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Editorial

What to give an 80-year-old on his birthday?
My dad Geoff Brebner turned eighty
last month and so we gathered in
Coromandel Town to celebrate with
extended family. My family’s roots are
deep in the Coromandel, Port Charles
to be precise, however my dad and his
siblings were brought up in Avondale.
Dad, went to Avondale Primary,
Intermediate and College, as his dad
was Avondale’s stationmaster for a time.
Pops, as dad called his father, was a
veteran of WW1 having served with the
Otago Infantry Battalion. He was also a
founding member of the Avondale RSA
and part of a committee that in 1947
organised a fundraiser which involved
purchasing a brick for five shillings,
and which for 2/6d could also have the
benefactor’s name inscribed on it. As Dad
recalls it, Pops bought a brick for himself
and the younger four of his six children,
all with their names inscribed.
Dad must have been about eight at the
time. He recalls walking along St Georges
Road with is dad to the Glenburn
brickworks and saw all these bricks on

ALL ENQUIRIES:
Kerrie Subritzky, Editor & Advertising
p 027 290 4444 e kerrie@bhb.nz
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Kerrie Subritzky

pallets ready to go through
the kiln, with names
stamped on them. The
raw clay was white and
probably a bit too perfect
for a mischievous 8-yearold, so young Geoffrey
picked off some of the
sharp corners of the bricks.
For 70-odd years these
inscribed bricks stood as
part of a brick wall at the
old Avondale RSA premises
in Layard Street, which
was demolished in 2018.
The bricks that survived
the sledgehammer were
relocated to an alley behind
the RSA’s new premises in
Rosebank Road, and there
they remain.
A few months back,
my husband John, having Geoff is reunited with his brick after 73 years.
heard the story of the
We’ve compiled a few more stories from
bricks, poked around and
miraculously came up with two with the the annals of Avondale RSA’s history and
name Brebner on them. And one of them you can find them on page 4. We really
hope you enjoy this issue. It’s a little larger
was Dads.
So, what do you give an eighty-year-old than usual thanks to the generous support
on his birthday? Old Spice? Socks? A nice of our advertisers. If you would like to be
part of October’s issue, as a contributor or
cardy?
advertiser, make sure you get in touch with
No.
You give him a brick with his name on Kerrie. Everything you need to know is in
the box to the left on this page.
it.

Design: Spinc Media • www.spincmedia.com
Printer: Beacon Print Whakatane 07 307 9562
Next edition: October
Deadline: Thursday, 19th September
Published Tuesday, 3rd August
Circulation: 23,000
OUTSIDE OUR DELIVERY AREA?
Pick up from:
• BHB Community Centre
• BHB Bay Library
• New Lynn Library
• Green Bay Community House
• Avondale Library
• Avondale Community Centre
• Lynfield YMCA
Members of
Copyright: Information in the Beacon BHB is copyright and
cannot be published or broadcast without the permission
of Beacon BHB. The opinions expressed herein are not
necessarily those of the publisher or editor.

TAKING YOUR BUSINESS FORWARD

Dentists:

Dr. Peter Raymond BDS
Dr. Haydn Gray BDS

Emergency
appointments
Oral Health
Therapists:
Rebecca and Kylie

Phone: 627-9970
www.bhbdental.co.nz
3A Heaphy Street
(by the roundabout)

• Accounting | Taxation
• Trust and asset protection
• Payroll | GST | FBT
• Company formation
• Business and succession planning

www.baytax.co.nz
Phone 09 627 1706 | Fax 09 627 1709
Email office@baytax.co.nz
8 Donovan St, Blockhouse Bay
(opposite Countdown)

SERVING
OUR
COMMUNITY
SINCE 2002

New challenge for Moana
After eight years as coordinator for the
Green Bay Community House, Moana
Cook has left to take up a new role, just
down the road in New Lynn.
Her association with Green Bay’s
community house began fifteen years
ago as a volunteer at playgroup when
her boys started there. She also started
the Japanese Playgroup, was involved in
various activities with the kids, and was
part of the governance committee before
eventually moving into the office.
Moana is proud of her work with the
small Green Bay team and is happy that she
leaves it in a good place. She had long seen
the potential for the house as a community
hub and has great satisfaction knowing that
locals see it as their place, and have taken
ownership of it. It’s a place where people
get together and connect with others.
Moana attributes the success of the
house, and its welcoming, inclusive

Green Bay farewells Moana Cook.

vibe to the way she was raised by her
grandfather. “He was widely involved
in community work and our house was
always full of folks from all walks of life,”
she says. “So it’s second nature to look
after other people and encourage them
to try new things, because that’s been my
upbringing.”

“There are so many activities that the
house gets used for now, like street food
events, fairs and markets, and as a venue for
school holiday programmes and children’s
birthday parties. It really has become the
hub of the community,” she says.
But after eight years Moana felt like
it was time for a change, so when the
opportunity arose to be programme
coordinator for both New Lynn and
Avondale Community Centres, she
couldn’t say no.
“My role now is to look after people
in the community who want to activate
their group or activity, so we support
these groups to run in any way we can.
I work with a great bunch of people and
I’m really enjoying the new challenges and
learning opportunities,” she says.
“New Lynn is still close to home and
I look forward to building some new
relationships across the Whau”.

YOUR C&R CANDIDATE FOR WHAU
The Whau area is: Avondale, Blockhouse Bay, Glenavon, Green Bay, Kelston, New Lynn, New Windsor and Rosebank

TRACY

MULHOLLAND
C&R CANDIDATE FOR WHAU WARD
COUNCILLOR - AUCKLAND COUNCIL

For a stronger voice
on Auckland Council
www.tracymulholland.co.nz
Authorised by Kit Parkinson, 107 Great South Rd, Auckland.
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Avondale RSA: The Early Years
In 2008 the Avondale RSA published
a 75th Anniversary book documenting
some of its history since its inception in
1933. It’s a fascinating read and we’ve
picked out a few interesting snippets
from days gone by, many of which came
from editions of the Club newsletter,
Standfast.
Sponsored Bricks
Formed in 1933, the Avondale RSA
grew through many premises. One project
to convert an old shop into clubrooms in
1947, was funded by selling bricks for five
shillings. The name of the purchaser was
inscribed into the brick. These bricks were
then made into a wall at the front of the
club at 7 Layard Street.
The move to new premises in 2018
meant that the wall made of sponsored
bricks had to be demolished. Most
of the bricks survived the demolition
and the RSA is making these bricks
available to family members who
want to collect them. For a list of the
names go to the online version of this
story at www.bhb.nz, or contact the
Avondale RSA.
The Ladies
During the war many of the Avondale
women were members of the local
Patriotic League. They raised money and
made gifts for the men fighting overseas.
At this time membership to the Returned
Soldiers’ Association was open to returned
servicemen only. Later, women were
allowed to enter the premises for dance
nights, prepare food for ANZAC Day
celebrations, and eventually having their
own Ladies Section.

Annual Club Picnic
The annual club picnic was arranged
for Oneroa on Saturday 30th January
1937. The S.S. Duchess was booked
to take members and friends on the
picnic. However, it had to be postponed
indefinitely in the interest of the
children’s health, due to infantile paralysis
restrictions.
The Club Dinghy
The Club purchased a 16ft dinghy for
members to use, with a small charge for
the upkeep. It was called Playmate and
the inaugural sailing was a success with
the party of five bringing back sixteen
snapper. On the second day a member
named Skipper Wall who had sailed
the seven seas took the boat out, but he
had not sailed the seven channels of the

Auckland harbours and sailed onto a
mud bank in the Manukau Harbour. He
was left high and dry until the next tide,
finally being rescued from the bank at
10.30pm by fellow member T. Davis with
the assistance of rollers. Skip was not seen
in the clubrooms for some time after that.
Early Meeting Places
Meeting places for the members, were
many and varied, from the Oddfellows
Hall to a Quonset hut at the back of the
grounds in Layard Street. The first floor
of the Avondale Hall and Theatre was the
meting place in the early 1940s. After
WWII, the Quonset hut was moved to
the Layard St site. It had been previously
used by the American Forces as a hospital
building. Unfortunately, it was destroyed
by fire in 1958.
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Young and old celebrate 60 years of scouting
A huge amount of research went on
behind the scenes for the open day held
recently to celebrate Blockhouse Bay’s
Iona Scouts’ 60th anniversary.
Alongside the displays of memorabilia
and activities from the past 60 years were
items and activities showing what Scouts
get up to nowadays, such as a stand to race
the cars that they had made, tents, and an
activity using the new sewing machines
donated by The Trusts. Iona Scouts would
like to thank Little Scientists who kindly
donated the kids prizes for the event
www.littlescientists.co.nz.
Many past members and leaders came
along, some travelling quite a distance
to be at the event – founding members
Shirley and Bob Goddard’s son Allan
Goddard attended from the Waikato, and
ex-leader Gill Bagnall also travelled from
Tauranga to be there. A highlight of the
day was local ex-Scout Bob Caley who
brought in his Queen’s Scout award to
show the group. This is the highest award
achievable in the Scouting movement in

Scout leaders, past and present.

the Commonwealth, and Bob believes he
was the third in the world to achieve it.
Scouts who attended received a badge
which was made specially to commemorate
the occasion, and the image of this badge
was put on the celebration cake.
Iona Scouts are grateful for the many
hardworking volunteers over the 60

years who have helped the group survive
and thrive, positively contributing to
countless numbers of children. It’s a
huge achievement for a small voluntary
organization, making it a very special
celebration for this dedicated scout group.
See more photos on our website:
www.bhb.nz

Ross

CLOW
Whau
Council

Bring your family and friends and enjoy what
we have to offer: TAB, pool tables, darts,
indoor bowls, raffles and gaming room.

T: 09 826 3937
M: 027 404 0129
19 Cutler Street, New Lynn, Auckland.

Reggis Rego

CA, CPP, MBA, BCom.

reggis.ca@gmail.com
www.bizaide.co.nz
Tax returns - Income Tax, GST, FBT.
Accounting - Cost & Management.
Business Advisory Services.

Go the Whau!
@whaulabour

Authorised by: Clare Hargrave, 16 Minnehaha Ave, Titirangi
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Straight Talk

by Stephen Taylor

www.relationshipmatters.org.nz

Answers to questions you never thought to ask
Having been working one on one with
people for nearly 30 years, it makes
sense that over this time I would have
accumulated a plethora of information
about all sorts of things. I’ve often
found when I’m sitting with a client
that something of use would float to
the surface. It got me thinking: if I
was to randomly pick five pieces of
information that could be helpful to
someone, what might they be? Here’s
what I came up with:
School uniforms etc: If a family is
struggling to afford school uniforms,
BYOD devices, stationery, etc, Work
& Income offer a Special Needs loan to
anyone who needs it (i.e. the applicant
doesn’t need to be on a benefit to get
the help). One phone call to their 0800
number, some eligibility questions, and a
green card wings its way to the applicant,
made out to a supplier. The loan is interest

free, and can be paid back for as little as
$10.00 per week. www.workandincome.
govt.nz/eligibility/children/schooluniforms-and-stationery.html
Legal advice: If someone needs legal
advice, but would struggle to afford the
fees, the New Zealand Law Society fund
the Community Law Centre Programme
which provides free legal advice to
applicants. They have an 0800 service,
or applicants can simply walk into their
local branch. There is also a very helpful
online Community Law Manual on their
website: www.communitylaw.org.nz/ourlaw-centres
Teens going through stuff: The
parents and caregivers of young people
and teenagers who suffer experiences
of grief can have a really hard time
sourcing appropriate support. There is a
programme called “Seasons of Growth”
which runs supervisor-led peer support

groups to assist young people through
these harrowing times: www.kidslink.
co.nz/services-view/seasons-for-growth
Family Services Directory: When help
is needed, it can be a bit of a nightmare
for people at times trying to work out
who does what, and where. The NZ Govt
has compiled an online Family Services
Directory. www.familyservices.govt.nz/
directory
Scholarships:
When
considering
engaging in study, the opportunity to
secure a scholarship provides significant
reassurance and assistance towards this
goal. A website called “Generosity NZ”
has compiled nearly all of the scholarships
available in one place, and information
pertaining to the necessary application
criteria: www.generosity.org.nz
You never know who a list like this
might help - so please drop me a line and
let me know if it does!

SHOP LOCAL - EAT LOCAL - SPEND LOCAL - ENJOY LOCAL - IT’S YOUR COMMUNITY

New Lynn Business Association
Superb Business Awards 2019

ANZ (Sponsor and Committee

member)

Team Robbie and Vish - Best Professional
Services, Musashi Restaurant,
Mix Moon Restaurant

Amelda Tasila,
Sitendra Singh,
Kathy Jameson
– Supreme Award
Winner, Tracy Mu
lhollan

d

Guests

Nominees - Best Professional

Services

Past NLBA Chairpersons: Phil Parker, Joanna Kiro, Dinesh Mani

Hello Beacon readers!
It is an absolute privilege to be writing to all of you at this time. Less
than three months ago, on 29 May 2019, I spoke for the first time in
Parliament in my maiden speech as a List MP for the National Party.
That I am the first ever New Zealander of Filipino descent to have ever
become a Member of Parliament in New Zealand is a tribute to the
National Party’s recognition of the value and strength in inclusivity
and diversity.
I am keen and excited at the opportunity to meet you all, to be able
to speak and listen to you all. I am in the process of sourcing an office
space so that there will be a place for us to meet.

Committee and Contractors

David Cullen New Wor
ld New Lynn
Best Retail Business
Award

Nominees Best Bar and Eatery. Category winner - Lonestar

For now, we have planned a series of public meetings on topics close
to my heart: Firstly with Families Matter on 4 September, 7:30pm, at
the Armanasco House in Blockhouse Bay; followed by one on Safety
Matters on 2 October, 7:30pm, at the Avondale Community Centre;
and on Business Matters on 8 November, 7:30pm, at the Titirangi
Community House. I hope that you will take these opportunities to
let me know your concerns and thoughts to let me get to know you.

Thank you to all New Lynn businesses who
participated in the inaugural awards

As a brief introduction to myself, I invite you to view the video of my
maiden speech. This may be found in the Parliament website simply
by a google search for “Paulo Garcia New Zealand Parliament” or
by typing this link into your web browser:

Congratulations to the winners and nominees

parliament.nz/en/mps-and-electorates/members-of-parliament/
garcia-paulo
I have been married to the love of my life for close to 28 years and we
have 4 wonderful daughters. Life has presented our family with many
challenges and big adventures. Through all this we have learnt to
work very hard for each other and for others and that finding joy in
little things is achievable despite hard times. That it is this joy that
enables the strong relationships that carry us forward.
Paulo Garcia
Auckland-based list Member of Parliament

Authorised by Paulo Garcia MP, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Warren Piper

Sitendra Singh

CHAIRPERSON

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON

Piper Commercial Properties

021 0261 5021

Dale Mays

Nicola Donald

TREASURER

COMMITTEE MEMBER

McDonalds

New Lynn RSA

021 757 288

827 3411

Alex Watson

Frances Liang

Chintan Patel

Tracy Mulholland

COMMITTEE MEMBER

COMMITTEE MEMBER

COMMITTEE MEMBER

021 287 2296

The Wardroom

Lexon Financial Planning

827 6528

827 1060

ANZ Bank

Hell Pizza

PO BOX 15456, New Lynn, Auckland 0640
email newlynnbid@gmail.com
www.newlynnbusinessassociation.net.nz

CONTRACT MANAGER

Amelda Tasila

CONTRACT SECRETARY/
ASSISTANT

021 264 3188

WANT TO KNOW MORE
facebook.com/
newlynnbusinessassociation
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Inaugural NLBA Superb Business Awards

Best Bar or Eatery nominees.

Best Professional Services Nominees

.

Best Retail Business nominees.

The New Lynn RSA was the venue
for a glitzy gala awards ceremony
last month. Guests walked in on the
red carpet and each posed for a starquality photograph by Focal Point
Photography in front of a beautiful
arbour of orange and white flowers.
They walked into a reception room
stunningly styled and decorated by
Covers Decoration Hire with a black and
white theme highlighted throughout with
orange and gold right down to the final
details. It was magnificent.
The occasion was the inaugural New
Lynn Business Association Superb
Business Awards. Thirty-two nominees
had been judged in three categories: Best
Retail Business; Best Professional Services;
and Best Bar or Eatery.
An aura of excitement and conviviality

Exceptional businesses recognised
was present around the tables as the
guests progressed through a series of
mouth-watering and beautifully plated
hors d’oeuvres, canapes and mini meals,
expertly catered by the talented Nicola
Donald from The Ward Room café.
Between courses, hilarious MC Michael
burst onto the stage to the rousing music
of Barry White, plenty of tall tales at the
ready to entertain the guests, and eventually
announcing the category winners, who were:
• New World New Lynn for Best Retail
Business
• Team Robbie and Vish for Best
Professional Services
• Lone Star for Best Bar or Eatery
• YOU Travel who took out the Supreme
Award
Kathy Jameson, owner of YOU Travel
New Lynn, was taken by surprise when
announced winner of the Supreme Award.
“I entertained a small hope I might have
been in the running for Best Retail,” she
said, “but was blown away when they
called my name for the Supreme Award.
It’s such an honour!”
The judging process was robust and
rigorous involving weeks of background
checks, on-site visits, three tier judging.
These inaugural awards were almost a
year in the making, with NLBA contract
manager Tracy Mulholland proposing
the Superb Business Awards in late 2018.
It is a credit to everyone involved in the
organisation of the evening how smoothly
and glamorously the event proceeded. It
was a fabulous opportunity to showcase
some of New Lynn’s finest businesses.
Plans are already underway for next
year’s event.

Supreme Award winner Kathy Jameson from YOU Travel.

Guests Bruce Wootton, Navin Sharma, Yashwant Solanki, Sitendra Singh, Kavit Singh, ANZ
representative Frances Liang, Sophia Chin enjoying the evening.

“We are travel professionals with extensive
travel experience and a passion for creating
amazing holidays. Please come to us when
you’re ready for your next travel adventure”

Kathy Jameson, Owner
Tina Ripley, Senior Consultant
MC Michael.

09 827 4917
12 Delta Avenue,
New Lynn, Auckland
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Getting to know our business community

Advertorial

Tracy Mulholland, Whau Ward
Councillor candidate for C&R
Hello, I am Tracy Mulholland,
candidate for Whau Ward Councillor,
seeking to represent you around the
Auckland Council table for the next
three years. I live in the Whau and have
for many years.
The local body election is not about
me, nor should it be about any candidate
seeking public office. This election ought
to be a contest of ideas; about listening to
residents and ratepayers and responding
to the needs of our community.
This election should also not be
about current elected Auckland Council
members claiming credit for things that
have been achieved long-term by the
Whau Local Board and the dedicated
people who’ve advocated long term for
projects to meet resident needs.
This election is about you. Your
expectations. Your priorities and your
right to be represented by someone who is
accessible, who will represent your views
and work for the residents. I do just that
and will continue to.
As the Whau Local Board Chairperson
for past three years my term has been
about delivery and working for you.
Although others seek to claim credit for
all the great things achieved in this term at
the Whau Local Board my approach has
been to listen and take action.
I am your nominated C&R
Communities and Residents candidate
for Whau Ward Councillor because you
deserve a constituent-councillor who will
• continue to advocate for and restore the
“local” in local government
• place your needs ahead of party politics
• attend to the priorities of residents and
ratepayers here in our part of Auckland.
To respond to residents, I continue
to stand by the need to implement the
major projects we have achieved funding
for. Projects achieved such as the new
multi-million dollar new library and
community centre,
the local board
One Local Initiative -$105 million for

Phil Bennet, Whau local.

the Whau Pool and Recreation centre,
and funding to community groups:
Eco Matters, Community Waitakere,
The Whau River Environmental Trust,
Whau Arts and multiple other locally
funded community-led projects. We have
supported Maori responsiveness projects,
parks and local playground facilities and
the first time developed local plans for
Pacific and Ethnic communities.
This past term has been an answer to
your call for ongoing funding for the
Glenavon and Kelston Hubs, the Green
Bay Community House, Blockhouse Bay
and New Lynn Community Centre’s places you use and have asked us to support.
In working for the community, as chair
I’ve insisted on transparency - when there’s
a matter of public interest or a Code of
Conduct and a finding delivered, we
make these public, so you know what is
going on and can make informed choices.
It’s time to stop the old cronyism and
multiple appointments to boards and
other elected positions.
I get that you want councillors who serve
you, not political parties with agendas that are
hidden from the public eye. Take a moment

to look at the facts about past spending,
Council debt, lacking infrastructure, traffic
congestion, beaches and waterways you
cannot swim in, and a questionable public
transport system. We desperately need good
policies around urban regeneration and
growth - your interests must be served to
grow a viable Auckland.
My
background
in
economic
development
and
town
centre
regeneration has given me commercial
acumen to do the job, years of work in the
area has proven this.
As I knock on doors, people tell
me about illegally dumped rubbish,
stormwater drains full of leaves, transport
issues, damage to walkways and creaking
infrastructure that struggles to cope with
apparently unfettered infill housing.
I take up constituent cases and requests
because that is my job. As your Whau
Ward Councillor on Auckland Council,
your constituent needs are my number
one priority.
For my policy platforms please visit my
website www.tracymulholland.co.nz
Authorised by Kit Parkinson
107 Great South Rd Auckland.
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Saving the Family Holiday!

by John Subritzky

Peter Scherf, Waikowhai Auto Shoppe
You’ve been looking forward to your
family holiday for months. Then, days
before you are due to leave, your car
throws a major wobbly. The dismal
prospect of a delayed or abandoned
holiday replays through your mind like
a Chevy Chase movie.
We were faced with exactly that scenario
last Easter; days away from a once in a
lifetime adventure with the NZ Military
Vehicle Club (NZMVC) to spend the
weekend living on base at Waiouru
Military Camp, our 28-year-old Land
Rover boiled over on the motorway.
What to do? Despite Land Rover trying
to turn all owners into mechanics since
1948, I refuse to submit and prefer to
employ a professional. So it was off to
Waikowhai Auto Shoppe where Peter
Scherf and Keegan Maisey got straight
onto it and pulled out the radiator. When
Keegan inadvertently unbolted the bonnet
stay, the Landie bit him, but life happens,
right? The radiator guy recommended a
new core for $1,400 but the parts would
not be available before Easter.
Solution: fix the damage to the radiator,
clean it out and give it a go. Peter and
Keegan are both talented mechanics who
just love to get broken things going again,
and actually this turned out to be one
of the easier repairs – Peter had already
rebuilt the transfer box earlier.
What is the value of a family holiday?
What is it worth to find a tradesman who
you can trust? Peter has looked after my
vehicles for over a decade, and has kept
our 80-year-old 1940 Dodge pickup
humming. I’ve used the “desperately need
help” card several times - the old wagons
seem to know when they are about to

Isaac takes the Land Rover for a swim at Waiouru.

leave the warm garage on a long trip and
they often dig their toes in just when you
are ready to go. However last year, Peter
did a superb job of preparing the Dodge
for us before we drove down to Warbirds
Over Wanaka - a four week, 4,000km trip
completed with no mechanical issues.
Peter loves old vehicles and has a 1955
Dodge of his own. Nothing is a problem
to him. He first got into mechanics in
1982 and fondly remembers his father
messing around with the old British
cars of the day. Peter says “It feels good
helping someone out who is in a desperate
situation. We drop whatever we are doing
to fix the problem to make their day
better.”
The day I did this interview, a long-time
customer named Trevor had just had his
car repaired, serviced and warranted. Trev
used to live just around the corner from
the workshop and became friends with
Peter. Now Trev lives in Tauranga but still
comes back a couple of times a year to

Photo: John Subritzky

get his car serviced and the WOF done at
Waikowhai.
Peter is married to Deran and they
have two sons. Deran says that Peter has
a real passion for all things mechanical.
After working all day on cars, he comes
home and relaxes watching more car and
mechanical shows on the internet.
The Easter trip played out well - both the
Landie and the Dodge drove to Waiouru
and back ok, as well as roaming all over the
63,000ha training area. It was a fantastic
experience with like-minded friends.
Our son Isaac and his girlfriend Monica
drove the Land Rover and he gave it heaps
up hill and down. Possibly trying too
hard to impress, he broke away from the
convoy and headed for a large puddle. He
powered into the water and promptly got
the Landie bellied on deep tracks made
by the Army’s armoured LAVs. It’s always
funny when someone else gets stuck, and
the team had a few laughs.
Family memories – priceless!

Waikowhai Auto Service Centre | 09 626 2026

Peter Scherf

Repairs, WOFs, Tyres
Classic car & bike
specialist
37 years experience

421 Hillsborough Rd

www. waikowhaiauto.co.nz
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What’s happening
New Lynn Tennis Club Holiday Clinic 30 Sep – 3
Oct and 7-10 Oct, 9am – 12noon. $75. Rackets
are provided. Ages 7 – 15 years. 13 Fruitvale Rd,
New Lynn. Ph Tracy on 021 806 992 or email
tennisnewlynn@gmail.com

SEPTEMBER
Wed 4th Families Matter Public meeting with
Paulo Garcia, National List MP based in Auckland.
7:30pm, at Armanasco House in Blockhouse Bay.
See article p6.
7-8 Love Tennis Weekend 1-4pm both days.
Fun, free event for people of all ages who would
like to try out, or get back into tennis, involves
127 tennis clubs nationwide, including local clubs
New Lynn and Lynfield. Free sausage sizzle and
refreshments and other fun activities.
Sat 14th Community Market 7am – 12noon at
BHB Community Centre.
Sat 14th Fresh Finds Market 9am – 2pm at New
Lynn Community Centre – Fresh Finds Market
is not just a produce market, the main hall will
be full of crafters, organic natural homemade
products, entertainment, community fundraisers
AND foodies are really the stars of the show! To
continue as a monthly event held second Saturday
of each month.

Fresh Finds Market more than just food!

Blockhouse Bay Primary
would love to hear
from you if you have
a child starting school
in 2020 and live within
our school zone.
Please contact the
school office on 627-9940 or email
leanneh@blockhousebay.school.nz
for further information

Online community calendar at www.bhb.nz

OCTOBER

Lots to see at the Antiques Fair.
Sun 15th The Fair (Antiques and Crafts) 9.30-2pm
at BHB Community Centre. Admission $2 which goes
towards upkeep of Armanasco House.
Sun 15th Eden hit out day 11am – 2pm, War
Memorial Park, 41 Gifford Ave, Mt Roskill. Come
along and give tee ball or softball a go this season.
Bring your friends. Free sausage sizzle. Contact
Karyn McCarty 027-686-6055, edenroskillsoftball@
gmail.com.
Tues 17th Titirangi U3A (includes BHB, Green Bay,
New Lynn, Glen Eden & Kelston. 1pm at West Lynn
Gardens, 73 Parker Avenue, New Lynn. Usually
meets 4th Tuesday of the month.
Sat 21st Planning meeting for Lynfield
Community Fun Day 3pm at Melba Café Lynfield.
Come along if you want to be involved, or ph Ralph
Shirley 021 57 9966 or Ella Kumar 021 0477 642
for info.
Sun 22nd Brunch at French Bay - Hello Spring
9-2pm French Bay Yacht Club, French Bay. Back
again for another food truck feast, delicious coffee,
entertainment and one of the best views around for
Brunch.
Sat 28th Community Market 7am – 12noon at BHB
Community Centre.
Sat 28th Blockhouse Bay Village Market. From
8.30am, along mainstreet on Blockhouse Bay Rd.
Contact Jodie Judd manager@blockhousebay.org or
ph 09 626 5081.

Wed 2nd Dr Parmjeet Parmar, National List MP
based in Mt Roskill invites you to share your views
at an afternoon tea with Simon Bridges, Leader
of the Opposition. 2:30pm, Royal Oak Bowls, 146
Selwyn St, Onehunga. For further info ph 09 620
6707 or email parmjeet.parmar@parliament.
govt.nz.
Wed 2nd Safety Matters public meeting with
Paulo Garcia, National List MP based in Auckland.
7:30pm, at Avondale Community Centre. See
article p6.
Sun 20th Shed Matters! A place for all. Invitation
to be part of the forming of this group aimed at
growing knowledge and community around tools.
Sharing skills and knowledge, working together
on community projects, mentoring, tool library,
friendship. 2.00-3.30pm at the Scout Hall under
Blockhouse Bay Community Centre. Contact
shedmatters@gmail.com ph 021 290 0851.

NOVEMBER
Fri 8th Business Matters Public meeting with
Paulo Garcia, National List MP based in Auckland.
7:30pm, at Titirangi Community House.
See article p6.
Volunteers wanted: If you would like to
volunteer for these upcoming local events
please contact Ella Kumar on 0210477642.
Puketapapa (Mt Roskill) Diwali event - 18th
October 2019
Puketapapa (Mt Roskill) Local Fun Run - 9th
November 2019 bit.ly/RoskillFunRun

GET INVOLVED IN YOUR COMMUNITY!
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
6th Auckland Girls’ Brigade 6 - 8pm at Iona
Church, 38 Donovan Street, Blockhouse Bay. All
girls 5 years upwards welcome. Contact Dorothy
at dorothy.findlay@xtra.co.nz or 027-275-9592
Auckland Grey Power Assoc 577 Blockhouse
Bay Rd, open Monday to Friday 10.30 till
1pm, or by arrangement. Ph: 626 0895 e:
akgreypowerinfo@gmail.com
Avondale Ladies Probus Club meets 10am 4th
Friday of each month at Church Lounge cnr BHB
Rd and New North Rd. Monthly bus trips also.
More info ph. Beryl 626 5675.
Blockhouse Bay Historical Society meets
at 1pm on the 1st Wednesday, every second
month, at BHB Community Centre. Includes a
guest speaker and a trading table. Upcoming
dates: 2nd Oct, 4th Dec. Contact info@
blockhousebayhistoricalsociety.com or Brian
Goodwin on 09 626-5809.
Blockhouse Bay Ladies Probus meets 10am
to noon 2nd Friday of each month (Feb to Dec) at
BHB Community Centre. Speakers and morning
tea. Outings available 4th Fridays. Enquiries to
Ann Stankovich, Phone 817 8545.
Blockhouse Bay-Lynfield Lions Club Dinner
Meeting 3rd Wednesday of every month bar
Dec-Jan. All welcome Go to www.bhbl-lions.org
to find latest info and to book.
Blockhouse Bay-Lynfield Lions Club Sausage
Sizzle for Lions Projects 2nd and last Saturday
(Market Day) each month outside ASB.

BHB Y’s Walking Club: Meet Mondays &
Wednesdays at 8.30am at BHB Community Centre.
A different walk each week including our monthly
away trips where morning tea is on us! For more info
contact 626 3381 or 837 5441.
Iona Scouts meet under the Blockhouse Bay
Community Centre. Keas (school yrs 1-3) 6-7pm
Cubs (school yrs 4-6) 6.30-8pm Scouts (school yrs
7-10) 6.30-8pm. Contact Colin (021 208 1103) for
more info.
Ladies’ Friendship Club Meets 3rd Monday each
month, 1.30pm at Iona Community Hall, Donovan St,
Blockhouse Bay. Speakers, friendship, outings and
afternoon tea. Contac Lyn 627-9132
Lion Budokan Karate, classes Saturdays, 8-9am
at 231 Whitney Street, BHB. Age 5 years and above.
Visit www.budokan.co.nz or call 09-972-2215 for
more details and for other options.

POWERtalk Waitakere meets 1st & 3rd Wed,
7.30, upstairs at New Lynn Community Centre.
Cat got your tongue? Learn how to speak
with confidence in front of others in a fun and
supportive environment. Contact Sheridan 027
2828-799, 09 828-7999, sheridanr@xtra.co.nz.
Titirangi U3A (includes BHB, Green Bay, Glen
Eden, Kelston & New Lynn) for those aged 50+.
Meets 4th Tuesday of the month (Jan-Nov), 1pm
at West Lynn Gardens, 73 Parker Avenue, New
Lynn. Guest speakers, study/hobby groups -keep
learning, meet new people. Contact 817 5519 or
maggie.u3a.titirangi@gmail.com.
Western Quilters’ Circle 7:30pm at Kelson
Community Centre. Meets last Tuesday of the
month, except December. Contact Michelle
Dawson on 021 148 6888 for more info.
Western Wolves American Football Club
Juniors 13-16 years, Colts 17-19 years, Womens
17+ open grade, Premier Men 20+ open grade.
Further info contact club manager on
021 455 803.

Lynfield Tennis Club caters for all ages and
standards of play, from beginners to advanced with
coaching, social play, club championships and inter
club. Come along and have a go! Located on The
Avenue, Lynfield (opposite Countdown supermarket).
For more information visit www.lynfieldtennis.co.nz
New Lynn Tennis Club Wednesdays 4pm (age 7-10),
5pm (age 11+). Sundays 9am (age 7-10), 10am (age
11+). 13 Fruitvale Rd, New Lynn. Ph Tracy on 021
806 992 or email tennisnewlynn@gmail.com

PUKETAPAPA LOCAL BOARD

Dr Nitin Raniga Orthodontist
BDS (Otago), DclinDent (Otago),
MOrth RSCEd, MRACDS (Orth)

6 Exminster Street, Blockhouse Bay
Ph: 09 627 3555

nitin@aucklandortho.co.nz
www.aucklandortho.co.nz

Authorised by Kit Parkinson, 107 Great South Road, Auckland
For maintenance, contact 021 074 8848

14 • September 2019

LIBRARY LINE-UP

What’s happening
REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
MONDAYS
Indoor Bowls 10am at the Senior Citizens Hall,
524 Bhb Rd. $1
Social Partner Dancing with Move Dance
Co. No experience necessary and no partners
required. Blockhouse Bay Community Centre.
7pm Beginners, 8pm Intermediate, followed by
social hot chocolate at Bodrum Café, Brick Works.
Beginners’ concession available, casual $15. Ph
Hannah, 021 576 210

TUESDAYS
Armanasco House is one of the Bay’s early settler
houses, and is open 10am-2pm Tuesdays for
public interest and information.
Housie Tuesdays at the BHB Community Centre.
Sales from 6.30pm. Starts 7.30pm till 10.00pm.

WEDNESDAYS
Wriggle & Rhyme for 0-2-year olds Wednesdays
9.30 @ BHB Library. Songs, rhymes and gentle
exercise to music for babies and toddlers.
Mainly Music for 0-4 yr olds. Wednesdays
9.30am @ BHB Baptist, 504 BHB Rd. Singing,
dancing, craft, morning tea. Ph Mary 8289027.
Church Service with Communion Wednesdays
9.30am at Church of the Saviour, 2 Kinross St.
Best morning tea in the Bay.
Creative Colouring Class Wednesdays 9.30 12pm, Green Bay Community House. $2 donation.
Drop in any time and bring your own materials.
Enjoy a cup of tea with us. For more info ph 09
827 3300
Indoor Bowls 10am at the Senior Citizens Hall,
524 Bhb Rd. $1

WEDNESDAYS
500 Played Wednesdays 12.30 - 2.30pm at the
Blockhouse Bay Community Centre. Friendly group,
looking for more players. Contact Noel Johnston on
627-8306.

THURSDAYS
Activity Corner Thursdays from 9.30am
(for morning tea) at the Senior Citizens Hall 524
Bhb Rd. $1
Preschool Storytime Thursdays 10.30 @ BHB
Library. Free and fun, learning literacy development
through stories and songs.
Community Singers, Blockhouse Bay practice
Thursdays from 12.30-2.30pm at Blockhouse Bay
Community Centre, and sing at rest homes monthly.
Contact Dawn Carseldine on ph 817 2405 or
ruth52@outlook.co.nz
Knitting Circle Thursdays 1-3pm at the Blockhouse
Bay Library. BYO knitting needles and wool, and join
others in these casual knitting group sessions for all
levels. Experienced knitters available to help.

FRIDAYS
Auckland Grey Power public meeting 1st Friday of
the month, 1-3pm, at the Seniors Hall, 524 Bhb Rd.
Bring and Buy trading table with organic produce,
books, etc. Bring a plate or a donation for coffee and
tea. Open to members and public.
Food Pantry open Fridays 1-3pm at BHB Baptist
Church.

SATURDAYS
Free Dinner 2nd Saturday of the month,
5pm – 7pm, at Iona Presbyterian Church hall,
38 Donovan St BHB. All welcome. For more info
phone 09-627 9845.

EVEREST FINANCIAL SERVICES
Turn your DREAMS into REALITY

Enrolling Now!
• Serving our community for 23 years
• 20 hours free
• Transition to school programme for
4 to 5-year-olds
• Full and half day places available
A: 76 Dundale Ave, Blockhouse Bay
T: 6266 284 (ext 3)
E: kindy@bbcc.org.nz
W: bbck.org.nz

• Home loans
• Business loans
• Personal risk
insurance
• Asset and car
finance
• No obligation
discussion
CONTACT:
Prateek Malhotra
09 215 6912 | Mobile: 021 424 119
info@everesthomeloans.co.nz
557 Blockhouse Bay Road,
Blockhouse Bay
www.everesthomeloans.co.nz
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SATURDAYS
Fresh Finds Market 2nd Saturday of the month,
9am – 2pm at New Lynn Community Centre.
Fresh Finds Market is not just a produce market,
the main hall will be full of crafters, organic
natural homemade products, entertainment,
community fundraisers AND foodies are really the
stars of the show!

Sun 1st – Mon 30th Comic Book
Character Treasure Hunt: Who Am I?
How many comic book characters can
you find and name hiding around the
library? Win a cool prize for the closest
entry!

SUNDAYSCHURCH SERVICES
Blockhouse Bay Baptist, 504 Blockhouse Bay
Rd. Ph 09-626 6980.
Sundays 10am Worship and teaching for all ages,
6.30pm Worship, teaching and coffee
Blockhouse Bay Community Church, 76
Dundale Ave, Blockhouse Bay. Ph 09 626 6284.
Email info@bbcc.org.nz www.bbcc.org.nz
Sundays, 10.30 am service.
Church of the Saviour,
2 Heaphy St. Ph 09-627-8779
Sundays, 9am - Communion service.
11am - Café Style church.
1.30pm - Mandarin service.
4pm - Interdenominational Service.
7pm - Intimate acoustic worship.
Iona Presbyterian Church,
38 Donovan Street, Ph. 09 627 9845
Sundays, 10am service
Lynfield Community Church,
35 The Avenue, Lynfield. Ph 09 626 4141.
Sundays, 9:30am service.
St Dominic’s Catholic Church,
34 Bolton St, ph 09 626 6207
Weekend Masses: Saturday vigil 6:00pm;
Sunday 9:30am
Weekday Masses: Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday 9:15am; Wednesday 7:00pm.

ANTIQUES &
ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES
COLLECTIBLES
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– 2pm
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only

$2

$2
proceeds to upkeep of Armanasco House.

Admission
Proceeds
to upkeep ofonly
Armanasco House

Sat 14th and Sun 15th Superhero
Cardboard Rolls: Become an eco-warriorhero by helping us reuse cardboard rolls
and transforming them into superheroes.
You can add them to our display or take
home to enjoy. No bookings required just
turn up. All ages.
Mon 9th – Sun 15th
Come into Blockhouse Bay Library and
brush up on your basic te reo then take a
fun, short online quiz.
Sat 14th 11am-12.30pm Vegan Living
Presentation. Find out more on how your
food choices affect animals, our health
and the planet by attending this Vegan
Living talk by Amanda Sorrenson and Dr
Mark Craig from the NZ Vegan Society.

September

Everyone is welcome, whether you are
already on a plant-based diet or just ‘veg’
curious.
Thu 19th 11am-12pm Facebook class
for adults. Create a Facebook account
and learn how to connect with friends
and family! Learn how to post messages,
upload photos and videos and more!
Bookings essential.
Wed 11th 9.30-10.00am We will be
celebrating Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori /
Māori Language Week with a special
Wriggle & Rhyme. Bring your babies
along and enjoy learning some fun new
rhymes and songs in te reo Māori.
Thu 12th 10:30-11:00 we will be sharing
some favourite stories and songs for
toddlers and pre-schoolers in English and
te reo Māori.
Recommended reading, by Anita
I have just finished reading these great
books, and was amazed to find they are
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2
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Santa

Blockhouse Bay Village

Sunday, 8 December

Entertainment starts: 9.30am • Parade starts: 10.45am

Join us at the annual
Blockhouse Bay Santa Parade to
celebrate Christmas Around The World!

Proudly
brought to
you by

FREE ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE KIDS
• Bouncy Castle • Face painting and Balloons • Photos with
Santa • Music and Cultural groups • Clowns ... and more!

and with
thanks to

www.blockhousebay.org.nz
/BlockhouseBayVillage

based on real-life events.
Runaway robot by Frank Cottrell-Boyce
is a laugh-out-loud tale about Alfie, who
has an artificial, robotic arm. Alfie finds
a robot called Eric with a missing leg in
the Airport/’s Lost Property and decides
to rescue him. Hiding a six foot six robot
isn’t easy and soon there is hilarious
mayhem everywhere. The real Eric was
the first ever British robot, built in 1928
and can be seen in action at the British
Science Museum.
Song for a whale by Lynne Kelly is a
gentle tale about Iris, a tech genius who
loves fixing things. At school Iris learns
about Blue 55, a whale who is unable to
communicate with other whales and so
called the loneliest whale in the world.
Iris knows just what this feels like as she
is deaf, and now Iris is determined to
contact Blue 55 and let him know that
someone cares.
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Property Matters

by Shalini Shandil

Eclipse Insurance & Mortgage Advisers

Looking to buy your first home?
Visit us first!
Our biggest buzz by far is helping first
home buyers get onto the property
ladder. There’s nothing more rewarding
for us than the excitement of a client
whose offer was just accepted. Buying a
house is likely the biggest purchase you
will ever make, and while it’s definitely
exciting, there are also plenty of pitfalls
for the unwary. Here are a few words of
wisdom from our years of experience:
Don’t fall in love. Your first home is
unlikely to be your dream home, however
it could be a sensible and affordable
first step on the property ladder. Be
dispassionate and keep your expectations
reasonable.
Yes, it really is all about location.
Whoever said “buy the worst house in the
best street” new what they were talking
about.
Consult a mortgage broker. Not only
can they help to obtain a loan, they also
can structure your home loan according
to your ability to pay, and your goals
for repayment. Remember, it’s not the
rate that you pay, but the rate you pay it
off. And a mortgage broker costs YOU
nothing.
Here are 5 important things to check
before buying a home
1. Get your finance sorted first. We’ve
met many would-be homeowners
who have fallen in love with a
property they can’t afford, and they

don’t realise it until they start to
look for finance. Save yourself the
heartache and visit your mortgage
broker to find out how much you
can afford before looking at real
estate online and attending auctions.
2. Research the area you’re interested
in. What are the schools like?
What’s the local traffic like during
rush hour? Are there community
facilities that interest you? Join local
Facebook community groups to get a
feel for the community. Visit the area
at different times to check out the
neighbourhood, take the kids to the
park, go to the cafes etc.
3. Do your homework on the
property. Why is it on the market?
Get the LIM report, and look up the
property report at the council. Find
out the history of this property. Get

your solicitor or conveyancer to do a
title search.
4. Get a building inspection. If you’re
thinking this is the right house
and you’ve done your homework,
spending a few hundred dollars on
a building inspection can save you
thousands in the long run. A builder
can find issues that owners and
tenants may not know exist, such as
failing waterproofing, leaks in the
roof etc.
5. Get legal advice. Get a conveyancer
or solicitor to review the contract.
And hey, we know home ownership isn’t
just about paying the mortgage – there’s
rates, insurance and maintenance that needs
to be factored in as well. To give you a head
start, we are offering up to $1,000 towards
your house insurance premium for all home
loans over $500,000 drawn through Eclipse.

Glenavon community welcomes first residents
The new Housing New Zealand development
in Holbrook Street, Glenavon, has had its
first eleven families move in.
A group of locals - from young to old representing several community organisations
including Glenavon Community Trust,
Glenavon school, Glenavon Early Childhood
Centre, Women at the HUB, Blockhouse
Bay Baptist, as well as Housing New Zealand,
gathered to welcome Glenavon’s newest residents
to the community and deliver gift baskets.
The Housing NZ representative who
addressed the group said that being part of this
experience was truly heart-warming, and spoke
about the importance of working together
with the community to make this transition as
comfortable as possible for the new families.
Organiser Eva WongChiu from the Glenavon
Community Hub, was thrilled with how the day
went, commenting “Moving into a new area can
be a real challenge for people, and we just want
to make sure our new families know that they
are welcome, and to encourage them to be part
of our community.”

New families welcomed to Glenavon.

Photo: Glenavon Community Hub

Advertorial

New café fills gap in market

It was a bit quiet when Dundale Ave Café
and Eatery first opened its doors at the
beginning of the year. But as Auckland
is like a ghost town in January that came
as no surprise to manager Gaurav, and it
wasn’t long before word got around and
the locals started pouring in.
Owner Naresh is no stranger to the
retail food business, with restaurants in
Newmarket and Mt Eden. He felt there
was a gap in the area for a nice café to
serve modern, authentic, home-made
food and great coffee to locals. Turns
out he was right if the online reviews
are anything to go by:

Cafe owner, Naresh.

• “Very impressed with this new café.
The food is simply delicious, and
beautifully presented. Very friendly
staff and the best coffee in a 10-mile
radius.”
• “One of the best new cafés to pop up
in the area. High quality food. Great
service. Eggs bene to die for - 6/5!!!
• “Stoked to find this little oasis
tucked away just round the corner
- awesome staff and a great place
to think, work and/or chat over a
coffee.”
There’s always a weekly special to
offer the diners, and permanent ones
too such as the $5 coffee and muffin
special from 8am – 10am, and a 10%
discount for Gold Card holders.
From 5pm the café is transformed
into an authentic modern Thai
restaurant, which is also getting plenty
of enthusiastic reviews, confirming that
this new eatery is just what was needed
in the area.

DUNDALE
Cafe & Eatery

- Excellent Coffee - Contemporary Menu - Superb Food - Modern Vibe - Perfect Space for Meetings -

September Special:

Get a free coffee with any
breakfast valued above $11
1 per customer. Just mention the Beacon

OPEN: Tuesday to Sunday 8am - 4pm

97 Dundale Ave, Blockhouse Bay
Ph 09 627 9000
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Serviced apartments
brand new plans released!
Priced from $350,000, choose an apartment with views out across
the Manukau Harbour or of the village bowling green.

Serviced apartments are located in the
heart of the village, with easy access to
lounges, dining, and other amenities.
Maintain your independence and enjoy the
warmth and companionship that village life
will have to oﬀer.
Call us to view new plans and ﬁnd out more
about our fabulous new village.

For more information phone
Taryn or Frances on 627 2727
Sales Oﬃce 9 Commodore Drive, Lynﬁeld

Plenty going on at Blockhouse Bay’s Community Centre
Johnny stars in winning documentary:
A familiar face around our centre and
community, sequence dance instructor
and committee member, Mr Johnny
Green is in the limelight again. This time
he was the subject of interest in a short
film entitled Egg Cup Requiem directed by
Prisca Bouchet and Nick Mayow. The film
has won The Madman Entertainment
Jury Prize for the Best New Zealand Short
Film at the 2019 NZ International Film
Festival. The winning short films were
announced on stage at Auckland’s Civic
Theatre last month, and for the first time
in the history of the competition, the
major award went to a documentary.
The Jury citation reads:
“It was yet another year filled with brilliant
shorts, but we couldn’t go past Prisca Bouchet
and Nick Mayow’s Egg Cup Requiem. One of
the hardest things to do in short filmmaking
is make an emotional connection with the
audience but in a mere 12 minutes this
charming film had us laughing and crying
in equal measure. A wonderful deeply felt
story of 89-year-old Johnny Green and his
egg cup collection. We sincerely hope one day
his most treasured piece is returned to him!
This is the first time a documentary short has
won the competition and as champions of
the medium we couldn’t be happier.”
Go Johnny! We look forward to
screening this film at the Community
Centre in the near future.
Conversational English Classes: We

Photo: NZ International Film Festival

Johnny Green stars in Egg Cup Requiem. 

have a new activity running every
Wednesday afternoon from 2.30pm –
3.30pm at the Community Centre – free
conversational English sessions. This is run
by the dedicated student volunteers from
Auckland International College (AIC). A
relaxed and friendly environment where
you can come and practice your English
language skills over a hot cuppa.
These sessions complement our existing,
more structured, free English classes
which run on Mondays and Fridays from
1.15pm – 2.30pm.
Free help with technology: Our lovely
volunteers from AIC are also available on
Wednesdays from 2.30pm – 3.30pm to
assist people who are having difficulties
with devices such as mobile phones,

WANTED

*Free hearing check/trial available to people 18yrs or over,
excludes GP/ENT referrals. Mention this ad to book a free
hearing check. Trial eligibility and model are determined
by the hearing specialist based on their clinical judgement.
Full terms at audika.co.nz. Always read the label and follow
the instructions. Audika New Zealand Limited, Auckland.

tablets, laptops. To register call the
Community Centre office on 626 4980.
Bring your device along with you and
they will endeavour to help you out.
School Holiday Programme: Make sure
you book in early for our school holiday
programme which has limited spaces
available. The programme runs from 30th
September – 11th October. Plenty of fun
stuff such as live theatre productions, food
related fun, roller skating, movies, arts,
crafts and a whole lot more!
AIC Talent Show: The students have been
working hard on their performances for
their annual talent show. Come and enjoy
this event to support this talented bunch
of teens in our community on Wednesday
25th September.

BLOCKHOUSE BAY LOCALS
WITH HEARING LOSS
We’re inviting people in the Blockhouse Bay area to trial
our latest Oticon Opn STM hearing aid range, for free.*
They’re stylish, discreet and have a
rechargeable option too.
To enjoy speech understanding on par
with normal hearing, call Audika now on
0800 569 145 and mention this ad to book
your free* hearing check, or visit audika.co.nz

0800 569 145
TAPS NA11257

20 • September 2019

www.bhb.nz | September 2019 • 21

Rarotongan language experience for Glenavon School
A report from Glenavon School

Deborah Russell
MP for New Lynn

Community catch ups
I am running community based catch ups on
Monday mornings. These are one-on-one
sessions where people can meet with me to
discuss Justice of the Peace applications,
government policy and proposed law changes,
or to talk about local issues.
These 15-minute catch ups are by appointment
at my electorate office - 1885 Great North Rd,
Avondale. The office is accessible and handy to
public transport.
To book a time for these community catch up
sessions, or for enquiries about other matters,
phone 09 820 6245 or email:
newlynnmp@parliament.govt.nz
/deborahrussellfornewlynn
@beefaerie

Authorised by Dr Deborah Russell,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington

Committed Locals Who Will Deliver
The communities of Mt Roskill, Roskill
South, Three Kings, Hillsborough,
Lynfield, Waikowhai and Wesley face
issues which will require leaders with
determination, experience and common
sense to solve.
Congestion is making it more timeconsuming and expensive to get to work and
study. Our kids are facing dangerous traffic
around our main schools. Our footpaths
need serious attention. Public transport has
improved in recent years – but Auckland
Transport’s aloof and polarising approach to
transport policy has seen it fail to deliver for
many in our community.
From September 20, you’ll receive in the
mail a ballot paper where you can choose

The next language week is on Sunday
1 September - Saturday 7 September

Tongan Language! Mate ma’a Tonga!
E no’o rā.

Campaigns under way
Local body campaign hoardings have
gone up around the electorate and
it’s great to see the diversity of our
community reflected in the selection of
candidates. Some of the faces will be
familiar to us, but there are also many
new people putting themselves forward
for election to the Waitakere Ranges,
Whau and Puketāpapa local boards,
and the licensing trusts.
Unlike general elections, local body
elections usually have a low voter
turnout. Only 36.2% of people got out
and voted in the Whau Ward in 2016.
This is a shame as local government plays
a major role in enhancing the well-being
of our lives and communities. We are
social animals who achieve “the good
life” by living peacefully alongside each
other in communities governed by laws
and traditions.
However, we often live alongside people
we don’t know at all, especially in our
cities. This means we need people to help
co-ordinate our daily arrangements. We

need to decide where to build our roads,
schools and houses, how to provide space
for sports and cultural activities and how
to manage waste.
The rules around how we do this are
always up for discussion and change
through our standard democratic
processes, including elections. If you are
happy with the way your community is
run, or alternatively feel that your council
should change the way it operates, take the
time to find out who will best represents
your views.
Voting documents will be delivered to
households between the 20th and 25th
of September and electors can post the
voting documents back as soon as they
have voted. Alternatively, you can cast
your vote on voting day, Saturday 12
October 2019.
The deadline for enrolling to vote in the
local body elections was 16 August 2019,
but if you haven’t enrolled, you can still
turn up to a polling station on Election
Day and cast a special vote.

the local board members and councillors
who will be tasked with tackling these
issues for the next 3 years.
Your local C&R candidates for Local
Board and Council have a plan to bring
real solutions.
Our track-record of success is based on
simple principles: listen to your voice,
get the basics done right, and deliver
innovative, cost-effective services while
keeping your rates down.
Your candidates for the Puketāpapa
Local Board, Tina Chen, Jeff Johnson,
Ella Kumar, Fiona Lai, Ashwin Ranchhod
and Jonathan Subritzky will do just this.
In the next term, we will:
• Sort out Auckland Transport, so it works

Progress in the Whau with C&R!
Tracy Mulholland is leading a strong
team of C&R candidates in the Whau.
Tracy is standing for councillor and
there is a full ticket of seven talented,
multi-skilled Local Board candidates
to represent the distinctively different
communities within the Whau.
The C&R Local Board candidates are
committed to listening to all residents
and representing them effectively so
that each community in Whau gets a
fair and equitable share of the available
Council funding for improvements.
Each community is unique and has its
own distinct needs that require tailored
solutions taking into account the goals
of residents.
Our Team
Alston D’Silva is a local small
business owner in IT and childcare.
Alston understands the accountability
and service that is required from
Council to deliver for its communities.
Gisa Dr Moses Faleolo’s experience
ranges from helping vulnerable people
as a social worker, to community
regeneration and providing advice on
local and central government policy

development.
Jitesh Ganatra has worked closely
with various local Indian communities
and temples, and will be a strong voice
for Whau’s many communities.
Sandra Paterson understands the
effect of Council’s decisions on local
business and the importance of such
decisions to the community as a whole.
Anne Riley is currently active
on the boards of a number of local
organisations, bringing extensive nonprofit experience to the team.
John Subritzky has led large scale
regeneration that boosted Kiwi numbers
and habitat. He now works closely with
faith-based organisations seeking better
outcomes for youth and men.
Sara Watson has been heavily
involved in community governance on a
voluntary basis. Long-time community
advocate and local business owner.
We appreciate your support to
keep the Local Board for locals, not
directed from Wellington. Elect a team
that is advocating for everyone in the
community and focussed on the issues
that affect you as a resident!

for all commuters.
• Spend your rates wisely, securing the
best value for your dollar.
• Fix our broken footpaths.
• Deliver attractive, quality community
facilities, such as parks and playgrounds;
and keep and grow our green open
spaces.
• Bring fair, transparent, and open
decision-making to local government.
Only 6 votes for the whole C&R
Puketāpapa team will give you a fresh
Local Board that listens and delivers.
C&R council candidates Christine
Fletcher and Mark Thomas will bring
sensible, forward-focussed change to
the council table.

YOUR AD HERE!
BUT, WHY ADVERTISE WITH US?
YOU’RE READING THIS

So are potentially 35,000+ other people

Contact Kerrie
on 027 290 4444 or kerrie@bhb.nz
Your Stories, Your Neighbourhood, Your Community

Authentic

Nepalese & Indian

D

Kia Orana ki te ānau o Glenavon. We
had a pākau week celebrating the Cook
Island Māori Language last week. We
learnt some basic language together
and some classes made tivaevae
[blankets] and ae katu [head wreaths].
Big thanks to Mrs Latoa who gave us
all lessons in weaving ae katu, and
Mr Tauia for playing the ukulele and
collecting our doughnuts for Friday.
The Cook Island group had a
wonderful performance in the hall,
mako rai Mrs Kerrison! Meitaki mā’ata
to Mrs Wongchiu at our “Hub”
who organised a gathering with our
community at Happy Hour sharing
minus [pink potato salad], chicken and
doughnuts while they were playing the
ukulele. We even heard Mr Hunte was
dancing ‘around the world’.
Meitaki mā’ata to all the tamariki and
ānau who made this week a success!
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Elections Matter

Elections Matter

Councillor keeps rate
rises down
I am currently Councillor for the
Whau ward and Chairperson Finance
& Performance Committee, Auckland
Council. A long serving New Lynn
Councillor and Chairperson Finance
Committee, Waitakere Council and
Portage Trust President. Foundation
President Bay Olympic Football. Past
Chairperson Titirangi Primary School
board. New Lynn family business
almost 30 years. Titirangi resident
over 50 years - live 200 metres outside
Whau ward. Married to Lynn Pearl,
father of Pearl clan.
I spent my 20s educating myself,
labouring and travelling. I have degrees
in economics, accounting and history.
Fortunate to backpack around the world
- North and South America, Asia , Africa
and Europe - for three years. I worked in
industrial relations in my 30s and then
bought a New Lynn business.
As chair of Finance committee proud
of helping deliver modest 2.5% rate
rises and $26 billion/10 year capital
investment programme focused on
transport and water infrastructure.
Important we retain ownership of

Watercare, Ports of Auckland and our
Auckland airport shareholding. Working
alongside Government for affordable,
sustainable housing choices remains a
top priority.
Ring-fenced Water Quality and
Natural Environment targeted rates are
farsighted environmental initiatives. The
challenges climate change present need to
be met now and with urgency. Enhancing
our green spaces and preservation of
our trees and heritage buildings is
very important for me – New Lynn’s St
Andrews hall must be saved. Proud of
progress of Te Whau Coastal Walkway
and Waterview to New Lynn walkway/
cycleway, completion by 2020.
Council has committed: $37 million
for the Avondale Community Centre/
Library; $23 million for the Crown
Lynn development; and $104 million for
the Whau Pool/Recreation Centre. The
Whau is now getting its fair share!
I am an experienced and
able
community advocate with a proven
record of achievement in local and
greater Auckland community affairs.
“I seek your continued support”.

Get to
know me
Hi, I’m Warren. I am standing
for the Whau Local Board as an
independent because I believe the
interests of our community should
be put first over party politics.
I have always had a strong
connection with West Auckland as
both my home and where I work in
my family’s business with my father
and grandfather. I’m passionate
about this community and that’s why
I have volunteered in various roles
over the past few years including as
Chairman of the New Lynn Business
Association.
I’m
proactive,
driven
and
committed to delivering a better
future for everyone that lives in the
Whau. I will be the voice protecting
the things that matter, planning
for our future and that of the next
generation, and advocating for the
changes we need to shape a safe,
healthy and thriving community.
I will support and advocate for
Continured on next page.

Whau Local Board
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Go the Whau!

CLOW for Council

@whaulabour
Authorised by: Clare Hargrave, 16 Minnehaha Ave, Titirangi

Labour Team’s Achievements (2013 - 2019)
• $37 million for Avondale Community
Centre/Library.
• $104 million for Whau Swimming Pool/
Recreation Centre.
• $23 million to finish Crown Lynn
Precinct.
• 3 km of the Te Whau Coastal Walkway
completed; Waterview to New Lynn
walkway/cycleway completed 2020.
• Waitakere Ki Tua , Whau Pacific People’s
and Whau Ethnic People’s plans launched.
Rates
• Rates should be set as close as possible
to inflation with alternative sources
of revenue negotiated with Central
Government. Councillor Clow in his role
chairing the Finance committee is proud
of the modest 2.5% rate rises over the last
3 years.
• The public must continue to own our
strategic business assets: Watercare, Ports

of Auckland and Auckland Airport
shareholding.
• All CCOs need to be under greater
democratic control and community
accountability.
Housing
• We will continue to demand our share
of the Government’s better choices
in affordable and sustainable housing
Especially important are affordable
apartments for young and old in New
Lynn and Avondale.
Town Centres
• All have a right to feel safe in their
own neighbourhood. We strongly
support liquor bans in public places,
local community policing, Pacific/
Maori wardens, CCTV coverage in our
town centres and responsible liquor
management in our community.
• Blockhouse Bay, Green Bay and New

Windsor centres are due revitalization.
Parks and Libraries
• Avondale needs more public green space
– 15 hectares of Avondale Racing club must
be retained.
• We strongly support our libraries as
crucial community hubs and centres of
learning.
Environment
• We applaud the adoption of the Water
Quality and Natural Environment targeted
rates.
• Climate Change is the most significant
environmental challenge of our time.
Culture and Diversity
• Whether it be Waitangi Day/Matariki,
Chinese New Year, Diwali/Holi festivals,
Pasifika festival, St Patrick’s day or our
famous Avondale Market - we embrace
the rich cultural diversity in our Whau
community.

Get to know me
Continured from previous page.
the development of a Park & Ride
in the Whau, improvements to our
waterways and natural environment,
upgrades to footpaths and cycleways,
funding for local community events,
good public transport and safety, and
continue to be committed to strong
employment and economic growth
for the future.
I look forward to getting to
know you when I’m out and about
during the campaign, and I would
appreciate your vote towards a fresh
and passionate voice that will deliver
a positive future for all of us here in
the Whau.
In the coming weeks, I’ll discuss the
issues that people in the community
have raised with me. If you have any
questions or would like to know
more, visit my website warrenpiper.
co.nz, reach out on Facebook PiperforWhau, email Piperforwhau@
gmail.com or ask me when you see
me out and about.
Warren Piper, Putting Whau First

PiperforWhau
warrenpiper.co.nz
Piperforwhau@gmail.com
Authorised by: W Piper, 2/164A Titirangi Road, New Lynn, Auckland
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Ys Walkers – exploring our beautiful city
Perfect ‘winter’ conditions – clear
blue skies and bright warm sunshine.
Just right for enjoying a walk around
Barry Curtis Park in Chapel Downs,
Manukau, by 35 members and friends
of Blockhouse Bay’s Ys Walkers group,
on one of their monthly ‘away walks’.
At 94 hectares (232 acres) the sheer
size of the park was amazing. On arrival
the group did a short walk through the
playground featuring sculptured artwork
of native plants and birds, then along the
path where tuis were feeding from the
abundant flowering kowhai trees.
A lovely morning tea, then the majority

walked across the park to the old church
and gravesite (circa 1850) – always a
fascinating activity, then on under the
Ormiston Road bridge to another area of

the park containing several sports grounds.
The park has been inspired by natural and
cultural patterns such as volcanic geology,
an historical pa, defensive fortifications
and stonewalls.

The bus provided a hop-on hop-off
option allowing walkers to select sections
of the walk according to their ability, and
even those who chose the shorter option
got to visit the old church and other
interesting parts.
As the walk around the park was
completed slightly earlier than anticipated,
Peter Veryt, the owner of ‘Day tours’ and
driver for the day gave the group a tiki-tour
on the way back through Ti Rakau Drive

and the Panmure and Ellerslie townships.
For many, the massive changes happening
in the city were astonishing and prompted
the recollection of memories and plenty of
discussion on the way home.
If you’re interested in walking for
fun, fitness and flexibility with a really
friendly group, the Ys Walkers welcome
new members to join them as they walk
around the neighbourhood on a Monday
or Wednesday morning. They have a
rotation of 25 walks plus their monthly
half-day away walks, and meet at 8.15am
at the Blockhouse Bay Community
Centre. Annual club membership is $15

and away walks are also $15.
Contact Basil Williamson on 626-3230
or 027-306-9658, or Pieter de Veld on
626-3381 or 022-301-3623
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