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Courage of their Convictions

Four Canal Road Tree Protesters Face Their Day in Court
The four protesters arrested
at Canal Rd avoided criminal
sentences at their hearing
in Auckland District Court
on 26 October. Mana Rākau
protesters Zane Wedding,
Hanna Luypers, and Trav
Mischewski were all offered
diversions. Steve Abel wasn’t
eligible for one as he’s
already had diversion before.
The Canal Road protest saw
a continuous occupation and
protest at the site from July 2020
to March 2021. This was covered
by Beacon Community News
at the time. The amazing forest

was planted by Walter Burgess.
Nicknamed “Old Burgie”, wood
and trees were Walter’s lifelong
passion. He decided to plant his
own arboretum on his half acre
paradise, likely in the late 1920s
to 30s. At a time when a lot of
native forest was being clear felled
across the country, Walter decided
to plant indigenous trees. He
carved the tree names in Latin and
te reo Maori on wooden plaques
and used his growing forest as an
educational aid. Of the 46 trees that
remained, there were seventeen
different species, including black
maire, puriri, rimu, titoki, totara,
whau, and pohutukawa.
Continued page 3.

Photo supplied.

L-R . Mana Rākau protesters Trav Mischewski, Zane Wedding, Steve Abel, and Hanna Luypers. Photo supplied.
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What drives
Wayne Brown?

Auckland Council gets
a shake up

By John Subritzky

By Laura Kvigstad, Auckland Council reporter. Funded by New Zealand on Air

Wayne has been a mayor before in the Far
North. At a stage of life when most people
would be taking it a bit easier, he is driven
to accomplish change. Wayne has ridden a
wave of discontent about Auckland Council
and Auckland Transport in particular. He
was also helped in his bid for Mayor by the
decline in support for Labour.

With a new mayor and several fresh
faces, Aucklander’s votes have
landed in favour of a shake-up at
Auckland Council.
Seven new councillors and a new mayor will
be seen around the council table this term
after four former councillors were ousted
from their seats, and former councillor and
mayoral candidate Fa’anānā Efeso Collins’
unsuccessful bid.

Determined to “fix” Auckland, his philosophy
could be summed up by the headline to an
article about him a couple of years back
“Councils led by former MPs never get
anything done”. His friend, former Waitakere
Mayor, Bob Harvey calls Wayne a “disruptor”.
In May 2021, Wayne told the audience at a
Rosebank Business Association meeting,
that he was dedicating a year of his life
towards his goal of seeing the Ports of
Auckland car and container operations
moved. He is adamant that the Port of
Auckland needs to move. “If you go down
Queen Street and turn left towards the
Wynyard Quarter you are in the very essence
of a liveable city. There is the harbour, people
everywhere smiling, nice cafes, fancy office
blocks, high wages, and it’s terrific! However,
if you go down Queen Street and turn right
at the bottom, you are in Gdansk! It’s an ugly
several kilometres of unremitting ugliness.
The port doesn’t pay rates and doesn’t deliver
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The four councillors ousted from their ward
seats are Linda Cooper, Paul Young, Pippa
Coom and Whau’s Tracy Mulholland.

Wayne Brown.

your stuff on time. You can’t see the harbour
or Rangitoto because the view is blocked by
car carrier ships.”
To achieve anything, Wayne will need to build
consensus among councillors. Wayne says
that the three Ps are important: Projects,
People, and Politics. Good projects backed
by the right people can sometimes navigate
their way through the politics which are
global, national, and local. National and
local politics are massive obstacles to any
progress in moving the port.
Election night delivered, on paper, a right
leaning Governing Body. That flipped when
Julie Fairey (married to Michael Woods,
Minister of Transport) was elected over Will
McKenzie and Kerrin Leoni ousted Tracy
Mulholland here in the Whau by 362 votes.
Tracy was missing in action for most of the
campaign. If her campaign had been more
vigorous, the outcome could have been
different. The Whau may have even had a
Deputy Mayor representing us at council.
The results in the Whau at council and local
board level show strong support for Labour,
going against the outgoing tide of electoral
support in other areas.
Since the election, Wayne has given few
interviews. Instead, he puts out a daily press
release. In these, he is showing an extensive
interest in the operations of Council
Controlled Organisations. He is bringing a
lot of clarity and focus, even if he still has
a lot of learning to do. As a disruptor, he
is making some people and organisations
uncomfortable that their status quo is
threatened. It is up to them to inform the
Mayor (and the rest of us) why their current
course is justified and whether there is
room for improvement.

LYNFIELD

After strong calls from the community to save
the reserve Young attempted to reverse the
council’s decision with fellow ward councillor
Sharon Stewart, but was again unsuccessful.
Young will be replaced by Maurice Williamson
with a 2,668 lead in votes. Williamson is a
former National MP who campaigned on
reducing rates, debt, costs, and staff at council.
Pippa Coom, alternatively to Paul Young, did
not support saving the Fortyfoot reserve and
said, “If we start unravelling every single sale
then there is going to be a domino effect.”
Coom also supported a stronger advocacy
position for the Hauraki Gulf Forum in her
role as co-chair, including a push towards cogovernance. Auckland Council veteran Mike Lee
has taken Coom’s seat with a lead of 1,161 votes.
Lee is returning to the Waitematā and Gulf
Ward for his fourth term since council’s
amalgamation.
As the Regulatory Committee chair, Linda
Cooper lobbied for council to get fining
powers with central government and
“more teeth”. Cooper has been unseated
by Westwards’ Ken Turner who won by 659
votes. Turner campaigned on reigning in
council spending, and funding being spent
on more local initiatives.

DENTAL

CENTRE
574 HILLSBOROUGH ROAD, 626 6622

Tracy Mulholland.

against the tide of council policy on a
number of issues. She voted against land
sales where the local community objected,
and rates increases, but still supported
emissions reduction through the transport
emissions reduction pathways.
While it looked like Mulholland was going to
get returned with a narrow margin, Kerrin
Leoni eventually replaced Mulholland with
just a 362 lead in votes.
Leoni is a labour-backed candidate who
campaigned on advocating for local facilities in
the Whau area and cleaning up the Whau river.
City Vision’s Julie Fairey, former chair of the
Franklin Local Board Andy Baker, and Labour
backed Lotu Fuli will also be among the new
faces at Auckland Council.
Mayor Wayne Brown congratulated the
newly elected councillors in a press release
following the announcement of the official
election results:
“No matter how close, every councillor and
every local board member has a mandate to
represent their communities, deliver their
promises from the campaign trail, and work
together to fix Auckland,” Brown said.
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Kerrin Leoni.

Three of the four councillors’ votes throughout
the year have leaned into council’s policy
direction: Cooper, Young and Coom. Votes on
climate action, reducing emissions and fiscal
recovery through rates increases and land
sales were supported in most cases by the
three councillors. An exception was for Paul
Young, who unsuccessfully voted against the
selling of Fortyfoot Lane reserve in his ward.

DR John Coburn, BDS Otago
BOOK ONLINE - lynfielddentalcentre.co.nz

https://birdcareaotearoa.org.nz/donate/
Become a bird hero today.

Follow us to stay updated:

Even $5 a week – the price of a
https://birdcareaotearoa.org.nz/donate/

cup of coffee – saves precious
feathered lives. BirdCare needs
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Courage of their Convictions

Four Canal Road Tree Protesters Face Their Day in Court

By John Subritzky

In 1961 the Burgess property was sold to Merv
Raymond. After he was deceased, his family
decided to sell the three lots they owned.
Auckland Council passed up the opportunity
to buy this unique forest for a reserve, so the
Raymond’s reached a deal with property
developer Paul Macy, conditional on the
trees being removed first. Despite numerous
attempts to negotiate a settlement between
the parties, Macy refused to engage with the
protestors.
Ironically, after the trees were felled and
the protests abandoned, they did get the
opportunity to talk when the protesters asked
for access to the fallen timber to take to
marae for carving. Some beautiful pieces have
already been created from the wood. At that
stage perhaps Paul Macy realised that it could
have all been handled differently to achieve an
outcome that was a win for all parties. Zane
says that despite the consequences, he
stood by his protest action. He felt his arm
snap when he was held down by security.
“In that cell, I knew my arm was broken,” he
said. “My back couldn’t stop spasming from
the beating. When that subsided, I felt warm.
There is no better way to honour my tūpuna
than to fight for whenua. I actually felt proud
to be locked in that cell,” Zane said. “In that
moment, my wairua, it just felt so full.” Zane
was unable to work as an arborist for six
months after his arrest due to his injuries. As
a highly rated tree climber, he was also unable
to enter the annual tree climbing competition
which he usually competes in. The course at
Manukau Institute of Technology that he
used to lecture at also no longer exists. He
is almost outside the arboriculture industry
now, so before he got to court, Zane had
already paid a heavy price for his protest.
Confusingly, Steve was arrested early on in
the 245-day Canal Rd protest, but he was in
court on charges from his protest at Western
Springs Forest. The common denominator is
that both times he was protesting by sitting
high up in trees. At Canal Rd, he was arrested
after a dramatic tree felling operation saw a
rewarewa tree felled so that it collided with
the puriri tree that Steve was occupying.
Video of the event shows two police who
had been below the pururi running for
their lives as the rewarewa fell towards
them. At Western Springs Forest, Steve was
occupying a karo tree.
Judge Fraser said that he thought “we were
beyond a pure conviction and discharge” due

Crowd of supporters gathered outside courthouse. Photo supplied.

to Steve’s previous offending. “A diversion,
suspended sentence and now a discharge
without conviction, how does that work?”
Judge Fraser asked.
Steve’s lawyer tried to explain the
circumstances. The Police were neutral
on pressing for a conviction. With Judge
Fraser struggling to see a pathway forward,
in an unusual move, Steve asked if he could
address the court.
He explained that the process of getting
to the point of felling the pines at Western
Springs had taken many years. Along the
way, new scientific evidence had been found
but it was too late to be considered. Steve
had made presentations to the Waitematā
Local Board opposing the felling. He had
taken every reasonable step available to
him. It was only when contractors arrived
and started felling 25-year-old pohutakawa
and kauri trees to create a logging road, that
he was tipped over the edge to direct protest
action. He described the regenerating native

forest under the pine canopy as a “magical,
ecologically rich environment” that had
contained 15,000 plants. After the pines
were felled, destroying most of the native
understory, the forest had been replaced
with only 7,000 plants similar to a motorway
landscaping job, according to Steve.
Judge Fraser took into account the
community push back against the felling,
and letters of support and references. This
included a letter from Sarah Trottman who
was a member of the Waitemata Local Board
at the time. She had been arrested in the
forest for protesting by sitting on a digger,
accompanied by an elderly woman.
Judge Fraser said that he was not
unsympathetic. “Despite the fact you have
been breaching the law, in my view you have
been publicly responsible,” he said, as he
discharged Steve without conviction and
apologised to Steve for the inconvenience of
having to come into court that day. The crowd
packing the court broke out into cheers and
clapping as the discharge was announced.

Hanna Luypers with a kawaka seedling. Photo supplied.

HIGH QUALITY AWARD-WINNING MEAT
... AT PRICES THAT WON’T HAVE YOU CRYING INTO YOUR BARBECUE
Reuben Sharples, part of the Sharp Black Team representing NZ in the 2022 World Butcher’s Challenge

10 Margan Ave, New Lynn | Phone 827 8827 | www.aussiebutchernewlynn.co.nz

4

Beacon NOVEMBER 2022

Children’s book helps connect the generations
Ryman resident Colin Butland and his son Toby recall family history
Toby Butland has recently published
a children’s book based on an
incredible tale passed down to him
by his father Colin, a resident at
Murray Halberg Retirement Village.
What It Takes To Wear Black, tells the story of
Toby’s great-grandfather Henry Butland who
was selected to play rugby for New Zealand
in 1893. Colin, a resident of Ryman’s Lynfield
Village, says his grandfather Henry Butland
was a proud West Coaster, a goldminer, and
a real character.
The illustrated volume reflects a time when
life was different, travel more difficult and a
period before the national team had been
renamed as the All Blacks.
Following a passing comment from Colin,
Toby’s interest in Henry was piqued and he
thoroughly enjoyed making the connections
and finding gems of information that added
into the story of his great-grandfather,
particularly his endeavours on sporting fields.
In 1893 Henry, aged 21, was chosen for a
national team set to tour New South Wales.
This was just a year after the formation of
the New Zealand Rugby Football Union, but
it was a heck of a journey before he got to
play on Australian turf.
Toby, in the book, has added in details of a
late 19th century world that most younger
children would not know much about.
With illustrations from Katharine Hall, the
book is for children of a young age. It has
plenty of points of interest, including the fact
that Henry made a 250km journey to Lyttelton,
involving a trek across the Southern Alps, just
in time to board the ship to Australia. The
story of Henry’s rugby adventure is followed
by a ‘Life in 1893’ synopsis, which gives some
factual information about the origins of the
game and how New Zealand worked as a
country at the time.
Colin says he was aware of his Hokitika-based
grandfather while growing up in Wellington.

What It Takes To Wear Black cover.

Henry Butland departing the coast, from Toby Butland’s What It Takes to Wear Black

“It’s excellent (the book). What finalised it for
me was the tale of going across the Southern
Alps… There was nothing to take him across,
so he had to walk.”
He is proud of Toby’s work on the book and
says it could provide a point of connection
between residents of villages like Murray
Halberg and their grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. Toby has three boys, aged
10, eight and six, in his family and wants to
reconnect them to the ‘past’, pre 21st century
and the older generation.
The book has been a point of discussion
between the two of them but has also
opened up connections to members of the
wider family. Colin’s father Leigh was the
brother to Jack Butland who founded NZ
Cheese Ltd (later sold as Chesdale Cheese).
Jack and Leigh’s brother, William Camille
Butland, made the ultimate sacrifice in WWII
on the battlefields of North Africa.
Colin says Henry was also a great supporter
of others who’d found themselves in difficult
circumstances on the West Coast.
“He financed a lot of gold prospectors up in the
hills. They may not have had enough money to
feed themselves… he looked after that.”
Much of the money was repaid, Colin adds.
With his family he visited the coast and was
taken into a different world.

Murray Halberg Retirement Village resident Colin Butland (centre) surrounded by family, including son Toby (far right).

Henry Butland had in 1896/7 travelled to
Alaska to be part of the Klondike Gold
Rush, in the Yukon region of north-western
Canada, and it seems, on his return to
New Zealand, gold was in his blood.
Colin says he remembers his grandfather
taking him as a 12-year-old to a river-based
gold dredge. Henry and a group of his
business partners had built it to sift through
the river gravels in and around Hokitika.
He recalls a time when Henry laid a bar of
gold on the table saying, ‘if you can pick

that up using just two fingers it’s yours,’
knowing full well that he’d set poor Colin an
impossible task.
Toby says it was stories such as these
that he wants to help pass on to younger
generations. He has already begun work on
Fittall the Flyer, set in World War II.
“That is my passion: to preserve these tales.
There’s bound to be many more out there.”
Information on the book’s availability is on
the website backintheday.co.nz.

Aucklanders show up
for last-minute voting

DENTURE CLINIC
Our services:

Dr Nitin Raniga Orthodontist
BDS (Otago), DclinDent (Otago),
MOrth RSCEd, MRACDS (Orth)

6 Exminster Street, Blockhouse Bay

Ph: 09 627 3555

nitin@aucklandortho.co.nz

www.aucklandortho.co.nz

Complete Dentures
Partial Dentures
Immediate Dentures
Relines and Repairs
Free Insurance and
WINZ quotes
Fully Operating laboratory

FREE CONSULTATION
09 948 2202
info@dentic.co.nz
201 Taylor St, Blockhouse Bay

www.dentic.co.nz

By Laura Kvigstad, Auckland Council reporter.
Funded by New Zealand on Air
An increase in special voting than expected to get the final total.
catches election services off Governance Services manager Rose
Leonard said the vote boxes were a
guard in this year’s election.
Local elections are notorious for low
attendance with Auckland’s participation
being one of the lowest in the country.
While voter turnout for Auckland was on
par with the previous election sitting at
35.5 percent up from 35.3 percent a slew
of last-minute voters meant official results
for the election were delayed.
Independent Election Services Dale
Ofsoske said a large number of votes
came into the Electoral Office on the final
day of voting.
It was an extremely busy time for election
services and “queues [had] been snaking
out the door,” Ofsoske said.
He said they had received 6,500 special
votes in total which meant it took longer

success.

“Last-minute special voting has been
busier than previous elections and we are
feeling encouraged that voters have made
that last-minute effort,” Leonard said.
Earlier this year at the Governing Body
meeting on July 28 Auckland Council’s
chief executive Jim Stabback had voter
turnout as an accountability measure
removed from his performance objectives.
The decision came as councillors did not
believe Stabback had limited influence
over voter turnout.
A large number of special votes meant
the election results had to be published
a day later while votes were being
processed.
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JOIN OUR VILLAGE
COMMUNITY.
Perfectly positioned in Lynﬁeld,
Murray Halberg Retirement Village
oﬀers modern and spacious apartments,
surrounded by native bush.
We currently have two and three-bedroom
apartments available. Light and spacious,
comfortable, and safe, these apartments are
designed with easy living in mind. Featuring
well-considered layouts, contemporary
kitchens and bathrooms, with indoor-outdoor
flow and their own balconies or patios.
You can also have certainty about your
living costs, knowing your base weekly
fee is fixed for the entire time you occupy
your apartment.

For more information call Lucy or Abbey on 09 627 2727.

MURRAY HALBERG RETIREMENT VILLAGE
11 Commodore Drive, Lynﬁeld

4310

rymanhealthcare.co.nz
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Annual staff costs hit $1 billion for Auckland Council group
By Laura Kvigstad, Auckland Council reporter. Funded by New Zealand on Air
The number of big Auckland
Council salaries are rising, and new
mayor Wayne Brown is looking to
change that.
The annual staff costs for council in the
2021/2022 financial year sat at just over $1
billion for council and its owned or controlled
organisations, hitting the ten-digit figure for
the first time since amalgamation.
The latest annual report also revealed that
257 staff across council organisations earned
over $200,000. In the previous year, the figure
sat at 222, and since 2015 the figure has risen
by 60 percent from 155.

The number of staff earning over $300,000 is
56, one up from the previous year.

only employee. The rest of council’s staff are
managed by Stabback himself.

In several public statements Wayne Brown
has put a target on the backs of middle
managers, looking to cut the salary pool of
$300,000 by 30 percent which would see
over $5 million cut from salary expenditure.

During one of Stabback’s performance
reviews in April this year, former mayor Phil
Goff challenged the idea that council staff
were overpaid.

Brown would need to pass a resolution amongst
councillors in order to do so. His sway over
council staff is limited however, with only one
employee directly under him and the Governing
Body: Chief Executive Jim Stabback.
Stabback receives quarterly performance
reviews from the Governing Body, and in the
last term was repeatedly noted as being its

“Whenever anyone tells me that we have got a
bloated and overpaid bureaucracy I say, ‘Well
if it is so bloated and overpaid why is it that
we have the attrition rate of our skilled people
going to other organisations?’” Goff said.
Chief financial officer, Peter Gudsell says the
increase in employees earning over $200,000
and $300,000 is because of annual salary
increases and a tight labour market.

“Staff that were hired during the year received
higher salaries in line with increasing market
rates, and some existing staff received salary
increases in line with the market,” Gudsell said.
“The high demand for the limited number of
skilled workers drove salaries upwards.”
Gudsell says there is a contractual
commitment that increases will be in line
with the Consumer Price Index rates.
Council reports to benchmark salary levels
for employees against the public sector and
market rates with 15 salary bands for similar
positions.
Stabback was approached for comment but
did not respond by the time of publication.

Recognising four years of progress at Lynfield’s Wairaki Stream
Four years ago, the Friends of
Wairaki Stream embarked on a
mission: To restore the Wairaki
Stream, that flows through to
Lynfield Cove behind the Lynfield
Countdown in Lynfield Reserve,
parks, and houses, to a better state
of health.
As a volunteer of this group, it’s been
incredible seeing the transformation. FOWS
had their first official community meeting
in November 2018 and their first volunteer

working day on 1 Dec 2018, which I found out
by chance via Facebook and thought to go
along to. I was hooked!
My forte in the earlier days was ripping down
blankets of blue morning glory vine that was
smothering native ponga trees, ferns, and
cabbage trees. I remember working on a big
pile of vines not even realising there was a
juvenile fern underneath. No doubt it is now
growing alongside all of the planted trees,
providing some shelter to the younger plants.
“Area 6”, accessed off Orsova Place, used
to be an absolute jungle of weeds (see
before and after photos from 2019 and

2022). Prickly palm plant, choking vines,
carpets of tradescantia, a grove of wild
bamboo (still there but a lot smaller thanks
to Jim and the other guys), it was hard to
even find your footing. Now, after weeding,
planting, and providing the young plants
with some aftercare, you can see how the
streambank now helps clean the water
through biofiltering before it enters the
stream and how much more bird life there
is. Council has recently built a new track for
maintenance and volunteers so there are
even steps where a tenuous path down the
steep bank was.

2019: before clearing

Hillsborough Auto
Super Shoppe

2019 photos from Bobby Shen. 2022 photos from Jon Turner.

All repairs, WOF, Tyres
Auto Electrical
Classic car and Bike specialist
Over 40 years’ experience

Jordan Scherf

Peter Scherf

09 626 2026
421 Hillsborough Rd
autosupershoppes.co.nz

2022: plants have grown

FOWS celebrates its birthday at Chilli Cafe this
week, a tradition where we all reflect on the
progress the group has made to this stream in
the heart of Lynfield. A huge thank you to the
organising committee of FOWS, in particular
leaders Dianne and Kathy, for their work
enabling the local community to give back to
such a wonderful natural environment.
Do come and help out sometime - volunteer
days and progress photos are posted
on their Facebook page facebook.com/
fowairakistream

Bobby Shen, volunteer of FOWS

2019: after planting
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Free COVID
antiviral medicines
are available
Free oral antiviral medicines are available for people at risk of becoming
very unwell from COVID, and free RATs are available for everyone.
Beneﬁts of antiviral medicines
Antiviral medicine can help people be less sick and stay out of hospital. The medicine must be
taken within the ﬁrst 5 days of having COVID symptoms to reduce the amount of virus in the body.
Who can get antiviral medicines

When to get antiviral medications

Eligible people include:

To get the COVID antiviral medicines, all of these must apply:

• Māori or Paciﬁc people aged 50 years or older

• you have COVID, or you are a household contact and
have symptoms

• everyone aged 65 years and older
• anyone aged 50 years or older who has had
less than two COVID vaccinations
• anyone with a severely weakened immune system,
Down syndrome, sickle cell anaemia, or were previously
in critical or high dependency hospital care from COVID.
• anyone with three or more high-risk medical conditions.
For the full list of high-risk medical conditions,
visit Covid19.govt.nz/medicines

• your symptoms started within the last 5 days
• you are eligible for the medicine.
Your doctor, nurse, hauora provider, or local pharmacy
can tell you if you are eligible and may provide you with
a prescription. If your local pharmacy does not prescribe
antiviral medicine, they can put you in touch with a
pharmacy that does.

How to get antiviral medications
If you have COVID you must isolate for 7 days. You can
arrange to have medicines delivered by friends or whānau.
If needed, pharmacies that provide COVID antiviral medicine
can have them delivered to you, for free.

Free RATs
Free rapid antigen tests (RATs) are available for everyone, and you do not need to have COVID to get them.
You can order them online at RequestRATS.Covid19.health.nz and collect them at community providers,
marae, testing centres, and some pharmacies, or have someone collect them for you.

Upload your test results, positive or negative, to MyCovidRecord.health.nz, or call 0800 222 478
and choose option 3.

Find out more at Covid19.govt.nz
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Wattle
Bay
track
works
More sustainable
choices this Christmas complete
If you are looking for more
sustainable gift options for
whānau and friends this year,
check out the range at the
EcoMatters Store, in New Lynn.
There’s a unique selection of locally
sourced gifts, such as candles, skincare,
jewellery and accessories, and alternatives
to single use items, including reusable
coffee cups, lunch boxes, drink bottles and
produce bags.
Or give the gift of choice, with a gift
voucher so your recipient can select from
the extensive range of sustainable living
products available at the store.
Gardeners keen to foster native biodiversity
will love our Seedling Field Guides. Two
companion volumes, one on native plants
and one on pest plants, help you identify
seedlings popping up in your own backyard
or restoration project, so you can decide
whether to let them stay or let them go.
Compost soft weeds in your own backyard
with EcoMatters weed bags. Just fill up a

bag with soft weeds such as tradescantia
or plectranthus, seal and leave it
somewhere sunny.
When the contents look like soil again,
the compost can be used in your garden.
The EcoMatters Store offers an ecostore
refillery, where you can grab and go with
our swap-a-bottle or bulk container
options, or bring in your own containers
for product refills.
Or bring in items to be recycled, including
batteries, e-waste, razor blades, Colgate
dental product packaging, or bring in
unwanted, clean curtains for the curtain
bank.

It was great to see the Wattle Bay
track works finally completed in
late September, allowing explorers
to access the whole Waikōwhai
Walkway again.

The works included the installation of new
boardwalks, including through the wetland
at Wattle Bay, and an upgrade of the walking
track to a higher standard. During the
works a previously unidentified midden was
found, requiring archaelogical cataloguing
and mana whenua input. Check out the
Waikōwhai Walkway map on the Council
website and make a day of it along the
beautiful coast this summer.
Words and photos: Jon Turner

The EcoMatters Store is open Wednesday
to Sunday, between 10am and 2pm, at
1 Olympic Place, New Lynn. You can
also browse a range of products at
ecomatters.org.nz/store-online to order
for delivery.
Your last day for Christmas shopping is
Saturday 24 December. The store will
close for a Christmas break and re-open
for 2023, from Wednesday 11 January.

Weather by the Moon
Central west Auckland weather diary, November 2022
From Ken Ring of www.predictweather.com
November may be drier than
average, with average sunshine.
The first week may be wettest, the
second week is the cloudiest with
the coolest minima, the third week
is the sunniest and driest with
highest pressures, fourth week
brings lowest pressures, and the
last five days see a return of wet
conditions.

Best fishing bite-times (in west around noon
and in east around dusk) on 7th-10th and
23rd-25th. Bite-chances are also good on
1st-2nd, 16th-18th and 30th.

The best weekend for outdoor activities may
be 19th/20th. The barometric average may
be around 1021mbs.

© Ken Ring 2022

For fishermen, highest tides are around 25th.

For gardeners, planting is best (waxing moon
ascending) on 24th and 25th; and pruning is
best 8th-11th (waning moon descending).
For preserving and longer shelf-life, pick
crops or flowers around neap tides of 2nd
and 17th.
(Allow 24-hour error for all forecasting)

For future weather for any date, and
the 2023 NZ Weather Almanac, see
www.predictweather.com
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Lions help out at the Pink Ribbon Ride
When 355 motorbikes and scooters
travelled from the Auckland Netball
Centre and ended up in Western
Springs, the New Lynn Lions were
among the volunteers waiting at
the destination, more than happy
to help out at the 19th Annual
Pink Ribbon Ride on Sunday 9th
October. The throaty rumble of the
motorbikes was audible long before
the first bikes were visible.

“It was a great event to be part of, and we
enjoyed seeing the well decorated scooters,
motorbikes and participants,” says New Lynn
Lions Past President Lianne Sloane.
The New Lynn Lions also donated $1,000
to the Child Cancer Foundation after
participating in the Wig Wednesday
fundraiser at their September monthly book
sale after matching dollar for dollar with
donations and adding a bit more. They wish
to thank all those who donated on the day.

The New Lynn Lions organised the sausage
sizzle and are very grateful to Placemakers
New Lynn for the use of their barbecue,
and Reuben Sharples at Aussie Butchers
New Lynn for donating the sausages. $930
was raised directly from the sausage sizzle
which went towards the overall total raised
on the day.

Most of our team on the day: Kelly, Daryl, Graham, Shauna, Penny and Lianne.

$11,500 was raised which went to the
Breast Cancer Foundation and the Lions
were very happy to be part of it once again.
Past President Lianne Sloan with Ameeta Sharma from
Westpac. Ameeta’s team volunteered to do sausage
sizzling duties.

This lady won the prize for best dressed female.

Graham with a breast cancer survivor.

355 motorbikes, scooters, and riders attended the event.

We dig plants.
Plants dig mulch.
Save precious water with a layer of mulch from Central Landscape
Supplies. Mulch helps the soil retain moisture and it limits weeds,
while helping your plants to grow.

Central Landscape Supplies Avondale
Open 7 days • 419 Rosebank Rd, Avondale, Auckland
09 828 5533 • avondale@centrallandscapes.co.nz
www.centrallandscapes.co.nz
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Number of classified dog owners approaches
triple digits
By Laura Kvigstad, Auckland Council reporter. Funded by New Zealand on Air

Across the COVID-19 pandemic, the
number of dog owners’ classifications
from Auckland Council has steadily
risen with recent figures approaching
the 100 mark.
In 2017 the number of classified owners sat
at 22 but in this year’s annual management
report council showed 96 owners were
classified.
Classified dog owners fall under two
categories: disqualified owners who are
unable to own a dog for up to five years, and
probationary owners who have to go through
an education programme.

While probationary owners make up the bulk
of classifications, disqualified owners have
risen from 1 in 2017 to 23 this year, and 13 new
disqualifications in just the last year.
Animal Management manager Elly Waitoa
said dog owners needed to understand the
responsibility they took on when adopting
a dog.
“If a dog has caused injury, damaged property
or endangered people or other animals,
the council can classify the dog owner as
probationary or disqualified,” Waitoa said.
She said civil and criminal action could also
be taken against a dog owner and lawsuits
could be filed to recover damages caused by
a dog.

“Dogs must be cared for with sufficient
food, water and shelter provided, along with
proper care, attention, and exercise.” She
said that owners needed to have control
over their dogs and closely supervise them
to avoid causing a nuisance or harm.
Waitoa pointed to the rising number of dogs
in Auckland and said there was a direct
correlation to the number of classifications.
Several councillors at councils Regulatory
Committee on September 9 were unsure
whether the Responsible Dog Owner
License was still available to Aucklanders.
Waitoa said there had been a five percent
increase in dog owners with the license over
the last year.

Dog owner Alexandra Johnston was fighting
a classification at the same committee after
her dog escaped and attacked other animals.
“It was never my intention to be in trouble.
I don’t know how it all went so terribly,”
Johnston said.
She said she was unaware of the action that
could be taken against her when her dog
got out of control. If she had known how the
dog control act was written, Johnston said
she would have made different choice like
adopting a more trainable breed of dog.
Under the 1996 dog control act a person
whose dog attacks a person or other animal
may be convicted and fined up to $3,000.

Conversation, Tenacity and Resilience
There was a great turnout for
the AGM. The crowd socialised
over drinks and hors d’oeuvres
before the meeting got underway.
Reconnecting and networking with
like-minded businesspeople is an
important benefit of attending
RBA events.

Chair Stefan Crooks, host Sophia Bristow, Grant Hewison.

The meeting was emceed by RBA
Chairperson Stefan Crooks. He said that
compelling conversations had helped to
navigate the challenges of the last few years.
“Whilst we now have some clear air moving
out of the “Covid revolution” I can honestly
say that I have experienced amazing
conversations amongst the RBA team, and
our members that clearly show that we
have great tenacity and resilience within our
business district.”

Community
catch ups

With Deborah Russell
MP for New Lynn
Every Monday morning
1885 Great North Rd, Avondale
Book a 15 minute meeting by
contacting my oﬃce through
newlynn.mp@parliament.govt.nz
or 09 820 6245.
Come and talk to me about
your issues or concerns or just
come and say hello!
/DeborahRussellLabour
@BeeFaerie

Authorised by Deborah Russell MP,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington

Above: Michelle Blau, Alex Vallings, and Xen Zambas; Below: Chair Stefan Crooks
delivers a positive AGM.

By John Subritzky

Membership is stable at 281 despite
businesses closing, moving, and Covid.
Executive Engagement Manager, Kim
Watts, said that there was no looking
back from a move eight months ago to a
flat management structure at the RBA.
There has also been a shift in focus from
business success to Rosebank being a
place for business, people, and community
success.
There is renewed interest in employee
wellbeing with the Rosebank Wellbeing
Collab gaining momentum. There is local
community engagement via social media,
as well as supporting community projects
such as the reopening of the Kurt Brehmer
Walkway.
With the rebuild of their website in January
2022, the new fresh look has up-to-date
news and added features. Business
Development Manager, Phil Clode, said,
“Part of the brief was to integrate our new
CRM with our website so we can have an up
to the minute business directory that talks
with the website. We achieved this and
now have one of the best BID websites in
the country. We also added new aspects to
the website and simplified content for ease
of use.”
Submissions have been made on many
issues as part of the RBA’s advocacy on
behalf of businesses. The RBA achieves
greater traction as a collective voice
with government (both central and local)
and other stakeholders on issues and
opportunities that affect local business.
Events are starting to be hosted again
as an important opportunity to network,
collaborate and engage with others.
New members were elected to the RBA
Board: Sophia Bristow, Managing Director
of Eurotech Design, and Rebecca Harris,
General Manager, Intelligent Design, were the
successful nominations.
The formal part of the meeting ended
with a short message from venue host Sophia
Bristow about the journey of Eurotech Design
over recent years. She stated that investment
in IT infrastructure had helped them to survive
Covid. They have celebrated recent deals that
have given them significant product volumes
with suppliers.
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Mayor and Deputy Mayor farewell council
By Laura Kvigstad, Auckland Council reporter. Funded by New Zealand on Air
With weepy eyes, jokes, and a look
back on what Auckland Council had
achieved, the mayor and deputy
mayor farewelled council.

provided for Aucklanders, from council
pools teaching water safety, to libraries being
“much loved” community spaces to essential
services like stormwater infrastructure,
wastewater, and transport.

At the Governing Body meeting on
September 29, Mayor Phil Goff and Deputy
Mayor Bill Cashmore had their final
meeting in council. Cashmore kicked off
the valedictory speeches and said council
supplies essential services to 1.7 million
Aucklanders, many of whom do not realise
it is council providing those services. “We
touch the public of Auckland every day in
numerous ways,” Cashmore said.

While giving his final thanks to his wife and
those who had supported him through his
time as deputy mayor, Cashmore became
choked up.

He walked through all the ways council

“It is great to be a part of this team and to

“To my mayor Phil, I did not ask to be your deputy,
but you have my admiration and my respect. It
has been my honour and my privilege.”
Mayor Phil Goff joked that he had not seen
Cashmore that emotional since he gave his
wife a bulldozer for her birthday.

have gone through the challenges we have
faced over these six years,” Goff said.
He said he was leaving the job with mixed
feelings and a sense of sadness.
“When you can see a difference in the lives of
the people that you are representing, when
you can make your city better, when you can
do something for future generations, that
is a satisfaction none of you will get in the
private sector.”
“You might not get paid as well, you might work
longer hours, and you get abused more but
that sense of satisfaction is quite profound.”
Goff said he was proud of the stable,
responsible,
and
evidence-driven
governance the council was able to provide.

Auckland Council Chief Executive Jim Stabback,
Mayor Phil Goff and Deputy Mayor Bill Cashmore at
the last Governing Body meeting of the term.
Photo: Our Auckland

Mana whenua facing capacity issues; Council support needed
By Laura Kvigstad, Auckland Council reporter. Funded by New Zealand on Air
Auckland Council is looking at how
to support mana whenua facing
capacity issues with an influx of
requests for engagement and
meetings.
Throughout
committees
this
year,
engagement for mana whenua has
presented a challenge. In April, Independent
Māori Statutory Board member Glenn

Wilcox said mana whenua were struggling
with the burden of responding and had been
“pātai-ed to death”.
At the Park Arts Community and Events
Committee on September 22, Wilcox raised
the issue again, questioning what support
council could offer to mana whenua sinking
under Resource Management Act queries,
council meetings and discussions.

“There seems to be a capacity issue that
may not just be a dollar problem… They just
seem to be sinking into the mud a little,”
Wilcox said.
Māori Outcomes director Herewini Te Koha
said council was seeking an audience for
each of the 19 mana whenua iwi to discuss
capacity constraints.

cost of doing business with Auckland
Council, I use business in a more liberal
sense, the cost of having relationships and
engagements with Auckland Council,” Te
Koha said.
He said it was on council’s radar but wished
central government would “lean in” as they
tended to be on council’s coattails with
arrangements.

“I am particularly concerned about the

Celebrate with us this

C H R IS TMA S
BOOK YOUR FUNCTION TODAY

View our venues and book your function online - thetrusts.co.nz/support-local
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Name adopted for Avondale Whau Pacific Festival
library and community hub 2022 a roaring success
Avondale library and community
hub has taken another step in
its development, following the
adoption of the name ‘Te Hono’ by
Whau Local Board.

The name, which means ‘the connection’,
recognises that the new facility connects
place, people and purpose, has been gifted
by mana whenua representatives from
Te Kawerau ā Maki, and supported by Te
Ākitai Waiohua, Ngāti Te Ata and Ngāti
Whātua Ōrākei.
The library and community hub, which
will reinvigorate the centre of Avondale,
is currently in the design phase with
preliminary design complete. Naming the
new facility early means the name can
influence the design narrative, including
mahi toi (art), and strengthens the cultural
and community connection to the facility.

Reflecting the purpose
Outgoing Whau Local Board Chair, Kay
Thomas, says that the name truly reflects
the purpose of the centre.
“This is a place that will connect people, that
will bring people together, and will be a place

the whole community comes together with a
shared purpose.

“We think that Te Hono couldn’t be more
appropriate, and on behalf of the board I
want to thank mana whenua representatives
who have provided such a strong name that
will resonate with all who use the facility.”

Te Hono - ‘the connection’
Te Hono is ‘the connection’ – connecting
place, people and purpose. It relates to the
underlying principle in the design brief of
hononga – connection, relationship and
bond and ‘a place where people of all ages,
abilities and interests can come together for
meaningful social interaction and connection’.
The following whakataukī (proverb) was
shared as part of the naming:
He hono tangata e kore e motu; ka pa he
taura waka e motu.
Unlike a canoe rope, a human bond cannot
be severed.
Te Hono reinforces the mana whenua vision
from the design brief for the new facility
to celebrate the local and wider cultural
landscape, express cultural identity and
sense of place and provide for culturally
welcoming processes and protocols.

For the second year running, the
crowds were dazzled at the Whau
Pacific Festival.
The event, once again run by the Whau
Pasifika Komiti in partnership with Saintz
Dance Academy and funded by Whau
Local Board, combines Pasifika workshops,
maketi (markets) and celebrations.
Four nights of events were held across
Whau, bringing together the best of
Pasifika culture, with lots of community
support and attendance.

Four days and nights of events
The first night welcomed several
workshops embracing all things Pasifika
at New Lynn Community Centre, including
workshops on Tongan Crafts, Ukulele,
Hulanesia, Making Coconut Cream and
Siva afi (fire dancing).
On night two, Pasifika film night was held
at Hollywood Cinema in Avondale, with
interactive gaming as a warm up, followed
by two films, Money Honey and WHINA
and followed up with a question and
answer session with the filmmakers.
Then on day three, Night Markets lit
up the New Lynn Community Centre,

full of Pasifika arts, crafts and food with
stallholders ranging from the young to
the old, and live entertainment by the
talented Junior Soqeta to keep the crowds
entertained.
And the grand finale, on night four,
was a Fiafia night held at Kelston Boys’
High School, which included a range of
performances and celebrations.

Huge success
Chantelle Huch from Saintz Dance
Academy says the event was a huge
success.
“For the second year in a row, the
festival has produced thrills and spills,
entertainment, and education in equal
measure, and has been a roaring success.
“It included more events and activities
than last year, and we have had fantastic
reception from all attendees.
“This was a collaborative effort, an
enormous amount of work goes into
putting it together, but it really was worth
it all. We want to thank Whau Local Board
for providing the funding for the event,
which is becoming an essential part of the
Pacific calendar for the community.”

Concept Design of Te Hono

Don’t be a dumper – help protect our environment
Be responsible and dispose of your
waste the right way.
Illegal dumping is damaging the environment
as well as being an eyesore and the council
is asking people to do the right thing and
dispose of their waste properly.
Senior Waste Advisor Jan Eckersley says
that Auckland is a great place to live, and the
community needs to look after the city.
“The environment is precious, and nobody
wants to see piles of rubbish dumped around
the place.
“Residents should dispose of their unwanted
items, green waste and household rubbish
correctly - dumping it in parks, on berms, and
down banks is not the right way.
“If you’re planning a clear-out of your house,
garage or garden, make sure you also plan how
you’ll dispose of waste correctly,” Jan says.
“Our network of Community Recycling
Centres is a good place to start, where
unwanted household items in good
condition can find a new home.”

Items and household rubbish that are not
reusable or recyclable should be taken to
your nearest transfer station for disposal –
charges apply.
Council receives over 18,000 illegal dumping
reports every year, ranging from large
items of furniture to general rubbish from
moving house, food scraps and disposable
plates from gatherings, and bags of excess
household rubbish. Tyres, mattresses, green
waste, household items, clothing, demolition,
and hazardous waste are common items
that are dumped, rather than being disposed
of correctly.
“The team finds all sorts of things dumped tyres and shopping trolleys in streams, piles
of green waste and household rubbish in
industrial areas,” Jan says.
Illegal dumping causes huge damage to the
environment - tyres cause pollution when
oil and chemical residues leach off the
tyres onto the ground and into waterways;
bagged rubbish can get split open causing
litter problems and rubbish dumped in the
bush crushes and kills plants.

“People don’t seem to realise that not
disposing of waste the right way causes all
sorts of environment issues - green waste
kills plants and spreads weeds, food waste
attracts vermin, and hazardous waste - oil,
chemicals, batteries etc - contaminates the
ground and pollutes the waterways,” Jan says.
Auckland Council is cracking down on illegal

dumping and is calling on the community to
help in the battle against it.
Dumping can be reported by phone to 0800
NO DUMP (0800 66 3867), which operates
24 hours 7 days a week. The complaint will
be investigated, and the council may issue
instant fines up to $400 or prosecute the
person or business responsible.

NOVEMBER WHAU LIBRARIES LINE-UP

Avondale Library
facebook.com/avondalelib

Bookings: eventbrite.co.nz, “Avondale”

New Lynn War
Memorial Library
facebook.com/NewLynnLibrary
Bookings: eventbrite.co.nz,
“New Lynn Library”
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Regular library events
Mondays

Thursdays

Maker space 3:15pm-4:30pm @Avondale.
Creative activities, technologies, and crafts
for school age children. Creative activities for
school age children. Details of each month
can be found on our Facebook page.

Job Café with Whau ACE 10am-12pm @
Avondale. Help and support for jobseekers.
English-Mandarin Conversation Class
10am @Avondale. Learn English in a relaxed
conversational environment.
Preschool Storytime 10.30am -11am @ BHB.
Starting Thursday 20 October. Free and fun,
literacy development through stories and
songs. Term time.
Knitting Circle 1-3pm @BHB. Beginners
welcome. Experienced knitters will be on
hand to help with any problems. Bring your
own wool and knitting needles.

Tuesdays
Suzy Cato. Wed 9th, 10am. Join us for
stories, songs, and fun with our special guest
and close friend, Suzy Cato. Bring your little
ones for all the whānau fun. Don’t miss out.
Fire Safety Storytime. Mon 14th, 10am. A
special storytime with our local fire crew.
If there are no emergencies at that time,
the crew will be bringing the fire truck for
children to look over.

Blockhouse Bay Library
facebook.com/blockhousebaylibrary

Bookings: Ph 377 0209 blockhousebaylibrary@
aucklandcouncil.govt

Lego Build Session. Thursday 3 Nov, 4 - 5pm
and Thursday 17 Nov, 4 - 5pm. Get creative
with Lego come along and design, build and
create every fortnight. Great for kids aged
6-12 years. Term time only.
Reading Revolution. Wednesdays, 3 - 4pm
Starting November 2nd. Come along for a
discussion of a chosen poem and short story
- kind of like a book club - but you just turn up!
Youth Space. Fridays in November. Turn up
to the New Lynn Meeting Room and have
a space just for youth! With something
different each week. Term time only.
Digital and Device Support. 10am, Fridays
in November. Bring Your own device (phone,
tablet, laptop) and learn how to use different
websites and apps. All welcome, just turn up!
• Fri 4th Nov 10am: Online council services
(paying rates, dog registration etc)

Blockhouse Bay Library has something for
everyone during November.

• Fri 11th Nov 10am: Library digital collections
(Libby, BorrowBox etc)

ASB Financial Literacy Workshop. Sun
6th 1-2pm Join this workshop run by Sheree
Tiatia from ASB and learn some financial
literacy tips. Topics to be covered are
budgeting, saving, Kiwisaver, managing debt,
flatting and your finances - and much more!
For ages 16+. Bookings are required.

• Fri 18th Nov 10am: Social media (Facebook,
Messenger etc)

3D Print Jewellery Workshop - from image
to 3D print! Sat 12th 1-3pm. Learn how to
turn a black and white drawing, or online
image into a 3D printed keychain, charm,
or earrings. For teens and adults - ages
12+. Bookings are required. Depending on
demand, this workshop may be re-run from
1-3 pm on Saturday 26 November.
Christmas gift tag making. Sat 3 Dec &
Sun 4 Dec, all day. Come along and make a
Christmas gift tag. All materials provided. No
bookings required.

Storytime. Our Thursday Storytimes are
a fun, noisy time for preschoolers! There
is singing, dancing, hand rhymes and fun
activities, as well as some fabulous books
to enjoy. All this fun helps your little one
grow their confidence, and language skills
while making new friends. It’s also a chance
for you to meet new people from your
neighbourhood. Storytime is every Thursday
10:30am at Blockhouse Bay Library.

Wriggle & Rhyme 10-10.30am @Avondale.
Promotes active movement and brain
development for babies and toddlers aged two
years and under. Term time.

Wednesdays
Wriggle & Rhyme 9.30-10am @BHB. Songs,
rhymes, and gentle exercise to music for
babies and toddlers 0-2yrs. Term time.
Storytime 10am @Avondale. Come along
to our popular Storytimes where librarians,
and sometimes, authors or other special
guests read captivating stories. 3-5yrs.
Term time.
Book Lovers Club 11am-12noon @New Lynn.
3rd Wed/month. Join a group passionate about
reading to discuss books.
International Cookbook Club 1-3pm @
Avondale. 2nd Wed/month. Discover new
cuisines and share a meal together. Featuring
the library’s cookbook collection, this is a fun
way to meet people, experience new recipes
and enjoy kai together. Register at Eventbrite,
search “Avondale Library”.
Reading Revolution 3 - 4pm starting
November 2nd @ NL. Come along for a
discussion of a chosen poem and short story
- kind of like a book club - but you just turn up!
New Lynn Chess Club 3.30pm - 5pm during
term time @ New Lynn Community Centre.
Come along and learn how to play, practice
your chess skills, and make some new friends!
Open to all skill levels, ages 5+.

Fridays

Book Club 10.30am - 12pm @ BHB. 3rd Friday
of the month. Discuss what you’ve been
reading, find new books.
Te reo korero 11-12pm. @Avondale. Extend
your reo learning with a conversation group.
All reo speaking levels welcome to come
along and korero.
Chess Club 3-5pm @Avondale. Beginners
welcome, learn how to play chess.
Kids’ Pokemon Trading Card Club
3.30-4.30pm @BHB. Club 1st Fri/month. All
ages. Come and have fun trading cards!

Saturdays
Storytime 10-10:30am @Avondale. Come along
to our popular Storytimes where librarians, and
sometimes authors or other special guests read
captivating stories. 3-5yrs. Term time.
Kids’ Book Club 2-3pm @BHB second
Saturday of each month. Bring a book to
discuss with other kids who like reading. 9-12
years, able to read chapter books.

Sundays
Kids Comic Book Drawing Club. 2-3pm @BHB
last Sun/month. 8-11yrs.

Recommended Reading
Rongoā Wānanga - Maori Health Classes.
Thursday 3rd and 17th, 11:30am - 12.30pm.
Learn about native plants and discuss key
philosophies, principles, and processes of
Rongoā Maori in this free series of classes.
Classes are free to attend, no registration
or prior knowledge is required, and all
are welcome!
Crown Lynn Collector & NZ Studio Pottery
Market. Sunday 6th, 9am - 1pm, New Lynn
Community Centre. Join Te Toi Uku or their
popular ceramic market! A chance for
collectors to find the pattern or shape they
are after, and traders will also be selling NZ
studio pottery. $2 entry. To enquire about
becoming a friend of Te Toi Uku send an email
to curator@portageceramicstrust.org.nz

Wriggle and Rhyme. Enjoy a gentle time
with your baby or toddler at our Wriggle and
Rhyme sessions. Sing, cuddle and do gentle
exercises that help build strong bodies and
develop your baby’s brain. Stay and chat
with each other after the session while your
baby plays with our big pile of plastic blocks.
Wriggle & Rhyme is 9:30am every Wednesday
during term time at Blockhouse Bay Library.
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Book Sale Bonanza! 18th to 21st. Come on
out to New Lynn Library for our Book Sale
Bonanza. Three days only, so come and get
yourself a bargain.
POP Culture Quiz. Wednesday 23rd, 4 - 5 pm.
Join us in the library for an epic pop culture
quiz. Round up your whanau and friends for
a team or join in on your own. A prize for 1st,
2nd, and 3rd places. All welcome.

Reading picture books with your children can be just as much
fun for you, as your child. Some of our favourites are:
The Dinos on the Bus by Peter Millett. Enjoy singing this silly version
of The Wheels on the Bus and spot the little ladybird on each page.
Cows go Boo! by Steve Webb has poor Farmer George looking for his
missing cows who just love playing hide and seek and shouting Boo!
Good Night, Gorilla by Peggy Rathmann is perfect if your little one
won’t stay in bed at night.
Plant the Tiny Seed by Christie Matheson has lots of fun actions to
do together as you help the beautiful garden grow.

MOVIE REVIEW

by Geoff Horne

MEMORY
Movie Review #4876
This latest Liam Neeson vehicle is getting a push on
Amazon Prime, with our hero as a hit man showing his age,
who bails on a job, upsetting his superiors no end.
A rather scruffy Guy Pearce is an FBI agent working a case that gradually converges with Mr
Neeson’s bailed job and a tale of intrigue and intertwine begins to play out.
Standard character fair but the story is probably a notch or two above Liam’s most recent
journeyman pays-the-bills efforts. An array of sidekicks and support assist in pushing
things along at a reasonable pace and just when we think all is lost, well! Messrs Neeson
and Pearce are a cut well above the rest and our villains suitably dislikeable to make us
overlook any little flaws.
A little better than most of its ilk and worth a look if you’re into this particular genre.

7.5/10.
More reviews at: bhb.nz/movie-reviews-with-geoff
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Advertise your non-profit community event here for free! Email kerrie@bhb.nz

WHERE IT’S AT:
BHB = Blockhouse Bay
GB = Green Bay
NL = New Lynn
BHBCC = Blockhouse Bay Community
Centre, 524 BHB Rd, Blockhouse Bay.
GBCH = Green Bay Community House,
1 Barron Drive, Green Bay.
NLCC = New Lynn Community Centre,
45 Totara Ave, New Lynn.

CLASSIFIEDS

(FROM $20+GST)

JP Services – Weekdays 1-3pm, Saturdays
10.30am-12.30pm Citizens Advice Bureau, Library
Building, 3 Memorial Drive, New Lynn.
West Lynn Gardens – 73 Parker Ave, New Lynn.
Open to visitors. Also, in search of dedicated
volunteer gardeners to join our Wednesday
morning team. Being a volunteer at West Lynn
Garden is a truly rewarding way to become
involved in nurturing and preserving this unique
garden space. You don’t have to be an expert - we
provide the support; you provide the commitment.
To find out more call Carol on 09 827 7045 or
email wlg.volunteers@gmail.com
Vikings Kiwi Tag – 28 October onwards. Blockhouse
Bay Reserve. Calling all under-9 and under-11 teams,
register and be a part of the competition kicking
off later this week. There is room for additional
individual player registrations across the grades.
Please register using the following link
www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/203180. For any
further information, contact theropatis@gmail.com
Girls Football Training – starts Monday 7
November. 6 sessions for $40. Come and join our
Bay Olympic Girls Training sessions at Crum Park.
Open to all skill levels, training will focus on fun
warm up, core skill, and small sided games. To
register contact hq@bayolympic.co.nz
West Auckland District Tramping Club –
offer a variety of walks around Auckland,
with the occasional ‘away’ walk. Before a
walk, please phone the leader - details are at
westaucklandtrampingclub.co.nz under Activities.

Sat 19 Around the World on Children’s Day!
Glenavon Primary School, 9:45-11am. An Interactive
Yoga Journey. Interactive yoga event for the whole
whānau! Travel around the world with family yoga
expert Michaela Sangl of YogiKids who will lead
us on a journey to breathe, stretch and shine in
celebration of the world’s children. Suitable for
children and abilities of all ages. This event will be
New Zealand Sign Language interpreted.

NOVEMBER
Wed 2nd Raising Happy, Confident and Resilient
Kids at Kaurilands Kindergarten,
65 Atkinson Road, Titirangi. Doors open 6.30pm,
7pm start. Kaurilands Kindergarten are hosting this
workshop, run by The Parenting Place, and invites
the community to join. Email us for your space
kaurilandskindy@xtra.co.nz Tickets cost $10 per
person or $15 per household couple.

Sat 19 Blockhouse Bay Christmas Market
76 Dundale Ave, Blockhouse Bay, 5-9pm. Come
support local businesses and enjoy some
Christmas shopping with 25+ indoor vendors.
If shopping isn’t your thing, come and enjoy our 7+
incredible food trucks, live music and kids’ zone.

Thu 3rd Lichens as a bio-indicator of air quality
at Avondale College Atrium (Victor Street entrance),
5-6pm. WESTEM Community Engagement Evening.
Are you interested in air quality in the Avondale
area? Find out about the project our students have
been running this year which looks at how lichens
can be used to analyse air quality. We’ve been
working with scientists at GNS and the University
of Auckland to identify the concentrations of heavy
metals and organic compounds present in the air
in our community. Short presentations from the
students and experts followed by Q&A and some
food/drinks.

Sun 20th The Fair: Antiques, Collectables and
Crafts 9.30am-2pm at BHBCC. Large collection of
antiques, collectables, memorabilia, and crafts.
$2/adult. Proceeds towards Armanasco House.
Sun 20th CTK Carnival Fair at Christ the King
Catholic School, 288 Richardson Rd Owairaka,
11am-2pm. Our first fair in over 20 years. Come and
join in for a fun filled day! Food, inflatable obstacle
course, quick fire raffles, cakes, books, lucky dip.

Fri 4th Operation Safer Plates event at
PlaceMakers Trade Breakfast 17-19 Clark St,
New Lynn, 6.45-8.45am. Reduce the risk of number
plate theft. A crime prevention initiative by NZ
Police, assisted by NZ Community Patrols.

Sun 6th Te Toi Uku Crown Lynn Market
New Lynn Community Centre, 45 Totara Ave
New Lynn. 9am-1pm $2 Entry.
Go to facebook.com/TeToiUku for updates.

Fri 4th Music for a peaceful world at Hillsborough
Room, Fickling Centre, Mt Roskill, 7pm. Czech
musicians sing in English and Bengali. Free
admission, just turn up. Text 022 188 7432 to book
multiple seats or reserve at
agnikana-auckland.eventbrite.co.nz

Sun 6th Brunch at French Bay – Food Truck Feast
9am at French Bay Yacht Club. A stunning location
for some of the best street food and live music in
Auckland. A zero-waste event.
Updates: facebook.com/Greenbaystreetfood
Sat 12th Community Market 7am-12noon at BHBCC.
2nd & last Saturdays each month. Contact Terry 027
2211 860.
Sat 19 New Lynn Lions Monthly Book Sale 8.00 am
to 4.00 pm at New Lynn Friendship Club, 3063 Gt Nth
Road, New Lynn (down the driveway). All books, DVDs,
CDs, videos, and jigsaw puzzles just $1. Magazines 5
for $1. Drop off books for donation Thursdays between
10-11.30am (text Mary 0274870639 on Wednesday to
see if truck will be there). Or drop off the morning of
the book sale.

Brunch at French Bay
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Did you know a women owned the
kauri timber mill in the Waitākere
Ranges?
That
award-winning
photographer Olaf Petersen, aka
‘Nature Boy’ who currently has a
huge exhibition in the Auckland
Museum, was born in Swanson
and mainly photographed our West
Auckland area? What is the heritage
plan for the Titirangi War Memorial
Hall? When are writers moving
into the Maurice Shadbolt House?
And how does local modernist
architecture inspire contemporary
jewellery? Or why didn’t Auckland
get a canal between the Waitematā
and Manukau harbours?

West Auckland
West Auckland
Heritage
Conference 2022
Heritage Conference 2022

For more info and to book tickets ($20 plus booking fee, including lunch):
westheritageconference.nz
call($20
021 2207136
For more info and to book tickets
plus booking fee, including lunch):
or
email Sharon Davies at go4shaz@outlook.co.nz
westheritageconference.nz
call 021 2207136
or email Sharon Davies at go4shaz@outlook.co.nz
Photo: Olaf Petersen, Mrs Avis McIntosh practicing over hurdles at Ranui while [her] two-year-old son Clive looks on, c.1964.
Photo: Olaf Petersen, Mrs Avis McIntosh practicing over hurdles at Ranui while [her] two-year-old son Clive looks on, c.1964.
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23-PRO-0222

Sunday 13 November, 10am-4pm
Sunday
November,
10am-4pm
Titirangi13War
Memorial
Hall
Titirangi
War
Memorial
Halltimber mill in the
• Did you know a woman owned the largest

Robin
TauaGordon,
Sir Bob
Harvey,
McCleary
and
many others.
Speakers
include
Sandra
Coney,
Lisa Naomi
Truttman,
Graham
Burgess,
Robin Taua- Gordon, Sir Bob Harvey, Naomi McCleary and many others.

DECEMBER
Sat 3rd Avondale-Waterview Historical Society
meets 2pm St Ninians Hall, St Georges Rd,
Avondale. Meetings every 2nd month, on 1st Sat.
Open to all. Avondale.org.nz for details.
Sat 10th New Lynn Christmas Event at Todd
Triangle Totara Ave, NL, 10am – 1pm. Free
entertainment: cultural show, Santa, stilt
walker, balloon art, face painting, music,
spot prizes. Free Event sponsored by
New Lynn Business Association.
www.newlynnbusinessassociation.net.nz

Trailblazers and Troublemakers
West Auckland Heritage
Conference 2022

WAITĀKERE RANGES LOCAL BOARD AND WHAU LOCAL BOARD PRESENT
WAITĀKERE RANGES LOCAL BOARD AND WHAU LOCAL BOARD PRESENT

Waitākere
Ranges?
• Did
you know
a woman owned the largest timber mill in the
Waitākere
Ranges? photographer ‘Nature Boy’
• That
award-winning
Olaf Petersen
mainlyphotographer
photographed‘Nature
our West
Auckland area?
• That
award-winning
Boy’
Olaf Petersen
photographed
Auckland area?
• Why
don’t we mainly
have a canal
between our West
two harbours?
• Why
don’t
we
have
a
canal
between
our
two
harbours?
How does local modernist architecture inspire contemporary jewellery?
•Speakers
How does
local modernist architecture inspire contemporary jewellery?
include Sandra Coney, Lisa Truttman, Graham Burgess,

Sat 26th Community Market 7am-12noon at
BHBCC. 2nd & last Saturdays each month.
Contact Terry 027 2211 860.

You’ll find the answers to all that and more
at the West Auckland Heritage Conference,
this year on the 13th of November. With four
great keynote speakers – Sandra Coney on
women in the kauri timber industry, Lisa
Truttman on David Bruce Russell the Canal
Promotor, Graeme Burgess on the Titirangi
War Memorial Hall, and Shaun Higgins on
Olaf Petersen.
This will be complemented by more than
ten equally fascinating short presentations
within the theme of the “Trailblazers and

Troublemakers of the West” – including Sir
Bob Harvey and Naomi McCleary.
Waitākere Ranges Local Board Member,
Sandra Coney, says there are many unknown
stories that will delight and captivate in
equal measure. “West Auckland is a treasure
trove of fascinating stories that deserve a
wider audience,” she says. This is an event
for everyone interested in the stories of our
place, for locals and heritage buffs alike.
There will be ample opportunity to ask
questions and mix-and-mingle with the
presenters and other guests as the ticket
includes lunch and nibbles afterwards. All
speakers will be presenting in the Titirangi
War Memorial Hall, with presentations
projected on a wide screen for maximum
enjoyment.
Tickets are $20 (excl booking fee) including
lunch and a full day of presentations.
Full refund in case of Covid restriction
cancellation.
As earlier conferences were sold out, don’t
wait too long buying your tickets – please book
online via www.westheritageconference.nz or
contact Sharon Davies for more information
on 0274 989 579 or at go4shaz@outlook.co.nz
The conference is hosted by the Waitākere
Ranges Local Board, in collaboration with
the Whau Local Board, libraries and the
community.
www.westheritageconference.org.nz
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Each number in our DECODER grid represents a different
letter - there is a number for all 26 letters of the alphabet.
Enter the given letters into all squares with matching numbers.
The challenge now is to work out which letters are represented
by the other numbers. As you get the letters, enter them into
the main grid, and the reference grid. To keep track of the
letters you have found, cross them off the alphabet provided.
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1
9
2
7
8
3
6
4
5

7
6
1
6 5 3
2
8
5 9
75 1
4 6 9
3 7
2 4 1
8
9
6
7
2
3 3 8
9 bite, bites,
6 bits, cite, 8
best, bet, bets, BISECT, bit,
cites,
ice, ices,
2 site, tec,
4 tic,
3 tics,
9 its, sec,
5 sect, set,
1 sib, 1sic, sit,
tie, ties.9
3 7
9 2 1
8 3 4
2
9 4
9 2
8
1
6
3
4 5 1
6

You can help in other ways too. To ﬁnd out more, email Sarah
at buildhope@visionwest.org.nz or phone 021 11 06 430.
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Even the smallest donation will help buy essential food to ﬁll
empty fridges and pantries, and provide toys for children who
would otherwise miss out.
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Please, if you are able, visit visionwest.org.nz/christmas and
donate today.
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But we need your help.
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Visionwest is determined to ensure no West Aucklander faces
Christmas without food and no child misses out on the simple
joy of opening a gift on Christmas day.

23

10

6
7
9
1
3
5
8
2
4

Give the gift of joy
this Christmas

25

17

Solution 063: ale, all, elan, elf, ell, fall, FALLEN, fan,
fane, fell, fen, flan, flea, lane, lea, leaf, leal, lean.
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How many words of three or more letters,
How many
words
ofmake
three
orthe
more
including
plurals,
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from
six letters, including
letters,
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each
letter
only once?
foreign
plurals,
can
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make
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the
six letters, using each
words or words beginning with a capital are
letter
only
once?
No
words
beginning
with a capital are
allowed. There's at least one six-letter word.
allowed. There’s
at least one six-letter word.
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(4,2,3,3)
7. Motionless (5)
10. Pouched animal (9)
13. Praise and glorify (5)
14. Burial mound (6)
16. Unusual object (5)
20. Deity (3)

F

11. The natural physical
world (6)
12. Out to it (6)
15. Give support, spur on
(9)
17. Wood residue (3)
18. Royal dog (5)
19. Correct (5)
21. Communications
network (5,4,3)
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Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9.

0 Crescent Grove, London SW4 7AH

Each number in our DECODER grid represents a different
letter - there is a number for all 26 letters of the alphabet.
Enter the given letters into all squares with matching numbers.
The challenge now is to work out which letters are represented
by the other numbers. As you get the letters, enter them into
the main grid, and the reference grid. To keep track of the
letters you have found, cross them off the alphabet provided.
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Sri Sri Durga puja celebrated in Blockhouse Bay
With utmost fervour and joy,
Sarbojanin Puja Sangha of New
Zealand celebrated the Sri Sri
Durga Puja 2022 at Blockhouse
Bay Community Centre.
Hindu families from Bangladesh and West
Bengal met together on 7-8 October to

celebrate the most eagerly awaited festival
of Bengali Hindu culture. Returning after
two years of Covid pandemic, this year’s
occasion turned out to be bigger and
better than previous such celebrations.
Organizers informed us that devotees were
waiting eagerly to resume the celebration
and this year they took the opportunity to

its fullest to celebrate the puja [worship].
Beside regular activities such as worshiping
Devi Durga and distributing Bhog (a religious
offering in Hinduism), the devotees also
performed dhunuchi dance - a flamboyant
dance unique to Sri Sri Durga puja while
the ritual drummers or dhakis played tunes
for them. Devotees also participated at a

cultural event where efforts to represent
Bangladeshi culture to a foreign land were
clearly visible.
The puja festival and the cultural programme
was also enjoyed by many non-Bengali
Indians and Nepalese. The ambience was
truly sarbojanin [for all].
Photos: supplied

