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Community is where you are

by John Subritzky

As this issue of Beacon Community
News is in its final stages of preparation
for print, we are on the road, and it
feels like we are a million miles from
Auckland. Sometimes we need a reason
to get off the couch, out of our comfort
zone and into rural NZ. We are travelling
with a group of 35 people for two weeks
around the East Cape area and the
Ureweras, covering 2,000kms between
Tauranga and Napier.
We are in a convoy of 20 heritage military
vehicles, driving our ex-army 1940 Dodge
4x4 pickup. The timing is unfortunate
with the country focussed on that
other convoy – no, we are not going to
Wellington! Our convoy is organised
along army lines with an advance unit,
HQ, march units and recovery unit
bringing up the rear.
Everything is co-ordinated over radio,
so that full communication is achieved
while on the move. Instructions are
given, points of interest commented on,
alerts to let following traffic past, and
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Convoy assembled at Te Mata Peak. Photo supplied.

general banter all happens over the radio
making this a truly mobile community.
Each evening we stay together at a
campsite, so bonds are strengthened.
There are ups and downs with any group
of people, and how well it goes depends
on how much goodwill and grace is
extended to others, especially after a
few tiring days!
As we plod along at an average of 65kph
(a lot less on hills), there is ample time to
look out the window at the countryside
passing by and contemplate life that
seems estranged from the government
bubble in Wellington. Housing poverty is
very evident in the backblocks. Horses
graze the roadsides. We have been on
roads that we have never seen before
and probably will never see again. We
have been around countless corners on
dusty, bumpy roads in some incredibly
beautiful areas.
There is some amazing history and
massive human endeavour over the
decades. Roads have been cut with
picks and shovels into rock faces that
have giddying drop-offs over the sides.
Railways span huge valleys on high steel
viaducts. Small hydro projects have
been generating electricity since the
1920s in some remote places.
From a military history perspective,
WWII saw a scramble to build defences
around harbours as small as the Wairoa

River mouth. The fear of invasion was
very real in 1942. When the soldiers came
home, they had to try to fit back into a
community that had no idea and little
empathy for what they had been through.
Farms have been wrestled out of the
bush by WWI returned soldiers ‘lucky’
enough to win a ballot. We stopped at a
remote farm airstrip that was home to a
Battle of Britain pilot, Flt Lt A.C. Deere.
We visited Easthill Arboretum that was
planted by WWI veteran, Donald Cook.
He is described as eccentric, but maybe
after the devastation of the Western Front
he dreamt of a peaceful forest of diverse
trees without the sound of gunfire.
Rural depopulation has been going
on for many years leading to loss of
community facilities. Reforestation
for timber or carbon farming could
bring these communities full circle to
complete depopulation in some areas. It
is depressing for those remaining to the
inevitable end.
Wherever we live, we are part of a
community. We have a part to play in
what the future of our community looks
like if we choose to participate and make
a positive contribution. That is why in
Beacon, we love to carry the stories of
people who are committed to making a
difference in our community.
What can you do today to contribute to
the well-being of someone else?
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Top in the World for English and Maths!
A focus on excellence and a lot of
hard work has seen two Avondale
College students top the world in their
Cambridge exams!
Justin Yang (Year 11) came first in the world
in the IGCSE English exam, with a raw
mark of 99%; and Seivin Kim topped the
world in the IGCSE Mathematics exam,
gaining 100% - while only in Year 10!
It’s an astonishing achievement, given
that students from 140 countries and
more than 4500 schools around the
world take the Cambridge International
qualification. Each year there are
over 700,000 subject entries for
Cambridge IGCSE exams alone. Factor
in the additional challenges posed by
Auckland’s extended lockdown last year,
and it becomes obvious that these are
two very remarkable students indeed.
Seivin, who was also named as Avondale
College’s Junior Dux for 2021, says she
had done a lot of revision of past papers
in the lead up to the two Mathematics
exams, and she came out of the exam
rooms feeling quietly confident.
“There weren’t any questions that I felt I
had definitely got wrong,” she says.
However, she was still surprised to
get the news that she had gained all
possible 200 marks, along with the Top
in the World result.
Justin also came out of his two English
exams feeling pleased with the way they
had gone, but certainly didn’t expect he
had done well enough to take out the
top position.
“It felt quite surreal when I heard the
news,” he says.

Justin puts his success
down to lots of hard
work
and
revision,
and says he has been
inspired by Aristotle’s
famous quotation about
excellence: “We are
what we repeatedly do.
Excellence, then, is not
an act, but a habit.”
It’s a habit that both
students look forward
to developing further in
their studies this year.

Record results in
Cambridge Exams

L-R: Elina Jahanbekam, Elvis Yung, Seivin Kim, Francis Wee, Cole Brown,
Umi van Dalen, Nate Evans, Justin Yang, Setareh Bazel

Congratulations to Avondale College’s
outstanding Cambridge students who
topped New Zealand - and the world - in
their 2021 exams!
Principal Lyndy Watkinson commented,
“Two students, simultaneously being
Top of the World across English and
Maths is extraordinary. Similarly for
nine of our students to be Top of New
Zealand across nine different subjects is
remarkable.
We are incredibly proud of the
achievement of our students in 2022.
Our endorsement rates for NCEA, and
the proportion of A* and A grades from
Cambridge are exceptional. In a year of
highly disrupted learning, our students
made the most of every minute in their
classrooms, and took their Distance
Learning at home seriously. The results
are a huge credit to the students, their
teachers, and to their families who
supported them at home.”

Outstanding Cambridge
Learner Awards 2021:
Seivin Kim – Top in the World in
Mathematics (IGCSE)
Justin Zhen Yang – Top in the World
in Literature in English (IGCSE)
Setareh Bazel – Top in New Zealand
in Psychology (A Level)
Umi Van Dalen – High Achievement
in Foreign Language French (IGCSE)
Elvis Yung – High Achievement in
Foreign Language Japanese (IGCSE)
Cole Brown – High Achievement in
Information Tech (AS)
Nate Evans – High Achievement in
Information Tech (A Level)
Francis Wee – High Achievement
in Law (AS)
Elina Jahanbekam – High
Achievement in Law (A Level)

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS OF
THE 2021 NLBA SUPERB BUSINESS AWARDS
Best Professional Services – Lifestyles Neuromuscular & Massage Therapy
Best Retail Business – New World New Lynn
Best Restaurant or Bar – Mae Nam Khong
Best Café or Eatery – The Wardroom Coffee & Kitchen
Public Choice Award – Kaysons
Supreme Award – Clay Fainga Polamalu
Office: 25 Veronica St, New Lynn, Auckland | Phone: 021 264 3188
PO Box 15456, New Lynn, Auckland 0640 | Email: newlynnbid@gmail.com
www.newlynnbusinessassociation.net.nz | facebook.com/newlynnbusinessassociation

NEW LYNN MEANS BUSINESS

SHOP LOCAL • EAT LOCAL • SPEND LOCAL • ENJOY LOCAL • IT’S YOUR COMMUNITY
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Ready to learn

Retaining and re-engaging Pasifika students as onsite learning resumes
While some locals eased their way
into the New Year, the Whau Pasifika
convinced three local Community Hubs
to run School Holiday programmes in
preparation for the start of school.
Over three weeks, nearly 200 tamariki/
tamaiiti aged 2 years to 17 years old
enjoyed a “School Ready Holiday
Programme’’ at Glenavon Community
Hub, Rosebank School Community
Hub & Eastdale Hub, and Kelston
Community Hub.
Whau Pasifika Coordinator Ina Patisolo
helped to devise the overall programme
and co-hosted the Rosebank/Eastdale
Programme alongside new Rosebank
Hub Coordinator Jess Beattie. Ina says,
“We were lucky to secure Ministry of
Education funding, ostensibly to retain
and re-engage Pasifika Students in a
learning environment.

Asora Amosa from Whau Pasifika Komiti blessing the programme. Photo: Supplied.

We know students haven’t had “normal”
school for two years and the dropout rate
has been devastating for some schools
so given the different needs all over the
Whau, we brought tamaiiti/tamariki and
their aiga/whānau together through
their local hubs. It was hugely successful
in getting these tamaiiti off devices,
learning and excited about school again.”

Glenavon Community Hub

Glenavon has undergone major housing
and green space redevelopments. At
the centre of community engagement
has been the Hub under newly recruited
Coordinator RJ Thomson and Community
Support Jacquie Wilson. Wilson says, “we
made the most of our pool and covered
court space to run three weeks of a
“Sports Play” Holiday programme. The
other hubs were a bit jealous, especially
with our pool in that January sun
.
We’ve had awesome feedback from
parents really appreciating the structure
and new friendships their kids found”.

☺

Rosebank & Eastdale Hub

Thanks to extra pūtea through the Local
Activation Fund the aim at Rosebank/
Eastdale was to deliver the “best holiday
programme EVA”.
Ina says, “We weren’t interested in
just entertaining our tamaiiti, but
extending them over that short time

Bike week with “Bike Avondale”. Photo: Supplied.

with innovation, new experiences and
teaching some life skills. We invited local
artists, upskilled some of our children
to refurbish ex-council laptops through
Zeal and West Tech. I’m also stoked that
we could pay something to the amazing
grandparents and rangatahi who made
up our crew. It was actually really hard
but rewarding work.”

Kelston Community Hub

Kelston’s
“Navigation
Program”
was successful in bringing parents,
caregivers and tamariki together. Their
two weeks included vision boarding,
creating mosaics and trips out to Kitekite
Falls and the beach. Programmers
Valeria Gascoigne and Sa’e Saena aim
to stay in touch with their participants
to follow up on each student’s goals set
during their programme.
At the time of writing, the Whau Pasifika

Komiti are in the next phase of support
with the distribution of School Ready
Packs which include some of the
laptops refurbished by 11yo participants
from the Rosebank/Eastdale workshop.
Ina says, “The tech refurb workshops
were my highlight example of how we
empower our children - give them a
seemingly impossible challenge, show
the value of “junk” in this disposable
world, use their smarts to analyse and
find solutions, but most importantly,
work at something and have fun!”.
Whau Pasifika thanks Funders and
Supporters: Ministry of Education,
Auckland Unlimited, Whau Local Board,
I Love Avondale, Bike Avondale, Whau
the People, Avondale Collaboration,
Rosebank School & Community Hub,
Kelston Community Hub and Glenavon
School & Community Hub.
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Kelston Navigation Programme trip to Kitekite Falls.

Kelston Navigation Program creating vision boards.

Glenavon Hub Sports Play Holiday Programme Day 3

Refurbishing laptops with Remojo Tech and Zeal_West Tech. Photo: Supplied.

FOWS to clean up the beach at Lynfield Cove
Seaweek – 12 March 2022

Seaweek is happening again this year at Lynfield Cove on
12 March from 9.30am. This will make the third year that
Friends of Wairaki Stream (FOWS) have organised the
annual cleanup at our local beach.
Last year we cleaned the beach area, the estuary near the
playground end, and the driveway from Royal Viking Way.
The driveway used to be thick with leaves, which made it
very dangerous especially in the winter. It’s safer now that
it’s being cleared regularly.
It is great to see people discovering this lovely local park and
beach, including its secret caves.
Seaweek provides an opportunity for the community to come
together and do something positive for the environment
and community, see some old friends and make new ones.
Come join us on 12th March, you will be most welcome.

Look us up on Facebook: friends of wairaki stream.
Or email: fowairakistream@gmail.com
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Safely reconnecting New Zealanders
to the world
I don’t know a single New Zealand
family that has not been affected by
our border controls, including my own.
We have been protected from the
worst of Covid, but it has been difficult
for many of us.

T: 09 826 3937
M: 027 404 0129
19 Cutler Street, New Lynn, Auckland.

Reggis Rego

CA, CPP, MBA, BCom.

reggis.ca@gmail.com
www.bizaide.co.nz
Tax returns - Income Tax, GST, FBT.
Accounting - Cost & Management.
Business Advisory Services.

We’re now entering a new phase of our
COVID-19 response – moving forward
together, safely. Our plan to reconnect
with the rest of the world will take place
in five stages as different groups of
people become eligible to self-isolate on
arrival rather than going into MIQ.
From 11:59pm on 27 February, fully
vaccinated Kiwis and other currently
eligible travellers from Australia will be
able to travel to Aotearoa without entering
MIQ. Two weeks later, from 11:59pm on 13
March, fully vaccinated Kiwis and other
currently eligible travellers elsewhere, as
well as several categories of worker and
their family members, will be also be able
to enter Aotearoa.
Travellers will be asked to follow broadly
the same self-isolation requirements
we have for close contacts inside New
Zealand – currently, 10 days. On arrival,

Right now, the best thing you can do
to help in the fight against Covid is get
vaccinated and get boosted. Thank
you to all who have already stepped up
and got their booster shot. A big thank
you also to all of the staff at our local
pharmacies, medical and dedicated
vaccine centres who have worked
tirelessly to support the rollout of the
ongoing vaccine campaign.
For further details on where to get your
booster go to https://bookmyvaccine.
covid19.health.nz/. For the next steps in
the government’s COVID Recovery Plan,
visit covid19.govt.nz.
Ngā Mihi
Deborah Russell, MP for New Lynn

Deborah Russell

BirdCare
Aotearoa
With your generous support,
we give wild birds a second
chance at life.

they’ll receive rapid antigen tests
to use during their isolation period.
Meanwhile, MIQ will remain in place for
unvaccinated travellers.

MP for New Lynn

Community catch ups

Loans made simple.
My service
comes at
no cost
to you.

As your lo al P, m een to ee in tou h to
dis uss lo al issues, go ernment oli y,
usti e o the Pea e a li ations and
ro osed hanges to legislation you ould
li e to dis uss any o these matters, lease
onta t my o i e on
, or email me
at ne lynn m
arliament go t n
y o i e sta ill assist you initially and,
i re uired, ill arrange an a ointment or
minute
you to meet ith me or a
at h u . hese a ointments are held on
Mondays mornings at my ele torate o i e
reat orth Rd, A ondale. he o i e
is a essible and handy to ubli trans ort

Professional care and
rehabilitation for all wild birds
Education and training
Community events

/DeborahRussellLabour

Follow us to stay updated:

f

https://www.facebook.com/BirdCareAotearoa
https://www.instagram.com/birdcareaotearoa/
https://birdcareaotearoa.org.nz/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC3Oli2jy0aTGL7ncudIaOtA

@beefaerie

Prateek Malhotra
Mortgage Adviser
Ph 021 424 119

prateek.malhotra@loanmarket.co.nz
loanmarket.co.nz/prateek-malhotra

Authorised by Dr Deborah Russell,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington
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Newsrooms collaborate on Council coverage
Auckland Council will come under
much closer scrutiny this year, thanks
to a project funded by NZ on Air which
started in February.
Beacon Community News is one of
six independent Auckland newspaper
publishers to be involved in a two-year
trial, which involves employing one
journalist to cover Council meetings for
the group.
The group has appointed Laura Kvigstad
to this position, and you will see her
by-line from time to time in Beacon
Community News as she reports for us
on Council matters.
The business of Council and its Council
Controlled Organisations (CCOs) such
as Auckland Transport has a huge
impact on the lives and communities
across Auckland.
When the Auckland area councils
merged to form one supercity, the
council chambers moved from local
areas to central Auckland, and Council’s
decision-making processes and the
players involved became distanced from
our newsrooms. Council has a well-

oiled communications team to put their
messages out, but what this new position
will do is allow us to give our readers a
more independent view of Council, its
spending, and its performance.
In 2020/21 alone, Council had a planned
capital investment programme of more
than $2.5 billion plus another $40 million
on transport. A dedicated reporter who
learns to understand and interpret
council plans and budgets will be an
incredibly valuable resource for our
papers, translating complicated policies
into everyday language that readers can
comprehend and digest.
None of the papers involved could
have on their own, justified employing
a journalist fulltime solely to cover
Council, but thanks to this funding, we
will now have our own eyes and ears in
the chambers.
The other newspapers involved are
Devonport Flagstaff and Rangitoto
Observer, Gulf News Waiheke, Howick &
Pakuranga Times and Botany & Ormiston
Times, Pohutukawa Coast Times,
Mahurangi Matters and Hibiscus Matters.

Laura Kvigstad fell in love with
journalism back in her university days
when a lecturer told her “Journalism is
the backbone for democracy.” While
that notion has been challenged,
reshaped, and expanded upon over
the past five years she continues to
pursue her passion for providing the
public with information that can help
them shape their lives.

Ratepayer funded waste collection coming up for
public consultation

By Laura Kvigstad, Auckland Council reporter. Funded by NZ on Air.

Rubbish bin tags and neon coloured
bags could be a thing of the past
in some parts of Auckland with this
year’s budget.
The budget is proposing a rate payer
funded model of waste collection from
2024 where a household can opt in to
the scheme.
Households would have a choice
between 240, 120 and 80-litre bins.
Standardised charges would mean
everyone pays the same for the same
sized bin.
The proposal estimates this model will
be cheaper than the current pay as you
throw model as the charge would remain
the same no matter where you live.

Properties would be able to opt out
of the service and bags would still be
available in rural areas.
The proposal is a part of the Waste
Management and Minimisation Plan
2018 which is aiming for a zero waste
future in Tamaki Makaurau.
The belief in this proposal is that users will
opt for smaller bins and reduce their waste.
Food scrap bins would be expanded in
2023 and funded through rates which
may help Aucklanders use smaller
rubbish bins.
This scheme came under scrutiny in
a study from Waste Not, which found
“no clear evidence that PAYT areas
of Auckland produce less refuse per

capita than rates-funded areas.”
Public consultation opens on February
28 and gives Aucklanders a chance to
have their say.
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Policy and progress
I would like to acknowledge all of the
work that locals are doing to support
each other in this difficult time. Aligned
to these challenging times, central
government and local policy changes
are also happening in our community.
One change is the new house builds
underway; in some cases, the builds
are multi-dwelling units on what were
single home units. This is an area
of concern that I receive feedback
on. The Unitary Plan and the central
government’s RMA means that some of
these developments can occur without
consent of neighbours, and this does
cause stress for people. I acknowledge
this situation and would like to see
change so that locals can be notified of
major change.
Another is the Three Waters proposal.
I have had significant feedback from

Tracy Mulholland
Councillor, Whau Ward

community that they do not support
the model put up by the government.
Feedback from a council survey also
supported that position. I encourage
you to feedback to Government’s
proposals - both Three Waters and
the RMA proposals - and changes will
have an effect on us! Your feedback
is important.
On 8 December 2021, Governing
Body received and approved the
recommendation from the Finance and
Performance Committee to create a
budget consultation document.
What that means is that the draft
annual budget is out with a proposed
3.5% increase with a number of targeted
rates, and an additional targeted rate
for climate change (this is proposed
for electric buses). I ask you to please
feed back to me via my Facebook page

and/or to complete a feedback form on
the budget proposal. When voting on
matters, I like to have a balanced and
fair process in hand.
With regards to local matters, good
news is that the Strategic Procurement
Committee of which I am a member,
approved to increase the contract
award value for Te Whau Pathway
Physical Works - great news as it means
progressing the project.
The committee also approved a supplier
recommendation for the Clinker Place
stormwater project. This has been a
long-term project and is located next to
a large housing development on the old
Crown Lynn site.
It’s great to see these projects
progressing; I am proud of action being
achieving in the Whau Ward.
Tracy Mulholland

Mercy Hospice needs you
Mercy Hospice services the Auckland District Health
Board area, providing a range of FREE specialist
community, palliative and hospital care for people
facing life-limiting illnesses, caring for them with clinical
expertise, compassion, and quality service.
Our services are available to patients and their families,
regardless of age, ethnicity, or religion. We have a variety
of volunteering options available, but most in need
are volunteers for our retail shops or as a driver to take
patients to appointments. Do you have time to volunteer
for Mercy Hospice? We would love to hear from you.
Come and join our friendly team of amazing volunteers.
Mercy Hospice: Turning second-hand goods into first
class care!

BLOCKHOUSE BAY COMMUNITY CENTRE

ART
EXHIBITION
CALLING LOCAL ARTISTS
paint - sketch - design - photography - sculpture

Express your interest in displaying your artworks by 11 March 2022
bayartexhibition@gmail.com
LIMITED DISPLAY SPACES AVAILABLE

Saturday 2nd April 2022, 10am-4pm
Food & beverages available (cash only)
Live music & entertainment

Brand new volunteer Karin Won. Photo supplied.
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Ross is a Ryman resident who began his musical
Ross
is alater
Ryman
resident
who
beganvillage
his musical
journey
in life.
His ‘no
worries’
lifestyle
journey
later
in
life.
His
‘no
worries’
village
lifestyle
has enabled Ross to now play in several bands
has
Ross to
now play
in several
bands
andenabled
tour different
towns
playing
music on
a
and
tour
different
towns
playing
music
on
a
guitar he made himself.
guitar he made himself.
One of the aspects that contributes to this easy
One
of the
aspects resident-friendly
that contributes to
this easy
lifestyle
is Ryman’s
Peace
of Mind
lifestyle
is
Ryman’s
resident-friendly
Peace
of
Mind
Guarantees. They’re designed with your protection
Guarantees.
They’re
designed
with
your
protection
in mind, providing you with certainty so you can
in
mind,the
providing
you love
with without
certaintyany
so worries.
you can
pursue
things you
pursue the things you love without any worries.

“In the village we’ve got no worries.”
“In
the village we’ve got no worries.”
Ross
Musician and Ryman resident
Ross
Musician and Ryman resident

If you’d like to embark on a worry-free lifestyle
If
you’d
likewe
tohave
embark
on a worry-free
lifestyle
like
Ross,
apartments
available
that
like
Ross,
we
have
apartments
available
that
tick all the boxes
tick all the boxes
Two-bedroom options affordably
Two-bedroom
options affordably
priced from $770,000
priced from $770,000
All feature open plan living and double glazing
All feature open plan living and double glazing
Ryman's base weekly fee is fixed* and the
Ryman's
weekly fee
andatthe
deferredbase
management
feeis isfixed*
capped
20%
deferred
management
feeretirement
is capped sector.
at 20%
- one of the
lowest in the
- one of the lowest in the retirement sector.
We’re able to do in-person and online appointments.
We’re
ableortoTaryn
do in-person
online
appointments.
Call Lucy
to book and
in a time
that
suits you.
Call
Lucy
or
Taryn
to
book
in
a
time
that
suits
you.
For up-to-date information on visiting our villages,
For
up-to-date
information on visiting our villages,
go to
rymanhealthcare.co.nz/coronavirus-updates
go to rymanhealthcare.co.nz/coronavirus-updates

MURRAY HALBERG VILLAGE
MURRAY
HALBERG
VILLAGE
11 Commodore
Drive, Lynfield,
09 627 2727
11 Commodore Drive, Lynfield, 09 627 2727
rymanhealthcare.co.nz
rymanhealthcare.co.nz

*Some conditions apply
*Some conditions apply
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A more flexible approach
to events
I have really enjoyed watching friends
and family catch up with each other over
the summer, but the Covid red traffic
light setting has seen the cancellation of
many events, especially those with more
than 100 participants. Several of these
events would have celebrated who we
are as a diverse community, our cultures
and our traditions. Some organisers
developed a more flexible approach to
the ongoing uncertainty and found other
ways of celebrating. An example of this
is the recent online Lantern Festival.
In our area the Whau Arts Festival
organisers have shown similar flexibility.
This year’s festival will be spread over
different spaces and offer a range of
presentations and experiences. So, set
aside some time between the 31 March
and 3 April and enjoy some of the events.

Seniors’ High Tea postponed
Although we are very disappointed

Kay Thomas
Whau Local Board Chair
result in more cohesive support for
our older residents. I would like to
acknowledge the foresight and hard
work of Whau Local Board staff members
Pepe Sapolu Reweti and Rosetta
Fuimaono in starting this initiative.

Avondale pavers
Seniors High Tea 2020.

that under the red traffic light our
annual afternoon tea for seniors will
be postponed, the Local Board has
allocated funding to support Whau’s
older residents through the Whau
Seniors Providers Network. The network
is in its early stages and will be facilitated
by Shelley West, who is the Community
Pastor for Blockhouse Bay Baptist
Church. The network’s aim to build
stronger relationships and collaborative
work between organisations should

Applications
are now open!
Support our
future superstars.
Apply now for your share of $500,000.
Applications must focus on children from 3 - 18 years
and their education and well being.

Learn more at thetrusts.co.nz/west-support-fund

Progress continues to be made with
the design of the Avondale Library and
Community Hub, but the pandemic
has affected the project to replace the
town’s remaining pavers. Poles for the
new lights have been delayed by covidrelated supply chain issues and are
unlikely to be delivered before April.
Barring any other supply chain issues,
the new expected date for completion is
July this year.
I wish you all well and hope we will all
continue to support each other and our
community.
Kay Thomas
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$800,000 for transport projects in Whau
Whau Local Board has allocated almost
$800,000 to three transport projects
in Whau.
The board allocated $260,000 for a raised
crossing in Hepburn Road, $330,000 for
a new raised pedestrian crossing and
footpath extension to South Lynn Road,
and $156,000 for up to eight boardwalk
wayfinding panels on two sections of
boardwalk from Wingate to Rizal and
Rizal to Rata street.

Really pleased
Whau Local Board Chair Kay Thomas
says it was important for the board to be
able to fund these projects.
“We are really pleased to be able to get
these important safety projects up and
running,” she says.
“The projects are all designed to either
improve road safety or to help on the
expanding network of boardwalks along
Te Whau Pathway.

“With limited resources
available we are pleased to
have been able to allocate
this funding and improve
some important transport
infrastructure in Whau.
“We know that there are
lots of deserving projects,
but the raised crossing at
South Lynn Road is both
practical and achievable
within our budget and will provide
increased safety for students on the way
to and from school, so was a deserving
project to fund.
“While at Hepburn Road, the community
has asked for the existing crossing to
be upgraded, with a raised crossing to
replace the current traffic refuge.
“Again, this is an achievable project that
will make a material difference to people
in that area, so we were pleased to be

“This will really enhance the experience
of the community, and we are looking
forward to that project taking shape.”

‘We want more focus
on climate action’
Have your say on how we can speed up our climate
response in Auckland Council’s Annual Budget
2022/2023.

22-PRO-0751-BBB-A

Wayfinding signage

“And developing the wayfinding signage
on the boardwalks will provide the
people who use it with an understanding
of the cultural and Māori perspective, the
history of the area while also including
points of interest along the route.

AK
HAVE
YOUR
SAY

Go to akhaveyoursay.nz/budget

able to provide the funding for it.
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EcoFest West returns with more than 100 events
Excitement is building for EcoFest
West, which makes its return for the
eleventh year running this year. Outdoor
experiences, whānau activities and
interactive workshops will be on offer
from Saturday 19 March to Sunday
17 April, as part of the month-long
celebration of our unique environment
and sustainable living.
Hosted by groups and individuals
across West Auckland, with in-person
and online options, the annual festival
is funded by the Henderson-Massey,
Waitākere Ranges and Whau local
boards and organised by EcoMatters
Environment Trust.
EcoMatters’ CEO, Carla Gee, says, “After
a challenging few years we know that
people are craving connection with each
other and the environment more than
ever. We’re pleased that the community
will still be able to enjoy a time of
celebration, learning and exploring
together in a way that suits them, either
in small groups or online.”
Featuring more than 100 events, the diverse
programme presents opportunities to
connect with nature on our doorstep, care
for the places we love, and share skills and
ideas for a better future. Many events are
low cost and whānau-friendly, small-scale,
and outdoors.

Festival highlights include
opportunities to:
•	Experience peace amongst the trees
at the Milan Reserve Nature Walk
with the Friends of Milan Reserve, a
volunteer group that has transformed
this Glen Eden native bush.

nts
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e
0+
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Bikes
Kai

Coming up near your
neighbourhood in March:
● Litter pick along the Whau
Saturday 19 March, 9.30am12.30pm, Riversdale Reserve,
123 Riversdale Road, Avondale
●F
 oods which naturally boost
your immunity Saturday 19
March,
10.30am-12.30pm,
EcoMatters, 1 Olympic Place,
New Lynn
Kinaki Kai Reka - Foodies Fix.

•	Bring the family and search for clues
at The Great Te Manawa Adventure,
a flora and fauna scavenger hunt
hosted by Te Manawa in Westgate.
•	
Feed your creativity - get Nature
Journaling with artist Lesley Alexander
at Olympic Park in New Lynn or Corbans
Estate Arts Centre in Henderson.
•	Hop on a webinar about Gardening
with Tikanga Māori with Rob Small,
curator at Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei’s
Pourewa ethnobotanic garden.
•	Learn about bugs and fish and go on a
bike tour at the Freshwater Fun Days
with the Whau River Catchment Trust.
“This year’s programme includes plant
swaps, bat walks, stream care sessions
and more. For those more comfortable
participating online, the festival also has
a range of webinars on topics as varied
as reversing climate change, ethical
investing and keeping chickens,” says
Carla Gee.

●H
ealthy Homes workshop
Thursday 24 March, 6-7pm,
New Lynn Community Centre,
45 Tōtara Ave, New Lynn
●	Family Day and Plant Swap
Saturday 26 March, 10am3pm, West Lynn Garden, 73
Parker Ave, New Lynn
●S
eed Swap at Blockhouse
Bay Library Saturday 26 &
Sunday 27 March, 10am-4pm,
578 Blockhouse Bay Road,
Blockhouse Bay
Five event categories are designed
to cater to a wide range of interests,
so foodies, cyclists and crafters alike
will find an event to suit them. The
categories are Waka Hourua/Clean
Transport, Kīnaki Kai Reka/Foodies’ Fix,
Te Whaihanga/Makers’ Mayhem, Torohē
Nuku/Explore Nature and Mauri Noho/
Conscious Living.
To see full details of all EcoFest West
events, please visit www.ecofest.org.nz.

EcoFest
West
Nature
Arts

ecofest
.org.nz
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MINI SERIES REVIEW

Inventing Anna
Currently Netflix #1 show in NZ, this
one is the story of Anna Sorokin
who, as Anna Delvey managed to
persuade New York’s elite that she
was a German heiress with access to
millions, to help fund her dream of an
exclusive art foundation.
She manipulates bankers, art dealers,
venture capitalists and a wide range
of friends and colleagues to buy into
her big scam, all the while leaving a
trail of unpaid hotel bills, friends out of
pocket, fraudulent loans and general
mayhem wherever she went. I have a
vague recollection of it all playing out
a few years back, but this effort quite
nicely spills all the beans and makes us
experts in all things Anna.
Julia Garner (Ruth in Ozark) is Anna

by Geoff Horne

Mini Series Review #4974
and Anna Chlumsky (confused now?)
the journalist who breaks the story and
turns it into New York’s best scandal
for yonks. Both are top notch and
supported by a good bunch including
Laverne Cox as celebrity trainer Kacy
and Anthony Edwards (Goose in Top
Gun) as a financial broker well and truly
sucked in to the shenanigans.
Nine episodes and all highly entertaining
as our dear Anna floats through the wild
goose chases although she does gets bit
OTT at times. We can read Wikipedia to see
that Anna finally gets cornered despite
the valiant efforts of her long-suffering
attorney and I believe is now awaiting
deportation from the US back to Germany.

8.5/10

Informative,
addictive.

More reviews at:
bhb.nz/movie-reviews-with-geoff

engaging

and

quite

Auto SUPER SHOPPE Hillsborough | 09 626 2026
Repairs, WOFs, Tyres
Classic car & bike
specialist
Auto Electrical

Peter Scherf

421 Hillsborough Rd

www.autosupershoppes.co.nz

At home? We will deliver
so you can create your
outdoor happy space.
Central Landscape Supplies Avondale
Open 7 days • 419 Rosebank Rd, Avondale, Auckland
09 828 5533 • avondale@centrallandscapes.co.nz
www.centrallandscapes.co.nz

13

MARCH WHAU LIBRARIES LINE-UP

1414 Beacon
BeaconMARCH
MARCH2022
2022

Avondale Library facebook.com/avondalelib
Blockhouse Bay Library facebook.com/blockhousebaylibrary
New Lynn War Memorial Library facebook.com/NewLynnLibrary
We want to do all we can to keep you and your whānau safe this summer by
following the COVID-19 Protection Framework.
Our events may be subject to limited numbers, require advance bookings, or be
postponed if Alert Levels change. Attendance at any of our events will require
your vaccine pass to be sighted before entering.
For up-to-date information on all our programmes and events please visit
our Facebook pages. Most events run during term time only unless otherwise
stated. Check with library.

Regular library events
Mondays
Rhymetime 10.30-11am outside @
New Lynn Community Centre. Join the
awesome team from the New Lynn
Library for a special outdoor Summer
Rhymetime! Ages 18 months - 3 years.
Seed swap at Blockhouse Bay Library.
Saturday 26 March, 10am-4pm and
Sunday 27 March, 12-4pm. Bring your
spare vegetable and flower seeds to
swap and share with the community.
Heritage varieties of tomatoes and
beans available. To find the latest
update about this event see our
Facebook page. My Vaccine Pass will be
required for entry.

Wednesdays
Wriggle & Rhyme for 0-2-year olds 9.3010am @ BHB Library. Songs, rhymes, and
gentle exercise to music for babies and
toddlers.
Storytime 10-10.30am outside at New
Lynn Community Centre. Join us on
the turf for Storytime in the Sun with
music, rhymes, and best of all, stories.
Ages 3-5 years.

Recommended Reading
Surprise yourself this month with some unusual and unexpected stories:
Do not let your dragon spread germs, by Julie Gassman. Teach your dragon
some healthy tips so your dragon can stay safe and not spread germs.
If the world were 100 people, by Jackie McCann. There are almost 8 billion
humans living on Earth, but it’s tricky to picture so many people! So instead, let’s
imagine the whole planet is a village where 100 people live, then it’s easier to see
the things we have in common, and the things that make us different.
Walrus song, by Janet Lawler. Beautiful illustrations show the many wonders of
being a walrus as it plays hide-and-seek with a friend, lounges on an ice floe and
demonstrates an impressive range of sounds
Once there was a bear: tales of before it all began, by Jane Riordan. In honour
of the 95th anniversary of Winnie-the-Pooh, this wonderful collection of stories
has been written in the style of A.A. Milne and tell how Winnie-the-Pooh, Piglet
and other friends first met Christopher Robin.
The way to impossible island, by Sophie Kirtley. A boy with a heart condition
meets a girl and her wolf from the Stone Age. Together they face dangers and
challenges as they make their way to Lathrin Island.

Book Lovers Club 3rd Wednesday each
month, 11am–12pm @ New Lynn Library.
Come and join a group passionate about
reading to discuss books.
Thursdays
Wriggle & Rhyme 10.30 - 11am Outside
at the New Lynn Community Centre. Join
the awesome team from the New Lynn
Library for a special outdoor Summer
Wriggle & Rhyme! Ages 2 years and under.
Rongoa - Maori Health Classes Thursday
10th & 24th March, 11:30am-12.30pm @
New Lynn Library. Learn about native
plants and discuss key philosophies,
principles, and processes of Rongoa Maori
in this free series of classes. Classes are
free, no registration or prior knowledge is
required, and all are welcome!
Fridays
Book Club 10:30am – 12pm @ BHB Library,
3rd Fri/month. Discuss what you’ve been
reading, find new books.
Mandarin Storytime Fridays, 11 - 11.30am,
outside at the New Lynn Community
Centre. Bring along the kids and enjoy
stories, rhymes, and music in Mandarin.
Ages 2- 5 years.
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Dr Nitin Raniga Orthodontist
BDS (Otago), DclinDent (Otago),
MOrth RSCEd, MRACDS (Orth)

6 Exminster Street, Blockhouse Bay
Ph: 09 627 3555

nitin@aucklandortho.co.nz
www.aucklandortho.co.nz
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Insert the missing letter to complete an
eight-letter word reading clockwise or
anticlockwise. Previous solution: CHARISMA

Fill in the missing letter
to make an eight-letter
word which can read
either clockwise or
anticlockwise

Puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

WordBuilder

WordBuilder

How many words of three or more
letters, including plurals, can you
make from the six letters, using
each letter only once? No foreign
words or words beginning with
a capital are allowed. There's at
least one six-letter word.

D H A L E N

Good 16 VG 19 Excellent 23

WordWheel:
Sudoku
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Across: 1. Wild goose chase, 10. Tacit, 11. Extradite, 12. Engross, 13. Precede,
14. Toils, 16. Agreement, 19. Short-term, 20. Super, 22. Chassis, 25. Nervous,
27. Unanimous, 28. Twine, 29. Beside the point.
Down: 2. Incognito, 3. Ditto, 4. Overstate, 5. Sit-up, 6. Ceaseless, 7. Abide, 8.
Element, 9. Attest, 15. Satisfied, 17. Reminisce, 18. Explosion, 19. Succumb, 21.
Russet, 23. Amass, 24. Shout, 26. Ratio.

Sudoku

3

1
3
6
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7
4
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8
2

19. Give in (7)
21. Reddish brown (6)
23. Accumulate (5)
24. Yell (5)
26. Proportion (5)

2

7
4
5
9
8
2
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3
1

Down
2. Under an assumed
identity (L) (9)
3. The same (L) (5)
4. Exaggerate (9)
5. Abdominal exercise
(3-2)
6. Without pause (9)
7. Tolerate (5)
8. Component (7)
9. Provide evidence
(6)
15. Contented (9)
17. Talk about the
past (9)
18. Detonation (9)

1

LOYALIST

Across
1. Fruitless pursuit
(4-5,5)
10. Unspoken (5)
11. Repatriate (9)
12. Fascinate (7)
13. Go before (7)
14. Works hard (5)
16. Pact (9)
19. Temporary (5-4)
20. Marvellous (5)
22. A car’s frame (7)
25. Anxious (7)
27. Agreed by all (9)
28. String (5)
29. Irrelevant (6,3,5)

7

ale, and, dah, dale, dan,
deal, dean, den, dhal,
elan, eland, end, had,
hale, hand, HANDLE,
head, held, lade, lah,
land, lane, lead, lea, lean,
led, lend.

Quick crossword
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Scouts kick covid to touch for 2022
The beginning of the fourth term is
always eagerly awaited as it brings
on the summer boating and camping
programme for the New Lynn Sea
Scouts. However, Covid restrictions
prevented that until the final two weeks
before Christmas. Covid also put paid
to the opportunity to compete at what
would have been the 29th National Sea
Scout regatta in Picton over the New
Year period.
The Group had been working hard
throughout
the
Covid-interrupted
year to be in a position to try and
reclaim their crown as the top group
in New Zealand, having come second
in Wellington at the previous national
regatta after winning the three prior
events. But despite disappointment
of not being able to test themselves
against their peers, they still took away
many skills learnt during the year.
These skills will be put to good use
on several adventurous overnight
boating excursions around the islands
of the Hauraki Gulf this coming year; a
favourite is sailing to and camping on
Ponui Island.
Therefore, with a positive outlook in the
face of Covid, the Scouts finished last
year with high-speed play on the water
sea-biscuiting before prepping their
boats for the Auckland Anniversary
Day Regatta in January. This time
not only did the new Covid Red Light
setting have a part to play but the
perfect forecast of a gentle morning

breeze slowly building during the
day did not eventuate. It was already
gusting beyond comfortable limits by
early morning, so a quick retreat was
made from the harbour and the day
was spent sailing on Lake Pupuke. This
provided an ideal opportunity for some
of the newer Scouts to learn to sail in a
more sheltered environment.

Contact Andrew for more information
72andrewstevens@gmail.com or check
out newlynn.seascouts.org.nz.

So, while Covid restrictions are still
preventing some larger events like
the annual Zone Founders Weekend
Camp that celebrates the founding of
Scouting by Lord Robert Baden-Powell
back in 1907, New Lynn has decided to
camp by themselves anyway. They will
take the opportunity to set their own
programme for the weekend and have a
survival camp theme whereby they will
make and sleep in bivouacs.
If you have had enough of Covid keeping
you stuck indoors, why not consider
some adventure and come and play in
Ready for a swim
the great outdoors camping and boating
with the Scouts. A life
changing
programme
for boys and girls aged 5
to 19 years, and also for
some lucky parents who
decide that they are not
going to miss out on the
fun and become leaders
(no experience necessary,
just bring your sense
of adventure and the
training and opportunities
Playtime on the water
will be provided).

Combining the best of both worlds – camping and boating on Ponui Island

