attempt to subdivide the
land and attract workers away from the
rather squalid conditions of the central
city in 1902. All six remaining houses and
their entire sections have a historical
heritage overlay. However, this has not
deterred the applicant from seeking to
subdivide the 1012m2 site into five lots.

12 Hutchinson. Photo Beacon.

One positive is the developer’s
willingness to do a proper conservation
restoration of the exterior of the
original house before starting work on
the townhouses. A negative is moving
the driveway, which involves removing
part of the heritage-scheduled brick
front wall.
Rebecca Fox, Team Leader, Built Heritage
Implementation Team at Auckland
Council, discussed the proposal. Her
preliminary advice was as follows:
“The new townhouses impact not only

the historic house but also neighbours,
especially those who will lose sunlight
from the non-complying buildings one
metre from their northern boundary.
“From a heritage perspective, this is too
much development for the site. The new
four-unit development overwhelms the
heritage building and detracts from its
heritage values. I would not be able to
support it in its current form”.
Submissions to the notified resource
closed in August, and a decision is
pending.

Resource Consents, and limits to Local Board involvement
If
you
have
townhouses
and
terraced houses springing up in your
neighbourhood, you may be wondering
how Auckland Council can allow this,
and what the Whau Local Board can do
about it.
To develop and/or subdivide land a
resource consent is needed, which is
an approval to use a ‘resource’ such as
land. There is a legal framework for the
process to gain a resource consent as
outlined in the Resource Management
Act 1991 and the regional plans and
policy statements that sit underneath
it. In Auckland the Auckland Unitary
Plan determines where and how
development can occur. This framework
sets out clear rules and guidelines about
how decisions are made and contested,
and it limits the potential in our country
for corruptive practices between local
government members and developers
sometimes seen in other countries.

Our involvement in this process, as local
board members, is that we can provide
feedback on whether or not applications
should be publicly notified, have limited
notification, or are not notified at all.
Notification means that other people
have an opportunity to have their say
on the resource consent application.
However, under legislation many types
of applications cannot be notified, so
local boards are not invited to give
feedback. I would like to emphasise that
we are invited to give feedback, NOT
make the decision around notification
of an application.
Intensive development is occurring
across the Whau and we, as local board
members, understand that people need
houses. We are concerned about the
impact of this intensification on our
infrastructure and our green spaces,
which residents need for recreation.
These are areas where local boards can

play a part, either through advocacy
or decision-making. So, we are unable
to influence the resource consents
allowing development, but we can work
to mitigate its effects.
Kay Thomas
Whau Local Board Chair
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Term 4 Activities

Get involved, there’s something for everyone

MONDAYS
Blockhouse Bay Walking Group
8am
Senior X –Fit (65+)
9am
Brain Stimulation
10am
AA Meeting (Armanasco House)
10.30am – 11.30am
BHB Indoor Bowling
10am – 12noon
Tai Chi for Beginners 50’s+
10.30am
Sequence Dance
12noon – 3pm
Mahjong (Armanasco House)
12.30pm – 3.30pm
Free English Class – Also Fridays
1.15pm – 2.45pm
JD’s Maths Tuition (each weekday)
5pm – 7pm
Hatha Yoga
5pm
Latin & Ballroom Dance (Adults & Children)
5.30pm – 8.30pm
Anuradha’s School of Indian Classical Dances
(Sun, Mon, Thurs)
6pm – 8pm
Sargam School of Music
7pm – 8pm

TUESDAYS
Cardio Fix for all Ages
Line Dancing
Armanasco House Open
Garden Club 1st Tuesday of Month
Lifewise Men’s Group
Housie
Taekwondo/Krav Maga – also Thursdays
Pilates
Piano Lessons (Armanasco House)

8.45am
10am
10am – 2pm
1pm – 3pm
1.30pm
Doors open 6.30pm
6.30pm
6.30pm
6pm – 8pm

WEDNESDAYS
Blockhouse Bay Walking Group
8.15am
FREE Hearing Loss Clinic (Last Wednesday of Month) 9.30am – 4pm
Annie’s Active Achievers Exercise for 60’s
9.30am
BHB Chinese Assoc
9.30am – 11.30am
Embroidery
10am – 12noon
Rummikub & Five Hundred (Cards)
12.30pm – 3pm
Childrens Ballroom & Latin Dance
3.45pm – 4.45pm
Kids 4 Drama (Senior Class)
4.30pm – 5.30pm
Iona Scouts, Cubs & Keas
6pm
Fitness Fusion
6pm – 7pm
Desibeat – Bollywood Dance
7.30pm – 9pm
Move Dance – Modern Jive beginners classes
7pm – 9pm
Classical Indian Dance
8.30pm – 9.30pm

THURSDAYS
Cardio Fix for all Ages
AA Meeting (Armanasco House)
Pilates
Community Singers Blockhouse Bay
Children’s Art Class

8.45am – 9.45am
10.30am
10.30am – 11.30am
12.30pm – 2.30pm
3.30pm – 5pm

Abacus Maths Academy
JD’s Maths Tuition
Taekwondo/Krav Maga – also Tuesdays
Anuradha’s School of Indian Classical Dances
(Sun, Mon, Thurs)
Flamenco Beginner Dance Class
Desibeat Dance

3.30pm – 6.30pm
5pm
6.30pm
6pm – 8pm
7pm – 8pm
8pm – 9pm

FRIDAYS
Probus 2nd Friday month
Yoga with Josie
English Class – Also Mondays
Children’s Latin & Ballroom Dance
JD’s Maths Tuition
AA Meeting (Armanasco House)

10am – 12noon
10.30am – 12noon
1.15pm – 2.45pm
3.30pm – 6pm
5pm
6.30pm

SATURDAYS
Markets 2nd & last Saturday of Month
7am – 12noon
Piano Lessons (Armanasco House)
8am – 1.30pm
Abacus Maths Academy
9am – 2.30pm
Muslim Women’s Karate
9am – 11am
Bollywood Dance, 5-7yrs 11am-12noon,
Adults 12-1pm, 7-10yrs 1-2pm, 10-13yrs 2.30-3.30,
13-18yrs 3.30-4.30, Comp Adults (Audition) 4.30-5.30 11am – 5.30pm
Sargam School of Music
1pm – 4.30pm

SUNDAYS
Yoga
8.45am – 9.45am
Highland Dance
8.45am – 12.30pm
Antiques, Collectables & Crafts Fair ( Bi monthly)
(21 November, 16 January)
9.30am – 2pm
Pilates
10am – 11am
Kollywood Dance
11am – 12pm
Indian Senior Citizens (1st Sunday of each month)
11am – 2pm
Fiji Indian Senior Citizens (2nd Sunday of each month) 11am – 2pm
Anuradha’s School of Indian Dance
(Sun, Mon, Thurs)
2.30pm – 3.30pm
Sahaja Meditation Yoga
4pm – 5.30pm
Indian Classical Dance
5pm – 9pm

NEXT HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 17 – 28 January 2022 blockhousebaycentre.aimyplus.com
CHECK OUT OUR NEW ONLINE BOOKING SYSTEM TO HIRE A SPACE spacetoco.com/host/bhbcc

524 Blockhouse Bay Road Phone: 09 626 4980 www.blockhousebaycentre.co.nz
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Planting volunteers needed
The Whau River Catchment Trust
(WRCT) needs your help with planting
native plants when we hit Level 2. Are
you up for it?
We got off to a great start and managed
to plant several thousand plants before
lockdown. But we still have 15,000
to plant, and depending on rainfall,
planting season finishes late October/
early November.
Planting too late can lead to heavy
losses of young plants as they will not
have had sufficient time to develop
good root systems before summer.
Once we are at Alert Level 2, we will
hold a community volunteer planting
day each Saturday from 10am to 12pm,
until the planting season ends. If you
miss one event there is always another
opportunity to join on another Saturday.
Every plant that you put in the ground
plays an important role in the wildlife
ecosystem. Whether providing food,
shelter or even leaf litter, native birds,
reptiles, and insects will all thrive with
the habitats created by the plants.
Not only will you be helping nature, but
you will also benefit from the outdoor
activity. Fresh air and exercise are good

Volunteers plant thousands of young plants before lockdown. Photo supplied.

for our wellbeing, physically, emotionally,
and by lifting our spirits; just the therapy
we need at times like these.

If you are keen to help, please email us
at info@whauriver.org.nz and leave an
expression of interest.

Stay safe and we hope to see you at
Level 2.

Justine Newnham,
Whau River Catchment Trust

Auckland’s Recycling Shame
We all feel good when we do the right
thing and recycle responsibly. By
carefully sorting what can and can’t be
recycled we are doing our bit for the
environment, right?
Sadly, Aucklanders are being let
down by Auckland Council exporting
‘mixed plastics’ to Asian countries,
predominantly Malaysia and Indonesia,
where they have to be properly sorted.
There, the only plastics that can be
recycled - types 1,2 and sometimes 5 are separated. The unusable types 3, 4,
6 and 7 are dumped or incinerated. It is
estimated that only 15 per cent can be
recycled. In short, Auckland is exporting
waste to other countries.
Greenpeace
Aotearoa
plastics
campaigner Juressa Lee says that a

By John Subritzky

Greenpeace investigation a
few years back showed that
significant amounts of that
‘recycled’ plastic was being
dumped, buried, or burned
at illegal sites in Malaysia
with little concern for the
health impacts on the
surrounding communities.
The government is taking
steps to remove problem
plastics over the next
few years. Until then, will
Auckland Council make
changes
that
recover
a valuable resource for
plastic recycling industries,
or continue to take the
cheapest, easiest option?

Chloe Price, researcher, Project Blue NZ, examines mixed plastic
waste from NZ stored on an abandoned building site in Malaysia.
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Central’s Tips

October 2021

It’s time for serious summer vegetable growing, use stakes and plant frames for
vertical growth in a small garden, keep up the fertilising and plant an edible hedge.
In the Edible Garden
• Growing organically? Start the vegetable garden
off with Living Earth organic certified Veggie Mix,
a chemical-free mix that is excellent for growing
• In go the tomato, capsicum and cucumber plants
– everything in fact for the summer garden!
• Put in frames or stakes for fast growing crops
such as tomatoes and beans, even capsicum and
zucchini can be grown this way, and it saves space

The rest of the Garden
• Pick up the fallen petals of camellia flowers to
avoid spreading petal blight spores around the
garden
• Wage war on the weeds by actively removing or
spraying them early in the season

• Plant pumpkin seeds in a spacious area that has
had plenty of compost dug through it

• Plant out summer annuals such as petunias,
impatiens and lobelias in baskets and pots.
Liquid feed weekly and water daily until
established

• Start a regular liquid fertiliser regime with
Aquaticus Organic Booster. It can be applied as a
drench around all edible plants or as a foliar spray

• Let the foliage of spring flowering bulbs die off
naturally, so nutrients in the leaves travel down
to the bulb

• Edibles as a hedge: use bay or feijoa trees for
larger hedges or the NZ cranberry, Mytrus ugni,
for a compact area. In vegetable beds curly
parsley or the smaller forms of lavender look great

• Fertilise established lawns with Turfmaster Gold.
Use a handheld spreader to apply the correct
amount evenly. Most lawn fertilisers should be
watered in after application to avoid burning

• Guava moth can ruin certain fruits: Try laying
corrugated cardboard that has been smeared
with vaseline facedown on the ground around
feijoa and citrus trees to trap emerging larvae

• Plant a climber to train along fence or a trellis.
Clematis, rambling roses, and wisteria are very
showy. For hardy evergreen types, try Chinese
star jasmine or NZ tecomanthe

Don’t panic, grow organic.
Grow your summer vegetables in Living Earth organic certified
Veggie Mix – the chemical-free way. For great garden advice and
information, come and see us. Open 7 days. Free loan trailers.

Central Landscape Supplies Avondale

Open 7 days • 09 828 5533
419 Rosebank Rd, Avondale, Auckland
avondale@centrallandscapes.co.nz

www.centrallandscapes.co.nz
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Library overdue fines settled for good
From 1 September Auckland Council
Libraries has removed existing overdue
fines from customer accounts and will
no longer be charging for overdue items,
after councillors approved the proposal
in June as part of the Long-Term Plan.
Auckland Mayor Phil Goff says, “Fines for
overdue library books in Auckland were
among the highest in the world but were
not achieving their objective. Instead,
they were just discouraging people from
using their libraries.
“Experience from around the world
shows that ending overdue fines
does not have any negative effects for
libraries, such as causing more people
to bring their books back late.”
Auckland Council Principal Advisor
for Arts, Culture & Heritage and fines
removal project lead, Louise LaHatte,
agrees, saying that removing overdue
fines is in line with overseas trends.
“More than 600 libraries worldwide
have removed overdue fines and there
is evidence showing that when a library
removes the fines, they experience an
increase in membership.”
With more than 50 locations across
Auckland, removing the overdue fines
represents the biggest implementation
across the Southern Hemisphere and has

required a lot of planning, Louise explains.
“We have had to make changes to
processes and our systems, but we
are really excited about rolling this out.
Removing overdue fines is something
we believe will help all our communities
in Auckland.”

Access Auckland Libraries
online

Libraries have long since evolved
from simply lending books; they serve
an important role in communities,
providing a space for people to
connect, learn, research, and access a
large number of services, including the
eCollections range.
“Our libraries have great eCollections
including books, magazines, newspapers,
audiobooks, podcasts, movies and
documentaries”, says Louise. “They can
be accessed at the Auckland Council
Libraries website where a whole range of
things to do from home can be found.
Library members can also access
LinkedIn Learning courses. “This is a great
online learning tool and was very popular
in previous lockdowns when many library
members took the opportunity to learn
something new”, says Louise. “There are
also our extensive heritage collections
available on Kura Heritage Collections

Online, and online resources to research
your family history”.
Staff are always planning exciting
initiatives, and are looking forward
to welcoming customers back when
the libraries reopen under Alert Level
2, which is also when you can return
physical items you’ve checked out.
“In the meantime”, says Louise, “we are
in the process of putting together some
ways to welcome Aucklanders back once
we are out of lockdown. Until then, hang
onto any library items you may have and
jump online and try something different.”

l news

The trusted voice for hyperloca

s to effectively reach
We can work with your busines
le/Whau community.
24,000 homes in the local Avonda

Contact Kerrie to find out more
.nz www.bhb.nz
m 027 290 4444 e kerrie@bhb

Food waste workshop.

OCTOBER LIBRARIES LINE-UP
Library opening hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm
Saturday 10am-4pm
Sunday 12pm-4pm (New Lynn 10am-4pm)
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As changing COVID-19 levels have made
events difficult to plan, please refer to
each library’s Facebook page for more
activities and updates.

School Holiday Events

In the current COVID-19 situation we
are unable to hold in-library events but
keep an eye on our Avondale Library
Facebook page as we will be regularly
posting activities, ideas, and challenges
to keep the kids busy!

Avondale Library
93 Rosebank Road
facebook.com/avondalelib

Diwali

Please follow the Avondale library
Facebook page for updates on Diwali
activities.

For bookings email
avondalelibrary@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
Some of our programmes and services
have to be put on hold until level 1 but
they will continue as soon as level 1 is
announced. These include:
• All preschool programmes: Wriggle and
Rhyme, Rhyme Time, and Storytime
•
Weekly Te Reo Maori Conversation
Classes
• Makerspace Mondays
• English conversation classes
• Chess Club
However, we WILL be open in level 2.
Here is some great news to welcome
you back...

Beanstack Reading Challenges

Create a Beanstack account on the
library website, add readers, and have
reading suggestions sent to your inbox.
Join challenges and earn badges as you
go. Logbooks and reading minutes, write
reviews and invite friends to share your
reading. So much to keep you stimulated
and busy here.

The Whau Heritage Stories

The Whau Heritage Stories were delivered
by Lisa Truttman earlier in the year. The
great news is they are now available as
sound recordings under our Podcasts.
The stories include: The Story of the New
Lynn Bus driver-Lawrence Teirney; The
Maori Battalion and the Avondale Training
Camp; Street Names of Blockhouse Bay;
The story of Motu Manawa and Motu
Te Kou; The Mystery of the missing
gun; and A History of Craigavon Park.
Access at: www.soundcloud.com/aucklandlibraries/sets/whau-heritage-stories
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Blockhouse Bay Library
578 Blockhouse Bay Road
facebook.com/blockhousebaylibrary
For bookings email blockhousebaylibrary
@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
All events and our regular programmes
will go ahead at alert level 1 only.
Diwali Paper lanterns. Wed 20th 3.154.15pm Learn how to make a colourful
paper lantern for Diwali.
Diwali Card making. Fri 22nd 3.154.15pm Create a beautiful card for Diwali
using rainbow scraper board.
Diwali rangoli hanging decorations. Fri
29th 3.15-4.45pm Paint a dot art rangoli
using recycled CDs, and end up with a
colourful hanging decoration. Wear old
clothes. Non-washable paint used.

School Holidays
These October school holidays, take
part in the Around the World in 14
Days Beanstack challenge which
starts on Saturday 2 October at
www.aucklandlibraries.beanstack.com.
Read a book of your choice, complete
a challenge, and collect a virtual
badge. There are six badges to win, and
everything can be done online.

Recommended
Reads

Travel to another country with
these great adventures, available
both as e-Books and hard copy:
Fly on the Wall by Remy Lai. Henry
Khoo’s family treats him like a baby
and he’s not allowed to go anywhere
alone. But that’s not going to stop
him from taking a journey halfway
round the world all by himself to visit
his father in Singapore!
I Want my Mummy! by Nancy Krulik.
When Ms. Frogbottom whisks the
class away to Egypt they not only
come face to face with a mummy,
but they also have to solve the riddle
of his ancient curse!
Huda and Me by H. Hayek. When
their parents have to travel to Beirut
unexpectedly, Akeal and his six
siblings are horrified to be left behind
in Melbourne with the dreaded Aunt
Amel. Huda, Akeal’s naughty little
sister, hatches a bold plan to reunite
with their parents in Lebanon.
A Thousand Questions by Saadia
Faruqi. Mimi is visiting for the first
time her wealthy grandparents in
Karachi, Pakistan, and forms an
unexpected friendship with Sakina,
daughter of her grandparents’ cook.
The Last Bear by Hannah Gold.
April is spending six months on Bear
Island, a faraway Arctic outpost,
while her father does scientific
research. One night, April catches
a glimpse of a polar bear, but her
father insists there are no bears left
on Bear Island.
Atlantis: the accidental invasion by
Gregory Mone. Lewis is determined
to spend the holidays with his father
and hides away in the car, little
realising that his father is planning an
expedition to the undersea, high-tech
world of Atlantis.
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Advertise your non-profit community event here for free! Email kerrie@bhb.nz

In the event of alert level changes, please refer to organisers.
CLASSIFIEDS

(FROM $20+GST)

Learn to Dance a fusion of Latin & Hustle!
Beginners - Social Partner Dancing. Every
Wednesday 7pm at BHB Community Centre.
Drop In class, no need to book. No experience
necessary. Phone Colin 021 0363 249 or
Hannah 021 576 210.
What’s the different between a cat and a
comma? A cat has claws at the end of paws;
A comma is a pause at the end of a clause.
WANTED: Volunteers Become the eyes
& ears of your community and make your
neighbourhood safer. Apply now to join the
Blockhouse Bay/Green Bay Community
Patrol. Blockhousebay@cpnz.org.nz

WHERE IT’S AT:
BHB = Blockhouse Bay
GB = Green Bay
NL = New Lynn
BHBCC = Blockhouse Bay Community Centre,
524 BHB Rd, Blockhouse Bay.
GBCH = Green Bay Community House,
1 Barron Drive, Green Bay.
NLCC = New Lynn Community Centre,
45 Totara Ave, New Lynn.

OCTOBER
Sat 9 & 30 Community Market 7am – 12noon at
BHBCC. 2nd & last Saturdays each month.
Sat 16 New Lynn Lions Monthly Book Sale 8am
– 4pm at New Lynn Friendship Club, 3063 Gt Nth
Road, New Lynn (down the driveway). All books,
DVDs, CDs, videos, and jigsaw puzzles just $1.
Magazines 5 for $1. Drop off books for donation
Thursdays between 9 & 11am or on the day.
Sat 30 BHB Village Market From 8.30am, along
mainstreet on BHB Rd. Contact Jodie Judd
manager@blockhousebay.org or ph 09 626 5081.
Last Saturday of each month.

NOVEMBER
Sat 20 Lynfield Community Day 1- 4pm at
Lynfield Reserve. Celebrating Christmas in our
park. Theme ‘Blast from the Past’. Calling for
expressions of interest from stallholders and
entertainers, community groups, volunteers. Lots
of games, entertainment, arts and crafts. Bring
a blanket and picnic. Contact Ella Kumar 021 047
7642 or Terry Connor 021 056 7161 Please note, this
date has been changed from September.
Sun 21 The Fair: Antiques, Collectables and
Crafts 9.30am - 2pm at BHBCC. Large collection of
antiques, collectables, memorabilia, and crafts. $2/
adult. Proceeds towards Armanasco House.

REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
MONDAYS
Pickleball 10am-12 noon at Lynfield YMCA. More
info at pac.org.nz.
Puzzle Club 10am-12pm at GBCH. Meet other
puzzle lovers, enjoy peaceful puzzle time. Puzzles,
tea, coffee provided. Gold coin donation per class.

TUESDAYS
Green Bay Community Playgroup
9am-11.30am at GBCH. $4 per family, under
6months free. Tues & Thurs, term time.
Armanasco House situated next to BHB Library,
is one of the Bay’s early settler houses and is open
10am-2pm for public interest and information.
Greater Auckland Chorus All-female a cappella
and barbershop chorus rehearses Tuesday nights
in Epsom. www.greateraucklandchorus.com
West Auckland Ladies Craft group
6:30-8:30pm Rosebank School Hall. Bring your
crochet, sewing, artwork etc. along for inspiration
and new friendships. Cost $2. Oreen 021 0297 6012.
Housie at BHB Community Centre. Sales from
6.30pm. 7.30-10pm.
Western Districts Women’s Dinner Club
meets monthly for dinner & speaker, Bricklane
Restaurant, NL. Visitors welcome. Ph Anne
021 293 3833 or 627 1416.

BirdCare Aotearoa Baby Shower 2021
Coming soon to Facebook Live!
BirdCare Aotearoa is delighted to invite you to our
inaugural Baby Shower.
BirdCare Aotearoa cares for all birds – native and nonnative. Based in Green Bay, we are the largest bird rescue
centre in Aotearoa by the sheer volume of birds who come
through our doors. Last year, we admitted over 6,000
patients! We receive no government funding and rely
entirely on community support.
Join us live on Facebook for our first ever Baby Shower,
where we will show you around our newly revamped avian
nurseries and introduce you to some of our youngest
patients. You will have the opportunity to learn more about
our centre and how you can support us to care for our
precious feathered patients.
This event will be held October/November 2021, date
TBC (dependent on lockdowns).
Follow our Facebook page for updates:
www.facebook.com/BirdCareAotearoa
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REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
WEDNESDAYS

THURSDAYS

Mainly Music for 0-4-year-olds
9.30am @ BHB Baptist, 504 BHB Rd. Singing,
dancing, craft, morning tea. Ph Mary 828 9027.
Friendship Centre All seniors welcome. 9.30am12.30pm (term time). Avondale Baptist Church Hall,
Cnr New North & BHB Bay Rds. Ph 09 631 5968.
Green Bay Art Group 9.30-11.30am at GBCH.
$3 donation, bring your own project along. All art
mediums & styles welcome. Term time.
Creative Colouring Class 9.30am-11.30am at
GBCH. $3 donation, bring your own books and
materials. Term time.
Knitting and Crochet Group 9.30am-12noon at
GBCH. $3 donation. Swap patterns and share ideas.
Free lessons! Term time.
Church Service with Communion 10am at
Church of the Saviour, 2 Kinross St, BHB.
“Best morning tea in the Bay”.
Pickleball 10am-12noon at Lynfield YMCA. More
info at pac.org.nz.
Folk Dance Group Meets 10.30am-12.30pm at Sea
Scouts Hall, 37 Margan Ave, New Lynn. Fun, fitness,
and friendship. No partner required. Ph Claire
817 6472 or Yvonne 817 2732
500 card game Played 12.30-2.30pm at the BHBCC.
Friendly group, looking for more players. Contact
Noel Johnston on 627 8306.
Social Partner Dancing with Move Dance Co.
at BHBCC. No experience necessary and no
partners required. 7pm Beginners, followed by
social dancing. Beginners’ concession available,
casual $15. Ph Hannah, 021 576 210.

THURSDAYS
Green Bay Community Playgroup 9am-11.30am
at GBCH, $4 per family, under 6m free. Tues &
Thurs, term time.
Friendship Centre All seniors welcome. 9.30am12.30pm term time. BHB Baptist Church Hall, 504
BHB Rd. Ph 09 631 5968 for further information.
Friendship Club 1-3pm at GBCH. Everyone
welcome, meet new friends, share a laugh and a
cuppa. Gold coin donation. Term time only.
Community Singers Blockhouse Bay Practice
from 12.30-2.30pm at BHBCC, and sing at rest
homes monthly. Contact Anne Rogers phone
626 7040 or email ruth52@outlook.co.nz
Zumba Fitness for all ages 6.15-7.15pm New
Windsor Primary School Hall. Instructor Evelina
Collins. Term time only. Contact Shelly 021 743 549.

Pickleball 6.45pm-8.45pm at Mt Albert YMCA.
More info at pac.org.nz.
Inner Wheel Club of Mt Roskill Meets monthly
4th Thursday (except Nov/Dec), 7.30pm, Selwyn
Heights Village, Herd Rd, Hillsborough. We are
women who enjoy fun, friendship, interesting
speakers and fundraising for charity.
Visitors welcome. Phone: 636-3556;
www.iwmtroskill.weebly.com.

SUNDAYS
The Fair: Antiques, Collectables and Crafts
9.30am-2pm at BHBCC. Large collection of
antiques, collectables, memorabilia, and crafts.
$2/adult. Proceeds towards Armanasco House.
3rd Sundays, Jan, Mar, May, July, Sep, Nov.
Knitting and Crochet fortnightly 3-5pm at GBCH.
Knitting and crochet for fun. Swap patterns and
share ideas. $2 donation.

FRIDAYS
Pickleball 10am-12noon at Mt Albert YMCA.
More info at pac.org.nz.
Social Indoor Bowls 11am – 2.15pm, Western Hall,
38 Portage Road, New Lynn. Beginners welcome.
First two visits free, then $3. Ph Bill 627 3113.
Food Pantry open 1-3pm at BHB Baptist Church.
Momiji Japanese Kids Playgroup
3.30-5.30pm at GBCH. First visit free. Contact
momojiplaygroupnz@gmail.com.
Ruh ki Baarish led by Pastors Anil and Reena Kant
and the Hills Satsung Team. 7pm every Friday at
Hills Church, 179 Hillsborough Rd.
West Auckland Men’s Rebus Club Meets 2nd
Friday every month, 10am, New Lynn Friendship
Hall, 3063 Gt Nth Rd. Guest speaker. Morning tea
provided. Visitors welcome. Ph Laurie 820 2234.

SATURDAYS
BHB-Lynfield Lions Club sausage sizzle
9am–1pm for Lions Projects. Last Sat/month
outside BHB ASB. Meat or vegetarian, plus books
and other goodies.
Bollyworx 9-10am at St. Mary’s School Hall,
2134 Grt Nth Rd, Avondale. Fun-filled exercise to
Bollywood music. Baptist on 021 815040.
Free Dinner 2nd Saturday of the month, 5-7pm, at
Iona Presbyterian Church hall, 38 Donovan St BHB.
All welcome. For more info ph 09 627 9845.

SUNDAYS
New Lynn Market on Portage
9am-2pm 34A Portage Rd, New Lynn (5 mins walk
from LynnMall). First Sunday each month all year
round, rain/shine, fully undercover indoor-outdoor
space’. Food, music, crafts, entertainment, local
fundraising groups and initiatives. Hosted by
Rampant Coffee Company. Facebook
@New Lynn Market on Portage.

CHURCH SERVICES
BHB Baptist 504 BHB Rd. Ph 09-626 6980.
Sundays 10am Worship and teaching for all ages,
6.30pm worship, teaching and coffee.
BHB Community Church 76 Dundale Ave, BHB.
Ph 09 626 6284. Sundays, 10.30 am service.
Church of the Saviour 2 Heaphy St, BHB.
Ph 627 8779. 9am Communion service. 11am Café Style church. 1.30pm - Mandarin service.
4pm - Interdenominational Service.
Courageous Church 9 St Jude St, Avondale.
connect@courageous.nz. Sundays 10am.
Encounter Church 495 Rosebank Road,
Avondale, Ph. 820 8231,
Email office@encounter.org.nz.
Sundays 10am + 6pm – children and youth
programmes provided.
Hosanna Avondale Baptist Church
1288 New North Road, Avondale Ph. 09 828 0182.
10am. Children’s Ministry 10.30am. Coffee and
fellowship afterwards.
Iona Presbyterian Church 38 Donovan Street,
BHB Ph. 09 627 9845. Sundays, 10am service.
Lynfield Community Church 35 The Avenue,
Lynfield. Ph 09 626 4141. Sundays, 9:30am service.
St. Austells Uniting Church (Methodist/
Presbyterian) 35 Margan Avenue, New Lynn.
Ph. 09 827 4360. Email staustells@xtra.co.nz.
Sunday service 10am. Other activities on website.
St Dominic’s Catholic Church 34 Bolton St,
BHB ph 09 626 6207. Weekend Masses: Saturday
vigil 6pm; Sunday 8am & 9:30am. Weekday
Masses: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9:15am;
Wednesday 7pm.
St Jude’s Anglican Church 27 St Jude Street,
Avondale p: 020 4079 4554, Sundays 8am and 9am.

Auto SUPER SHOPPE Hillsborough | 09 626 2026
Repairs, WOFs, Tyres
Classic car & bike
specialist
Auto Electrical

Peter Scherf

421 Hillsborough Rd

www.autosupershoppes.co.nz
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Rosebank hosts Lawless murder series
My Life is Murder, starring Lucy
Lawless, is a mystery of the week
spin-off series, featuring the fearless
and unapologetic Alexa Crowe whose
unique skills and insights allow her
to unravel the truth behind the most
baffling of crimes.

Crowe’s apartment inside the squash
club. The finished apartment included
several bedrooms, bathroom, kitchen,
hallway, living area and courtyard.

Auckland itself is promoted in the show.
Lucy Lawless remarks on the city of her
birth, saying “The most memorable thing
of the series is seeing my beautiful city,
Tāmaki Makaurau (Auckland), shining
like a jewel from every angle. New
Zealanders are going to have to get used
to seeing Auckland spiffed up.”

Will Greenstone Productions be back in
Rosebank again? More than likely, but
when, and with what show, is unknown.

It was all top secret while filming, with
neighbours asked to be discreet.

Currently airing on TV1, the producers
were faced with a shortage of
permanent studio space when they
moved the show from Melbourne to
Auckland.
With
several
major
productions
underway in Auckland, the team looked
for innovative solutions. The answer
came in the form of Avondale’s SquashXL
squash club in Rosebank Road.
It took several months to create Alexa

MOVIE REVIEWS

by Geoff Horne

Mare Of Easttown
Movie Review #946

Neon mini-series of seven episodes
featuring Titanic sweet young thing
Kate Winslet as a 40-something cop
in small town America (no prizes for
guessing the name), up against murders
and disappearances, all the while
navigating her dysfunctional family
with its own share of grief and tragedy.
Gritty to the point of sandpapering,
various interrelationships don’t seem
to distract our girl from pursuing the
baddies and she is not averse to using
some skulduggery of her own to get the
desired outcome.
Neighbours original Guy Pearce shows

up as the love interest (and boy does
he need a haircut), but this is mere
folly against the sizable crime-solving
challenges Ms Kate is up against.
She eventually solves the puzzles as
they always do, but not before a few
twists, turns, and red herrings try to
influence our choice for killer (I got it at
the close of the penultimate episode),
and leaning us towards the most
obvious candidate.
Kate is superb as Mare of the title
(short for Maryanne in case you were
wondering) and the supporting crew
well up to task. I hope there is another

series on the horizon as this is certainly
one of the better binge watches.

9/10
More reviews at:
bhb.nz/movie-reviews-with-geoff
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Insert the missing letter to complete an
eight-letter word reading clockwise or
anticlockwise. Previous solution: IMPACTED

Fill in the missing letter
to make an eight-letter
word which can read
either clockwise or
anticlockwise

28

WordBuilder

WordBuilder

How many words of three or more
letters, including plurals, can you
make from the six letters, using
each letter only once? No foreign
words or words beginning with
a capital are allowed. There's at
least one six-letter word.

H N K I G T

WordWheel

Good 8 VG 12 Excellent 17+

Sudoku

Puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz
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WordWheel
WordWheel
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MEDIUM
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Across: 1. Barista, 5. Coffers, 9. Lucre, 10. Surrogate, 11. Tangerine, 12. Piece,
13. Dress, 15. Animosity, 18. Serviette, 19. Focus, 21. Again, 23. Tête-à-tête, 25.
Patriotic, 26. Adept, 27. Recital, 28. Limited.
Down: 1. Belated, 2. Raconteur, 3. Siege, 4. Assailant, 5. Carve, 6. Foolproof,
7. Erase, 8. Scenery, 14. Scientist, 16. Identical, 17. Inclement, 18. Scarper, 20.
Scented, 22. Antic, 23. Total, 24. Alarm.

Sudoku

3

6
2
9
1
5
4
7
8
3

6. Guaranteed to
work (9)
7. Wipe out (5)
8. Landscape (7)
14. Boffin (9)
16. Exactly the same
(9)
17. Stormy (9)
18. Run away (colloq)
(7)
20. Perfumed (7)
22. Prank, silly act (5)
23. Sum (5)
24. Warning of danger
(5)

2

5
4
7
2
8
3
1
6
9

between two (Fr)
(4-1-4)
25. Loyal (9)
26. Skilled (5)
27. Musical
performance (7)
28. Restricted (7)
Down
1. After the expected
time (7)
2. Skilled story teller
(9)
3. Military blockade (5)
4. Attacker (9)
5. Sculpt (5)

1

IDEALIST

Across
1. Coffee maker (7)
5. Moneyboxes (7)
9. Riches (5)
10. Substitute, proxy
(9)
11. Fruit (9)
12. Part (5)
13. Attire (5)
15. Feeling of ill will
(9)
18. Napkin (9)
19. Concentrate (5)
21. Once more (5)
23. Conversation

3

Gin, git, hint, hit, ink, kin,
king, kit, kith, KNIGHT,
knit, nigh, night, nit, nth,
thin, thing, think, tig, tin,
ting.

Quick crossword
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Dr. Peter Raymond BDS
Dr. Haydn Gray BDS
Dr.
Neerajappointments
Anand DMD
Emergency
Dr. Jacy Lin BDS
Oral Health Therapists:
Rebecca, Kinjal and Kylie

Phone: 627-9970
www.bhbdental.co.nz

3A Heaphy Street (by the roundabout)
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Avcol musicians shine at KBB
The quality of Avondale College’s
musicians shone at the Auckland-wide
KBB Music Festival, held at the Holy
Trinity Cathedral and St Mary’s Chapel
in mid-August, with their four groups
receiving multiple awards.
The
Avondale
College
Chamber
Orchestra were one of just four chamber
groups invited to perform at Saturday
afternoon’s Gala Concert. The group
received not only a Gold Award at the
conclusion of the event, but also the
award for the Best Work in an ‘Other’
Style for their performance of Bosse
Nordin’s Scottis. The group is led by
itinerant teacher Mr Dave Snelling, but
are self-directed in performance, with
Year 13 student Chelsea Hong (violin)
and soloist Irene Kim in Year 12 on viola
giving strong leadership.
Also receiving a Gold Award in the jazz
section of the competition was the
Avondale College Big Band, led by Mr
Mike Robinson. They, too, were invited

to perform in the Gala
Concert, where they
gave a high-energy
performance of Sing
Sang Sung featuring Year
10 soprano saxophonist
Ben
Ridsdale
and
trombonist Jakob Elijas.
The Avondale College
Symphony Orchestra, led
by Avondale’s Director
of Music, Dr Julie
Garner, received a Silver
Award. Their repertoire
included a breath-taking
performance of The
Prayer, featuring soloists Avondale College’s Big Band, led by Michael Robinson, performing at the
Delores Lesatele and KBB Music Festival. Photo: Supplied.
Dom Tupou, which was very well received
performed in the KBB performances;
by the audience. Also receiving a Silver
the high standard attained reflects
Award was the Avondale College Stage
many, many hours of individual and
Band, led by itinerant music teacher, Mr
group work in the months leading up
David Edmundson.
to the competition, and the awards are
well deserved!
Congratulations to each student who

Glenavon Community Hub: Doing good stuff together
Despite being in lockdown, our Glenavon community celebrated Uike Kātoanga’i ‘o e lea faka-Tonga - Tonga Language
Week – online. This year’s theme was Fakakoloa ‘o Aotearoa ‘aki ‘a e Ako Lelei, which means ‘enriching Aotearoa with
holistic education’. It was so great to see the kids show pride in their own culture; they got dressed up in their traditional
Tongan outfits, sung their Tongan national anthem, shared information about Tonga, and shared a warm message about
staying safe while in lockdown.
Meanwhile, in times like these there are always people and families doing it extra tough. Kai Connect is a Glenavon Hub
project, run in partnership with Blockhouse Bay Baptist church. They worked behind the scenes to prepare kai parcels for
our families in need. The food was supplied by Fair Food, with some donated by locals.
Photos: Glenavon Hub.

