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Editorial

A brief history of the Beacon
Many of our readers will be aware of
the Beacon’s history and watched its
progress over the past three-and-ahalf years since its first issue in June
2016. However, as we have recently
welcomed New Lynn and Avondale to
our readership, I thought it’s high time
we introduced ourselves properly.
The Beacon was formerly Newstalk
Blockhouse Bay, and was started by Brom
Breetvelt from Words Communications.
It had been serving the population of
Blockhouse Bay for about 21 years before
John and I took it over. We renamed it
Beacon Blockhouse Bay as we felt it would
only be a matter of time before NewsTalk
ZB took issue with the name (despite
Brom having it first!)
While we were thinking of a new
name, my dad Geoff Brebner, who grew
up in Avondale, mentioned that when
he was a teenager in the fifties there was
a newspaper called The Avondale Advance
and Blockhouse Bay Beacon. Blockhouse Bay
Beacon seemed like the perfect fit for us
and so it was.

ALL ENQUIRIES:
Kerrie Subritzky, Editor & Advertising
PO Box 163133, Lynfield 1443
p 027 290 4444 e kerrie@bhb.nz

As we expanded our little paper into
New Lynn and Avondale, we decided it
was time to just be the Beacon, as we want
all our readers to feel that this is their local
paper. It’s going to take time to make the
community connections in the new part of
our circulation, and that’s where we need
your help.
We believe a local printed publication like
the Beacon is one of the foundations of a
strong and connected community. Reading
stories about regular people just like us,

by Kerrie Subritzky
keeping up with local events and having
a publication that the public truly can
contribute to is important. And “online”
just doesn’t cut it. There’s an integrity about
print that just doesn’t exist online, so we’re
doing it “old school”.
The Beacon is all about community
and our aim is to tell the stories of our
neighbourhood. In years to come we’d like
people to be able to look back through
our many editions and see snapshots of
life as it was for us then. As a monthly
publication we can’t really be ‘first with
the news’, but we can tell the stories of
everyday people, and keep you informed
of what’s happening in the community.
To that end I wanted to take this
opportunity to reach out to our readers,
both familiar and new, and invite you to
let me know what’s happening in your
part of the community. So many of you
are involved in interesting stuff; clubs and
organisations, schools, sports teams and the
like. We’d like to hear from you, and tell
your stories in the Beacon.
In fact, in the February edition we are
planning a clubs and organisations feature
to showcase the opportunities locals have to
get involved in something. If you’d like your
organisation to be part of this, contact me at
kerrie@bhb.nz.
You can also go on my monthly email list
to stay updated with when to get your ideas
in to me.
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Our People

100 years and counting
Life can take some strange turns, and if
you live 100 years you get to see plenty of
interesting events unfold. Lewis Marson
has cheated death at least twice, but the
most serendipitous moment came in
1941 when a co-worker suggested that
he should go and meet her pen friend
while he was in Canada training as
navigator in the air force. That random
suggestion eventually led to a happy
marriage to Isabel for 58 years.
Lewis has enjoyed music, surfing,
gardening, faith and family over many
years. Although he worked as a power
company executive and as an airman in
WWII, he has now been retired for longer
(43 years) than he was employed! Imagine
saving for retirement! “I retired in the
middle of my life” he says. For the last
23 years he has been a resident at Powley
house in Blockhouse Bay. Isabel was with
him there until her passing in 2003.
This remarkable life began in Mt Albert
on 23 December 1919 as the eldest child.
Eventually the family grew with another
brother and two sisters. Lewis was
educated at Gladstone Primary, Kowhai
Intermediate and Seddon Memorial
College before going off to work at the
Waitemata Electric Power Board (WEPB)
at age 14. Although his IQ qualifies him
for Mensa and he got through a lot of
difficult situations on his wits, formal
education didn’t seem to work for him.
He later took accountancy but did not
complete the qualification due to time
and family commitments.
Lewis was fortunate to even reach age
14, having nearly drowned at Waiheke
when he was 8 years old. He was on the
wharf at Ostend when he noticed some
sprats and descended some slippery steps to
the landing platform for a better look. He
slipped against the piles and was knocked
out. He had gone under twice by the time
his younger brother grabbed him by his
heavy winter coat. He had a slow medivac on the steamship Onewa, which was
in service between Auckland and Waiheke
at the time. The gash on his head required
about 12 stitches in Auckland Hospital. “I
owe my life to my brother, Ralph,” he says.
The two brothers have always been very
close and did everything together.

Lewis Marson

Lewis is a keen and skilled musician; “I
have harmony in my system.” He says. His
brother Ralph played fiddle. Lewis acquired
a piano accordion and sold his stamp album
to pay for it. Later on, his musical ability
made him very popular especially on the
long voyages during the war.
For many at the time, WWII was a
period of extraordinary experiences. For
Lewis, it was war service as a Navigator
with the Royal NZ Air Force. He rose
through the ranks to Flight Lieutenant
from 1941 to 1945. Following three
months training in Levin, further training
lasted just on a year in Canada and the
UK before he was ready for action in the
Middle East. He chose the Middle East
because it sounded interesting. He had

contracted Malaria in West Africa, and
it flared up again, so his crew found a
replacement for him. That flight was shot
down in flames over the Mediterranean
and Lewis cheated death again.
He was proud to be the Navigator in
the leading plane of 100 in a massed
flight over Cairo, Alexandria and Suez
celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the
RAF. In 1942 he transferred from Bomber
Command after some months in Iraq and
based in Cairo he joined many pilots
delivering aircraft from West Africa to
Egypt, Zimbabwe, and India/Pakistan.
With the war ending it was time to head
home via New York. He had it in mind
to marry Isabel, and wanted to detour
to Canada to propose. He told his CO
continued next page >

4 • December 2019 | www.bhb.nz
continued from page 3 >
that he wanted to marry his girlfriend in
Canada, and could he have permission for
a detour. “No,” was the reply from above,
“that’s not in the rules.” But Lewis’s wasn’t
one to take a ‘no’ as final. He asked what
he needed to do to make it happen, and
eventually was called to his CO’s office
in Cairo. He needed to send a cable to
Isabel to ask her to supply evidence of his
intentions of marriage. This was the first
Isabel had heard of the matter, but she
went along with it anyway. He says “You
can do anything if you set your mind to it.
Rules can often be worked around”. Lewis
was granted a month’s leave in Canada to
be married. Isabel had to wait for a bride
ship before she could join Lewis, who
had gone on by train to San Francisco,
offloaded in New Caledonia, and flown
home from there by the RNZAF.

“You may only be here once; if an opportunity
comes up you might as well take it.”
Then it was back to working at WEPB.
His war time experiences helped him
climb the ladder at WEPB, retiring in
1976 from the role of Secretary/Treasurer
after stress contributed to a heart attack.
Reflecting on his relationship after he
fell in love with Isabel, he says “She agreed
to marry me, a man with a property but
no prospects at that time. She was happy
to come to New Zealand and made her
home here in Auckland”. They went back
to Canada ten times and loved going
back. “I was just one of the cousins.”
When friends and family would comment
to Isabel how nice it was that she had
come home, she would reply, “My home
is in Auckland now.” Isabel’s parents came

Straight Talk

over to Auckland and also lived out their
lives here.
A keen surfer, Lewis surfed wherever
he could, including West Africa and the
Mediterranean. He officially hung up his
surfboard in 2015, but managed to get in
a sneaky surf at Ohope Beach a couple of
years ago.
During their retirement, Lewis and
Isabel travelled extensively. Lewis has set
foot in 70 countries, including Antarctica
where he enjoyed a quick summer’s dip
in the frigid waters, but strangely, has
never been to Europe! Lewis’s philosophy
is, “You may only be here once; if an
opportunity comes up you might as well
take it.”

by Stephen Taylor

www.relationshipmatters.org.nz

How to “Find Time” for a break
As a private practitioner, my client
base is primarily comprised of busy,
hard-working people from varied
circumstances such as double income,
single income, sole-parent, blended
family and everything else imaginable.
The common denominator among the
majority is lack of time to relax, take a
holiday, or simply catch a break. For many
a common approach to this dilemma
involves a “when, then” mindset.
“When work settles down, then I can plan
a holiday”;
“When the kids are a bit older, then I will
have time to (insert enriching activity here);
“When (insert major task here) is done,
then we will head away for a break”.
The trouble is, “then” never seems to come.
There is an oft-quoted recommendation
in the budgeting and savings sector which
goes “Pay yourself first”, whereby 10% of
a person’s income is paid to a savings or
investment account, the remaining 90%
then being allocated to various financial
commitments. The reasoning here is that
people won’t be able to train themselves to
save if they pay themselves last.

Recently, I have been assisting my clients
to adopt a similar reasoning with time.
For some people, the prospect of taking
time out, switching off their phone, or
even setting some reasonable boundaries
with their employers (e.g. “please don’t
call me on my day off”) can be a truly
foreboding experience.
“But what if….??” questions are usually
delivered in rapid-fire succession:
“But what if a client calls me and I don’t
answer?”
“But what if my employer needs me?”
“But what if I miss out on (insert FOMO
here)?”
It often turns out that these fears are
unwarranted, over-exaggerated, or just
plain wrong.
To “pay themselves first” with time,
I ask my clients to pick a clear weekend
in the future on their mobile phone
calendar which they then screen out
with the words “Not Available, “Holiday”,
Break” – anything to forcefully remind
them that for that period of time, they
are as reachable as sending a text to the
interstellar part of the universe (which is

where the spacecrafts Voyagers 1 & 2 have
just crossed over into, over 40 years after
they took off from NASA).
They then enter a four, five, or six week
“recurrence” appointment with themselves,
adapting the six-weekly recurrence to work
in with public holidays.
Suddenly, a minimum of nine
free weekends (plus public holidays)
materialise in their lives, every year. The
relief on their faces is palpable – and will
remain so, as long as they exercise some
self-discipline in enforcing the holidays.
Try this on your phone – I think you
will be delighted by the results.
Steve Taylor is the Director of
Relationship Matters Ltd. He holds
two applied Bachelor’s degrees
(Counselling & Addiction) and a
P.G. Dip. in Applied Social Practice.
Steve is married with two children
and lives in West Auckland.
His interests and passions include
political discourse, philosophy, media commentary,
advocacy, and an absolute and fundamental rejection
of tokenist political correctness.
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Avantdale Bowling
Club wins big!

Retirement beckons for Ron Tombs

Retirement beckons
A friend told Ron Tombs that he should
check out a shop in Blockhouse Bay
which had been vacant for 18 months. It
was good advice and Ron, whose business
was on a monthly lease in Birkenhead,
soon made the move to Blockhouse Bay.
That was twenty-seven years ago, and
LARS Mart has been a popular icon in
Blockhouse Bay ever since. Now it’s time for
a change of pace for Ron, and an upcoming
lease renewal has made ‘retirement’ an easy
decision. That and the 35,000kms he and
his wife put on their motorhome over the
last two years: the freedom of the open
road is beckoning strongly.
Ron’s been in the bag business since 1969.
He started his business forty years ago, and
in its heyday, Ron had four shops on Queen
Street, with another in Birkenhead. His first
shop was where Sky City is now.
Then came “Black Monday” – the stock
market crash of 1987. Ron was on a beach
in Waikiki at the time, blissfully unaware of
the global events that had been unfolding,
and the flow-on effect it would have on his
business. “It effectively killed off four of my
five shops”, he said. “I hung on for three
years, but it got me in the end”.
Ron was left with the one shop in
Birkenhead, on a monthly lease. He started
buying all sorts of items at liquidation
auctions - from $1 packs of pencils to
$20-30 wicker baskets and chairs - and
selling them at discounted prices.
The possum and merino products
happened rather by accident, but really
took off as most other shops were tourist

outlets with higher prices.
He called his business “Liquidation and
Receivership Sales Market” – LARS Mart.
“Yes, I did occasionally have people think
my name was Lars”, he says with a grin.
Ron starts each day at 6am delivering
flyers for an hour and a half. Over three
months he delivers to 20,000 houses.
Since ‘87 Ron has changed his outlook
on business. He believes there’s really only
big or small businesses nowadays. Mediumsized businesses such as his Queen Street
stores really got hammered by the advent of
“big box” stores. “I still sell lots of luggage,
but we used to sell three times as much
before the big box stores came along.”
Another factor which has helped Ron
make his decision to give up the lease on
the shop premises is the downturn in foot
traffic in Blockhouse Bay village since two
of the three banks left. The mainstays of
his business - luggage and the possum and
merino products – have been operating
successfully online for some time now,
and Ron will keep that going. He also has
an idea for marketing the possum-merino
products directly to retirement villages.
LARS Mart will finally close its doors
on Christmas Eve. As the word has been
getting around, Ron is surprised to find
how popular the shop actually is. “It’s
really quite moving, people are genuinely
disappointed”, he says. “Blockhouse
Bay has been good for Larsmart, and we
hope we have been good for the Bay. Our
sincere thanks to all our loyal customers
for their support over the years.”

Avondale local Tom Scott took out the
Best Album of the Year at the Vodafone
New Zealand Music Awards with his
collaborative album Avantdale Bowling
Club. He also won Best Hip Hop Artist.
Always a bit edgy, in his acceptance
speech he suggested that Jacinda Adern
should go out to visit Ihuamato. He sang
his song “Home” live at the ceremony
backed by a choir from his old school,
Avondale Intermediate. He has said that
so much of his music comes from his life
experience in Avondale and that he could
not have done the album if he was still in
Australia.
Like many others, Tom wants to see the
whole community accurately portrayed in
the media, and not become a victim of a
media or music narrative of ghettos and
gangstas. Avondale is much more than that.

TAKING YOUR BUSINESS FORWARD
• Accounting • Taxation • Payroll • GST • FBT
• Trust and asset protection
• Company formation
• Business and succession planning

www.baytax.co.nz
Phone 09 627 1706
Fax 09 627 1709
Email office@baytax.co.nz

SERVING
OUR
COMMUNITY
SINCE 2002

8 Donovan Street,
Blockhouse Bay
(opp. Countdown)

6 • December 2019 | www.bhb.nz

Christmas at the Beach
The annual Christmas at the Beach
shindig at Blockhouse Bay Beach is fast
approaching. There’s a bit of the old,
and quite a bit of the new in the lineup, but as always it promises plenty of
fun for all ages, carol singing and the
new “Christmas at the Beach Band”
specialising in all the covers you love to
sing along to.
The fun begins Sunday 15th December
at 5pm with activities and games for the
kids, including a beach treasure hunt,
Nativity quest, bouncy castle, face painters
and balloon twisters. Santa will arrive in
style in time for your Santa selfies, and the
awesome party DJ Dave will entertain the
crowds with his usual shenanigans.

A Christmas shindig would not be
complete without carols, and we have
all the old favourites to sing along to
together, our voices uniting, sending
waves of Christmassy goodness right
across the Bay.

Thriving communities
important to wellbeing
As the year is nearly over and the
holiday season is upon us, it’s a good
time to reflect and give a shout out
to the people I’ve met out in the
community. I’ve had the privilege of
connecting with many of you this year.
I’ve met many passionate individuals,
been invited to visit your groups, sat
alongside some of you during some
challenging times, and enjoyed the
many different ways that you choose
to celebrate.
Having thriving communities is so
important for our wellbeing. It is hard
to imagine what the New Lynn electorate
would look like without the input
from the many people who work and
volunteer for our libraries, community
centres, the Whau and Puketapapa Local
Boards, Grey Power, our Pacific Wardens
the Community Policing Team, our
churches, mosques and temples, our
local schools and early childhood centres.
Meeting with my constituents face
to face and visiting your organisations
has given me a better understanding
of the people I represent, and the ways
in which I can help you. It also helps
me when it comes to being involved in

Bring all you need for a picnic dinner,
or save the hassle and enjoy the delicious
fare available from the several food trucks
which will be on site.
Shuttles will run from Church of the
Saviour and Iona Presbyterian down to
the beach reserve from 4.45-6pm and
returning from 7pm onwards.
This free local event is brought to you
by the combined churches of Blockhouse
Bay, with generous sponsorship from the
Whau Local Board.

Deborah Russell
MP for New Lynn

Community catch ups

developing policy and making the dayto-day decisions in government.
Please contact my office if you would
like me to come and visit your group,
or come along to an event that you’re
running. I can’t promise that I will always
be able to make it because being an MP
also means that I have to spend a lot
of time in Wellington, but as much as
possible, we like to be there to be part of
our community.
On behalf of myself and my team
at the New Lynn electorate office, I
wish you all a very Merry Christmas,
and thank you for reaching out and
sharing the Aroha with others in our
community over the holiday season.
Deborah Russell

I am running community based catch ups on
Monday mornings. These are one-on-one
sessions where people can meet with me to
discuss Justice of the Peace applications,
government policy and proposed law changes,
or to talk about local issues.
These 15-minute catch ups are by appointment
at my electorate office - 1885 Great North Rd,
Avondale. The office is accessible and handy to
public transport.
To book a time for these community catch up
sessions, or for enquiries about other matters,
phone 09 820 6245 or email:
newlynnmp@parliament.govt.nz
/deborahrussellfornewlynn
@beefaerie

Authorised by Dr Deborah Russell,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington
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Senior Citizens Hall to be sold
- sales proceeds going to charity
St John and other charities are likely
to be the beneficiaries of the sale of the
senior citizens hall in Blockhouse Bay.
The property at 522 Blockhouse Bay Rd,
on the corner with Exminster St, has been
owned and occupied by the Blockhouse
Bay Senior Citizens Association for
over 50 years. But dwindling use of the
building by older people has prompted
the association to sell.
Vice president Ray Warren says the
association’s constitution requires the
proceeds of the sale to be spent in and
around the area for the benefit of senior
citizens.
“The intention is to support the good
work that St John and other charities do
in the community, particularly in coming
to the aid of elderly people. One option
under consideration is funding the
purchase of an additional ambulance for

DUNDALE
Cafe & Eatery

- Excellent Coffee - Contemporary Menu - Superb Food - Modern Vibe - Perfect Space for Meetings -

Blockhouse Bay Senior Citizens Hall

the elderly to be based at St John’s nearby
New Lynn station. The association
would then decide what to do with any
remaining proceeds from the sale.”
Mr Warren says the building was
constructed for the association in the
mid-1960s by Keith Hay Homes from
funds donated locally.
“In those days Blockhouse Bay was
somewhat isolated from other parts of
Auckland, with bus services few and far
between, and it was felt important to have
a community hall where older people,
particularly those living on their own,
could gather for companionship. In its
heyday, the hall was very well patronised,
with standing room only at major events
such as the annual Christmas party.”
However, with more elderly now
living in retirement villages and

T: 09 826 3937
M: 027 404 0129

December Special:

Get a free coffee with any
breakfast valued above $11
1 per customer. Just mention the Beacon

19 Cutler Street, New Lynn, Auckland.

Reggis Rego

CA, CPP, MBA, BCom.

OPEN: Tuesday to Sunday 8am - 4pm

reggis.ca@gmail.com
www.bizaide.co.nz

97 Dundale Ave, Blockhouse Bay
Ph 09 627 9000

Tax returns - Income Tax, GST, FBT.
Accounting - Cost & Management.
Business Advisory Services.

apartment buildings which have their
own community facilities and churches
providing more activities and support for
ageing congregations, Mr Warren says it’s
the end of an era for senior citizens halls.

A fond farewell
BHB Community Centre update
After seven years of working at the
Blockhouse Bay Community Centre we
sadly say goodbye to Stephanie O’Hanlon,
our Accounts Manager and right-hand
lady. It has been such a pleasure to work
alongside Stephanie, always flexible and
willing to help out wherever needed with
a smile on her face and a great sense of
humour. She will be greatly missed by
the staff, committee and our Community
Centre family. We wish her luck with all
her future endeavours.
The community centre closes on
Friday 20th December, and reopens
Monday 13th January. Wishing all a
fabulous holiday season.
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What’s happening
DECEMBER
Fri 6th Christmas Twilight Market 5-9pm at
Lopdell Precinct, 418 Titirangi Road. An evening of
festive shopping: handpicked selection of artisan
stallholders offering a diverse range of gifts, crafts
and fine foods. Selection of Christmas short films
running in theatre to keep the kids entertained while
you enjoy a glass of mulled wine while shopping.
Sat 7th New Lynn Santa Parade 10am. See p10
for details.
Sun 8th Blockhouse Bay Village Santa Parade
Entertainment starts 9.30am, parade starts
10.45am.
Sun 8th Christmas Aroha 9.30am St Dominic’s
Catholic Church, Blockhouse Bay.
Tue 10th Western Districts Women’s Dinner
Club. Ph Anne 021-293-3833 or 627-1416 to
book or for info.
Sat 14th Avondale Community Christmas
3-9pm, 1925 Gt Nth Rd. Homegrown
entertainment, lots of food, games for kids.
Bring your fala or blanket.
Sat 14th Community Market 7am – 12noon at
BHB Community Centre. A monthly event held
second & last Saturdays of each month.
Sat 14th New Lynn Lions Monthly Book Sale
8.00 am to 4.00 pm at New Lynn Friendship
Club, 3063 Great North Road, New Lynn (down
the driveway). All books, DVDs, CDs, videos and
jigsaw puzzles just $1. Magazines 5 for $1.
Drop off books for donation Thursdays between
9 & 11am or at the book sale.
Sat 14th Fresh Finds Market 9am – 2pm at New
Lynn Community Centre.
Sat 14th Dinner at French Bay – Xmas Street
Food. Hosted by www.lovestreetfood.co.nz.
5 – 9pm A stunning location for some of the best
street food in Auckland. Licenced bar, live music,
zero waste event.
Sat 21st Community Market 7am – 12noon at
BHB Community Centre.

Sat 21st Blockhouse Bay Village Market. From
8.30am, along mainstreet on Blockhouse Bay Rd.
Contact Jodie Judd manager@blockhousebay.org or
ph 09 626 5081. Last Saturday of each month.
Sun 29th Sunday at the Movies. Heaven is for
Real - Rated: PG. Please bring some cake to share.
6.30pm at Church of the Saviour, 2 Heaphy St,
Blockhouse Bay.

JANUARY
Sun 5th Sunday at the Movies ‘Inside out’ (Rated: G).
Please bring pretzels or snacks to share. 6.30pm at
Church of the Saviour, 2 Heaphy St, Blockhouse Bay.
Sat 11th Community Market 7am – 12noon at BHB
Community Centre. A monthly event held second &
last Saturdays of each month.
Sun 12th Sunday at the Movies Gifted Hands—The
Ben Carson Story (Rated: PG). Please bring chips or
chocolate to share. 6.30pm at Church of the Saviour,
2 Heaphy St, Blockhouse Bay.
Sat 18th New Lynn Lions Monthly Book Sale 8.00
am to 4.00 pm at New Lynn Friendship Club, 3063
Great North Road, New Lynn (down the driveway).
All books, DVDs, CDs, videos and jigsaw puzzles just
$1. Magazines 5 for $1. Drop off books for donation
Thursdays between 9 & 11am or at the book sale.
Sun 19th Sunday at the Movies. I Believe (Rated:
PG) Popcorn Sunday, please bring some to share.
6.30pm at Church of the Saviour, 2 Heaphy St,
Blockhouse Bay.
Sat 25th Community Market 7am – 12noon at BHB
Community Centre. A monthly event held second &
last Saturdays of each month.
Sat 25th Blockhouse Bay Village Market. From
8.30am, along mainstreet on Blockhouse Bay Rd.
Contact Jodie Judd manager@blockhousebay.org or
ph 09 626 5081. Last Saturday of each month.
Sun 26th Sunday at the Movies. Extraordinary
(Rated: PG) Ice cream Sunday -cones and toppings
provided. Please bring ice cream to share.
6.30pm at Church of the Saviour, 2 Heaphy St,
Blockhouse Bay.

REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
Please check with the organisers for
details over holidays.

MONDAYS
Indoor Bowls 10am at the Senior Citizens Hall,
524 Bhb Rd. $1
Social Partner Dancing with Move Dance
Co. No experience necessary and no partners
required. Blockhouse Bay Community Centre.
7pm Beginners, 8pm Intermediate, followed by
social hot chocolate at Bodrum Café, Brick Works.
Beginners’ concession available, casual $15.
Ph Hannah, 021 576 210

TUESDAYS
Armanasco House is one of the Bay’s early settler
houses, and is open 10am-2pm Tuesdays for
public interest and information.
Greater Auckland Chorus. Love to sing? Learn
female a cappella and barbershop arrangements.
7.15pm, University of Auckland, Epsom Campus,
74 Epsom Avenue. Contact Nikola 021 067 5980
greateraucklandchorus@gmail.com
Housie Tuesdays at the BHB Community Centre.
Sales from 6.30pm. Starts 7.30pm till 10.00pm.

WEDNESDAYS
Wriggle & Rhyme for 0-2-year olds Wednesdays
9.30 @ BHB Library. Songs, rhymes and gentle
exercise to music for babies and toddlers.
Mainly Music for 0-4 year olds. Wednesdays
9.30am @ BHB Baptist, 504 BHB Rd. Singing,
dancing, craft, morning tea. Ph Mary 8289027.
Church Service with Communion Wednesdays
9.30am at Church of the Saviour, 2 Kinross St.
Best morning tea in the Bay.
Creative Colouring Class Wednesdays 9.30 - 12pm,
Green Bay Community House. $2 donation. Drop in
any time and bring your own materials. Enjoy a cup of
tea with us. For more info phone 09 827 3300.
Indoor Bowls 10am at the Senior Citizens Hall,
524 Bhb Rd. $1.

Clubs & Organistions has taken a break over the holiday period and will be back in our next edition: February 2020.
If you want to be part of our special Clubs & Organisations feature in February, contact kerrie@bhb.nz before Christmas.
Bring your family and friends and enjoy what
we have to offer: TAB, pool tables, darts,
indoor bowls, raffles and gaming room.
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REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
WEDNESDAYS
500 Played Wednesdays 12.30 - 2.30pm at the
Blockhouse Bay Community Centre. Friendly
group, looking for more players. Contact Noel
Johnston on 627-8306.

THURSDAYS
Activity Corner Thursdays from 9.30am (for morning
tea) at the Senior Citizens Hall 524 Bhb Rd. $1
Preschool Storytime Thursdays 10.30 @
BHB Library. Free and fun, learning literacy
development through stories and songs.
Community Singers, Blockhouse Bay practice
Thursdays from 12.30-2.30pm at Blockhouse
Bay Community Centre, and sing at rest homes
monthly. Contact Dawn Carseldine on phone 817
2405 or ruth52@outlook.co.nz
Knitting Circle Thursdays 1-3pm at the Blockhouse
Bay Library. BYO knitting needles and wool, and join
others in these casual knitting group sessions for all
levels. Experienced knitters available to help.

FRIDAYS
Food Pantry open Fridays 1-3pm at BHB Baptist
Church.

SATURDAYS
Fresh Finds Market 2nd Saturday of the month,
9am – 2pm at New Lynn Community Centre. Fresh
Finds Market is not just a produce market, the main
hall will be full of crafters, organic natural homemade
products, entertainment, community fundraisers
AND foodies are really the stars of the show!
Free Dinner 2nd Saturday of the month,
5pm – 7pm, at Iona Presbyterian Church hall,
38 Donovan St BHB. All welcome. For more info
phone 09 627 9845.

CHRISTMAS CHURCH SERVICES
Church of the Saviour – Anglican Church
2 Heaphy Street, p: 627 8779, e: office@cots.org.nz
24th 5.30pm Messy Christmas - sausage
sizzle and crafts. 6pm a creative retelling of the
Christmas story suitable for all ages
24th 11.00pm Communion service, readings and
carols, mulled wine and mince pies
25th 9.00am Christmas Day Family Celebration
Service
St Dominic’s Catholic Church
34 Bolton Street, p: 626 6207,
e: stdominicsparish@xtra.co.nz
24th 8.00pm Carols
24th 8.30pm Vigil Mass
24th 11.30pm Carols by Filipino Chaplaincy
24th 12.00 Midnight Mass in Tagalog
25th 9.30am Christmas Mass
Blockhouse Bay Baptist Church
504 Blockhouse Bay Road, p: 626 6980, e:
office@baybaptist.org.nz
24th 6.30pm Christmas for Kids
24th 11.30pm Christmas Eve Service
25th 9.30am Family Christmas Service
25th 11.45am Christmas Day lunch for those who
may feel disconnected over Christmas
Iona Presbyterian Church
38 Donovan Street, p: 627 9845,
e: minister@iona.org.nz
8th 10.00am Communion Service
15th 10.00am Family Service 10am
18th 7.30pm Carols with String Quartet
24th 7.30pm Christmas Eve Service
25th 9.30amChristmas Day Service
Blockhouse Bay Community Church
76 Dundale Avenue, p: 626 6284,
e: office@bbcc.org.nz
23rd 10.30am Sunday Morning Service
24th 8.00pm Christmas Eve Service
25th 10.00 am Christmas Day Service

Those Naughty
Sheep!
Those cute little rascals have escaped
again! Nearly 40 sheep are have got
loose and are hiding in the shops and
businesses in Blockhouse Bay. Can you
find them for us?
Yes, Blockhouse Bay’s annual Sheep
Trail is back! Between Monday 9th and
Saturday 21st December, keep your
eyes peeled for sightings of these elusive
woolly scallywags. They are quite wily,
so you might need the whole family
searching for them.
Of course, the shop owners are in
cahoots with the sheep, so don’t think
it will be easy! They have given their
friendly sheep names, and some have even
decorated them. And apparently some
even hide them to make them harder for
you to find!
Your mission: Find all the sheep and
write down their clever names. And don’t
forget to vote for your favourite sheep!
Once you have found them all, put your
entry in the entry box at either Church of
the Saviour or Blockhouse Bay Pharmacy.
The winner will be drawn on Christmas
Eve at the family service, 5.30pm at
Church of the Saviour, 2 Heaphy St.
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New Lynn’s
Santa Parade
rides again

The New Lynn Santa Parade will once
again be seen through the streets of New
Lynn. The parade kicks off at 10am on
Saturday 7th December. Beginning
at Hugh Brown Drive, it will proceed
along Great North Road to Totara Ave,
ending in Memorial Ave. The parade
which is organised by the New Lynn
Lions, will have clowns, bands, floats,
vintage cars and community groups,
and of course… Santa!
In other Lions news, the New Lynn club
will be providing Christmas goodies for 90
elderly residents in local Haumaru housing
units, to help them feel appreciated at what
can be a very lonely time of the year. Many of
these residents have limited means and little
or no family nearby. The goodie package will
include a lovely Christmas cake. Donations
toward this can be made at their Christmas
book sale (see details p8). More details can
be found on their Facebook page. The Lions
will personally be delivering the parcels, and
welcome helpers.

New Lynn Santa parade route

LIBRARY LINE-UP
Blockhouse Bay Library has loads of
events lined up for December and January.
December: Enjoy the Christmas season
with our special Christmas activities:
Sat 7th 2.00 - 3.30 pm Stitched up
Christmas. Come along and sew your
own Christmas decorations. For people
aged 10 – 110. Spaces are limited and
bookings are essential.
Thur 12th 10.30 - 11.00 am Christmas
Storytime. Christmas themed stories, songs
and action rhymes with a story from Santa.
This will be the last Storytime for the year.
Thur 12th 11.00 - 11:30 am Christmas
Choir. Enjoy Christmas songs sung by
children from Chaucer School.
Wed 18th 9.30 - 10.30 am Christmas
Wriggle and Rhyme. Christmas themed
songs and action rhymes for under twos.
Sat 14th 2.00 - 3. 00 pm Bubble wrap
painting. Children aged 5-12 years can
learn this fun painting technique to create
a Christmas tree.
Keep the children busy over the school
holidays and join our Summer Reading
Programme - Dare to Explore / Kia Māia
te Whai. Every child receives a free activity
booklet filled with ideas to make and
create as well as fun reading challenges to
try. Children who complete six activities
can come to our celebration party in
January. Register for the programme at
daretoexplore.nz and collect the activity
book on Monday 9 December from
Blockhouse Bay Library, or anytime during
the school holidays. These activities can be
done anywhere so you can enjoy the fun
even if you are going away on holiday.
We have lots of great Christmas stories
in the library for you to enjoy reading
and sharing this Christmas. Or search
the library catalogue using the words
Christmas; or Santa Claus; or Jesus Christ
Nativity, to see everything in our collection.

December

Recommended Reading:
Slinky Malinki’s Christmas crackers by
Lynley Dodd - The Christmas tree looks
splendid, until Slinky Malinki arrives on the
scene.
A kiwi day before Christmas by Yvonne
Morrison - Santa is fishing when Mrs Claus
tells him to hurry up as today is a very busy day.
Room for a little one by Martin Waddell
is a very simple, more traditional story with
gorgeous illustrations.
Kua tae mai te Pō by Sharon Holt - the
traditional Christmas story, told simply in
te reo Māori, accompanied by a music cd
and English translation.
A boy called Christmas by Matt Haig A tale of adventure, snow, kidnapping, elves,
and a boy called Nikolas, who isn’t afraid to
believe in magic.
A Christmas carol by Charles Dickens A beautifully illustrated adaptation about
a miser who learns the true meaning of
Christmas from three ghostly visitors.
January: Mon 20th - Fri 31st 3D rat
printing. Print a cute 3D rat to celebrate the
Lunar New Year. Charges will apply. Please
ask us for further details.
For bookings email blockhousebaylibrary@
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Shalini Shandil M: 027 629 4410
Email: shalini@eclipseinsurance.co.nz
Website: eclipseinsurance.co.nz

Specialising in:
• Home loans • House & contents insurance • Refinancing
• Vehicle insurance • Debt consolidation • All other commercial insurance
Your local Insurance and Mortgage Advisers serving the local community for over 15 years.

Call us for a free no obligation review
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NLBA COMMUNITY NOTICE – WOLVERTON CULVERTS UPGRADE
Updates for the business and local community on the replacement of the two Wolverton Road culverts:
• Work on the culverts is proposed to start early in the new year
• It is proposed that the tidal flow traffic system may start around this time
• Minor works will take place prior to that date, it is not seen to have any impact on local traffic.
• General pubic communications will take place from December and again in January, AT have a communications plan in
place so that locals using these roads will be able to access the latest information.

The NLBA are in communication with Auckland Transport and advise customers to keep an eye out
on the Auckland Transport website.
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The Blockhouse Bay Santa Parade
The countdown is on and the excitement
is building for our Annual Santa Parade
on Sunday 8th December.
This is a fabulous event for Blockhouse
Bay Village, and we have an amazing 35
floats registered for the day and also 12
local groups entertaining before and after
the parade.
This free event is proudly supported
by the Blockhouse Bay Business
Association, Whau Local Board and
The Trust Community Foundation.
Because of this we can provide
entertainment for the kids which include
a bouncy castle, face painters, clowns,
balloonists and more.
Another highlight for the kids will be
Flick the Fire Engine.
We have a gorgeous sleigh coming to
the Village Green this year, thanks to
Move Dance Company. There will be
opportunities for the kids to have some
photos with Santa in the Sleigh or in his
Grotto.

Once again, we will have our
Blockhouse Bay Princess travel in a car
and have a special seat with Santa. If your
child would like to enter please complete
a form in the library. The winner gets a
special sash to keep.
Our Christmas promotion is now
running in the Village. Shop in the Village
and complete a form at participating

shops and be in to win some fantastic
prizes. First prize is a mystery night away
for two, including dinner and more to
the value of $580. The competition will
be drawn live at midday on the Village
Green at the Santa Parade. Winners must
be there to claim their prize.
Please come and join us for a fun-filled
day. Entertainment starts from 9.30am.

Dancers celebrate successful year
It’s an exciting time for Gayle Prescott
Dance school as they prepare for
their end-of-year Showcase which is a
highlight and the culmination of the
studio’s dancing year.
The studio will be showcasing a
collection of dances from children as
young as three years, right up to adults,
some of whom are stepping onto the stage
for the very first time. They are performing
styles including ballet, jazz, contemporary
and tap at the Green Bay High School
Performing Arts Centre.
Since a change in ownership to past

pupil, Rebecca Wyatt, the studio has
launched a new lyrical/contemporary style
and also introduced adult dance classes,
bringing a new element of diversity to the
December show.
Excitement has been building in the
studio as classes get into the thick of
rehearsing, trying on costumes and using
special props in their dances. It is a great
opportunity for dancers to come together
and perform in a theatre in front of their
family and friends and a wonderful feeling
knowing their hard work and growth is
being supported.

The Showcase 2019 is on Friday 13th
and Saturday 14th December at 7pm
and is open to the wider community to
support and enjoy the performance. To
order tickets to the show, email hello@
gayleprescottdanceschool.co.nz.

Enrolling Now!
• Serving our community for 23 years
• 20 hours free
• Transition to school programme for
4 to 5-year-olds
• Full and half day places available

Rebecca gives last minute encouragement to her young pupil

A: 76 Dundale Ave, Blockhouse Bay
T: 6266 284 (ext 3)
E: kindy@bbcc.org.nz
W: bbck.org.nz
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A living legacy
Born out of a strong tradition of legacy,
the BayLynn Youth Band was formed
five years ago by Zyia Li Teh and Bernie
Allen. Zyia Li, who taught music at
Blockhouse Bay Intermediate, had
invited her mentor Bernie and his longtime trombonist friend Merv Thomas –
both now octogenarians - to come and
inspire her students.
Zyia Li had observed that many of her
students who had an interest in music,
ability and potential, dropped music at
high school, largely because there is no
real bridge to the level required there. The
idea of a youth band was formed to make
sure these kids continue to have music in
their lives.
Rather than following the traditional
lines of a concert band or symphony
orchestra, the founding concept was
more of an inclusive group, working on a
trickle-down mentoring model.
A small team of dedicated musical
directors work hard to provide
musical mentoring in this ‘team sport’
environment. This then leads to the
more experienced players guiding and
encouraging newer members, and on
down the chain.
The music is specially arranged and
adapted to accommodate the skill level of
each member as they grow and develop
with the band.
Mentoring young musicians is a
familiar concept for Bernie Allen, who for
years led big jazz bands, bringing in young
players to give them experience.
With a musical career beginning as an
aspiring jazz player in the mid-Fifties,
Allen’s name was well known in the
Auckland music scene, and later appeared
in countless credits as musical director
for TVNZ productions. One of the most
memorable of these is his arrangement for
the “Goodnight Kiwi” animation.
Allen believes that all children should
be taught music because it activates
certain parts of the brain, enhancing the
understanding of such things as maths,
timing, moods and emotions.
“I’ve done a lot of fulfilling things in my
life, but none as fulfilling as the BayLynn
Youth Band”, he says.
The band usually arranges at least

BayLynn Youth Band

one performance per term, recently
performing a 5th anniversary concert at
the Point Chevalier RSA with the support
of renowned local jazz musicians such
as Bernie Allen, Merv Thomas, Michael
Howell, Bruce King, Mike Walker and
Neville Grenfell. They also perform at the
Blockhouse Bay Primary carnival at the
end of November.
So, what is a legacy? Perhaps legacy
could be defined as learning from the

past, living in the present, and building
for the future.
And when the skills and passion of a
lifetime of music are passed on from one
to another as is the case with Bernie and
Zyia Li, and is now getting passed on to
another generation, that’s legacy.
The band can be contacted through
their
Facebook
page,
website
www.baylynnyouthband.org.nz or at
baylynnyouthband@gmail.com.

Dr Nitin Raniga Orthodontist
BDS (Otago), DclinDent (Otago),
MOrth RSCEd, MRACDS (Orth)

6 Exminster Street, Blockhouse Bay
Ph: 09 627 3555

nitin@aucklandortho.co.nz
www.aucklandortho.co.nz
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M U R R AY H A L B E R G R E T I R E M E N T V I L L A G E

Serviced apartments
available now!
Priced from $350,000, choose an apartment with views out across
the Manukau Harbour or of the village bowling green.

Serviced apartments are located in the heart of the
village, with easy access to lounges, dining, and other
amenities. Maintain your independence with your own
kitchenette, separate bedroom and ensuite.
As well as help with daily living, such as housekeeping,
enjoy a Delicious home-cooked main meal in the dining
room, and morning and afternoon tea. More services
are available, such as having breakfast delivered to
your room – it just depends on what you need.
There is also a range of activities and events on oﬀer
as well as regular outings in the village van to the shops
and further aﬁeld.

For more information phone
Taryn or Frances on 627 2727
Sales Oﬃce:
9 Commodore Drive, Lynﬁeld
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Great Kiwi runners inspire block names
Murray Halberg village keeps with the
running theme.
After naming its Lynfield village after one
of New Zealand’s great athletes, Murray
Halberg, Ryman has now turned to Murray’s
fellow runners to inspire the naming of each
individual block on the site.
One of the first independent apartment
blocks will be named after Barry Magee,
who won a bronze medal in the marathon
at the Rome Olympics in 1960.
Barry himself lives in the village with
his wife Heather after shifting there from
their home in Mt Roskill. He was quite
humbled by the news which Village
Manager Grant Costello had shared with
the other residents at one of their recent
Happy Hours.
“I thank Ryman for the honour. In this
life nothing can be taken for granted so I
count my blessings every day.”
He added: “My wife Heather was
delightfully surprised when I told her, and
my fellow apartment dwellers did all seem
pleased with the news.”
The first independent apartment block,
where Barry and Heather live, is set to
be named after a fellow Olympic bronze
medallist, John Davies. John, who sadly
passed away in 2003 aged 65, won a bronze
in the 1500 metres at the 1964 Tokyo
Olympics and a silver medal in the onemile event at the 1962 Commonwealth
Games in Perth.
John’s widow Patsy said it was a real
surprise when Ryman contacted her.
“I thought it was fabulous and would
help ensure that part of New Zealand’s
history would continue to live on.”
She added: “I’m sure John would have
been delighted – he would probably
be thinking he could get everyone out
training!”

Olympic marathon bronze medallist
Lorraine Moller’s name will also grace the
wall of a Ryman apartment block.
Her long list of achievements includes a
silver medal in the marathon at the 1986
Commonwealth Games in Edinburgh,
completing the marathon at the 1984,
1988 and 1996 Olympic Games and
winning the 1984 Boston marathon, and
the Osaka International Ladies marathon
three times in 1986, 1987 and 1989.
Lorraine now spends her time between
New Zealand, Sydney and Boulder,
Colorado in the US and admitted she was
‘really chuffed’ by the request.
“I am so stoked and honoured!”
she said.
Lorraine also has a connection to
another Ryman namesake – Nellie Melba
in Melbourne.

“Dame Nellie Melba is my great
grandmother’s cousin,” she said, adding:
“I did not inherit her singing ability, but
I don’t think she was much of a runner
either!”
Sir John Walker has also been added to
the list of inspiring names.
Another middle-distance star, John won
the 1500m event at the 1976 Olympics
and was also the first person to run the
mile in under 3:50.
He recently retired from his role in local
government as an Auckland councillor
and representing the Manurewa-Papakura
ward.
In the village centre, the hospital, rest
home and special care units will be named
after the locations of the Olympics and
Commonwealth competitions held in
Perth, Rome and Cardiff respectively.

Barry and Heather Magee in front of the block that will soon bear Barry’s name.

Waikowhai Auto Service Centre | 09 626 2026
Repairs, WOFs, Tyres
Classic car & bike
specialist
Auto Electrical
Peter Scherf

421 Hillsborough Rd

www. waikowhaiauto.co.nz
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New connections in New Windsor
The New Windsor School community
came together last month in spectacular
fashion to showcase the unique ethnic
communities in the school, in the
inaugural New Windsor Culture and
Food Festival.
The event was organised by the newly
formed Parent-Teacher Co-operative and
supported by the school, to help build
genuine community within the culturally
diverse school. With English a barrier for
many immigrants, the idea was for groups
to form around ethnicities, with the
process of planning and cooking together

a point of connection, and those who
spoke English well helping and translating
for those who didn’t.
The model worked beautifully, and
the event was a huge success. There were
many performances and activities, and
even dancing dragons. The food was so
popular it was sold out by 2pm.
The Growing Resilient Community in
New Windsor project which is funded by
the Whau Local Board and delivered by
Community Waitakere, also had a stand
at the festival, and people were invited to
share their thoughts about New Windsor.

Public engagement with the project was
enthusiastic, with the project team feeling
encouraged by the response.
Outgoing
Principal
Glenn
Bermingham said that although the
event made a profit for the school,
was not about making money; rather
it was about making connections and
developing school community across all
the diverse cultures.
While this event was a learning
experience which the school will learn and
grow from, it is planned to open future
events to the wider community.

