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Editorial

Inside: Power of the People; Perseverance; Participation
The Blockhouse Bay library is about to
celebrate 25 years. “Good for them!”
you might think. But don’t be fooled
into thinking it’s just a puff piece about
a civic building. Nooohooo siree! What
went on in the several years before the
opening ceremony was a battle of epic
proportions on several fronts.
In the end it was the “power of the
people” that pushed the library through.
You can thank those dedicated folks who
got involved and put themselves out there
to ensure the library was built. If it hadn’t
been for them we might still be visiting
mobile libraries!
The other super interesting article is our
feature on p14-17 about the early Chinese
who settled in New Zealand way back in
the nineteenth century.
I have spent weeks looking at
information and resources, and it has
been just fascinating. There’s so much I
haven’t been able to tell in this epic tale of
hardship and racism, but I hope that you
will find it an interesting and challenging
read nonetheless.

ALL ENQUIRIES:
Kerrie Subritzky, Editor & Advertising
PO Box 163133, Lynfield 1443
p 027 290 4444 e kerrie@bhb.nz

During the research I struggled with
feelings of shame and embarrassment as I
recall occasions when I may have been just
as guilty of racism as some of those early
European settlers that I read about.
I was moved by the perseverance and
forbearance that this group of people
displayed. Almost all who left Canton
in Southern China to make a new life in
New Zealand did so with the desire and
expectation of returning to their homeland
to die, having made their fortunes.
Some achieved their dreams, but many
did not.
Those who remained whether by
intention or not, did so in a climate of
persistent anti-Chinese sentiment. Their
children grew up to become Kiwis just
like the rest of us. I came across a quote
in Sons of the Soil (one of the books I used
in my research) which was very moving:
Our parents had linquistic and cultural
tensions. We, their New Zealand-born
children did not face issues of language
and culture, but of identity. David Yan.
I hope you are enriched by the read, as
much as I was in the telling.
Get out there and get involved!
Another feature this month is our Clubs
and Organisations feature on p10-12.
Nowadays, with so much that you can
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do online at a time that suits you, there
seems less and less reason to get out of
the house and join in an activity with a
group of like-minded people. Yet for our
physical, social and mental wellbeing,
face to face communication and outdoor
activity cannot be beaten.
We invited clubs and organisations to
feature this month because of our own
experience of clubs and our belief that they
enrich our communities immeasurably.
Our children have grown up travelling
the back blocks of New Zealand in ancient
military vehicles as part of our membership
of the NZ Military Vehicle Club. Some
had their first driving experiences in
WWII Jeeps. They have made friends in
a club that spans four generations. We
would never have enjoyed these benefits
just sitting at home.
We are also really grateful that someone
recommended Scouts for our active twin
boys when they were 10. It’s an incredibly
good way to experience teamwork, active
participation, outdoors and values.
You and your children have lots of
options to fill your valuable time. What
excites and interests you? Every single
interest, sport and hobby imaginable has
a group that does it. So, get out there and
get involved!

Front Cover: Some of the current Blockhouse Bay librarians (L-R): Dionne Taylor, Carol Augustine,
Padmini Raj (Manager), Jo Ward and Merrilyn McDonald
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The Battle for the Library – 25 year
anniversary of Blockhouse Bay Library
“Why can’t we have our own library in
Blockhouse Bay?” Merle Martin asked.
“It’s a pain in the neck going down to
the Avondale Library.”
That conversation kicked off a six-year
battle by the Blockhouse Bay community
eventually resulting in a new library in
their village.
This month marks 25 years since the
Blockhouse Bay library opened on 24
February 1995.
Hundreds of people turned out for the
Mardi Gras party on the village green.
Mainstreet was closed for the evening sit
down dinner. It was a victory celebration
after a massive David and Goliath battle
that was filled with political intrigue and
many twists and turns.
More than anything, the new library
was the result of visionaries in the
community who doggedly fought on for
years. They mobilised massive community
support that eventually wore down and
overwhelmed political opposition.
It’s worth noting that the library was the
first significant council-owned building in
the Bay.
Prior to the battle for the library,
the community had a trial run of sorts,
getting the historic Armanasco House
moved from a development site opposite
the community centre to the village
green. This was invaluable training for
the community leaders in dealing with
Auckland City Council. They realised that
they needed to take a long-term view of
the costs and benefits of a project.
There was also the red tape to deal with.
For example, it was originally envisaged
that Armanasco House would be sited
close to mainstreet, behind the toilet
block. However, there were zoning issues
as that is reserve land. It was easier to site
it at the back as that was designated for a
playground.
The comment from Merle Martin to
Robin Barnaby initiated the movement.
Merle was a volunteer at the Blockhouse
Bay Community Centre. Robin was the
manager and the first paid employee at
the centre.

Auckland City Councillor Astrid Malcolm and
Tony Mitchell at the sod turning ceremony in
1994. (Photo: Tony Mitchell)

Robin went to her boss, Jim Gilbert,
who was the board chair of the centre. He
gave the go-ahead to start a campaign and
they initiated a petition to council for a
library.
Jim did a lot of work but preferred to
be behind the scenes. Robin was vivacious
and enthusiastic. She reached out to every
school and community group she could
think of. It was a long journey over the
years, but they kept building momentum,
eventually gathering hundreds of
signatures in support.
Jim visited various council officers and
slowly started to get traction. Jim got
local councillor Brian Maude on board.
The only Avondale Community Board
member who actually lived in Blockhouse
Bay was Tony Mitchell. He became
another strong advocate for the library.

T: 09 826 3937
M: 027 404 0129

By mid-1991 Jim was in a media
campaign for the library. A $250,000
council budget was proposed to get the
project investigated and underway when
a local city councillor shot it down. It was
reported that Ms Sinclair “Does not want
to spend $250,000 on stage one of the
library project this year.”
“Where there is a lot of unemployment,
our priority has to be to keep rates down,”
she said.
Mr Gilbert responded, “People outside
the Avondale Ward can justifiably say
we do not want a library because our
councillor is not fighting for it!”
By 1993 $500,000 had been allocated
for stage one of the library and that’s when
all hell broke loose!
continued next page >
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MP for New Lynn

Community catch ups
As your local MP, I’m keen to keep in touch to
discuss local issues, government policy,
Justice of the Peace applications and
proposed changes to legislation. If you would
like to discuss any of these matters, please
contact my office on 09 820 6245, or email me
at newlynn.mp@parliament.govt.nz
My office staff will assist you initially and,
if required, will arrange an appointment for
you to meet with me for a 15 minute
catch up. These appointments are held on
Mondays mornings at my electorate office 1885 Great North Rd, Avondale. The office
is accessible and handy to public transport.

19 Cutler Street, New Lynn, Auckland.
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CA, CPP, MBA, BCom.

reggis.ca@gmail.com
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Eastern Bays councillor Ross Jones
suggested a cut of $450,000 to the
budget, accusing the library supporters of
being disorganised and not even knowing
any details about what they wanted. Mr
Jones suggested setting up a library in a
corner of the community centre instead.
That criticism galvanised the library
supporters to action. They developed a
draft concept plan at their own expense.
An architect came up with a plan for a
classic style library that was sympathetic
to Armanasco House which was already
on the village green.
In May a presentation by Jim to the
Avondale Community Board didn’t go
smoothly. Chairwoman Veronica Egan said
the board was sick of hearing about the
issue and wished Mr Gilbert would be more
patient. She said that constant criticism
wasn’t going to get him anywhere, and if it
had not been for the board and Councillor
Brian Maude, residents would not have
made it this far.
Because Auckland city librarians had also
come out in opposition against the project,
Jim Gilbert said in his submission to the board
that the librarians were “incompetent and
unresponsive to community requirements.” It
was reported at the time that board member
Lorraine Wilson took offense. “Are you aware
that I’m a professional librarian?” she asked.
“It’s somewhat intemperate to put reports like
this before us.”
Jim Gilbert responded (possibly
somewhat insensitively) “I don’t particularly
care what you might think. I’m just tabling

People seated at tables spread across Mainstreet at the opening, which was also well attended by craft
and food stalls. (Photo: Western Leader 28 February 1995)

the feelings of Blockhouse Bay people.”
When the board moved to accept the
submission, Lorraine Wilson wanted it
recorded in the minutes that she did not
wish to receive it.
Suddenly opposition appeared on all
sides. The business case to council included
Lynfield in the catchment to help get the
numbers up. Green Bay couldn’t be included
because at the time it was part of a different
council – Waitakere City. At the eleventh
hour with the prize of a library on offer,
Lynfield resident and veteran politician
David Hay made a counterattack to try and
win the prize! He said Lynfield had suitable
land available while Blockhouse Bay did not.
David Hay envisaged a small civic centre for
Lynfield based around the recreation centre
and a library. This blindsided the Blockhouse
Bay group because in all the negotiations it
was clearly understood to have the Bay as
the future site of the library.
Lynfield shopkeeper Eunice Teskey
fronted the counter bid. A petition was

EVEREST FINANCIAL SERVICES
500
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50

Zuu fitness
Active Seniors

Over
classes/activities
For more info ph 626 4980 or go to
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• Business loans
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insurance
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finance
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Prateek Malhotra
09 215 6912 | Mobile: 021 424 119
info@everesthomeloans.co.nz
557 Blockhouse Bay Road,
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organised, and statistical data compiled. It
was a serious threat.
The librarians mounted a spirited
opposition as well, advocating a beefedup mobile library service. Head librarian
Barbara Birkbeck fought the proposal tooth
and nail.
At the first meeting with council at the
community centre, the bomb shell was
dropped that Auckland City Council was
not building any more libraries! Bigger and
better (and fewer) libraries was the policy.
Bizarrely, at one stage Mayor Les Mills stated
that community libraries were the way of the
future, not super libraries. He went so far as to
suggest that if the size of the proposed library
was scaled back, then both Lynfield and
Blockhouse Bay could each have a library!
Avondale Community Board member
Tony Mitchell said, “All the council knew
it was for Blockhouse Bay, and its approval
was for one at Blockhouse Bay. The officer’s
report had only included the catchment
area of Lynfield to increase the viability of
a library in Blockhouse Bay.”
Mr Mitchell was reported to have claimed
that the Lynfield lobby was pushing its own
interests ahead of the wider community.
“I think that their option is a desperate
attempt by the businesses of Lynfield
to increase their catchment of potential
customers. I believe that a large number of
Lynfield people regard Blockhouse Bay as a
community of interest.”
As a result of the infighting, both areas
almost missed out altogether. At a recreation
committee meeting, chairwoman Astrid
Malcolm proposed dropping the whole
project in favour of a revamped mobile
library. That motion narrowly lost 6-5.
Pressure was building and Auckland
City Council was heading towards a vote
in November to decide whether the library
would be sited in Lynfield or Blockhouse

Bay. In order to demonstrate support for
the Bay, Jim organised a public meeting just
a week out from the council vote.
340 people turned out to support the
Blockhouse Bay proposal. This made a huge
impression on the politicians. Local MP
Jonathan Hunt said it was the biggest public
meeting that he had ever attended in the area.
Community Board member Lorraine
Wilson had apparently got over the last
encounter with Jim Gilbert. She said that
it would be “an exceedingly foolish” council
which ignored the massive turnout at the
meeting. Ms Wilson said “We have no
council-built facility in Blockhouse Bay and
it is time we had one. I am sure many of you
use the mobile library service, but we need
more, and it is our turn.”
It was decided at the public meeting
to attend en masse the special meeting
of council a week later to support the
Blockhouse Bay bid. Preparations were
swift. A bendy bus was chartered, and the
event advertised. The handwritten list of
names of those going and whether they were
going on the bus or privately still exists.
On the night of the council meeting
people gathered at the community centre
to board the bus. Everyone was handed a
yellow protest card taped to a plastic knife
as a handle. The 70-seater bus was packed
with standing room only.
At the Auckland Town Hall the protesters
made their way up to the public gallery of the
council chambers. The 140 Blockhouse Bay
people totally outnumbered the handful of
Lynfield supporters. It was standing room
only, and they made a real impression when
they all held up their yellow signs.
The councillors were not thrilled at
having so many people at their special
meeting to consider the library, some even
being rather rude.
The group leaders presented their figures
supporting the library, complete with an
architects plan showing how a library could
look on the village green.
As the meeting wore on, children were
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Blockhouse Bay turns out to watch Auckland City Mayor Les Mills officially open the new library.
(Photo: Waitakere Week 1 March 1995)

getting restless and tempers were fraying.
The yellow signs kept getting waved in the
air. Councillors called for a supper break.
The smell of coffee and savouries wafting
into the chamber only made the protesters
more restless.
When the meeting resumed the debate
was still going back and forth. Finally a
councillor blurted out “Give them their
library and get the buggers out of here!”
The motion was put and passed 19
to 3. The council had been completely
overwhelmed by people power.
City librarian Barbara Birkbeck went up
to Tony Mitchell and shook his hand. She
said that though she had opposed the new
library, now that it had been voted in, she
would do everything in her power to ensure
that the Bay got the best library possible.
Robin Barnaby is reported as saying
“People power was the big difference
between us and Lynfield. It was obvious
to councillors that ours was a community
effort. For much of the last seven years we
have felt that we were not being listened to.
Now we have been, and it is because the
community has never faltered in the belief
that we needed - and deserved - a library.”
By mid-1994 the plans had been drawn
up, consents obtained, and construction was
ready to commence. The design by architect
firm Andrews Scott Cotton was completely
different from the draft proposal. The open

courtyard was designed to bring the nearby
park into the library. Lots of windows were
included to let in natural light.
The opening celebration on 24 February
1995 ran from 7pm to 11pm. After the
official opening by Mayor Les Mills a Mardi
Gras parade led by the Guggemusik carnival
band and other entertainers including
Sunshine book characters. Chic Littlewood
MC-ed the various acts performing on the
village green stage. There were skits from
local school children as well as Scottish,
medieval, Tahitian and Spanish dancing.
It seemed like the whole of Blockhouse
Bay had turned out. Mainstreet was closed
to traffic and transformed into a giant
outdoor banquet hall with people seated at
tables and chairs across the street.
When the library opened for business, it was
the first library in the country to have a CDrom computer for information technology.
Library Manager Kay Lally said she was
pleased that the library was finally open.
The woman who got the ball rolling,
Merle Martin, said, “This is something we
have needed for a very long time, so we are all
very excited and pleased about the opening
of this wonderful community facility.”
Next time you visit the Blockhouse Bay
Library or go past it, reflect on people
power and strong community spirit,
because this really is the library that the
people fought for and won.

Waikowhai Auto Service Centre | 09 626 2026

Peter Scherf

Repairs, WOFs, Tyres
Classic car & bike
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421 Hillsborough Rd

www. waikowhaiauto.co.nz
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School prepares for centenary
With only a few weeks to go until the
big event, Blockhouse Bay School is
preparing to host a large group of expupils, staff and parents at this once-ina-lifetime occasion.
On Friday 20th March, attendees
will be given the opportunity to see the
school in action with guided tours and
the chance to catch up with others who
are here to mark the occasion. Ex-Board
and staff members are invited to an after
dinner catch up in Te Manawa, the newly
renovated original classroom and office.
On Saturday 21st March, an official
celebration ceremony will be held at
11.00am for all who wish to attend and
will include entertainment from children’s
performance groups. The guided tours
will continue, and this will be followed

by lunch in the performing arts centre
(Te Whau).
Then attendees will be given the
opportunity to catch up with each other
and swap stories about the highs (and
hopefully not too many lows) of attending
or working at Blockhouse Bay School.
There’s still time to register for this
event.
Simply go to the school’s website
www.blockhousebay.school.nz, click on
Information in the top right-hand corner,
and click on Expression of Interest to fill
out your details. We will then send you all
the information you need to register for
whichever event you wish to attend.
Alternatively, please phone the school
office on 09 627 9940 and we will do this
for you.

Straight Talk

by Stephen Taylor

www.relationshipmatters.org.nz

What causes couples to fight
(and it’s not what you think)
It’s common knowledge that the
Number 1 reason couples fight is
because of money. The trouble is, this
common knowledge is wrong.
There are three main drivers of conflict
in relationships, and unheeded, they can
cause much unresolved and ongoing
drama, stress, and division.
1. Unmet expectations
I once read about the emotion of anger
being described as ‘disappointment energy’,
an apt description of unmet expectations.
He thought she was happy with decision
‘x’ that they had reached. However, she
was in a ‘pretend agreement’ with him,
only he didn’t know it. She was really
hoping that he would agree with her, and
when he didn’t, she said “yes” to decision
‘x’ to keep the peace.
But then she got angry with him when
she said yes but actually meant (and
should have said) no.
This is a common relationship conflict
dynamic, and occurs when honesty in
a relationship has become a trade-off to

conflict avoidance. It’s unsustainable, and
ultimately futile. Better to tell the truth,
and let the natural consequences of the
truth play out.
2. Emotional baggage
No-one escapes life without accumulating
some emotional ‘bruising’, whereby
circumstances or events have left a ‘triggerpoint’ of some description upon the soul of
the bearer.
This means that a firm ‘No’ can be
nominated as someone ‘being difficult’,
or a raised voice is labelled ‘you’re being
abusive’, or setting boundaries around
money, time, or resources is attacked as
‘being controlling’.
Catastrophising everything, just because
you have lost any and all perspective of
what is and what is not appropriate in
a relationship conflict, is not the way to
harmony. Your feelings are YOUR feelings,
and no-one is MAKING you feel anything.
3. Perception
How favourably do you view your
partner? Do you perceive that they have

your back, that they will defend the best
interests of the relationship, that they
would stand up for you?
Or do you see your partner through eyes
of mistrust, bitterness, despair, or doubt?
Is this perception correct?
Is there perception of you likewise?
When was the last time you had this
conversation as a couple? Might now be a
good time to do so?
Let’s make 2020 the year that couples
work to keep a clean slate in their
relationships with each other.
Steve Taylor is the Director of
Relationship Matters Ltd. He holds
two applied Bachelor’s degrees
(Counselling & Addiction) and a
P.G. Dip. in Applied Social Practice.
Steve is married with two children
and lives in West Auckland.
His interests and passions include
political discourse, philosophy, media commentary,
advocacy, and an absolute and fundamental rejection
of tokenist political correctness.
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Lions’ safari promises adventures
Well, call it a safari or a car rally – either
way you’re bound for a day of adventure
for the whole family when you join the
Lions on their 12th Annual Wild Westie
Fun Car Rally!
Since 2009 the Blockhouse BayLynfield Lions Club have opened up the
‘Wild West’ of Auckland to dozens of
families, couples, friends, car enthusiasts
and adventure-seekers, by taking them
down roads many have never driven, to
destinations of incomparable wild beauty
and historic significance, in an annual
event which never fails to become the
genesis of many a tall tale.
The Rally is a leisurely drive with a
competitive edge. No, not a race, but the
cryptic itinerary quiz will surely test the
navigational skills of your support crew
and help participants spot and enjoy the
places passed along the way. And if you find
yourself going astray, don’t worry; the final
destination is inside your sealed envelope.

The BBQ will be fired up for lunch at
the mystery destination, with sausages and
onions supplied by the Lions to compliment
your BYO picnic and refreshments.
The winning entrants are chosen from
the most correct answers, with deductions
for kilometres gained or lost in travel.
Token prizes are awarded, and it’s all in
fun. And if you really want to get in the
spirit, come dressed as a Westie!
As always, the Rally is a fundraiser
to help the Blockhouse Bay-Green Bay
Community Patrol maintain its vigil in the
Bay areas to combat crime and vandalism.

When: Sunday 22nd March
Time: 9am log in
Duration: 2-3 hours, depending
on navigation
skills and driving conditions
Where: Departing venue
TBA upon registration
Cost: Adults $15, under 12 free
Register: Online at
www.bhbl-lions.org/car-rally
(Early registration is appreciated!
Closes Wed 18th March)

Happy contestants from previous years.

Kite Festival 2020
Kite festival 2020 was held recently for the
fourth time at Eastdale Reserve, Avondale.
It is celebrated in various parts of India
and known as Uttrayana or Makar
Sankranti. Uttarayan is the period when
Sun travels from South to North which is
also known as Makar Sankranti.
Although it mainly has a strong
following in the Indian community,
many other people also enjoyed the
festival which was open to the public.
Around 5,000 people were estimated to
have participated. There were food stalls,
cultural programs, face painting, drawing
competitions and rides for kids. It really
was a fun day out.
After the people had enjoyed kite
flying, there were some kites left on
the trees in the surrounding areas.
The organisers, Viashnav Parivar NZ
(VPNZ), received some complaints
about these kites. This was a problem last
year also, which was resolved by a cleanup in the week following the event. The
volunteers tidied the grounds the next
day and followed up by walking around

the streets checking no kites were left.
In addition, this year, VPNZ have
engaged professional arborists to
remove all kites from the trees to the
satisfaction of Auckland Council. Lost
kites were an issue last year with some
residents commenting on social media
that some kites have been blown into
the mangroves and that the strings don’t
break down.
There was also a safety issue when a
cyclist on Eastdale Road got “clotheslined”
by string which startled him!
VPNZ wants to assure Avondale
Community
and
residents
of
commitment to protect the environment.

Enrolling Now!
• Serving our community for 23 years
• 20 hours free
• Transition to school programme for
4 to 5-year-olds
• Full and half day places available
A: 76 Dundale Ave, Blockhouse Bay
T: 6266 284 (ext 3)
E: kindy@bbcc.org.nz
W: bbck.org.nz
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What’s happening
FEBRUARY
Fri 7th Lantern Festival Event 6.30pm Mt Roskill
Grammar School Hall. Enjoy the Chinese New Year
celebration with outstanding performances. Free
event but bring along cash for food and drinks (no
eftpos). For more info ph Ella Kumar 021-047764 or
Joseph Ngui 021-2676368.
Fri 7th Blues at Blockhouse Bay 6-9pm
Blockhouse Bay Beach Reserve. Midge Marsden
is back by popular demand and joining him are
the talented Kendall Elise and The Solomon Cole
Band. Midge Marsden is a legendary Kiwi rhythm
and blues performer whose musical beginnings
started in the 60s with The Breakaways. Midge
has toured locally and internationally and is a topnotch performer – don’t miss this show!
Born on the wrong side of the tracks in a town
called Papakura, Kendall Elise brings a magic
blues-country vibe that’s slow-burning or foot
stomping, with flawless vocal delivery and a hint
of darkness.
The ultimate blues-trance, rock ‘n’ roll crossover,
the music of Waiheke band The Solomon Cole Band
rides the knife-edge of desire and desolation. The
quartet dishes out roots-based songs that capture
the essence of traditional-meets-modern, all
wrapped up in vocal-driven malady.

Blues at the Bay.
Sat 8th Community Market 7am – 12noon at
BHB Community Centre. A monthly event held
second & last Saturdays of each month.
Tue 11th Western Districts Women’s Dinner Club
A group of ladies that meet monthly for dinner
(set menu) and a speaker/entertainer at Bricklane
Restaurant, New Lynn. Visitors are very welcome,
come and join us. Ph Anne 021 2933833 (or 627
1416) to book or for info.

Advertise your event here for
free! Email kerrie@bhb.nz
REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
Please check with the organisers for
details over holidays.

MONDAYS
Lantern Festival.
Thu 13th Puketapapa Community Forum
6:30-8pm at Wesley Community Centre, 740
Sandringham Road extension, Mt Roskill.
Sat 15th New Lynn Lions Monthly Book Sale
8.00 am to 4.00 pm at New Lynn Friendship
Club, 3063 Great North Road, New Lynn (down
the driveway). All books, DVDs, CDs, videos and
jigsaw puzzles just $1. Magazines 5 for $1. Drop
off books for donation Tuesdays & Thursdays
between 9 & 11am.
Sat 15th Fresh Finds Market 9am – 2pm at New
Lynn Community Centre.
Fri 21st Social Lacrosse 6:15pm-9pm Western
Districts Hockey Club - GATE 3, Avondale College.
Wildcats Lacrosse Clubs are introducing social
Lacrosse to the western community with TWO
specially tailored open days for absolute beginners
aged 13 and above. If you’re looking for your start
in a new and exciting sport, this is your chance!
Cost: FREE. learn more: www.sporty.co.nz/
wildcatslacrosseclub
Sat 22nd Dinner at French Bay hosted by
www.lovestreetfood.co.nz. Loving Summer – Street
Food by the Ocean. 5 – 9pm A stunning location for
some of the best street food in Auckland. Licenced
bar, live music, zero waste event.
Fri 28th Social Lacrosse 6:15pm-9pm Western
Districts Hockey Club - GATE 3, Avondale College.
See info above.
Sat 29th Community Market 7am – 12noon at BHB
Community Centre. A monthly event held second &
last Saturdays of each month.
Sat 29th Blockhouse Bay Village Market From
8.30am, along mainstreet on Blockhouse Bay Rd.
Contact Jodie Judd manager@blockhousebay.org or
ph 09 626 5081. Last Saturday of each month.

Social Partner Dancing with Move Dance
Co. No experience necessary and no partners
required. Blockhouse Bay Community Centre.
7pm Beginners, 8pm Intermediate, followed by
social hot chocolate at Bodrum Café, Brick Works.
Beginners’ concession available, casual $15.
Ph Hannah, 021 576 210

TUESDAYS
Armanasco House is one of the Bay’s early settler
houses, and is open 10am-2pm Tuesdays for
public interest and information.
Greater Auckland Chorus Love to sing? Learn
female a cappella and barbershop arrangements.
7.15pm, University of Auckland, Epsom Campus,
74 Epsom Avenue. Contact Nikola 021 067 5980
greateraucklandchorus@gmail.com
Bollyworx – Fun-filled exercise to bollywood
music Tuesdays at the Blockhouse Bay Seniors
Hall for 1 hour starting at 6:30 pm. Contact Baptist
on 021 815040.
Housie Tuesdays at the BHB Community Centre.
Sales from 6.30pm. Starts 7.30pm till 10.00pm.

WEDNESDAYS
Wriggle & Rhyme for 0-2-year olds Wednesdays
9.30 @ BHB Library. Songs, rhymes and gentle
exercise to music for babies and toddlers.
Mainly Music for 0-4 year olds. Wednesdays
9.30am @ BHB Baptist, 504 BHB Rd. Singing,
dancing, craft, morning tea. Ph Mary 828 9027.
Church Service with Communion Wednesdays
9.30am at Church of the Saviour, 2 Kinross St.
Best morning tea in the Bay.
Creative Colouring Class Wednesdays 9.30 - 12pm,
Green Bay Community House. $2 donation. Drop in
any time and bring your own materials. Enjoy a cup of
tea with us. For more info phone 827 3300.
500 Played Wednesdays 12.30 - 2.30pm at the
Blockhouse Bay Community Centre. Friendly
group, looking for more players. Contact Noel
Johnston on 627 8306.

Shalini Shandil M: 027 629 4410
Email: shalini@eclipseinsurance.co.nz
Website: eclipseinsurance.co.nz

Specialising in:
• Home loans • House & contents insurance • Refinancing
• Vehicle insurance • Debt consolidation • All other commercial insurance
Your local Insurance and Mortgage Advisers serving the local community for over 15 years.

Call us for a free no obligation review

LIBRARY LINE-UP
REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
THURSDAYS
Activity Corner Thursdays from 9.30am (for morning
tea) at the Senior Citizens Hall 524 Bhb Rd. $1
Preschool Storytime Thursdays 10.30 @
BHB Library. Free and fun, learning literacy
development through stories and songs.
Community Singers, Blockhouse Bay practice
Thursdays from 12.30-2.30pm at Blockhouse
Bay Community Centre, and sing at rest homes
monthly. Contact Dawn Carseldine on phone
817 2405 or ruth52@outlook.co.nz
Knitting Circle Thursdays 1-3pm at the
Blockhouse Bay Library. BYO knitting needles
and wool, and join others in these casual knitting
group sessions for all levels. Experienced knitters
available to help.

FRIDAYS
Food Pantry open Fridays 1-3pm at BHB Baptist
Church.

SATURDAYS
Bollyworx Fun-filled exercise to bollywood music.
Saturdays at New Lynn Community Centre for 1
hour starting at 9am. Contact Baptist on
021 815040.
Fresh Finds Market 2nd Saturday of the month,
9am – 2pm at New Lynn Community Centre.
Fresh Finds Market is not just a produce market,
the main hall will be full of crafters, organic
natural homemade products, entertainment,
community fundraisers AND foodies are really the
stars of the show!
Free Dinner 2nd Saturday of the month,
5pm – 7pm, at Iona Presbyterian Church hall,
38 Donovan St BHB. All welcome. For more info
phone 09 627 9845.

SUNDAY CHURCH SERVICES
Blockhouse Bay Baptist, 504 Blockhouse Bay
Rd. Ph 626 6980.
Sundays 10am Worship and teaching for all ages,
6.30pm Worship, teaching and coffee
Blockhouse Bay Community Church,
76 Dundale Ave, Blockhouse Bay. Ph 626 6284.
Email info@bbcc.org.nz www.bbcc.org.nz
Sundays, 10.30 am service.
Church of the Saviour, 2 Heaphy St. Ph 627 8779
Sundays, 9am - Communion service. 11am - Café
Style church. 1.30pm - Mandarin service. 4pm
- Interdenominational Service. 7pm - Intimate
acoustic worship.
Iona Presbyterian Church, 38 Donovan Street,
Ph. 627 9845 Sundays, 10am service
Lynfield Community Church, 35 The Avenue,
Lynfield. Ph 626 4141. Sundays, 9:30am service.
St Dominic’s Catholic Church, 34 Bolton St,
ph 626 6207 Weekend Masses: Saturday vigil
6:00pm; Sunday 9:30am
Weekday Masses: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
9:15am; Wednesday 7:00pm.

We’ve had an amazing time with our
summer reading programme Kia Māia te
Whai Dare to Explore. Over 370 children
joined us at Blockhouse Bay Library – one
of the highest in Auckland. We have really
enjoyed getting to know the children and
hearing about all the innovative ways
their challenges were completed.
Our preschool events start again with
Wriggle & Rhyme (songs, rhymes and
gentle movement to help grow babies’ brains
and strengthen bodies for under 2s) on
Wednesday 5 February, 9.30 am. Storytime
(songs, stories and rhymes for 2+ years)
starts on Thursday 13 February, 10.30 am.
Blockhouse Bay Library will be turning
25 years old on Monday 24 February!
Come and view our timeline of the
last 25 years. There will be 25 different
Makerspace activities to celebrate our
25th anniversary. We will be celebrating
in other ways as well – please ask us for
more details.
Sun 2nd 1-2 pm Chinese Calligraphy
Class. For adults and teens aged 13+.
Learn Chinese calligraphy with Qinghua
Luo. Choose your favourite piece of
calligraphy and we will laminate it for
you to take home. Spaces are limited and
bookings are required.
Wed 5th 3.15-4.15 pm Learn how to
make a handkerchief rat to celebrate the
Lunar New Year. For children aged 5-12.
Parents need to stay and help their children.
Spaces are limited and bookings are required.
Tues 11th 3.30-4.30 pm Cats and
Cars. A sewing workshop for children
aged 5+. Come and make a cat or a car
out of fabric and learn how to use our
sewing machine. Parents need to stay and
help their children. Spaces are limited and
bookings are required.
Thur 13th
2-3 pm Hearts and
Hammers. A sewing workshop for adults.
Come and make a heart or hammer for
Valentine’s Day out of fabric and learn
how to use our sewing machine. Spaces
are limited and bookings are required.
Sat 29th Feb & Sun 1st Mar Come
and make a badge to celebrate the library’s
25th anniversary, during opening hours.
For people of all ages.
Blockhouse Bay Library is open 7 days.
For bookings email blockhousebaylibrary@
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
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February

Recommended Reading:
Celebrate Waitangi Day while enjoying
these books:
Waitangi Day, the New Zealand
Story: What it is and Why it Matters
by Philippa Werry has lots of historic
photographs as well as interesting facts.
William’s Waitangi Day by David Ling
introduces William to all the different
ways we acknowledge Waitangi Day.
Mission Girl: The Writings of Atapo,
Paihia, c.1840 by Fleur Beale is a story
about Atapo, a young girl who witnesses
the signing of the Treaty.
The Treaty of Waitangi by Toby Morris
with Ross Calman and Mark Derby
is a graphic novel in both English and
Maori that has been reviewed by some of
Aotearoa’s foremost Te Tiriti o Waitangi
experts to reflect current scholarship
about the Treaty.
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Clubs and Organisations
Connecting People
and Place

Become confident and
speak freely

EcoMatters Environment Trust supports
the community with the knowledge and tools
to restore nature, reduce waste, ride and fix
bikes, and live more sustainably. We have a
wide range of regular, hands-on environmental
volunteer sessions to suit all interests, right
across West Auckland and beyond.
For direct connection with nature, there
are weekly planting, community nursery
and organic gardening sessions where both
regular and one-off volunteers are welcome.
Our resource recovery depot is
looking for people to assist with its waste
minimisation projects, all with the goal of
reusing and recycling items, rather than
sending them to landfill.
For those who are more mechanically
minded, we now have three community
Bike Hubs across Auckland, in New Lynn,
Henderson and Glen Innes. Volunteers
here help restore bikes and teach visitors
basic bike maintenance skills.
To find out more visit www.ecomatters.
org.nz/volunteer

POWERtalk
Waitakere
invites
membership from anyone who is
interested in receiving coaching in
effective speaking and communication
skills, whether needing to address a group,
or to speak in a one-on-one situation.
Our meetings provide a supportive and
friendly environment in which you can
practice giving speeches while receiving
constructive feedback and valuable advice
from some of the best speakers in the country.
Make 2020 the year you do something
great for yourself. Joining a POWERtalk
club is the best way for you to learn how
to become confident and to overcome
fears of speaking in front of others.
Don’t be shy! No matter what your age,
gender or nationality, we welcome you to
visit us at our meetings on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays each month. 7.30pm, New
Lynn Community Centre, 45 Totara Ave.
All
enquiries
to
Sheridan:
ph (09)8287999 or 0272 828799.

Dr Nitin Raniga Orthodontist
BDS (Otago), DclinDent (Otago),
MOrth RSCEd, MRACDS (Orth)

6 Exminster Street, Blockhouse Bay
Ph: 09 627 3555

nitin@aucklandortho.co.nz
www.aucklandortho.co.nz

Lions: “We Serve”
Guided by the motto “We Serve”, Lions
are a group of people who together help
make local and global communities a
better place.
Since 1977 Blockhouse Bay Lynfield
Lions Club has been a local chapter of
Lions Clubs International which has
delivered 103 years of service and has
47,000 clubs in 200+ countries.
In their 42 years the club has delivered
countless valued community projects such as
child mobility clinics and diabetes awareness
and screening, supported youth projects and
leadership, and sponsored the Community
Patrol with proceeds from car rallies.
Members enjoy satisfaction and
happiness from making a difference in the
world with ‘action not words’, and enjoy
camaraderie, fun and networking as part
of an international family.
Further information about our Lions
Club and Lions Club International
can be found at www.bhbl-lions.org/
membership as well as details about how
to become a member and experience
these benefits for yourself.

Playcentre: it’s your village
At Playcentre, you’re involved with
your child’s learning; playing with them
and alongside them. Encourage your
children to interact with others while you
meet other parents and educators. Build
life-long friendships and become part of
a fun, vibrant village where community
and a sense of belonging is at the heart of
everything we do.
Catering to families with children aged
0-6 years, Playcentre focuses on child-led
learning, with a variety of play experiences
such as building, baking, painting, dressing
up, singing and sand and water play.
Each Playcentre in New Zealand
is cooperatively managed by parents,
keeping fees very low. Parents are also
can access free Playcentre courses to help
support their child’s learning.
There’s a Playcentre near you:
Blockhouse Bay, New Windsor, Mt
Albert, Hillsborough, Titirangi, Glen
Eden - visit www.playcentre.org.nz to
learn more. You’re welcome to visit to
see if Playcentres are right for you.

www.bhb.nz | February 2020 • 11

Clubs and Organisations
Girl Guiding: Growing
Great Girls
Central West Guiding covers Green
Bay, Blockhouse Bay, Avondale, New
Windsor, Lynfield, Hillsborough and Mt
Roskill. We have grown so much that we
are opening a brand-new guide unit and
we now have room for girls of all ages and
stages to join. We have room for Pippins
(aged 5-6), Brownies (aged 7-8), Guides
(aged 9-12) and Rangers (aged 12-17).
Our weekly meetings include a range
of activities designed to challenge, inspire
and empower our young women of today
and our current and future leaders. The
girls get to experience many engaging
and fun activities, from camping and
orienteering, to building robots, planting
trees and scavenger hunts, that help them
to grow and develop their innate potential.
To find out more about what our Guides
get up to, go to www.girlguidingnz.org.
nz/what-girls-actually-do-in-girlguiding

If you’d like to get involved with us
please email lccentralwest@gmail.com
and we can help you get started.

Friendship, enthusiasm
and service
The Inner Wheel Club of Mt Roskill
is a small group of enthusiastic ladies
known for their friendliness and service to
others and is part of the NZ-wide and the
International Inner Wheel organization,
one of the largest women’s service
voluntary organisations in the world.
Personal service is a top priority and
members enjoy working together to find
many ways to carry out projects in their
local community.
Fun and friendship are important to
our club and members come from all over
Auckland to our meetings held at Selwyn
Heights Village, 42 Herd Road, Royal Oak on
the 4th Thursday of each month at 7.30pm.
Enthusiastic ladies wishing to join
us can be assured of a very warm
welcome. Contact: Ph 636-3556 Email:
iwmtroskillpresident@gmail.com
www.iwmtroskill.weebly.com.

SHOP LOCAL - EAT LOCAL - SPEND LOCAL - ENJOY LOCAL - IT’S YOUR COMMUNITY

SHOP
LOCAL

SUPPORT NEW LYNN BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION MEMBERS
NLBA
EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
Sitendra Singh

Beryl Juretich

CHAIRPERSON

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON

McDonalds

021 757 288

Covers Hire

Dale Mays

Nicola Donald

TREASURER

COMMITTEE MEMBER

New Lynn RSA

827 3411

Alex Watson

Frances Liang

COMMITTEE MEMBER

COMMITTEE MEMBER

The Wardroom

Lexon Financial Planning

827 6528

827 1060

ANZ Bank

Karel Wöhlnick

Theia Creative Studio
COMMITTEE MEMBER

PO BOX 15456, New Lynn, Auckland 0640
email newlynnbid@gmail.com
www.newlynnbusinessassociation.net.nz

Amelda Tasila

Tracy Mulholland

021 264 3188

021 287 2296

CONTRACT MANAGER

CONTRACT ADVISOR

WANT TO KNOW MORE
facebook.com/
newlynnbusinessassociation
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SCOUTS: It’s not just knots

The fastest game on two feet

Scouting is not just about knots, woggles
and big shorts, and it’s not just for boys
either! There are approximately 16,000
young people in Scouting in New Zealand,
spread across five age-related sections: Keas,
Cubs, Scouts, Venturers and Rovers. Each
section has its own balanced programme of
activities, badges and awards.
A time-honoured organisation run
by passionate, committed leaders and
parents for kids aged 5 – 19, Scouts is a
wholesome, tried-and-true outlet for your
kids’ creative energy, in a safe, supervised,
yet challenging environment.
We are fortunate to have several excellent
local Scout troops – each with a slightly
different ‘flavour’, with both land- and seabased to choose from. There is definitely
one that will feel just right for your family.
New Lynn Sea Scouts
Contact Andrew 027 693 9756
newlynn.seascouts.org.nz
Iona
Scouts
(Blockhouse
Bay)
Contact Colin 021 208 1103
www.ionascouts.webs.com
Western Bays Sea Scouts (Lynfield)
Contact
Suzanne
09-627-3018
wbssgroup@gmail.com

The Wildcats Lacrosse Club is a small
club in West Auckland offering lacrosse
for men and women of all ages and
abilities.
One of the fastest-growing sports in
the world, and growing rapidly here
in Aotearoa, our goals as a club are to
champion the growth of the game in West
Auckland, and also to break down all
financial and social barriers that potentially
prevent young people from playing.
We run mixed gender social lacrosse
open days and tournaments at Western
Districts Hockey Club based at
Avondale College, as well as providing
all the necessary safety gear and training
opportunities for people of all abilities.
We also have Development and Premier
teams for both men and women, coached
by experienced former and current NZ
Representative players and coaches.
Learn more about lacrosse, our
events, and how you can get involved
on our website - www.sporty.co.nz/
wildcatslacrosseclub

Come dine with us!
The Western Districts Womens Dinner
Club was started in 1974 by a lady who
saw the need for women to be able to have
an evening out and meet other women. Of
course, since 1974 times have changed but
some of our current members remember
this being a highlight of their month.
These days we have ladies attending
from all walks of life, retired through to
those in full time work.
We meet on the second Tuesday of each
month for a set menu dinner at Bricklane
Restaurant, followed by a speaker.
Subjects range from archaeology in Egypt
to local lawyers; beekeeping to climbing
mountains in Nepal, with an entertainer
for our anniversary and Christmas.
Ladies, come and join us one evening,
to ‘try us out’ and see if this is a group you
would like to belong to.
For more information contact Anne
021 2933833 or Maureen 021 0318856

The Great outdoors
The West Auckland District Tramping
Club is a community of around 70 men
and women of diverse backgrounds and
ages who enjoy the natural environment
of the great outdoors.
Tramps are scheduled for most
weekends, alternating between Saturday
and Sunday and the occasional weekend
away. The walks vary in difficultly from
easy to challenging.
Guest speakers entertain us at our
monthly club meetings, and we enjoy
social events such as themed potluck
dinners, movies/theatre nights, bowling
and night trots, about every 6 weeks.
Joining WADTC is not just about
tramping – it’s an opportunity to build
fitness, make new friends and experience
the great outdoors in areas you may never
otherwise visit.
Newbies are always welcome - phone
the tramp leader first to find out what to
expect and what to bring. The club usually
carpools from Glen Eden.
Details of upcoming trips can
be found on the club’s website
www.westaucklandtrampingclub.co.nz.

Tennis: what’s not to love?
Tennis is a great sport for maintaining
health, fitness, strength and agility. It also
has good social and psychological benefits
and the whole family can play.
Lynfield Tennis Club is opposite
Countdown on The Avenue, and offers six
floodlit courts, modern club rooms, volley
board, plenty of car parking and a fully
licensed bar. We cater for all standards of
play, from beginners to advanced, with social
play, club championships and interclub.
Our experienced club coach provides
quality coaching for junior players and
beginners, and is also available to help

senior players improve their game and gain
confidence. We also have a strong midweek
tennis section running on Wednesday
mornings. Social play with opportunities
to play in tournaments if you’d like.
We’d love to see you at our club why not come and have a go? Go to
www.lynfieldtennis.co.nz to find out more.
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M U R R AY H A L B E R G R E T I R E M E N T V I L L A G E

Serviced apartments
available now!
Priced from $350,000, choose an apartment with views out across
the Manukau Harbour or of the village bowling green.

Serviced apartments are located in the heart of the
village, with easy access to lounges, dining, and other
amenities. Maintain your independence with your own
kitchenette, separate bedroom and ensuite.
As well as help with daily living, such as housekeeping,
enjoy a Delicious home-cooked main meal in the dining
room, and morning and afternoon tea. More services
are available, such as having breakfast delivered to
your room – it just depends on what you need.
There is also a range of activities and events on oﬀer
as well as regular outings in the village van to the shops
and further aﬁeld.

For more information phone
Taryn or Lucy on 627 2727
11 Commodore Drive, Lynﬁeld
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Back in the Day

Early Chinese Settlers
in New Zealand
Some of the earliest Chinese who arrived
in New Zealand in 1865 came from the
gold mines in Victoria at the invitation
of the Otago Chamber of Commerce.
They were to rework the central Otago
claims abandoned by gold miners who
had headed to the new goldrush on the
West Coast.
Thousands followed. The following year
the Chinese population was recorded as
1219, peaking at 4,700 in 1872 after some
2,000 more came directly from China.
These were not the first, however. Appo
Hockton (Wong Ah Poo Hoc Ting) is
recorded as the first Chinese immigrant
to New Zealand, having jumped ship in
Nelson in 1842 – apparently because the
captain refused to supply soap with which
to wash clothes. On 3 January 1853 Appo
became the first naturalised Chinese New
Zealander.
Additionally, James Williams, “a native
of the Celestial Empire” as described by
the Southern Cross, and a “Chinaman” by
the New Zealander, was living in Chancery
Street in Auckland in 1862. And in
Wellington, John Ah Tong, born c.1838
in Canton, on 15 May 1866 became the
second Chinese person to be naturalised
in New Zealand, after Appo Hockton. By
that stage Ah Tong was already established
as a businessman (cabinetmaking and
upholstery) in Willis Street and his son
was born in 1865 to his wife, Caroline
Tolhurst.
The majority of Chinese immigrants
came from a cluster of counties in the Pearl
River Delta region in Guangdong province
in southern China, near the capital
Guangzhou - also known as Canton - and
spoke Cantonese.
Village life revolved around a farming
or peasant culture. Some villages were
surrounded by rice paddies which grew
all year round, producing usually 2-3
crops each year. Land that wasn’t planted
with rice might grow sugar cane, peanuts,

market gardening, hawked vegetables and
in later years opened small businesses such
as fruit shops or laundries.

Facing prejudice in New Zealand

Chinese Gardener Auckland c1901. (Auckland
Libraries Heritage Collections AWNS-19010905-2-2)

a Chinese version of kumara, bananas,
lychees and water chestnuts.
The villagers were tenant farmers who
rented land from the local land-owner,
working seven days a week from sun up to
sun down. They were so poor they couldn’t
afford rice or meat, but had to eat tarolike vegetables and Chinese kumara. They
might have pork once a year, and if they
were lucky, a fish from the nearby stream.
Forced abroad by poverty and
overpopulation, men from Guangdong
sought their fortunes in the goldrushes of
California (known as Gum Shan or Gold
Mountain), Canada, Australia and New
Zealand (collectively known as Sun Gum
Shan or New Gold Mountain). They were
sent by their village or family to work in New
Zealand and to send money back home.
The money to send them was borrowed
with interest, and often the accruing interest
was greater than the men could send, and
the debt just kept increasing.
Some did well in the gold fields, but the
majority didn’t find wealth, and as the gold
ran out, rather than ‘lose face’ returning
with nothing, many rented land from
Māori and European settlers, and took up

The Chinese looked different, dressed
differently, ate different food, spoke a
different language and had a different
religion from most other immigrant New
Zealanders of that time.
The decade-long economic depression,
which started in 1879, made many
Europeans fear that Chinese workers were
taking their jobs. Anti-Chinese sentiment
became wide-spread, and in 1881 a poll
tax was introduced, forcing every Chinese
person entering New Zealand to pay
£10. Additionally, ships arriving in New
Zealand could only land one Chinese
passenger per 10 tons of cargo. The
Chinese population peaked at 5,004 that
year and then began to decline. In 1888
the cargo restrictions increased to one
Chinese per 100 tons of cargo.
Racist opinions were widely expressed,
even in parliament. In 1895 Mr Rigg said
in the House: “And these are the persons we
admit among us for a poll tax of £10 whilst
a highly bred Berkshire pig has to go into
quarantine for six months.” The following
year Prime Minister Richard Seddon’s
government raised the poll tax to £100
and restricted entry to one Chinese per
200 tons of cargo.
The severe restrictions for entry into
New Zealand meant that the Chinese
population was largely a male society,
though dozens of intermarriages are
recorded with both Maori and Pakeha. The
men regarded themselves as ‘sojourners’
rather than citizens, sending money home
to support their family. Always their goal
was to make money and eventually return
home for good. Those who could afford it
returned to China periodically, and later
brought their China-born sons to join
them in New Zealand. A small fortunate
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number were able to bring their wives
and children to join them. In 1886 the
population of Chinese males was 4,527,
while Chinese females was just 15.
“Aliens” were able to become naturalised
New Zealanders, and in 1882 the fee for
this was reduced from £1 to 2s 6d – except
for the Chinese who still had to pay £1.
In 1892 the fee was abolished – except
for the Chinese who now had to pay £1,
2s 6d, or 22 shillings. By 1908 Chinese
could no longer become naturalised, and
nor could their NZ-born children.
It was against this backdrop of hardship,
anti-Chinese sentiment and restrictions
that Chinese lived and worked in New
Zealand. They were spread throughout
New Zealand in occupations such as
labourers, launderers and shopkeepers,
and a large number became market
gardeners. With growing vegetables a
necessity in their home villages, they
excelled at it, adapting their methods to
New Zealand soils and conditions.

Chan Ah Chee
One of the prominent and influential
Chinese personalities in early Auckland,
was Chan Ah Chee.
Born Chan Dar-Chee in Mook-NgouDeng village in Canton, China around
1851, he arrived in Auckland 1877 with
his two brothers. Their father supported
their journey to Australia - a common
route at that time being via America and
New Zealand. However, they were so
seasick on the journey that they decided
to stay in Auckland.
Ah Chee quickly became established as
a gardener, possibly working as a vegetable
hawker for Thomas Ah Quoi in the early
years, eventually leasing his own land and
becoming a market gardener in his own
right. He established his garden Kong
Foong Yuen, or “Garden of Prosperity” on
7 ¼ acres in lower Parnell on land which
eventually became Carlaw Park.
A successful businessman, Ah Chee was
naturalised in 1882. His wife-to-be, Miss
Joong Chew-Lee, also known as Rain See
arrived in Auckland in December 1885.
Chinese women were rare in New Zealand,
and their wedding in January 1886 was the
first Chinese wedding in Auckland. The

Ah Chee family c.1911: (centre) Mr & Mrs Ah Chee senior, (left) Mr Clement Ah Chee, his wife and daughter Alice,
and (right) William Ah Chee, his wife and child. Others unknown. (Alice Ah Chee, David Wong Hop collection)

occasion was attended by many Chinese
and European friends, and was noted in
the newspapers of the day.
Mrs Ah Chee was educated; she could
read, write and speak English well, and in
later years was a Christian. She also acted
as a hostess to consolidate his position in
the community, including hosting the
governor’s wife, Lady Glasgow and her
daughters. She was a credit to Ah Chee,
overseeing many aspects of his business.
Mr Ah Chee was well received by the
Auckland business and social communities
and he supported clansmen and the small
Chinese community in Auckland.
Their four sons, George, William,
Clement and Arthur were born in Parnell
and educated in Auckland. Between 1906
and 1908 William and Clement travelled
to Canton to marry. They returned with
their wives to Auckland and were widely
accepted by the European and Chinese
communities. William enjoyed boxing,
and in the 1920s he and Clement enjoyed
car racing at Muriwai Beach.
William’s wife and their five children
returned to live in Canton. In January
1929 they were in Sydney returning to
Auckland when William died in Auckland
of pleurisy at the age of 39. The funeral
was delayed until their arrival, and
was one of the largest funerals seen in
Auckland. In 1931 the family left again
for Canton, staying until late 1939 when
they all returned to Auckland.

Mrs Clement Ah Chee’s three children,
Alice, Roxford and Bruce were born
in Auckland, but she died in the 1918
influenza epidemic. Around 1922
Clement travelled to Canton, married
again and returned to Auckland. Their
two children, Betty and Thomas’s early
years were in Auckland.
By the early 1920s Mr and Mrs Chan
Ah Chee retired to live in Canton,
accompanied by their grandchildren
Roxford and Bruce. He had purchased
land in Canton and built a large villa
for himself and his sons. William and
Clement were left in Auckland to manage
the Ah Chee & Co business in Auckland.
Mr Ah Chee died in March 1931 in
Hong Kong. Not long after, Clement was
in Canton to support his mother, but she
died in July.
In the 1950’s Clement’s health declined.
Thomas continued the family business
and Betty and Ken opened a small grocery
next door; together they experimented in
fruit shop and grocery retailing. In 1958
Thomas (known as Tommy Ah Chee) cofounded Australasia’s first supermarket in
Otahuhu -Foodtown (now Countdown),
and soon after Betty, Ken and two friends
opened the Great Eastern Supermarket in
Panmure.
Ah Chee & Co had become very
successful by the mid-1880s and employed
many Chinese in its market gardens
around Auckland, supplying its flagship
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Chan Ah Chee’s house in Dong Shan, Guangdong. Ah Chee and other family
members are standing on the front porch with the family car in foreground,
c1920s. (Alice Ah Chee, David Wong Hop collection)

fruit shops in Queen Street and later
Newmarket, and was a large supplier of
fresh vegetables to the Auckland market.
The company also had a restaurant,
boarding house, Chinese grocery store,
scrap metal and marine supplies.
Ah Chee’s nephew Chan Ying-Kew
(known as Sai Louie) arrived in the mid1890s to help his uncle in the rapidly
expanding business. From the early 1900s
Ah Chee & Co imported bananas, oranges,
ginger and other tropical fruit for the
Auckland market. It processed the ginger
and exported this and fungus to China.
In the mid-1910s Sai Louie, after visiting
Fiji to inspect bananas to import for Ah
Chee & Co, was so impressed by local Kuo
Min Tang branch supportive activities with
the Chinese in Suva, Sai Louie, with Ah
Chee’s support, established the Auckland
branch. This coincided with Chinese in
Hamilton, Christchurch, Dunedin and
Wellington opening branches there.

The Market Gardeners of Avondale
In the 1880s the Avondale peninsular,
known as the Avondale Flat, became
established as a market gardening area.
The soil was light and free draining but
not very fertile, so had to be built up
with horse manure. prominent European
gardeners Ernest and Alfred Copsey
commenced growing there in the 1880s
and continued until the 1950s.

Chan Ah Chee surrounded by his grandchildren and his nephew Sai Louie’s
children. (Alice Ah Chee, David Wong Hop collection)

Many Chinese market gardeners also
made their livings in the Avondale area.
These are some of their stories:
Chan Ah Chee
In 1905 Chan Ah Chee purchased 26
acres from the Wymer family. The property
was on the corner of Rosebank and Victoria
Roads (now Victor St) and was the largest
Chinese garden in Avondale. It continued
to be worked by various members of the
Ah Chee family, including the Ah Joongs,
until the beginning of WWII when a
US Navy hospital was established there.
Later Avondale College and Avondale
Intermediate School were built on the site.
In 1917 sons William and Clement, who
were by now running the family business,
purchased 10 more acres on Eastdale Road.
The death of William Ah Chee in 1929 also
saw the demise of the company. The Rosebank
Road property was sold to Rowley & Co and
Turners & Growers. The Great Depression
saw the collapse of many companies. Ah Chee
& Co was just one of them.
Ah Lim
Also known as Lim Pee or Lam Pei hailed
from Ah Woo, Poon Yue. Around 1906 he
leased a large garden from Peter Robertson,
who lived halfway down Rosebank Road.
The farm was north facing, and sloped
gently to the Whau River.
In 1912 Ah Lim was 42 and had been in
New Zealand for 17 years. He also was one

of the very few Chinese who had a wife. Li
Ho Pee was the only woman in listed in
Avondale in the Register of Aliens 1917. She
had been in New Zealand for five years and
was 26 years old.
When Ah Lim died in 1925, at 36 Li Ho
Pee was still very attractive and very much
sought after. A man named Ah For won
her hand, but not before he was set upon
by jealous suiters who chased him down
Rosebank Road, hitting him with a hoe
and a large knife. The two attackers were
fined for their troubles.
Charlie Lawgun
Charlie Lawgun (Ng Law Gun) was
born in Tien Sum, Jung Seng, in 1916. He
arrived in New Zealand with his mother
in 1920 and was reunited with his father,
Ng Yee Ching. Three more children were
added to the family, and in the early 1930s
they returned to China so the children
could be educated there. Charlie returned
in 1936, his brother Ken in 1937, and the
rest of the family followed in 1939.
Charlie and his wife Lowe Yuk King had
six children. In 1949 Charlie purchased
a three-acre market garden with four
glasshouses, in Avondale Road. The whole
family helped with the glasshouse tomatoes
and outdoor crops such as lettuces, beans,
peas and cucumbers. He also had feijoa
trees. The whole family helped with tasks
such as packing tomatoes, weeding and
picking feijoas, and Lowe Yuk King would
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drive the tractor to help with ploughing.
The family lived above their fruit and
vege shop in Dominion Road, Mt Roskill.
A cousin, Ernest Ching, was employed
to work in the glasshouses and grow
vegetables, and lived in the house on the
Avondale property.
Charlie died in 2008 having sold the
garden and glasshouses in 1953. The
remainder of his working life he spent as
a fruiterer.

The Market Gardeners of
Blockhouse Bay
Joe and George Ah Chan
Chan Hock Joe, known as Joe Ah Chan,
was born in Har Gee, Jung Seng county,
in 1882, the son of Chan Yook Ngan, the
principal of the local school, and his wife,
Ng Chu Hwa. He married Yip Kue Sum
and arrived in Wellington around 1905
where he was a fruit and vegetable hawker
before returning to China in 1916 to help
his wife learn English.
He returned to New Zealand the
following year and opened a store in
Matamata. Joe’s wife joined him in 1920
and they started a market garden in
Thames in 1923, growing both indoor and
outdoor tomatoes. At that time tomatoes
were largely imported from the Pacific
Islands and Joe was among the first to grow
them commercially in New Zealand.
Joe began growing grapes in 1925
on four acres he leased at Totara, and

established Gold Leaf Vineyards,
producing his first batch of wine in 1929.
He was reputedly the first Chinese in the
Southern Hemisphere to do so.
A founding member of the Chinese
Nationalist Party, the Kuo Min Tang, Joe
was president of its Waikato branch, and
fiercely patriotic. Like many Chinese in
New Zealand, his dream was to make
his money and return home to China.
He intended returning home after the
war, and had in fact bought a property
in Canton (Guangzhou) in preparation.
However, the situation in China had
worsened with the Communist takeover
and the family moved to Blockhouse
Bay instead where they bought a fiveacre property with six glasshouses. Joe
died in 1959 and his wife Kue Sum died
in 1967.
Joe’s son George Ah Chan married
Annie Ng, who was born in New Zealand.
Along with her brothers Annie was
educated in China and returned with her
mother to New Zealand in 1939.
George and Annie worked in the
market garden in Blockhouse Bay. They

had five hothouses in Boundary Road and
had Dutch and Maori employees who
came on bikes looking for work. It was
a country road in those days, and even
White Swan Road had no houses.
Annie recalls: “I drove, because there were
no buses in those days. George taught me
but he was more scared than me. He said
“you had better give up. You’re not born
to drive.” At the time Leighton’s Driving
School advertised every 15 minutes on
the radio. I had eight lessons with them
as I had no confidence. I drove to Queen
Street and K Road in the 4pm traffic and
to Newmarket. I got my licence, before
returning home to pick the tomatoes.”
She also recalls filling and driving the
two-ton truck to get the tomatoes to
market after her husband was in bed sick.
George was also president of the Mt
Roskill Athletics Club. George’s parents
continued to live on the Blockhouse Bay
site, while George and Annie purchased a
small cottage elsewhere.
The land with the glasshouses was later
sold to build Lynfield College.
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