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Auckland Council compliance staff overworked and overwhelmed
By Laura Kvigstad, Auckland Council reporter. Funded by New Zealand on Air.
Currently, 74 staff manage approximately
15,000 Resource Management Act,
Building Act, and bylaws complaints,
32,000 Dog Control Act complaints and
60,000 Noise complaints. Complaints
have increased by 5.8 percent in the last
two years.
A report from Auckland Council’s
compliance team says an officer would
need to work over 120 hours a week to
meet demand. The Achieving Regulatory
Compliance, Prioritisation and Resource
Allocation report acknowledged that
the workload is significantly more than
one person could undertake.
The report was discussed at the April 12,
Regulatory Committee who approved
an update to the categorisation and
prioritisation matrix.
The matrix, which helps to manage the
workload, has four separate categories.
P1 and P2 complaints must be attended
to quickly while P3 matters are dealt
with as resources allow. P4 complaints
mean compliance staff are unlikely to
respond.

Licensing and Regulatory Compliance
general manager James Hassall
presented to the committee and said
oftentimes P4 complaints were issues
that did not fall under a category the
compliance team could address.
“Part of the issue comes from the public
not knowing what the compliance team
could attend to,” he said. “Neighbours
complaining about a boundary line for
example.”
Hassall also said the complexity of
complaints was increasing which put
further strain on staff.
Cr Daniel Newman said while an issue
may be trivial to the compliance team it
was not trivial for the complainant.
Newman asked where the Compliance
Response and Investigations Unit was
at with its business case for more staff.
Regulatory Services director Craig
Hobbs said it was a sensitive issue in the
financial constrained environment and
was unable to give an exact date when
the business case would be ready.
Independent Māori Statutory Board

member Glenn Wilcox said that as the
city grows complaints would grow as well.
“People need to know they are heard.
They just want to know that something
has happened with their complaint,”
Wilcox said. Wilcox stressed the
importance of hearing mana whenua
under the treaty principles.
Some councillors expressed they
would vote against the matrix update
and chair Linda Cooper said that was
disappointing.
“It is not really the matrix that is wrong.
It is the resourcing,” she said. “This is not
the place to protest. The place to protest
is at the Finance and Performance
Committee,” adding that compliance
management was core council business.
“We will have to cut in other areas to
achieve a higher level of service,” Cooper
said. “We cannot keep putting the rates
up without adding more value.”
The updated categorisation and
prioritisation matrix was approved by
the committee with seven voting for, and
four against.
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If you find a grounded Cook’s petrel, pick
them up using gloves or a towel to avoid
damaging their waterproofing with
the oils from your skin. Place them in a
ventilated cardboard box padded with
towels or other fabric. Bring them to
BirdCare Aotearoa as soon as possible.
Holding them for days significantly
reduces their chances of survival. Do
not try to force feed them water or
food. As they are an endemic bird, the
SPCA can help transport these birds to
BirdCare Aotearoa.

How else you can help

With hundreds of Cook’s petrels being
admitted to BirdCare Aotearoa within
a period of a few weeks (alongside
hundreds of other birds), their feeding
requirements and the intensive care
required to get them waterproofed,
stabilised and ready for release, BirdCare
Aotearoa urgently needs donations. You
can donate online by credit card or bank
transfer https://birdcareaotearoa.org.nz/
donate/.

For more information or advice, please
contact BirdCare Aotearoa. We are
open for admissions 10am-3pm daily,
and you can phone us 8am-4pm daily.
BirdCare Aotearoa
74 Avonleigh Road, Green Bay, Auckland
Ph 027 816 9219
Email support@birdcareaotearoa.org.nz

BirdCare
Aotearoa
With your generous support,
we give wild birds a second
chance at life.

Front page photo: A Cook’s petrel,
just released on the west coast after
being cared for at BirdCare Aotearoa.
Image: Bianka Atlas – BirdCare Aotearoa, 2022
Professional care and
rehabilitation for all wild birds
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The threat of lights: a tītī story of rehabilitation
By Ariel-Micaiah Heswall & Bianka Atlas – BirdCare Aotearoa
Aotearoa is home to over a quarter of
the world’s seabirds. Many of them
inhabit the islands of Tīkapa Moana/
the Hauraki Gulf – a seabird hotspot.
Aotearoa’s
largest
city,
Tāmaki
Makaurau/Auckland, is situated right
next to this seabird breeding and
foraging ground.
Many of the Hauraki Gulf’s seabird
species migrate to their oceanic foraging
grounds during the autumn season. Tītī/
Cook’s petrels are one such species,
migrating from their breeding ground,
Te Hauturu-o-Toi/Little Barrier Island to
the Tasman Sea between the months
of March and May. However, before they
reach the ocean, there is a considerable
obstacle in their path: Auckland.
When the juvenile birds leave the nest
for the first time, they often become
confused by artificial light sources.
Adults will also be disorientated, but the
juveniles are most affected due to their
lack of experience.
This causes many hundreds of Cook’s
petrels to fly into the middle of residential
or city areas, and become completely
lost. Many collide with buildings and
may sustain fatal injuries. Others end up
grounded, leaving them vulnerable to
starvation, cat and dog attacks, or being
hit by cars.
If the birds are not picked up, they are
unlikely to survive as they need specific
conditions to take off. Cook’s petrels are
simply not designed to be on a hard, flat
surface. Once they have fledged, they
are always on something buoyant – from
the air to the surface of the water.
The good news is many caring
Aucklanders are finding these small

seabirds and bringing
them
to
BirdCare
Aotearoa, a Department
of Conservation permitted
avian rehabilitation facility
in Green Bay. Between
March and May, hundreds
of Cook’s petrels are cared
for by the dedicated staff
and volunteers at BirdCare
Aotearoa.
The
facility
admitted 156 Cook’s petrels
last year, and has already
admitted 153 this year.
Depending
on
their
condition, the birds spend
anywhere from a few days A Cook’s petrel being weighed in BirdCare Aotearoa’s triage clinic.
to a couple of weeks at Image credits: Bianka Atlas – BirdCare Aotearoa, 2022.
BirdCare Aotearoa, where
they are tube fed a fishy slurry mix several
times a day and may be given fluids to
combat dehydration. Most of the birds
have lost their waterproofing as a result
of contact with petrol and diesel on the
roads, or from human handling.
The BirdCare Aotearoa team restores
the birds’ waterproofing by bathing
them with Dawn, a deep cleansing soap
that removes harmful substances from
the feathers.
Once the Cook’s petrels are fit and
ready for release, a dedicated team of
volunteers and local bird lovers help
transport them for release from cliff tops
at the western beaches near Piha and
Bethells.
Thanks to the wonderful people finding
these Cook’s petrels, BirdCare Aotearoa
caring for them, and the many birdloving volunteers who help out along the
way, the Cook’s petrels can be assisted
on their journey.

BirdCare Aotearoa Clinical Director, Dani Najera
examining two recently admitted Cook’s petrels.

Auto SUPER SHOPPE Hillsborough | 09 626 2026
Repairs, WOFs, Tyres
Classic car & bike
specialist
Auto Electrical

Peter Scherf

421 Hillsborough Rd

www.autosupershoppes.co.nz
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Board thrilled Vibrant Streets set to come to Avondale
Whau Local Board is delighted its
Avondale Open Streets project is to
be funded through the new Ngā Tiriti
Ngangahau – The Vibrant Streets
Programme.
The Vibrant Streets is a $3million,
three-year programme to be delivered
by Auckland Transport as part of this
climate action package and is aligned to
Te Tāruke-ā-Tāwhiri: Auckland’s Climate
Plan, which seeks to improve active
modes access and infrastructure as a
part of reducing transport emissions.
The project will deliver a series of events,
activations and markets with an ‘open
streets’ element by making part of Avondale
Town Centre temporarily car-free.
Whau Local Board Chair, Kay Thomas,
says the board is thrilled the project is to
be funded.
“This is fantastic news for Avondale,”
she says.
“The town centre is a creative and cultural
hub, and these projects will really help to
bring it to life like never before.

“Whau Local Board is
committed to doing all it
can to promote and enable
active modes of transport
such as walking and
cycling, which you can see
through our commitment
to Te Whau Pathway and
our recent refresh of the
Whau Greenways Plan, that
providing options for our
Avondale Town Centre. Photo: Avondale Mainstreet.
communities to not need to
“In addition to the obvious health
use the car is high on our list of priorities.
benefits from active transport, these
“My personal thanks to the endeavour
local activations will encourage greater
of board member Jessica Rose and
engagement with the local economy,
Avondale Main Street for reaching this
with businesses in Avondale set to see an
point, and I can’t wait to see the projects
increase in foot traffic because of them.
in action.”
“It will also help encourage people to see
Member Jessica Rose, who is a keen
how normal and beneficial it can be to
cycling advocate, says the projects will
pedestrianize areas of the town centre,
have many positive elements.
and how much more welcoming and
community focused a place it will be.”
“Not only will these projects provide
the community with an opportunity
to utilise the streets without cars, but
there are also many positive benefits to
the proposals.

Projects will be created through a
co-design process with the community,
and will also be 10 per cent funded by
the local board.

Celebrating five years of the New Lynn bike hub
It has been five years since the
trailblazing opening of the very first
EcoMatters bike hub in New Lynn, a
project supported by Whau Local Board,
with no signs of the hub slowing down.
The hub provides a range of services to
help keep bikes running, including free
access to tools and advice on basic bike
maintenance, restored second-hand
bikes for sale, parts and accessories, safe
cycling advice and guidance and more.
Since opening in 2017, the New Lynn hub
has been followed by the Henderson
and Glen Innes hubs, which have hosted
more than 30,000 visitors, helped fix
and restore more than 10,000 bikes and
redistributed more than 2,000 bikes
back into the community.
The success of the model has been
recognised regionally and nationally, with
the Bike Hubs winning awards from both
Waka Kotahi and Auckland Transport.
Whau Local Board Chair, Kay Thomas,
says that the hub has shown there is a

real appetite for cycling
in the area.
“We are so thrilled
that the bike hub has
continued to go from
strength to strength,”
says Kay.
“Five years is a fantastic
milestone that has gone
by in the blink of an eye.
We know there is a real
appetite for cycling in
Whau, and the success
of the hub underlines
that fact.

Bike Hub opening, 2017. L-R Meg Liptrot, EcoMatters; Tam Alexander,
former EcoMatters board chair; Tracy Mulholland, then Whau Local Board
chair; and Damon Birchfield, former EcoMatters CEO. Photo: EcoMatters
Environment Trust.

“Many congratulations to EcoMatters
for the mahi and vision to make the hub
a reality, it really has become a muchloved part of our community.”
EcoMatters Environment Trust CEO
Carla Gee says the hub has been
transformational.
“Our Bike Hubs are pretty special places,”
she says. “They are very rooted in their

communities, offering advice on safe
cycling routes and running local guided
bike rides.
“The original plan was driven by one of
our longest-serving team members Meg
Liptrot and thanks to great support,
became a reality that we know has, in
some cases, truly changed people’s
lives,” she says.
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BHB sisters awarded at Government House
In July 2019, 15-year-old Charlotte
Connolly embarked on an epic quest
– to complete the Queen’s Award
certificate, the highest international
award available in both Girls’ and Boys’
Brigade, for people aged between 15
and 25.
The demanding two-year programme
includes six months voluntary service,
two initiative tasks, an assignment, and
attendance at a national assessment
weekend. Charlotte completed her
voluntary service working at a Hospice
Shop, and for her initiative tasks made
a Lockdown Activity Book and sewed
aprons and food coverings as an
International Girls’ Brigade Fundraiser.
Her assignment was to knit a Woolly
Wonderland: ‘A Christmas Jumper.’
As a Pioneer in the 6th Auckland Girls’
Brigade in Blockhouse Bay, Charlotte was
inspired to follow in the footsteps of her
older sisters Megan and Melissa, both of
whom went through the programme.

Charlotte with Dame Cindy Kiro after receiving her award. Photo supplied.

The Queen’s Award was presented by Her
Excellency Dame Cindy Kiro at a function
for the recipients and their families
at Government House in Wellington,
followed by a catered picnic afternoon tea
on the Government House lawn.
Also receiving an award at Government
House was Charlotte’s sister Natasha, who
received a Loyal Perseverance Award. This

is awarded to girls who, despite a disability,
have still completed their Girls’ Brigade work.
Now aged 18, Charlotte is a first year BA
student at Auckland University majoring
in psychology and criminology. She has
also become a commissioned leader in
her Girls’ Brigade company and continues
to serve the girls there and in the West
Auckland Area.

OUR NEW CENTRE IS NOW OPEN!
Come learn with us at BestStart Delta Avenue. We’re welcoming children aged 3 months to 5
years old to join us in our wonderful new centre. Our experienced team are looking forward to
getting to know our new children and families!
Contact us today to book a tour, we’d love to show you around.
• Infants, toddlers and preschoolers
• Open 7am to 6pm all through the year
• Fresh, healthy meals provided
Free gift for all new enrolments.

Delta Avenue

52 Delta Avenue, New Lynn,
(09) 826 0866
delta@best-start.org
www.best-start.org
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Maioro Street Dynamic Lanes Public Consultation
AT is proposing to install dynamic lanes
on Maioro Street – between Richardson
Road and New Windsor Road. This will
reallocate existing road space to create
an additional lane in peak travel hours.
The proposed changes are out for public
consultation from 26 April - 20 May 2022.
Dynamic lanes use overhead signs and
LED lights embedded into the road
surface to mark traffic lanes instead
of painted lines, to create temporary
lane direction changes during heavy
congestion and to ensure better traffic
flow and movement of people.
Dynamic lanes on Maioro Street will
result in two general vehicle lanes and
one bus lane in the peak direction, and
two general vehicle lanes in the nonpeak direction. During off-peak times
the system would return to two general
vehicle lanes in each direction, with a
central flush median.

Maioro Street and New Windsor Road,
pedestrian tables at each side road
intersection and a new signalised
crossing at the midpoint of Maioro
Street. These facilities will enhance
safety for pedestrians and cyclists
using the shared paths along each
side of Maioro Street, and enable bus
passengers to cross this busy road to
and from their bus stops.

The proposal also includes safety
improvements to the intersection of

Once consultation is completed,
feedback will be reviewed and changes

To view detailed information and provide
feedback to the proposal please visit
at.govt.nz/dynamiclanes, or use the QR
code below to go directly to the website.

Deborah Russell

BirdCare
Aotearoa
With your generous support,
we give wild birds a second
chance at life.

to the design can be made. Construction
is planned for 2023, pending the
outcome of public consultation.

MP for New Lynn

Community catch ups

Loans made simple.
My service
comes at
no cost
to you.

As your lo al P, m een to ee in tou h to
dis uss lo al issues, go ernment oli y,
usti e o the Pea e a li ations and
ro osed hanges to legislation you ould
li e to dis uss any o these matters, lease
onta t my o i e on
, or email me
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arliament go t n
y o i e sta ill assist you initially and,
i re uired, ill arrange an a ointment or
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Mondays mornings at my ele torate o i e
reat orth Rd, A ondale. he o i e
is a essible and handy to ubli trans ort

Professional care and
rehabilitation for all wild birds
Education and training
Community events

/DeborahRussellLabour

Follow us to stay updated:

f

https://www.facebook.com/BirdCareAotearoa
https://www.instagram.com/birdcareaotearoa/
https://birdcareaotearoa.org.nz/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC3Oli2jy0aTGL7ncudIaOtA

@beefaerie

Prateek Malhotra
Mortgage Adviser
Ph 021 424 119

prateek.malhotra@loanmarket.co.nz
loanmarket.co.nz/prateek-malhotra

Authorised by Dr Deborah Russell,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington
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Lions’ car rally raises funds for Starship
After two years in limbo due to COVID,
the Blockhouse Bay-Lynfield Lions at
short notice organised their 2022 Wild
Westie Fun Car Rally for early April,
with a total of 36 entrants and 10 cars
registered online for the rally.
Destination points were selected to
showcase the best of the west, and
the routes revealed parts of west and
northwest Auckland that many had
never seen.
The first stop was Crystal Mountain
where entrants could picnic, have a
coffee break, or enter the showroom and
explore the magic world of crystals. Cars
were then despatched at one-minute
intervals to decipher the cryptic itinerary
and landmark quiz sheet to locate the
final destination.
The route headed further west through
Waitakere and on through the hinterland
behind Kumeu and Waimauku, past
lifestyle blocks, vineyards, and orchards,

eventually joining Highway 16. The clues
guided participants towards Parakai,
then on past the hot pools on South
Head Rd, ending many kilometres later
at Shelly Beach on the Kaipara Harbour.
Only one car got lost and had to SOS for
guidance.
With a few tied for first place after tallying
quiz scores, the winner was eventually
determined by the most accurate
speedo reading; it was a close contest
with just 2/10 of a kilometre between the
top two.
All funds raised went towards a new
Paediatric Intensive Care Unit at
Starship Childrens’ Hospital. Lions’ Clubs
throughout New Zealand are aiming for
a total of nearly half a million dollars.
To donate to the Blockhouse BayLynfield Lions’ Club’s appeal for
Starship goto www.bhbl-lions.org/
appeal-donations STARSHIP PICU
APPEAL

Better hearing from
less than $1.50
a day per ear
·
·
·
·

0% interest and fee-free payment plans
Superb sound quality and effective noise reduction
Easy wireless connectivity to compatible devices
Varied colours to suit your skin tone

Visit Audika.co.nz for T&C’s

If you’re over 18, book a free hearing check.
0800 710 704 or Audika.co.nz

Blockhouse Bay-Lynfield Lions announcing the
winner of the Wild Westie Fun Car Rally.
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Community news in brief
Making a great first
Mr Arthur Clarkson impression
Obituary

24/01/1932 – 07/03/2022
Our friend and
respected resident
of CHT Peacehaven
passed in March
this year.
Thank you to the
Blockhouse
Bay
Community
for
your kindness to
Arthur throughout
the years. He will be
sadly missed. Rest
peacefully Arthur.
Your friends at CHT
Peacehaven.

Many people want to
write a book, but most
budding authors never
get as far as publication.
Coralie Fennell has not
let retirement get in
the way of publishing
a collection of her
writings in a beautifully
presented book called
“First Impressions”. The
presentation of the
book does indeed make
a great first impression!
The book is a collection
of short stories, poems
and plays covering many
subjects.
Contact Coralie for more information coralieanne@xtra.co.nz

Shadow the Beach Cat
By Simon Stuart

Over the past few months many walkers and visitors to
Blockhouse Bay Beach will have come across Shadow.
Shadow has rapidly established a rapport with everyone around
the Bay, even gaining her own Facebook identity “Beach Cat”. She
ranges all around the Beach reserve from the rocks behind the
Yacht Club to the main beach as well as high up in the reserve
bush near to her home. Her owner has told us he has to move in
April, we wish Shadow happy roaming wherever she goes. If you
see her around the Bay, she wears a tag with name and owners
phone number, as well as a bell to keep the birdlife safe.

Photo: Simon Stuart © Levitate Photography.

Thank you to Good Samaritans

Several weeks ago, my partner and I were out for a walk around the streets of Blockhouse Bay. On Kimber Hall Ave
I tripped on a rough section of paving and went down heavily onto my face.
The fall caused a gash across the bridge of my nose and forehead and left me feeling disorientated. We thought it best to stay
put and try to get medical help. Within a short space of time after the fall a young guy driving past stopped to offer his help.
He phoned for an ambulance. While we were talking to the 111 operator other people stopped to assist, including a nurse.
With the guidance from the 111 operator and the actions from caring passers-by we got the bleeding under control. I was
taken to hospital by ambulance and after examination was told I had concussion and a fractured nose. The generosity and
kindness of everyone involved in caring for me was over whelming and very much appreciated. I wish I knew your names so
I could thank you all in person. Unfortunately, I don’t so thank you to all those driving by who stopped to help or slowed and
asked if we needed anything.
Signed, a grateful Blockhouse Bay resident.
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Ross is a Ryman resident who began his musical
journey later in life. His ‘no worries’ village lifestyle
has enabled Ross to now play in several bands
and tour different towns playing music on a
guitar he made himself.

MURRAYHALBERG
HALBERG
MURRAY

NEW STAGE
STAGE
NEW

One of the aspects that contributes to this easy
lifestyle is Ryman’s resident-friendly Peace of Mind
Guarantees. They’re designed with your protection
in mind, providing you with certainty so you can
pursue the things you love without any worries.

Reelleeaasseedd
R

“In the village we’ve got no worries.”
Ross
Musician and Ryman resident

Don’tmiss
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theopportunity
opportunitytotosecure
secure
Don’t
theapartment
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yourchoice
choicenow
nowand
and
the
still
have
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to
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still have plenty of time to sell your
currentproperty!
property!
current
If you’d like
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embark
on a worry-free
lifestyle
Two
andthree-bedroom
three-bedroom
layouts
Two
layouts
like Ross,priced
we
have
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available
that
pricedfrom
from$890,000
$890,000
tick all the boxes
Architecturallydesigned
designedapartments
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Architecturally
Two-bedroom
options
affordably
offeringmodern
moderninteriors
interiorsand
and
offering
priced from
$770,000
options
viewsofofthe
theprivate
private
options
ofofviews
courtyard
village
gardens
All feature
open plan
livinggardens
and
double glazing
courtyard
ororvillage
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weekly
fee is
fixed*
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Fixed
base
weekly
fee
$169*
and
Fixed
weekly
fee
ofof
$169*
deferred
management
fee is capped
at
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deferred
management
fee
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deferred
management
fee
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retirement
sector.
capped
20%
- one
the
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capped
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20%
- one
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the
lowest
the
retirement
sector
inin
the
retirement
sector
*Some conditions apply
We’re able to do in-person and online appointments.
*Some
conditions
apply
*Some
conditions
apply
Call Lucy or Taryn to book in a time that suits you.
Photos
indicative
Photos
areare
indicative
For up-to-date information on visiting our villages,
go
tomore
rymanhealthcare.co.nz/coronavirus-updates
For
informationorortotoview
viewplans
planscall
callTaryn
TarynororLucy
Lucyonon0909627
6272727.
2727.
For
more information

MURRAY
HALBERG
VILLAGE
HALBERG
RETIREMENT
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11MURRAY
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Drive, Lynfield,
09 627 2727
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Drive,Lynfield
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rymanhealthcare.co.nz
rymanhealthcare.co.nz
rymanhealthcare.co.nz
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Protect
Protect yourself
yourself and
and
your
your whānau
whānau this
this winter
winter
With Aotearoa’s borders re-open, there’s a much
With Aotearoa’s borders re-open, there’s a much
bigger chance of catching the flu this winter. Getting
bigger chance of catching the flu this winter. Getting
a flu jab is your best defence and it’s FREE if you’re:
a flu jab is your best defence and it’s FREE if you’re:
• Aged 65 and over
• Aged 65 and over
• Māori or Pasifika aged 55 and over
• Māori or Pasifika aged 55 and over
• Pregnant
• Pregnant
Talk to your doctor or local pharmacy
Talk
to 611
your116
doctor
or local pharmacy
0800
| health.govt.nz/flu
0800 611 116 | health.govt.nz/flu
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Avondale community hopeful for more play
street events

By Laura Kvigstad, Auckland Council reporter. Funded by New Zealand on Air.

Whau Local Board lobbied in support
of the Play Streets initiative, designed
to put play back into the hands of
communities.
The Whau Local Board presented on April
7 to the Park, Arts, Community and Events
Committee in support of the initiative
after a successful trial in Avondale.
The committee voted to approve the
development of play streets guidance.
The initiative would allow communities to
shut down their streets for play for short
periods of time with the help of Auckland
Council. Cars would still be allowed into
streets but at a walking pace.
In trials of the initiative, surveys found
88 percent of communities felt there
was an improvement in community
connection and 67 percent felt there
was an increase in play.

amongst
intensification.

further

Rose
reminisced
about growing up in
Beachlands in the
80s and having street
parties at Christmas.
“We ran across the
street from house to
house while people
talked and ate on
the berms. It was an
equaliser for people
from different backgrounds and norms,”
Rose said. “The idea of playing outside
is not a new one and yet somewhere in
the last 20 years or so we have lost this
neighbourhood aspect in our streets.”
Cr Richard Hills joined Rose in
reminiscing about playing in the streets.

Cr Angela Dalton said she was originally
a sceptic of the initiative but after
attending some play street events saw
the benefit.
“It gets parents talking so they can be
comfortable with kids playing together
at each other’s houses,” Dalton said. She
wanted to see things get back to the old
days where everyone could play together.

One of the trials happened on
Whakawhiti Loop, and Whau Local
Board member Jessica Rose said the
community had been asking when they
would be able to have another one.

“When I was a kid, we lived in a cul-desac. We used to play in the street with
no traffic management. We used to just
have someone at the end of the road yell
‘car’,” Hills said.

“In Avondale we are close to a citybound
trainline. Because of that we are facing the
exciting prospect of significant housing
intensification,” Rose said, adding that
there was a finite limit on land, and she
wanted to see communities strengthened

“Not every street in our community will
work but I really hope that we can move
to a more trust-based model.”

“We are not dictators, we should be
enabling this type of activity for our
people,” Mulholland said.

Hills said that many communities would
already be doing this but illegally, and
providing a framework was important.

Cr Sharon Stewart was the only member
to vote against the development of the
initiative.

Turn dirt
into gold.
Central Landscape Supplies Avondale
Open 7 days • 419 Rosebank Rd, Avondale, Auckland
09 828 5533 • avondale@centrallandscapes.co.nz
www.centrallandscapes.co.nz

Local Cr Tracy Mulholland said safety
first was a no brainer but had seen this
initiative work.

12

Beacon MAY 2022

Calls for “positivity” from local councillor
around Avondale community hub
By Laura Kvigstad, Auckland Council reporter. Funded by New Zealand on Air.
At its meeting on April 5, the Strategic
Procurement
committee
received
an update on how work is pushing
ahead on the new Avondale library and
community hub.
The project has been in the works since 2017
when a business case was presented to the
Environment and Community committee.
Auckland Council is involved in the
early stages of contractor involvement for
the project.

Mulholland wants to see more
communications around the projects to
encourage positivity.
She added that the project has been 11
years in the making, and she is excited
to see a vast improvement from a
community centre that had black mould.
“Not everything that was desired could
be delivered but you could say it’s the
bulk of the wishes,” Mulholland said.

Cr Tracy Mulholland said she had
seen some negative comments about
Avondale’s community centre online.

Project manager Shiva Dubey said it was
a matter of not overpromising with the
budget, but the team was working on
the wish list.

“I read on social media that Avondale is
“a horrible town centre”. This came from
a nice local guy. Maybe it was a bad day,
maybe it was bad parking.”

Dubey said she was aware of the
negative comments online, and the team
was working with Eke Panuku’s local
communications specialist to provide

updates. Council would be looking for
an open tender or construction contract
going forward.
For open tender, “We think there would
be a premium, but contingency would be
lower because we would have worked with
them for the whole process,” Dubey said.
Many committee discussions around
the Avondale Library and Community
Hub are being held in confidentiality to
avoid disadvantaging council contract
negotiations.

Sponsored

SPIRITS REVIEW
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by Tash McGill

Winter Warmers
As the chill sets in, we begin to light fires and don cosy slippers, warm woollens and search for flavours that entice
us to comfort. After a long summer, the elements are making themselves known through rain and wind. There’s no
need to give up your favourite tipple if you’re a gin lover - savour these earthy, complex botanicals that will bring
the wild Hebridean isles close to home. Or melt into rich chewy autumn fruits and toffee of a rich, experimental
whisky with our favourite winter spirits for easing into the cooler months. And with World Whisky Day coming up
on May 21, 2022 closely followed by World Gin Day on June 11, 2022 we wanted to be sure you had some of our best
selections on hand.

The Botanist, 700ml, 46% abv
Islay may be known for the robust peat
bogs that fuel and flavour their iconic
whiskies, but the isle itself has much
more to offer. The Botanist represents
the land and people that make Islay so
special – including the 22 botanicals
that are foraged by hand from the island
itself. The flavours of The Botanist are
herbaceous, sweet, slightly floral and
tinged with menthol – you can almost
picture yourself on the island after a
fresh burst of autumn rain. The warmth
of menthol and earthiness of cassia and
coriander opens to fresh citrus before
rounding off in the delicate, warming
spice of cinnamon, juniper and wood
sage. Take your time and enjoy each
and every layer in this gin designed to
showcase the natural flavours of Islay. There is delightful
complexity in this dry gin that lends itself to slow sipping in
classic simple serves like a gin & tonic or in an old-fashioned
with marmalade and thyme. Winter is a time to savour the
careful selection of these botanicals and be transported to
an island in another time and place – where the wild seas
crash against rocks and peat moss but the smell of the forest
is sweet.

Glenfiddich Fire & Cane, 700ml, 43% abv
The Glenfiddich distillery is found in Speyside and the name
means ‘Valley of the Deer’. It took William Grant a year to build
in 1887 with the help of master craftsmen and his nine children.
The first drop of spirit ran from the still on Christmas Day that
year and since then, Glenfiddich has continued to pioneer the
industry in everything from cooperages, to art and design and

more recently, to experimentation with casks
and finishing. This whisky expression was first
released in 2018 and pushed the boundaries
of traditional Glenfiddich flavour profiles. You
don’t find much peat bog in this particular
part of Scotland, so Glenfiddich whisky is
usually unpeated, but to make Glenfiddich
Fire & Cane, the malt master takes smoky
peated single malt matured in bourbon casks
and allows it to rest in rum casks for another
three months before bottling. The result is
a golden hued spirit with soft, earthy peat
smoke on the nose followed by toffee and
zesty fresh fruit. The palate is full of sweet
apple crumble, fresh green fruit and gentle
oak before finishing with the gentle hint
of sweetness, spice and campfire smoke.
This is a sweet and smoky treat to enjoy
with chocolate and candied ginger, even a
gingernut at the end of a long day.
Tash McGill
Tash McGill is an
international
spirits
writer, educator, and
judge. One of the head
judges for the NZ Spirits
Awards, The Drammys
and The Junipers, she
has been involved in the
spirits industry for more
than 10 years and loves
helping people enjoy
great spirits. She is Chair
of the New Zealand
Whisky Association and
co-author of the New
Zealand Gin Guide 2021.
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Advertise your non-profit community event here for free! Email kerrie@bhb.nz
Sat 28
Community Market. 7am – 12noon at BHBCC.
2nd & last Saturdays each month. Contact Terry
027 2211 860.
BHB Village Market. From 8.30am, along
mainstreet on BHB Rd. Contact Jodie Judd
manager@blockhousebay.org or ph 09 626 5081.
Last Saturday of each month.

WHERE IT’S AT:
BHB = Blockhouse Bay
GB = Green Bay
NL = New Lynn
BHBCC = Blockhouse Bay Community Centre,
524 BHB Rd, Blockhouse Bay.
GBCH = Green Bay Community House,
1 Barron Drive, Green Bay.
NLCC = New Lynn Community Centre,
45 Totara Ave, New Lynn.

MAY
Sat 14 Community Market. 7am – 12noon at
BHBCC. 2nd & last Saturdays each month. Contact
Terry 027 2211 860.
Wed 18 How to become a Lion - Information
Night. 7.30pm, Lions’ Den, Blockhouse
Community Centre. Nibbles and refreshments.
Enjoy socialising with a fun group of like-minded
people while helping make our local and global
community a better place. Opportunities to train
in leadership, communications, and many other
skills from Lions Clubs International. Obtain
invitation at www.bhbl-lions.org/wanted to meet
the Blockhouse Bay-Lynfield Lions Club and see
how you can make a difference as a Lion.

JUNE
Village Market.
Sun 15 The Fair: Antiques, Collectables and
Crafts. 9.30am – 2pm at BHBCC. Large collection of
antiques, collectables, memorabilia, and crafts. $2/
adult. Proceeds towards Armanasco House.
Sat 21 New Lynn Lions Monthly Book Sale.
8am – 4pm at New Lynn Friendship Club, 3063
Gt Nth Road, New Lynn (down the driveway). All
books, DVDs, CDs, videos and jigsaw puzzles just
$1. Magazines 5 for $1. Drop off books for donation
Thursdays between 9 & 11am or on the day.
Sun 22 Brunch at French Bay - Food Truck
Sundays. 9am – 2pm at French Bay Yacht Club. A
stunning location for some of the best street food
and live music in Auckland. A zero-waste event.
Updates: facebook.com/Greenbaystreetfood

MINI SERIES REVIEW

Nightmare Alley
Been a while since a review thanks
to a few unforeseen circumstances
including COVID but back now, I think.
This one we caught on Disney+, but it’s
also on Neon.
Set in early 40s Americana, Bradley
Cooper is Stan, a showman and
scheister who gets schooled in the
art of carnival mentalist and escalates
his ‘talent’ into a full-blown con
industry. Trouble is, what goes up must
come down and, squeal as he may,
comeuppance is eventually meted out.
Dark with shades of Tod Browning’s
Freaks, we have such luminaries as Cate
Blanchett, Muriel herself Toni Collette,
Ron Perlman, Willem Dafoe, Mary
Steenburgen, and Rooney Mara all in

Sat 4 Avondale-Waterview Historical Society
meets 2pm St Ninians Hall, St Georges Rd,
Avondale. Meetings every 2nd month, on 1st Sat.
Open to all. Avondale.org.nz for details.

Brunch at French Bay - Food Truck Sundays.

by Geoff Horne

Movie Review #4865

support, which makes for a fine sojourn
as our Bradley negotiates through twists
and turns, all the while trying to stay one
step ahead of exposure.
Remake of a 1947 effort with Tyrone
Power, Guillermo del Toro gives it the
Tim Burton treatment, and while we feel
some sympathy for the antihero, we are
secretly happy that we know he really is
nothing more than a common cad and
deserves everything he gets.
Nicely done with fine performances all
round.

8/10
More reviews at:
bhb.nz/movie-reviews-with-geoff
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Dr Nitin Raniga Orthodontist
BDS (Otago), DclinDent (Otago),
MOrth RSCEd, MRACDS (Orth)

6 Exminster Street, Blockhouse Bay
Ph: 09 627 3555

nitin@aucklandortho.co.nz
www.aucklandortho.co.nz
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Insert the missing letter to complete an
eight-letter word reading clockwise or
anticlockwise. Previous solution: LOYALIST

Fill in the missing letter
to make an eight-letter
word which can read
either clockwise or
anticlockwise

Puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz
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WordBuilder

WordBuilder

How many words of three or more
letters, including plurals, can you
make from the six letters, using
each letter only once? No foreign
words or words beginning with
a capital are allowed. There's at
least one six-letter word.

R A B C F I

Good 9 VG 12 Excellent 15

WordWheel:
Sudoku
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Across: 1. Insipid, 5. Tableau, 9. Press, 10. Spotlight, 11. Therefore, 12. Corgi,
13. Stoop, 15. Emphasise, 18. Spectator, 19. Alibi, 21. Appal, 23. Transient, 25.
Dominance, 26. Prang, 27. Lessens, 28. Traitor.
Down: 1. Impetus, 2. Stevedore, 3. Passé, 4. Dishonest, 5. Trove, 6. Balaclava,
7. Eager, 8. Untwine, 14. Petulance, 16. Permanent, 17. Itinerant, 18. Scandal,
20. Integer, 22. Pumps, 23. Tines, 24. Sepia.

Sudoku

3

8
1
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Down
1. Momentum (7)
2. Wharfie (9)
3. Outdated, no
longer stylish (5)
4. Fraudulent (9)
5. A source of
treasure (5)
6. Cap that covers the
head and neck (9)
7. Keen (5)

8. Unravel (7)
14. Irritability (9)
16. Enduring (9)
17. Peripatetic (9)
18. Disgraceful event
(7)
20. A whole number
(7)
22. Siphons (5)
23. Prongs (5)
24. Reddish-brown
colour (5)

2

4
9
5
7
3
8
1
2
6

26. Crash (5)
27. Decreases (7)
28. Turncoat (7)

1

IMMINENT

Across
1. Bland (7)
5. A dramatic scene
(7)
9. Print media (5)
10. Illuminate (9)
11. Consequently (9)
12. Small dog (5)
13. Bend slightly (5)
15. Stress (9)
18. Onlooker (9)
19. Legal defence (5)
21. Horrify (5)
23. Fleeting (9)
25. Superiority (9)

8

air, arc, bar, barf, bra,
cab, car, carb, crab, crib,
fab, FABRIC, fair, far, fib,
fir, rib.

Quick crossword
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Sea Scouts go camping at Pararaha Valley
A summer highlight for the New Lynn
Sea Scouts is Founders Weekend, held
in honour of the birthday of Robert
Baden-Powell, who founded the Scouts
movement in 1908. The scouts made
the most of the weekend, focusing
on ‘back to basics’ bushcraft skills,
learning how to make survival shelters
and build fires.
Founders Weekend is also the time when
service awards are presented to leaders.
This year two leaders at New Lynn David Brown and David Clarihew - were
honoured with the Bronze Tiki Award
in recognition of their contribution to
Scouting over the past decade.
Both Davids got involved after bringing
their respective daughters to the group
and it wasn’t long before they became
leaders. While the daughters have since
completed their journey through Scouts,
their fathers have stayed on board – after
all, the big kids are allowed to have fun
as well! They both find it a very rewarding
way to serve the community.

L-R At the Tunnel Track campsite, Zara looks on as Samuel and Alex (dressed for the occasion) finish preparing
their ‘gourmet’ meal while Willow focuses on the girls’ meal preparation - sushi.

Autumn saw a welcome return to
tramping and camping in the Waitakere
Ranges for the New Lynn Sea Scouts.
With so many tracks closed over
recent years due to kauri die back, this
adventure playground has largely been
off limits.
Camp was set up at the Tunnel Track
campsite in the Pararaha Valley and the
afternoon was spent exploring. The lack
of people over recent years has obviously
given the wildlife a break with many large
eels seen basking undisturbed in the
sun as the Scouts wandered up the river.
To Renzo’s surprise and delight, a small
eel even swam into his drink bottle as he
filled it up in the river. The eel eventually
decided it preferred the river.
For mealtime it was suggested that,
rather than their staple of noodles
the scouts be more adventurous with
their food choices. Taking this to heart
Samuel and Alex produced caviar and
lobster on a bed of noodles for their
evening meal, which they appropriately
ate wearing dinner jackets!

Time for a boil up; a test to see how quickly they could build a fire and bring a litre of water to the boil.
L-R Thomas, Mayer, Marshall, Fletcher.

Are you up for a bit of adventure?
The New Lynn Sea Scout Group caters for boys and girls aged 5 - 19 years. So
if you want a slice of the action on the water, or to go camping and explore
the awesome adventure playground that we are blest with out West, then give
Andrew a call on 027 6939 756 or check out www.newlynn.seascouts.org.nz for
more details.

