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Remember what (not who) we are fighting against
Did any of us really think we would still
be in lockdown in November, when it
was announced on August 17th that
Delta had arrived?

that they do and say things that are out
of character.
But we are not without some ability to
fight back against this disease. We have
a weapon, the ability to take our lives
back and experience freedom, and that
weapon is vaccination.

Our tiny nation’s success in managing
to contain COVID-19 when it first arrived
on our shores in March 2020, then
eventually resuming relatively normal
daily lives a couple of months later,
put us in a unique position globally. We
watched news reports with a mixture of
sadness and relief as around the world
countries endured lengthy lockdowns
while trying to contain horrifically high
infection rates and death tolls.
Then suddenly Delta arrived in New
Zealand and life as we knew it changed
completely. Many, like myself, may have
assumed that this outbreak would
be contained much like the last one
was, but that hasn’t been the case.
We have been told that this strain of
the virus is significantly ‘trickier’ than
its predecessors, as though it has a
personality, mind, and agenda of its own.

ALL ENQUIRIES:
Kerrie Subritzky, Editor & Advertising
PO Box 163133, Lynfield 1443
p 027 290 4444 e kerrie@bhb.nz
Design: MacWork Design • www.macwork.co.nz
Printer: Inkwise • www.inkwise.co.nz
Distribution: Reach Media • 0800 732 2487

I was vaccine hesitant for months, I
had read some stuff from well-meaning
friends and that created doubt. I
eventually did my own research and
settled the doubts in my mind. Even then,
I still felt sick with nerves as I drove to the
vaccination station near the airport.

Will summer bring freedom?

Perhaps referring to the virus in this way
helps us to visualise our collective fight
against it; to be sure, identifying the virus
as the enemy and not our fellow humans
is the right way to look at it.
It’s important to remember who and
what our enemy is. Unfortunately, we are
becoming more polarised and divided
over the issue, and at the end of Covid
there will be wounds that will have to be
healed as a community. But we were a
community before this virus, and we will
be again.
It’s normal to feel helpless in the face
of an enforced lockdown; people report
feeling insignificant, more fearful, that
their lives have become smaller, and
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I needn’t have worried; I was and am
fine after two doses, as are millions and
millions of other people. Not so fine are
people who are struggling to breathe as
the virus attacks their bodies, the people
with “long Covid” who are not sure they
will ever feel normal again, and of course,
those who have lost their lives.
It is predicted by some experts that
things will get worse over the next 12
months before they get better. The
vaccine is not a guarantee, but it does
give us a fighting chance.
I got vaccinated because I want to get
my life back, and I want our country to
move on from being the “smug hermit
kingdom” that one former politician so
succinctly labelled it. I’m looking forward
to reconnecting with the world and
bringing New Zealanders home.
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Tragedies on the Manukau
Within a week of going to Alert Level 3,
five men lost their lives in three separate
incidents on the Manukau Harbour.
On Saturday 9 October, the first
weekend after L4 ended, a diver was
reported missing off Cornwallis Beach at
8.25am. The conditions at the time were
strong swells and the usual currents
near the Manukau Heads. Emergency
services responded and the Police and
Westpac Rescue helicopters conducted
a search. Eventually at 10am they found
the missing diver who was deceased.
The Police have referred the death to
the coroner.
The next day, Sunday 10 October, people
in Hillsborough were shocked to see the
Police and Westpac Rescue helicopters
searching the harbour at low level in
front of their houses. Dr Anup Chand
was fishing at the Kingswood Reserve
when he noticed a pink outrigger canoe
mid channel. He saw a person in the
water being carried in one direction by
the current, while the craft got blown
in the opposite direction by the strong
winds. The occupant had a flashing light
in his hand but then he disappeared. A
woman near Dr Chand on the reserve
called 111. A body was winched from
the harbour by helicopter at 2.40pm.
Dr Chand was deeply affected by
witnessing the tragedy, but being
powerless to personally help.
The man has since been named as
Kafoa Hala Latu. His friends called
him the ‘Ultimate Waterman’ and
‘King Kafoa’ for his achievements in
outrigger canoeing. He had moved to
Auckland from Tonga aged 8. He won a
scholarship to Auckland Boys Grammar
and played rugby. From that he got a
contract with the Manly Sea Eagles.

Kafoa Hala Latu (d. 10-10-21) paddling on the Manukau January 2019. Photo extracted from a video by Jay Poll.

Kafoa then moved to the USA to play
NFL football with the San Francisco
49ers, but a knee injury ended his
career in that sport.
Kafoa then pivoted to outrigger
canoeing as a way to help Tongan
youth in Hawaii. His crew competed
very successfully in both the Molokai
and Queen Lili Races. He has coached
many groups in the USA and NZ, turning
amateur paddlers into medallists. Over
the years, Kafoa had rescued many
others from the waves, said his partner,
Katherine Williams.
The tragic events on the Manukau
continued following weekend on 16th
October, when a boat flipped crossing

the Manukau bar. Other boaties came
to assist, but three men drowned.
They were Niveth Boutsady, aged 70,
Mongkhon Wongmongkhon, aged 61,
and Udom Roopsom, aged 54. A fourth
man, aged 23, was airlifted to hospital
and has since recovered. The boat
sank, but lifejackets and debris were
recovered from the area.
According to the Coastguard there were
as many boats out as could be expected
at the height of summer. Police thanked
those members of the public who
offered their assistance at the scene.
The Transport Accident Investigation
Commission (TAIC) has launched an
inquiry into a boating tragedy.

Auto SUPER SHOPPE Hillsborough | 09 626 2026
Repairs, WOFs, Tyres
Classic car & bike
specialist
Auto Electrical

Peter Scherf

421 Hillsborough Rd

www.autosupershoppes.co.nz
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Change for water tunnel limits disruption
Whau
Ward
Councillor
Tracy
Mulholland has welcomed the news
that Watercare has found a way to avoid
planned disruption in Whitney Street,
Blockhouse Bay, by rerouting a Central
Interceptor link tunnel.
This site would have caused a road
closure and major traffic diversions for
18 months starting in January, including
a bus route, along with potential loss of
custom to at least one business.
Now, instead of two shorter straighter
drives, the tunnelling machine will
complete a longer, slightly curved drive
which avoids the need for the Whitney
Street shaft.
“I’m really pleased at this news and the
reduction of disruption on Whitney
Street,” says councillor Mulholland.
“The central interceptor project will play
a crucial role in reducing waste spillages

Whitney Street, Blockhouse Bay

into our harbours and streams, which is
welcome, but the massive construction
requirements are certainly disruptive.
“I hope our communities can see
and understand the necessity of this
project, and the benefits it will bring,

100%

of surplus profits
stay in The West.

thetrusts.co.nz

The Trusts

and I am pleased that Watercare has
been able to find this workable solution.
“There will still be disruption caused
by the project, and I ask Watercare to
continue working with residents there to
mitigate the impact as much as possible.”
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ENJOY THE

rewards

You’ve worked hard, saved hard and looked after
the place – and you’ve watched your nest egg grow.
Now you owe it to yourself to enjoy the rewards. You can capitalise on the value you’ve
gained, fix your costs, and enjoy all the benefits of Ryman village living – which can bring
your whole family peace of mind.
At Murray Halberg Retirement Village, we have a range of beautiful, brand-new
apartments to choose from – right in the heart of a wonderful, supportive community.
And should you ever need them, we have care facilities on site.
For 35 years, Ryman have been pioneering a better way to give you certainty about your
living costs. Your weekly fee won’t change no matter how long you live in your apartment,
with rates, water rates, home insurance and maintenance all included. And we have one
of the lowest deferred management fees.

We know you’ll love everything on offer at our village.
For more details call Lucy or Taryn.

MURRAY HALBERG VILLAGE
11 Commodore Drive, Lynfield, 09 627 2727
rymanhealthcare.co.nz
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Supporting Local more important than ever
Whau Ward Councillor Tracy Mulholland
is calling for locals to support local
business get back on their feet this
festive period.
With the impact of the COVID-19
outbreak yet to be fully revealed on
council finances, local businesses have
felt the brunt of Auckland’s longest-ever
lockdown.
“We are a nation of small businesses,
and it’s no different here in Whau. And
most small businesses will have been
significantly impacted by the lockdown,
so it’s important that if you can, visit
and support your local business before
going elsewhere. That will play an
important role in helping everyone get
back on their feet.

Tracy Mullholand: “We are a nation of small businesses”

“While lockdowns do play an important
part in keeping us safe, they also
remove the ability of many businesses
to operate properly.

“This puts a strain on them and the
people who run them, your neighbours,
friends and other acquaintances.
People will be feeling the impact of the

BirdCare
Aotearoa
With your generous support,
we give wild birds a second
chance at life.

Professional care and
rehabilitation for all wild birds
Education and training
Community events

Follow us to stay updated:

f

https://www.facebook.com/BirdCareAotearoa
https://www.instagram.com/birdcareaotearoa/
https://birdcareaotearoa.org.nz/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC3Oli2jy0aTGL7ncudIaOtA

lockdown, so it’s more important than
ever to support them now, especially
over the festive period,” she says.

Grace Nweke makes her mark
Recently, in the October Cadbury
Netball Series, Grace came off the
bench in the first game when the Silver
Ferns were trailing the Aotearoa Men.
The men had a 16-9 lead at the first
break, when Grace Nweke and Jamie
Hume came on as replacements.
(Not only is Grace part of the Whau
community, but Jamie, who teaches
at Glenavon Primary School, is too.
The whole school is excited about her
elevation to the Ferns.)
Nweke’s presence in the shooting
circle – safe hands, strong in the air
and accurate under the hoop – made
an immediate impact for the Ferns. She
played a crucial role in turning the score
around with her stand-out performance,
for an eventual win 58-47. It was a far
more confident Grace, compared to her
first outing for the Ferns.
In the second game of the series, Grace
earned her first start in the black dress.
Captain Gina Crampton in the midcourt
was able to deliver ball to Grace at speed
in the first quarter. Momentum changed
during the match for both teams. The

Grace Nweke; Silver Ferns vs. Aotearoa Men.
Photo: Michael Bradley Photography

Ferns held their nerve for a thrilling
59-58 win and won the series.
Grace is already making her mark in the
Silver Ferns as a leading goal shooter.
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Changes at I Love Avondale
Dayne Smith recently started a new role
as a community development manager
with Kainga Ora. Dayne has had a huge
impact on the social fabric of Avondale
over the last seven years in his pivotal
role starting the “I Love Avondale”
organisation.
Dayne posted on Facebook “Friday
(1 October) was my last day running
I Love Avondale as a community
development project. I’ll still be heading
the Storytelling arm of I AD, but my
new day job will be as a community
development manager with Kainga Ora
so it’s the end of an era.
Not trying to sound dramatic, but
I AD has changed my life. I started it as
a social media project near the end of
2014 to celebrate and tell local stories.
In 2017 I was employed as a community
developer in Avondale and brought the
project along with me.

Dayne and Lays back in 2017, photo by Jody McMillan.

From then on I AD evolved into more
than a social media platform.
Today, it has four strands of mahi: Kai
Avondale community food initiatives;
Eastdale Hub recreation and youth
space; Storytelling online and in the
community;
and
Whanaungatanga
– collaborating, connecting, and
advocating.
The journey to get to that point has
stretched my brain and taken me way
outta my comfort zone. I’ve grown
heaps as a person in the process.
I’ve made a lot of personal sacrifices,
especially with Katy and our kids
because I haven’t always been mentally
or physically present, or mentally and
physically good.

Deborah Russell
MP for New Lynn

Community catch ups

Loans made simple.
My service
comes at
no cost
to you.

y o i e sta ill assist you initially and,
i re uired, ill arrange an a ointment or
minute
you to meet ith me or a
at h u . hese a ointments are held on
Mondays mornings at my ele torate o i e
reat orth Rd, A ondale. he o i e
is a essible and handy to ubli trans ort

Busy every day, some nights, some
weekends, always doing, thinking, or
stressing. That’s my only regret.
Apart from that, I’m so proud of what I
and we, as a community, have achieved.
NOTE: There are some part time paid
roles that I Love Avondale are looking to
fill. Contact www.iloveavondale.co.nz if
you are interested.

As your lo al P, m een to ee in tou h to
dis uss lo al issues, go ernment oli y,
usti e o the Pea e a li ations and
ro osed hanges to legislation you ould
li e to dis uss any o these matters, lease
onta t my o i e on
, or email me
at ne lynn m
arliament go t n

/DeborahRussellLabour
@beefaerie

Prateek Malhotra
Mortgage Adviser
Ph 021 424 119

prateek.malhotra@loanmarket.co.nz
loanmarket.co.nz/prateek-malhotra

Authorised by Dr Deborah Russell,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington
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Central’s Tips November 2021
Time to plant melons, pumpkin and corn, beans and salad greens. It’s also time to
stake up tomatoes, cucumbers and beans and add some summer colour by planting
flowers into your garden and in hanging baskets.

The fruit and vegetable garden

The ornamental garden

• If there’s room, sow corn and plant out melons and
pumpkins in well composted soil. Plant a climbing
bean at the base of each corn plant, the plant acts
as support for the beans and they grow happily
together. Try planting pumpkins in the same area as
a groundcover

• Hanging baskets are easy: place a plastic saucer
in the base of the basket to help hold water, fill
with good potting mix and pop in the summer
flowering plants. Liquid feed after planting and
hang in a sheltered, sunny spot, watering and
feeding regularly

• It’s time to sow French or runner beans – if you
don’t have a large frame for them to climb on get
dwarf varieties and grow on bamboo hoops or small
teepees.

• Plant hostas, astilbes, clivias, renga renga lilies
and pulmonarias in shady areas of the garden, to
brighten dark areas. Keep the slug bait around
them while they establish

• Plant basil beneath tomato plants – it’s a gardening
marriage made in heaven. Putting in a few
marigolds alongside helps keep pests at bay too

• After flowering keep an eye on the foliage of
kowhai trees – this is the time when the voracious
kowhai caterpillar starts munching. Spraying with
a control (organic or chemical) will help keep the
leaves in place

• Keep a regime of liquid feeding and watering
going during this growth period. Placing pea straw
around plants in the vegetable garden helps limit
evaporation
• Stake, tie up or train climbing plants along
wires. Tomatoes, cucumbers, beans and zucchini
can be grown like this, and it aids production in a
small space
• Keep those summer salads going by planting salad
greens such as lettuce, mesclun, radish and spring
onions frequently

• Drought proof plants for pots – Geraniums,
pelargoniums and succulents need very little
watering to survive, perhaps once a week at most.
Just plenty of sun.
• Petunias are star performers for summer colour.
Plant in a sunny position in the garden or grow in
pots or hanging baskets

Mulch. It’s not just for winter.
Nothing dries soil like a hot summer. Protect your plants, keep the soil
moist and save on water with Central Landscape Supplies. See our mulch
options at centrallandscapes.co.nz. Open 7 days.

Central Landscape Supplies Avondale
Open 7 days • 09 828 5533
419 Rosebank Rd, Avondale, Auckland
avondale@centrallandscapes.co.nz
www.centrallandscapes.co.nz
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Whau Local Board working for you
Despite the challenges of the past 12
months, Whau Local Board has seen
some memorable successes during
the year.
Whau Local Board Chair, Kay Thomas,
says that the board has been working
hard for the community.
“We know things have been difficult, and
the future can be uncertain at times, but
we hope that the wide variety of work
that we do has managed to be a positive
influence in the community these past
few months. Here’s to a more stable 2022.”
In addition to completing its Local Board
Plan, which sets the goals and direction
of the board for the next three years, the
board celebrated a number of successes
in 2020/21, including:

capacity, future play provision and
amended kitchen layout.

that reflects the importance of the
Whau River to the community.

With numerous reports of the paving
stones on Great North Road in Avondale
becoming slippery when wet, the Board
pushed ahead with a project to remove
the slippery pavers and upgrade the
streetscape in Avondale town centre.

Tahurangi/Crum park signage

Successful Grants programme

Avondale Library and
Community Hub

The stunning, board-funded state of
the art Archibald Park playground is
extremely popular, with a 25 metre
Flying fox, bespoke fenced toddler area,
a maimai-themed climbing tower from
which kids can spot birds and a slide

Improving the Avondale Pavers

The $21 million community hub will be
the envy of Auckland when completed,
and following public feedback, plans
were adjusted to increase car parking

Crum Park in Titirangi now carries the
dual name of Tahurangi/Crum Park and
is the first local park to have signs in
both te reo Māori and English.

Archibald Park

l news

The trusted voice for hyperloca

s to effectively reach
We can work with your busines
le/Whau community.
24,000 homes in the local Avonda

Contact Kerrie to find out more
.nz www.bhb.nz
m 027 290 4444 e kerrie@bhb

The board grants programmes continue
to be a success, with grants for various
activities ranging from $500 to $8000.
Successful recent grants include helping
fund a new classroom for Odyssey Trust,
an organisation that helps people with
addiction issues.
You can follow the board and keep up
with the latest news by following us on
Facebook. Just search for Whau Local
Board.
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Port Rosebank Container
Terminal
By John Subritzky

Patiki Road exit from the Northwestern Motorway looms over Motū Mānawa/Pollen Island. Photos (including front page): Darryl Torckler Photography.

A major port was envisaged at the end
of the Rosebank Peninsula. But this was
not the only strange proposal for Motu
Mānawa/Pollen Island. Twice before,
the idea of an aerodrome on the island
had arisen. It is curious to think that
from 1947 to 1989 Pollen Island was
considered as a possible site for a major
port. Weird ideas are not a new thing!

by Ngāti Pāoa, Te Kawerau a Maki,
Te Waiohua or by Ngāti Whātua, there
are remembered traditions linking it
with the greater surrounding area used
in general food gathering and fishing.
And it is here that Avondale’s earliest
historically dated event occurred: the
battle at Te Rangimatariki between Ngā
Oho, Te Taou, and Ngāti Pāoa in 1792.

Mining of shell and sand from the two
islands lasted 80 years, with a neverending supply of shell being constantly
washed ashore from the extensive
cockle beds. A Mr Potterill offered to
supply shell to the Avondale Road Board
in 1915. Then Thomas Edwin Roe, called
“Shellback Roe” by locals, burnt shell
from Pollen Island to sell as lime.

Motu means island, and Mānawa can
mean mangrove. The other island
(Traherne) that is overrun by the motorway
is Motu Te Kou, meaning “fishhook.”

When
Rosebank
Peninsula
was
surveyed in 1843, Motu Mānawa does
not appear on the damaged map. The
island remained unnoticed when the
HMS Pandora surveyed the area in
1854. The earliest map of the island
dates from 1857. Even now, commuters
speeding along the motorway are
largely oblivious to the wilderness
between them and the sea.

The Avondale Road Board offered to
purchase the island from the Pollen Estate
in August 1915, but that was declined
by the Public Trustee. Three years later
they finally succeeded, and progressed
their plan to build a bridge and tramline
to extract shell. Once completed, small
carts were pushed from the Domain
(where the motor racing track is now) out
to the edge of the shell bank, filled, and
pushed back to the mainland.

These islands, straddled today by the
North-western Motorway, have long
been part of the transport network. In
pre-European times, waka paddled past
the shell bank island on their way up
and down the Whau to the intercoastal
portage to the Manukau. The paddling
tradition on the Whau is still maintained
today by the West End Rowing Club on
Saunders Reserve.
The mudbanks between the island and
the mainland were used by Ngāti Pāoa
as a burial ground, to preserve bodies.
Some remains were disturbed during
motorway construction in the 1950s.
While there are no remnants of
permanent settlement in the area

Dr Daniel Pollen purchased the island
on 10 March 1858. Pollen had brickworks
on Rosebank Peninsula, and he also ran
some sheep there. A son was born at his
Rosebank property in 1856, but shortly
after they were living in Eden Crescent.
Pollen served as Native Minister,
Colonial Secretary, and as the country’s
ninth Premier for a seven-month period
in the mid-1870s while Julius Vogel was
overseas. He was also the editor of the
New Zealand Times newspaper.

In a typhoid epidemic in 1922, lime from
Pollen Island was shipped to the Point
Chevalier mental asylum and used to
decontaminate freshwater springs. By
1941, the island’s formal shell-gathering
days were over when a rifle range was set
up on Rosebank Domain in August 1941.
Potential use of the island as the site for
Auckland’s aerodrome was first mooted
at an Avondale Borough Council
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meeting in November 1923. In July 1929,
canal promoter David B Russell planned
to reclaim land around the island for an
aerodrome. By March 1930, Pollen Island
was on the short list of proposed sites
for Auckland’s aerodrome. City Council
engineer James Tyler reported back
unfavourably regarding the airport idea
to the Council on the remote site that
at most was “4ft above high water”.
The aerodrome idea was briefly revived
40 years later in October 1969 when the
Waitemata Aero Club wanted to use
the island. We can all be glad that
Māngere eventually became our
international airport!
Pollen Island was sold to the Harbour
Board in 1957 for ￡300. A 700-acre
reclamation was planned and in July
1974, Pat Eyre, Waitematā delegate to the
Harbour Board, pushed for Pollen Island
to be developed as a container port. The
Harbour Board’s general manager Bob
Lorimer felt that a port development

at Pollen Island was of “national
significance”.
For many years mangrove wetlands
around both harbours were reclaimed by
using them as landfills. The mangroves
were considered to be eyesores that
needed to be covered over, not ecological
assets. Forest and Bird mounted a
campaign for a reserve and in 1993 Ports
of Auckland agreed to lease the island
to them for $10 per year. “Motu Mānawa
/ Pollen Island Scientific Reserve” was
gazetted in September 2006. It was the
only marine reserve in NZ that had a
motorway running through it!
Mud snails and mud crabs provide a
seafood feast for the shore birds. These
include spoonbills, dotterels, wrybills,
oystercatchers, pied stilts, white-faced
herons, shags, and godwits. At the high
tide mark there are salt marsh plants.
Then a metre further back there are
coastal shrubs. The vegetation zones
get compressed over a short distance!

Now the island can only be accessed on
foot by going under the Whau motorway
bridge and slogging across the mudflats
at low tide. The rich diversity of shoreline
birds and flora is largely protected from
both pests and humans because it is
cut-off by the motorway. This is a surreal
disconnection from the surrounds –
Sky Tower, the Harbour Bridge, and the
valuable real estate of Te Atatu and
other suburbs.
Sometimes we don’t realise what we
have until we lose it. Fortunately, we
didn’t lose Motu Mānawa/Pollen Island.
Compiled with information provided in
a talk earlier this year by Lisa Truttman,
part of the “Whau Heritage Series”. To
hear Lisa’s talk about this and other
topics on Sound Cloud, visit:
https://soundcloud.com/aucklandlibraries/the-story-of-motu-manawaand-motu-te-kou
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To name a road
The redevelopment of the old Crown
Lynn site by Avanda continues. You may
be interested in the process of naming
roads. This is how it works.
Theme: The section of the site where the
new roads are located was the original
clay quarry from which the bricks raw
material was dug out and manufactured
into bricks. Many existing roads in the
area surrounding this development have
names that refer to the bricks and pottery
history of the area, such as ‘Crown
Lynn Place’ (ceramics manufacturer in
this area), ’Clinker Place’ (clay bricks),
‘Ambrico Place’ (‘Ambrico’ is the name
of the parent company ‘Amalgamated
Brick and Pipe Company Limited’ before
it became known as Crown Lynn) and
‘Clark Street’ (named after the Clarks
who were the original largescale pottery
manufacturers).

Sheryl and Brian delighted with Murray Halberg Village

Artist’s rendition of the new Avanda development, featuring some reclaimed bricks from St Andrew’s Sunday
School Hall.

The Auckland Council Road Naming
Guidelines also state that road names
should not be commercially based. The
applicant originally wanted the name
‘Avanda Way’ in the pool of alternatives.
However, this is not permitted as Avanda
is in reference to the developer and the
name that they have traded under.

Dorothy Thorpe Way Crown Lynn
ceramics commissioned international
designers like the American Dorothy
Thorpe. In Dorothy Thorpe’s heyday
(probably 1930s and on into the 1950s)
she purchased glass and ceramics from
various companies, decorated it, and
sold it.

The following suggestions were put
forward for the three new roads that
needed naming. This is the background
behind the suggested names:

The Crown Lynn ‘Santa Barbara’ range
launched in 1965. Later designs included
the ‘Pine’ and ‘Palm Springs’ range.
Dorothy Thorpe passed away in 1989; her
work is very sought after today.

Brickmakers Lane This new road is
at the intersection of existing Clinker
Place and Crown Lynn Place, so all those
names relate to the history of bricks and
pottery etc. in the area and hence the
Brickmaker reference.

T: 09 826 3937
M: 027 404 0129
19 Cutler Street, New Lynn, Auckland.

Reggis Rego

CA, CPP, MBA, BCom.

reggis.ca@gmail.com
www.bizaide.co.nz
Tax returns - Income Tax, GST, FBT.
Accounting - Cost & Management.
Business Advisory Services.

Clay Works Lane The original clay quarry
from which the bricks raw material was
dug out and manufactured into bricks
was located around the proposed new
road. The developer also managed to get
many old bricks from the demolition of
the St Andrews Sunday School Hall next
door to build walls as part of the entry
into Stage 2.
Those recycled bricks are returning to
the place from whence they came –
the filled in clay pit that is now being
developed for housing.
The Council’s Subdivision Specialist
team assessed the suggested names,
based on these factors:
•	
The names met the guidelines and
technical standards, and there are no
duplicate names in close proximity.
•	Land Information New Zealand (LINZ)

confirmed that all of the proposed
names are acceptable for use at this
location.
•	It was confirmed that the naming of
roads has no effect on climate change!
•	
The views of Council controlled
organisations were not required for
the preparation of the report’s advice.
•	
The naming of the roads does not
trigger any significant policy.
•	
The road naming process does not
raise any financial implications for the
Council.
All good to know!
Mana whenua were contacted in
June. Of the ten groups contacted,
the only response received was from
Waikato-Tainui who indicated support
for mana whenua to take the lead role
in this matter. Noting the scale of the
development and that the site is not
listed as a site of significance to mana
whenua, it is considered that a sufficient
period of time (eight weeks) had been
made available to receive comments
from mana whenua and the road naming
process can continue.
At the Whau Local Board meeting in
July, Chair Kay Thomas moved that the
suggested road names be adopted. This
was seconded by Susan Zhu and carried
unanimously.
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How do you change someone’s mind?
By John Cowan

I wrote down these thoughts in bed the
other morning prior to a radio interview.
The electric blanket was on which
could explain why you might think them
half-baked…
Wow! There are lot of opinions out there:
vaccinations, the moon landings, the shape
of the earth, how the Bible is interpreted,
how to discipline or educate children,
political views, the value of supplements,
so on and so on. I have views and opinions,
and so do you… the difference is, my views
are all absolutely correct!
A multitude of views has always existed,
but the internet puts those opinions
much more in my face… and up my nose. I
confess, I get heated and uncomfortable
online at times.
Here’s a few tips for surviving in this
marketplace of ideas.
1. Realise: I don’t think many people
change their mind because of on-line
debates. Regardless of how logical and true
your argument is, I doubt it will do much
good, so why bother wasting emotion and
risking offence? I confess I have engaged
in back-and-forth arguments online. Every
time I hit ‘send’ I think, “Right, that settles
it. Irrefutable logic and evidence. They will
now grovel in submission and concede I
am right.” It’s never, ever happened to me…
I wonder if it ever happens at all.
2. Relationships are going to be more

compelling than facts. It’s a fallacy that
people make their decisions logically.
Maybe they should, but we actually make
our decisions emotionally. If you are
ever going to convince your daughter to
vaccinate your grandkids or budge your
cousin from his belief that the Queen
is really a lizard, have them over for a
barbecue and tell them how nice their
hair looks. They will not let you anywhere
near their beliefs until you are first of all
warmly held in their heart.
3. They may be wrong, but they are not
necessarily dumb or bad. You might be
astounded that they believe what they
believe, you might detest what they think
is right and true, but there is no need to
doubt their integrity, sanity, or intelligence.
Good people who hold valid views on just
about everything else can still have a few
wonky ideas in their brain-cabinet. There is
no need to denigrate or demonise them.
4. Humility and respect are always
worthwhile. People are always worth
listening to. It’s a scary thought but … I
can be wrong. But not about that - I am
one hundred per cent certain that I can
be wrong! It might be me that needs to
change my mind.
5. Some ideas really are dangerous and
need to be resisted. But as toxic as those
ideas may be, always remember those
ideas are currently residing inside of a
human being: a person of immense value

and worth. Still try to like, love, and respect
the person, even if the software they are
currently running is seriously suspect.

John Cowan:

John Cowan is still trying to work
out the best way to live life. For
decades he has been researching
relationships, life-skills, and family
dynamics. These days, he mainly
just rides his bike, but occasionally
finds time to be a freelance writer,
voice talent, celebrant, counsellor,
and broadcaster. (Catch his top-rated
Real Life with John Cowan every
Sunday on NewstalkZB). Check out
johncowan.co.nz to make contact.

Noisy neighbours and quiet enjoyment
Some of the worst wars are neighbour
wars.
When the pressure gets too much, the
forum of last resort is often Facebook
community groups. There, we see
appeals for people to change what they
are doing. Noise is often mentioned.
Avondale’s Eastdale Road featured in
the news, with over 70 noise complaints
about loud music at one property since
March, when the tenant moved into a
Kāinga Ora house. Noise control could
not carry out enforcement action under
Alert Level 3 and 4 protocols.
Tenancy Services says ‘quiet enjoyment’

means being able to enjoy reasonable
peace, comfort, and privacy, and allowing
others to enjoy the same.
Tenants have the right to the ‘quiet
enjoyment’ of the house they rent. This
means the landlord can’t harass the
tenant or interfere with their reasonable
peace, comfort, and privacy.
Tenants also need to respect the peace,
comfort and privacy of their neighbours
or other tenants. The landlord should
take any reasonable steps to make sure
none of their tenants interfere with each
other’s quiet enjoyment.

The mandate of Kāinga Ora is now
‘sustainable tenancies’ which limits their
options to sanction unruly tenants.
Neighbouring Kāinga Ora tenants can
be just as badly affected by rowdy
neighbours as anyone else, but apart
from going on list requesting a transfer
with a long wait time, they may have no
options.
As urban intensification leads to more
people occupying less space, problems
between neighbours get magnified as
they live closer together.
Peace, not war, is the easiest option for us
all to have quiet enjoyment of our homes.
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Paul X Walsh recently completed a mural on the public toilets at Blockhouse Bay village. Commissioned by Tagout Trust, the mural is a reinterpretation of a previous
mural by Louis Stratham which was lost when the toilet block was redeveloped. It depicts the early agricultural history of the area, in this case a strawberry farm
circa 1900.

MOVIE REVIEWS

by Geoff Horne

The Defeated
Movie Review #4965

If you’re looking for something to relieve the tedium of
Lockdown II, look no further than this Netflix original set
in Berlin in the aftermath of WWII.
An American cop is inserted into a German police
department to help restore law and order to a city dissected
into American, Russian, British, and French sectors, each
with their own agendas and share of oligarchs jockeying for
power and to benefit from get-rich-quick schemes.
Lotsa plots and subplots but the main target is a German
doctor who recruits needy women to carry out his dirty
work, and against whom our American friend teams up with
a local German police chief to bring to justice.
Gritty and tense, the portrayal of a city not only defeated but
broken to its last is overt, and the despair of its inhabitants

brought to the fore. The finale has more than its share of twists
and turns and not all the bad guys get their comeuppance,
leaving the door open for a second season, which in the eyes
of this reviewer would be welcomed.
Well thought out and executed, I reckon this is a solid 8/10
More reviews at:
bhb.nz/movie-reviews-with-geoff
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Quick crossword
18. Obvious (7)
19. Copy (7)
20. Decomposing (6)
23. Ordinary (5)

9

14

19

20
21

22

24

25

M R T P P O

WordWheel

Good 10 VG 13 Excellent 16+

Sudoku

7
3 5 9
6
1 6
3 8
4
3
5 9
1
9
3 2
4
9
4 8
1 3
8
1 6 3
7

Puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

How many words of three or more
letters, including plurals, can you
make from the six letters, using
each letter only once? No foreign
words or words beginning with
a capital are allowed. There's at
least one six-letter word.

5
4
3
7
9
8
2
1
6

Fill in the missing letter
to make an eight-letter
word which can read
either clockwise or
anticlockwise

WordBuilder

8
7
1
5
2
6
4
9
3

? O

T
D

WordBuilder

6
9
2
3
4
1
7
5
8

M
U
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27

9
1
7
6
3
4
8
2
5

26

WordWheel
WordWheel
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23

2
5
8
1
7
9
3
6
4

www.ageconcernauckland.org.nz

18

3
6
4
2
8
5
9
7
1

To find out more
call Jennie on
(09) 820 2714

17

7
2
6
4
1
3
5
8
9

Visiting Service.

15

1
3
9
8
5
2
6
4
7

5 9 6 4 8 7 2 1 3
9 8 4 2 1 6 3 5 7
6 5 1 8 7 3 4 2 9
7 2 3 5 9 4 1 6 8
1 6 5 9 3 8 7 4 2
3 4 8 7 6 2 5 9 1
Age Concern Auckland is looking
2for7volunteer
9 1 4visitors
5 8 for
3 their
6

7

4
8
5
9
6
7
1
3
2

Can you spare an hour a week
1 7a 3
2 9 6to8the
5 life
to4 make
difference
8 3of2an6older
5 1person?
9 7 4

6
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Insert the missing letter to complete an
eight-letter word reading clockwise or
anticlockwise. Previous solution: IDEALIST

7
3 5 9
6
3 8
4
1 6
3
5 9
1

5

10

16

9
3 2
4
1 3
9
4 8
8
1 6 3
7

4
8
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Across: 1. Caress, 4. Battle, 9. Omen, 10. Annihilate, 11. Closed, 12. Threaten,
13. Exuberant, 15. Diet, 16. Mean, 17. Daredevil, 21. Protrude, 22. Impair, 24.
Misfortune, 25. Afar, 26. Delude, 27. Stance.
Down: 1. Complex, 2. Rungs, 3. Slander, 5. Adhere, 6. Talkative, 7. Entreat, 8.
Instantaneous, 14. Beautiful, 16. Married, 18. Evident, 19. Imitate, 20. Putrid, 23.
Plain.
MEDIUM

3

11

Down
1. Complicated (7)
2. Ladder steps (5)
3. Defame (7)
5. Stick to (6)
6. Loquacious (9)
7. Plead (7)
8. Immediate (13)
14. Gorgeous (9)
16. Wed (7)

Sudoku

2

DOCUMENT

24. Bad luck (10)
25. Distant (4)
26. Deceive (6)
27. Position (6)

1

Mop, mort, mot, opt, pom,
pomp, pop, port, pot, pro,
prom, PROMPT, prop,
romp, rot, tom, top, tor,
tromp.

Across
1. Stroke (6)
4. Combat (6)
9. Portent (4)
10. Kill in large
numbers, wipe out
(10)
11. Shut (6)
12. Menace (8)
13. High-spirited (9)
15. Food regime (4)
16. Stingy (4)
17. Thrillseeker (9)
21. Stick out (8)
22. Make worse (6)

4

15

Dentists:

Dr. Peter Raymond BDS
Dr. Haydn Gray BDS
Dr.
Neerajappointments
Anand DMD
Emergency
Dr. Jacy Lin BDS
Oral Health Therapists:
Rebecca, Kinjal and Kylie

Phone: 627-9970
www.bhbdental.co.nz

3A Heaphy Street (by the roundabout)
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Vac with a snack
October’s Super Saturday vaccination event went off with a
sizzle in Glenavon.
Glenavon Pharmacy, in collaboration with Glenavon
Community Hub and the Blockhouse Bay-Lynfield Lions
Club created a fun event to encourage locals to come and
get their jabs.
“A lot of people had said that they found it hard to find the time
to get vaccinated”, said Hub co-ordinator Eva Wongchiu. “So
we thought, ‘Why not make it more convenient for people?”
Once the idea was formed, it unfolded quickly. Glenavon
Trust Board Chair Michael Mishriki, who also owns Glenavon
Pharmacy, made the necessary applications to be involved in
the nationwide event.
Board member Graham Edwards, who runs Blockhouse Bay’s
Bay Connections, a networking group for local organisations,
connected the team with the Lions Club. The Lions, always
ready to turn up with their barbeque, sausages, and all the
condiments, were only too happy to help.
The Lions were in fine form, with Lion Ana rocking the Lions
costume, tempting passers-by to come and get vaccinated
and enjoy a sausage afterwards as a ‘snack with their vac’. In
appreciation for their service, Labour MP Deborah Russell,
and likewise Michael Mishriki made sizeable donations to the
Lions Clubs appeal for a new PICU at Starship Hospital.

L-R Lions Antonius and Alan, pharmacist Michael Mishriki, and Lions President
Jenny.

The day was a great success with a total of 50 people
vaccinated, using all the available vaccines.

L-R Glenavon Hub co-ordinator Eva Wongchiu, Lions Udayangi and daughter
Lion Cub Marie, Alan, and Ana in the lion costume.

Lion Ana in the lion costume, with Glenavon Hub Community Support Worker,
Jackie Wilson.

L-R Lion Udayangi and daughter Lion Cub Marie, Lions Alan and Antonius.

