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Editorial

Connecting the young with the old
I’ve just returned from the reopening
of the Blockhouse Bay School’s historic
building. I was driving back feeling full
to bursting with the great vibes from
being part of our wonderful community.
The event itself was well executed
and meaningful, and the building
renovation rather stunning. But more
than that, it was the intergenerational
connections I saw happening all around
me, and in fact experienced myself.
Each guest at the ceremony was
assigned an ambassador - pupils who are
specially trained in leadership and who
have an astonishing knowledge about
the school, who act as guides to visitors,
whether those be 4-year-olds coming
for a visit or to guests like today’s event.
My guide, Arden, was just six years
old and her maturity astounded me. I
found it incredibly special to observe
the interaction between people in such
divergent life stages, each learning from
the other.
Though I haven’t spoken of it in a while,
the place of seniors in our society is of
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School ambassadors Aziza Ismail and Charlie Harris show their guests, Maureen Curgenven and Brian
Goodwin around Te Manawa. 
Photo credit: BHB Primary.

great interest to me, especially as it relates
to passing on their knowledge, memories,
and most of all, wisdom. Unfortunately,
in our Western culture old age is feared
rather than revered, and though we have
a large aging population, it seems we have
very few ‘elders’.
I believe much of this has to do with
the separation of the generations, with
the elderly living apart from extended
family. Without regular, organic intergenerational contact, there is little hope
of wisdom, knowledge and temperance
being passed on and society becomes the
domain of the young and (dare I say it)
often foolish.
As a society, we desperately need our
old people to be important to us, not just

to be ‘looked after’. And their well-being
depends on that too – being genuinely
needed. I was really moved to witness the
genuine awe and respect coming from both
young and old as they chatted together
today, each impressed by the other.
There’s plenty going on in our
community, and we love bringing these
stories to you. Auckland is a wonderful and
diverse city, and we live in a very special
part of it. This month we’ve reached out
further afield and now welcome readers
from Green Bay, New Lynn and Avondale
to our pages. We hope you enjoy our
community paper. Watch out for more
stories from your neighbourhood. If you’d
like to share something with us, drop me
a line: kerrie@bhb.nz.
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Historic school building re-opens
New life has been breathed into the
Historic Building at Blockhouse Bay
Primary School which this year is one
hundred years old.
Past pupils were among the guests
invited to the re-opening ceremony,
including Doris Selwyn (nee Hughes)
who started school in 1938, the Heron
sisters Joyce Davis (1939) and Maureen*
Curgenven (1941), and Yvonne* Dabb
(nee Hart, 1940).
Originally built in 1909 for fifteen
children as a ‘side school’ under the
supervision of Avondale Primary School,
the building was moved to its current site
in 1957.
Restoration of the building was started
last year, and many exciting things
were discovered during the renovation;
Original sarking, beautiful filigree
decorated beams, tongue and groove
flooring, blacked out windows, and two
suspended ceilings were a few of the gems.
A highlight was the discovery of a time
capsule from 1987 sealed in a safe which
had been in the floor of the principal’s
office.
The historic building has been
strengthened and restored, re-piled, reroofed, redesigned, redecorated, and
renamed Te Manawa – Library and
Makerspace. Te Manawa means heart,
and the hope is this building will be the
heart of learning in the school.

Past pupil Yvonne Dabb and her ambassador
Neena Timmins. 
Photo credit: Beacon

Artifacts from the 1987 time capsule, alongside
the safe they were found in.  Photo credit: Beacon

*See also our new history feature on page 12, recounting memories of the school in WWII.
Class-mates Maureen (M Davis) and Yvonne (Y Hart) appear in a class photo from 1942.

Ross
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EVEREST FINANCIAL SERVICES
Turn your DREAMS into REALITY

• Home loans
• Business loans
• Personal risk
insurance
• Asset and car
finance
• No obligation
discussion
CONTACT:
Prateek Malhotra
09 215 6912 | Mobile: 021 424 119
info@everesthomeloans.co.nz
557 Blockhouse Bay Road,
Blockhouse Bay
www.everesthomeloans.co.nz

Go the Whau!
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Straight Talk

by Stephen Taylor

www.relationshipmatters.org.nz

Good fathering – more needed than ever
A lot of society’s problems begin with
dysfunctional families, and often this
relates to absent or dysfunctional men.
So, what might a good father look like?
Here is a summary of what some of my
clients have fed back to me over the
years regarding what made for a good
father in their lives, feedback which I
think is worthy of a wider audience.
Initially, a good father might well
be recognised by his feeding, bathing,
burping, and comforting of his child,
while going out to work to earn a living
for his family and protecting the home
and those within it.
He will also most likely be recognised as
the bug-killer, and the one who is unafraid
of the dark (at least on the outside) when a
suspicious noise is heard.
Often, he’s the one who teaches his
child how to catch a ball, swing a bat,

ride a bike, fight to defend themselves or
others, or drive a car. He will be a child’s
biggest, best and most physical playmate,
promoting independence, action, risktaking and analytical skills in his children.
He’s no slouch in encouraging academic
achievement, and features in school
activities and events, and extra-curricular
activities such as coaching, scouting, or
showing up on a Saturday to cheer from
the side-line.
A good father displays both physical
and emotional toughness, assisting in the
development of emotional resilience – he’s
the role model for manhood to his son,
and the first man his daughter will ever
give her heart to.

Dad has leverage when it comes
to modifying a boy’s aggression and
unacceptable behaviour, and models the
good stuff such as being firm and fair,
differentiating between right and wrong,
working for a living, and punctuality.
As his children mature, he gradually
withdraws his power, but is relied
on for wise counsel, babysitting, and
for encouragement of his child and
grandchildren through adversity via
perseverance.
In the end Dad will be the one standing
as a guide, mentor, guardian, role model,
and even knight.
That’s a sure bet, if he’s anything like the
Dads above.

Steve Taylor is the Director of Relationship Matters Ltd. He holds two applied Bachelor’s
degrees (Counselling & Addiction) and a P.G. Dip. in Applied Social Practice. Steve is married
with two children and lives in West Auckland.
His interests and passions include political discourse, philosophy, media commentary, advocacy,
and an absolute and fundamental rejection of tokenist political correctness.

Teaching Old Dogs New Tricks

DUNDALE
Cafe & Eatery

- Excellent Coffee - Contemporary Menu - Superb Food - Modern Vibe - Perfect Space for Meetings -

August Special:

Get a free coffee with any
breakfast valued above $11
1 per customer. Just mention the Beacon

OPEN: Tuesday to Sunday 8am - 4pm

97 Dundale Ave, Blockhouse Bay
Ph 09 627 9000

Many older people feel they are being
left behind by technology, but it
doesn’t have to be that way. SeniorNet
not only helps you to keep up with
today’s technology but also with the
grandchildren!

Do you need to improve your
computer skills? Having trouble
coming to grips with your Smart
Phone, iPad, or computer?
SeniorNet Eden-Roskill is a nonprofit, voluntary society, keeping
class fees to a minimum. Located at
Balmoral, they are your local SeniorNet
Computer group.
Catering for the over 50s with small
classes and a three student to one tutor
ratio, a wide variety of courses are
taught at SeniorNet’s Learning Centre
facilities. They have Windows 10
and Apple computer systems, as well

as iPhone and Samsung phones and
tablets for their students to learn on.
And if that last sentence didn’t make
sense to you, don’t worry it soon will
because SeniorNet are having an Open
Day this month. Come along and find
out how SeniorNet can help you “learn
new tricks”.
Details in What’s Happening on p8.
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Advertorial

Tracy Mulholland, Whau Ward Lynfield
Councillor candidate for C&R market day
to return

The Whau area: Blockhouse Bay, Green
Bay, Glenavon, New Windsor, New Lynn,
Avondale, Rosebank and Kelston.
I am a candidate for Whau, seeking to
represent you around the Auckland Council
table for the next three years.
But this year’s election is not about me.
Nor should it be about any candidate seeking
public office.

An Auckland Councillor
who lives in the Whau
representing your interests
This election ought to be a contest of ideas;
about listening to residents and ratepayers and
responding to the needs of our community.
This election is about you … your
expectations … your priorities.
I am a C&R candidate for Whau because
you deserve a constituent-councillor who will
restore the “local” in local government; place
your needs ahead of party politics; and attend
to the priorities of residents and ratepayers
here in our part of Auckland.
My time as a Member of the Whau Local
Board has been about delivery. A new
community facility and library for Avondale
is a good start, funding for the Whau Pool
and Recreation centre, multiple locally funded
projects; regenerating our local town centres
will happen and that is good news.
Moving forward, the residents of Blockhouse
Bay, Green Bay, Glenavon, New Windsor,
New Lynn, Avondale, Rosebank and Kelston
need more than old-school politicking by old

Tracy Mulholland.

school politicians.
Like you, I live in this community. My
background in economic development
and town centre regeneration has given me
commercial acumen.
The key point of difference is I share your
understanding that you want councillors who
serve you, not political parties and agendas
that are hidden from the public gaze.
As I knock on doors, people tell me about
illegally dumped rubbish, stormwater drains
full of leaves, transport issues and creaking
infrastructure that struggles to cope with
seemingly unfettered infill housing.
I take up constituent cases and requests
because that is my job. As your Whau Ward
Councillor on Auckland Council, I would
prioritise your constituent needs as the number
one priority. My work has and remains as
service to you, the residents and ratepayers of
the Whau.
Authorised by Kit Parkinson
107 Great South Rd Auckland.

Bring your family and friends and enjoy what
we have to offer: TAB, pool tables, darts,
indoor bowls, raffles and gaming room.

Once upon a time, back
in the nineties, Lynfield
enjoyed an annual spring
market day. The Avenue
would be blocked off
between Hillsborough Road
and Community Church,
with stall holders lined
up in the middle of the
median strip and alongside
the park. A band played in
the park, and hundreds of
people would wander along
the road checking out the
stalls, enjoying the vibe.
But for some, the most
exciting part of the event was
the kids’ trolley derby. Lining
up just before the brow of the
hill outside the Community
Church the trolleys would
hurtle down the hill, finally
running out of steam as the
road rose again.
Long time Lynfield resident
Ralph Shirley remembers it
well, and has got together with
Ella Kumar to create another
annual event in Lynfield and
they need help.
If you’d like to be involved,
call Ralph on 021 57 9966 or
Ella Kumar on 021 0477 642.
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Avondale man finds confidence in helping others
Royden has lived in Avondale his whole
life. For most of his 20’s, he battled
severe anxiety that saw him stuck inside
his house for much of the past decade.
Since 2018 though, with help from
counsellors, doctors and local initiatives
like Feed the Streets, he’s regained the
health and confidence he needed to get
back out in the world.
“I grew up pretty well - in a Housing
NZ driveway thing so all the kids would
just meet in the middle and play. But at
the same time everyone was tryna be a
gangsta back in those days. There’s still
people like that, but it’s not as bad. I got
robbed walking down to the dairy on
Avondale Rd when I was like 14… got
a knife to the throat then one of them
punched my mate. I’ve seen heaps of
fights over the years, friends almost dying.
I don’t know how my anxiety started
ay. The first memory I have of it [was at
17], I used to work at my mum’s work in
the school holidays. One time as we were
driving my stomach started going crazy
and I was like ‘I think you needa turn
around, I needa go back home’, and it
went like that for a little while. Then there
was a big gap where it stopped. I started
uni [at 20/21] then towards the end it
started kicking back in and getting worse
from then on for almost 10 years.
I couldn’t even leave the house really. It
progressed over the years too. Originally
it was just a travel sort of thing, going in
the car I felt real sick. Then over time it
became sitting around, in bed, just on and
off whenever the hell it wanted to.
But yeah, it took a long time to start

T: 09 826 3937
M: 027 404 0129
19 Cutler Street, New Lynn, Auckland.

Reggis Rego

CA, CPP, MBA, BCom.

reggis.ca@gmail.com
www.bizaide.co.nz
Tax returns - Income Tax, GST, FBT.
Accounting - Cost & Management.
Business Advisory Services.

started helping at Feed the Streets. Every
time I do something at Feed the Streets
or Community Hangout people say at the
end, ‘thanks’, ‘thank you for your help’,
but they don’t even know how much this
is helping me. The amount of help I’m
getting from this is way more than what
I’m giving to them. When I first started
coming I’d barely speak, I’d look down,
that sorta stuff and now I’m probably
annoying as hell [laughs], too busy
making jokes to cook anything. But yeah
nah, it was crazy how much it helped.
They’re gonna get rid of this community
centre [where these initiatives are held]
and I guess that’s part of ‘upgrading’
Avondale, getting new people in to make
it ‘a better place’. You know, it’s already a
pretty good place.”
Thanks to I love Avondale for this article.

Royden.

making any decent progress. Sometimes
I still feel younger than I am cos I had no
social development through that period.
It was easy to feel depressed when you
don’t do anything. People always made
comments like ‘oh maybe you should
get a job’ and in your head you’re like
‘yeah why can’t I do that?’, but then your
body’s like ‘hell no, I’ma kick your ass if
you try that’.
It was a combination of medication and
counselling that kickstarted it. [Then] I

Deborah Russell
MP for New Lynn

Community catch ups
I am running community based catch ups on
Monday mornings. These are one-on-one
sessions where people can meet with me to
discuss Justice of the Peace applications,
government policy and proposed law changes,
or to talk about local issues.
These 15-minute catch ups are by appointment
at my electorate office - 1885 Great North Rd,
Avondale. The office is accessible and handy to
public transport.
To book a time for these community catch up
sessions, or for enquiries about other matters,
phone 09 820 6245 or email:
newlynnmp@parliament.govt.nz
/deborahrussellfornewlynn
@beefaerie

Authorised by Dr Deborah Russell,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington
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New challenge for vicar
After eleven years as Vicar of Church
of the Saviour (affectionately known as
CoTS), Reverend Sarah Patten and her
family are soon to leave our shores for
the UK.
Originally arriving in Blockhouse Bay
in 2008 with just her mum to help her
settle in as she took up the post at COTS,
Sarah now returns to her native England
with a husband and family. Sarah and
Murray met at a Christian singles ball to
which she had taken some of the young
people from the church.
Recalling highlights of her time at CoTS
- the children’s holiday programmes,
Christmas at the Beach events, and the
many church socials she and her team
organised, common themes emerged:
team effort and people having fun. Alpha
courses are also a highlight cherished
by Sarah which offered opportunity to
explain the Christian faith and the love of
God which is close to her heart.
Her new role as Principal for Wellbeing
& Ministry Development in the diocese
of Nottingham will be quite different
from her role as Vicar, drawing on skills
from her early career as an HR training
consultant in a High Street bank in
London. “It feels like I’ve come full
circle”, she says.
Excitement at this next phase of life is
tempered by sadness. “After eleven years
here, Blockhouse Bay has become ‘home’

Save St Andrews

St Andrews Sunday School Hall in a sad
state of disrepair.
Photo credit: Beacon

Sarah and Murray with their girls, Anna (L) and
Femke (R).

for me”, says Sarah. “It’s the longest I’ve
ever stayed in one place and I’ve grown
roots here. It’s where I got married and
started a family, and I’m sad to be leaving
my Kiwi church family.
“But there’s lots to look forward to getting my weekends back, being involved
in church as a parishioner, reconnecting
with old friends and family, and attending
my brother’s wedding in November.”
Sarah’s last Sunday at Church of the
Saviour is 18th August.

How does a community save a
historic church that is privately
owned?
You’ll be familiar with the St
Andrew’s Sunday School Hall on
Margan Ave that’s currently in a state
of deterioration.
The church was built by the
Reverend Rankin with donations of
land and bricks from well-known
New Lynn families like the Crums,
Clarks and Gardiners. Rev Rankin
started building the church himself
laying upwards of 90,000 bricks.
The council issued a dangerous
building notice and the owners had
until 27th July to complete remedial
work, but none was done. The council
can take on the work themselves and
charge it out to the owner.
If you are interested in saving this
lovely church, please make some
noise to Auckland Council.

Whau Local Board
Te’evā MATĀFAI

Uesifili UNASA

Susan ZHU

Catherine FARMER

Fasitua AMOSA

Ami CHAND
Kay THOMAS

Ross

Go the Whau!

CLOW for Council

@whaulabour
Authorised by: Clare Hargrave, 16 Minnehaha Ave, Titirangi
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What’s happening
AUGUST
Wed 7th POWERtalk Waitakere Club 7.30
-9.30pm, upstairs at New Lynn Community
Centre. For more information, contact Sheridan
(09) 828-7999 or (027)2828-799. See article p15.
Sat 10th Community Market 7am – 12noon at
BHB Community Centre.
Mon 12th SeniorNet Open Day 10am – 12
noon, SeniorNet Learning Centre, Mt Eden Senior
Citizens Club Rooms, 487 Dominion Rd, Balmoral
(corner of Brixton Rd and Dominion Rd, opposite
Potters Park). Come along and meet us, and ask
questions. We’ll even give you a cup of tea. See
article p4 for more details.
Wed 21st POWERtalk Waitakere Club 7.30
-9.30pm, upstairs at New Lynn Community
Centre. For more information, contact Sheridan
(09) 828-7999 or (027)2828-799. See article p15.
Sat 24th Friends of Wairaki Stream planting
day. We have 400 trees to plant. Meet 10am at
Lynfield Reserve behind Danny Doolans near the
stream. Email fowairakistream@gmail.com or
look up group on Facebook for more info.

Sat 31st Community Market 7am – 12noon at
BHB Community Centre.
Sat 31st Blockhouse Bay Village Market. From
8.30am, along mainstreet on Blockhouse Bay Rd.
Contact Jodie Judd manager@blockhousebay.org
or ph 09 626 5081.

SEPTEMBER
Sun 15th The Fair (Antiques and Crafts) 9.30-2pm
at BHB Community Centre. Admission $2.

GET INVOLVED IN YOUR COMMUNITY!
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
6th Auckland Girls’ Brigade 6 - 8pm at Iona
Church, 38 Donovan Street, Blockhouse Bay. All
girls 5 years upwards welcome. Contact Dorothy at
dorothy.findlay@xtra.co.nz or 027-275-9592
Auckland Army Cadets are taking new recruits at
the start of term three, males and females 13-15year olds at the Auckland Army Centre, Great North
Rd. Wednesday nights from 6-9pm. Contact Pip
Joyce Ph 027-571-3848 or email
cacu@cadetforces.org.nz
Auckland Grey Power Assoc 577 Blockhouse Bay
Rd, open Monday to Friday 10.30 till 1pm, or by
arrangement. Ph: 626 0895 e: akgreypowerinfo@
gmail.com
Blockhouse Bay Historical Society meets at 1pm
on the 1st Wednesday, every second month, at BHB
Community Centre. Includes a guest speaker and a
trading table. Upcoming dates: 7th Aug (AGM), 2nd
Oct, 4th Dec.
Blockhouse Bay-Lynfield Lions Club Dinner
Meeting 3rd Wednesday of every month bar
Dec-Jan. All welcome Go to www.bhbl-lions.org to
find latest info and to book.

Blockhouse Bay-Lynfield Lions Club Sausage
Sizzle for Lions Projects 2nd and last Saturday
(Market Day) each month outside ASB.
BHB Y’s Walking Club: Meet Mondays &
Wednesdays at 8.30am at BHB Community Centre.
A different walk each week including our monthly
away trips where morning tea is on us! For more info
contact 626 3381 or 837 5441.

Iona Scouts meet under the Blockhouse Bay
Community Centre. Keas (school yrs 1-3) 6-7pm
Cubs (school yrs 4-6) 6.30-8pm Scouts (school
yrs 7-10) 6.30-8pm. Contact Colin (021 208 1103)
for more info.
Ladies’ Friendship Club Meets 3rd Monday each
month, 1.30pm at Iona Community Hall, Donovan
St, Blockhouse Bay. Speakers, friendship, outings
and afternoon tea. Contac Lyn 627-9132
Ladies Probus meets 10am to noon 2nd Friday
of each month (Feb to Dec) at BHB Community
Centre. Speakers and morning tea. Outings
available 4th Fridays. Enquiries to Ann Stankovich,
Phone 817 8545.
Lion Budokan Karate, classes Saturdays, 8-9am
at 231 Whitney Street, BHB. Age 5 years and
above. Visit www.budokan.co.nz or call 09-9722215 for more details and for other options.
New Lynn Tennis Club Wednesdays 4pm (age
7-10), 5pm (age 11+). Sundays 9am (age 7-10),
10am (age 11+). 13 Fruitvale Rd, New Lynn. Ph Tracy
on 021 806 992 or email tennisnewlynn@gmail.com
POWERtalk Waitakere meets 1st & 3rd Wed,
7.30, upstairs at New Lynn Community Centre.
Cat got your tongue? Learn how to speak
with confidence in front of others in a fun and
supportive environment. Contact Sheridan 027
2828-799, 09 828-7999, sheridanr@xtra.co.nz.
U3A Titirangi Study groups for 50+. Meets 4th
Tuesday of the month (Feb-Nov), 1pm at West
Lynn Gardens, 73 Parker Ave, New Lynn. Visitors
and new members welcome. For info contact
Heather Tanguay heathertanguay@slingshot.co.nz
Western Quilters’ Circle 7:30pm at Kelson
Community Centre. Meets last Tuesday of the
month, except December. Contact Michelle
Dawson on 021 148 6888 for more info.
Office to rent in Blockhouse Bay shopping
centre, across the road from the library. Rent
includes power, broadband, use of office
printer/copier (within limits) insurance, maybe
even a desk. The only things not included are
your phones. Phone Brom on 626-6158 or
021-723-650.
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Online community calendar at www.bhb.nz
REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS

WEDNESDAYS

THURSDAYS
Preschool Storytime Thursdays 10.30 @
BHB Library. Free and fun, learning literacy
development through stories and songs.
Community Singers, Blockhouse Bay practice
Thursdays from 12.30-2.30pm at Blockhouse
Bay Community Centre, and sing at rest homes
monthly. Contact Dawn Carseldine on ph 817
2405 or ruth52@outlook.co.nz
Knitting Circle Thursdays 1-3pm at the
Blockhouse Bay Library. BYO knitting needles
and wool, and join others in these casual knitting
group sessions for all levels. Experienced knitters
available to help.

MONDAYS
Indoor Bowls 10am at the Senior Citizens Hall,
524 Bhb Rd. $1

TUESDAYS

FRIDAYS

Armanasco House is one of Blockhouse Bay’s
early settler houses, and is home to the BHB
Historic Society. Situated next to the Library, it’s
open 10am-2pm Tuesdays for public interest and
information.
Housie Tuesdays at the BHB Community Centre.
Sales from 6.30pm. Starts 7.30pm till 10.00pm.

WEDNESDAYS
Wriggle & Rhyme for 0-2-year olds Wednesdays
9.30 @ BHB Library. Songs, rhymes and gentle
exercise to music for babies and toddlers.
Mainly Music for 0-4 yr olds. Wednesdays
9.30am @ BHB Baptist, 504 BHB Rd. Singing,
dancing, craft, morning tea. Ph Mary 8289027.

Puketapapa 5mm Bleed.indd 2

Church Service with Communion Wednesdays
9.30am at Church of the Saviour, 2 Kinross St. Best
morning tea in the Bay.
Creative Colouring Class Wednesdays 9.30 - 12pm,
Green Bay Community House. $2 donation. Drop in
any time and bring your own materils. Enjoy a cup of
tea with us. For more info ph 09 827 3300
Indoor Bowls 10am at the Senior Citizens Hall, 524
Bhb Rd. $1
500 Played Wednesdays 12.30 - 2.30pm at the
Blockhouse Bay Community Centre. Friendly group,
looking for more players. Contact Noel Johnston on
627-8306.

THURSDAYS
Activity Corner Thursdays from 9.30am (for
morning tea) at the Senior Citizens Hall 524 Bhb
Road. $1

Auckland Grey Power public meeting 1st Friday
of the month, 1-3pm, at the Seniors Hall, 524
Bhb Rd. Bring and Buy trading table with organic
produce, books, etc. Bring a plate or a donation
for coffee and tea. Open to members and public.
Food Pantry open Fridays 1-3pm at BHB Baptist
Church.

SATURDAYS
Free Dinner 2nd Saturday of the month, 5pm
– 7pm, at Iona Presbyterian Church hall, 38
Donovan St BHB. All welcome. For more info
phone 09-627 9845.

Advertise your event
here for free!
Email kerrie@bhb.nz

24/07/19 4:40 PM
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What’s happening
SUNDAYS
NEW! Bilingual Mandarin/English Storytime
at Blockhouse Bay Library 1.00-1.30pm. A great
opportunity for children to learn another language
and culture while having fun. Providing a variety of
activities including music and dance, storytelling,
games and language teaching sessions. This
free event is ideal for children from 3 years old
upwards. Weekly during term time.
Blockhouse Bay 图书馆的中英文双语故事活动
可以让孩子们在轻松愉快的环境中学习另一种
语言和文化。我们提供多样化的活动内容，包括
音乐舞蹈，讲故事，游戏和语言教学。这是个免
费的活动适合3岁以上的孩子们。每周日下午1
点到1点半, 学校假期暂停。

SUNDAY CHURCH SERVICES
Blockhouse Bay Baptist
504 Blockhouse Bay Rd. Ph 09 626 6980
10am Worship and teaching for all ages,
6.30pm Worship, teaching and coffee
Blockhouse Bay Community Church
76 Dundale Ave. Ph 09 626 6284. www.bbcc.org.nz
10.30am service.
Church of the Saviour
2 Heaphy St. Ph 09 627 8779
9am Communion service. 11am Café Style church.
1.30pm Mandarin service. 4pm Interdenominational
Service. 7pm Intimate acoustic worship.
Iona Presbyterian Church
38 Donovan Street, Ph 09 627 9845
10am service.
Lynfield Community Church
35 The Avenue, Lynfield. Ph 09 626 4141
9:30am service.
St Dominic’s Catholic Church
34 Bolton St, Ph 09 626 6207
Weekend Masses: Saturday vigil 6pm; Sunday
9:30am. Weekday Masses: Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday 9:15am; Wednesday 7pm.

500
Club

Cardio Fix

Art classes

50

Over
classes/activities
For more info ph 626 4980 or go to
w w w.block housebaycentre.co.nz

Advertise your event
here for free!
Email kerrie@bhb.nz

LIBRARY LINE-UP
Blockhouse Bay Library is a great place
to be when it’s cold outside. Check out
what’s on this month:
Saturday 10th 10.30am-12.30pm
Knotting workshop for Children. Join
artist Frankie Chu in a workshop to
learn traditional eastern string games and
knots, and help create a large sculpture
made of knotted threads for Blockhouse
Bay Library! Bookings are essential.
Frankie Chu is an Auckland-based artist
who was born in Shanghai. Her artwork
uses different methods - painting,
installation and performing art. She often
focuses on the physical and psychological
environment. Her earlier work includes
painting on wood panel Schloar’s Rock
and Far Away Tower exhibited in Liu
Haisu Art Museum in Shanghai. Recently
her video installation Palm or Back was

Children’s knotting workshop.

a part of the group show Drift in the
Auckland Festival of Photography and
was also related to concepts of nature and
healing.
Thursday 15th 11.00am-12.00pm Try
your hand at coding! Come along to our
beginners’ class on coding using Scratch.
A class for adults. Bookings are essential.
Friday 30 August 3:30-5:00pm We have
a special event for children aged 4-9
years. Matatalab www.innokids.co.nz
are bringing their fun, hands-on coding
robots to introduce children to the world
of coding through art, music and games.

Zuu fitness
Active Seniors

August
There is no expectation or obligation to
purchase any Matatalab product after the
session. Numbers are limited so booking
is essential.
Every Sunday 1.00-1.30pm Come
along to our new bilingual Mandarin/
English storytime! (see Sundays on p10
for more info).

Finding Nemo board game.

Board games: We have some new board
games for our customers to play in the
library, including a great range for children
such as Finding Nemo Memory, The Star
Wars Galactic Adventure Race and Lion
Guard Roaring Rescue. Ask us about
these next time you’re at the Library.

Matatalab’s coding robots.

For bookings Email
blockhousebaylibrary@
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

What’s been happening at
the BHB Community Centre
Matariki Celebration. A huge
thank you to all those in and around
our community who attended
our Matariki Celebration. It was a
fantastic evening of culture, food,
entertainment, and best of all,
togetherness. This totally free event
was made possible with funding
from the Whau Local Board – Our
sincerest thanks!
We would also like to thank and
acknowledge South Pacific Pictures,
St Dominic’s Catholic Primary Kapa
Haka Group led and coordinated by
teacher Kate Mcheyzer, Fatu Enari
(MC), Countdown Blockhouse
Bay, Kids 4 Drama, Auckland
International College volunteers,
Audio Visual Hire and the Blockhouse
Bay Community Centre Committee,
for supporting the event.
Annie’s Classes. Annie runs a
number of very popular general and
seniors exercise and brain-function
classes here at the Community
Centre. She and all her class members
recently completed a collaborative
visual arts project.
“I have been so blessed to work
alongside a group of people that some
may refer to as the ‘older generation’
or ‘golden oldies’”, says Annie. “Two
or three times a week I’m privileged
to have these people aged 70-plus
attend a number of my classes, during
which you will find us dancing and
using light weights, stretchy bands or
balls to stay fit and healthy. Balance
and cognitive exercises are also part of
my programmes which triggers both
short- and long-term memory.
“One day I decided to encourage
my class to bring their artistic skills
to the table through a collaborate
piece of artwork. Every addition to
the artwork tells a story or represents
someone in the group. Seniors X-Fit,
Brain Function and Active Achievers
class attendees all contributed to the
project. I’m so blessed to have these
treasured taonga apart of my classes.”
Please pop into the Community
Centre to view this brilliant
masterpiece.
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Advertorial

Get to know me
Hi, I’m Warren. I am standing for the
Whau Local Board as an independent
because I believe the interests of our
community should be put first over
party politics.
I have always had a strong connection
with West Auckland as both my home
and where I work in my family’s business
with my father and grandfather. I’m
passionate about this community and
that’s why I have volunteered in various
roles over the past few years including
as Chairman of the New Lynn Business
Association.
I’m proactive, driven and committed
to delivering a better future for everyone
that lives in the Whau. I will be the
voice protecting the things that matter,
planning for our future and that of the
next generation, and advocating for the
changes we need to shape a safe, healthy
and thriving community.
I will support and advocate for
the development of a Park & Ride

in the Whau, improvements to our
waterways and natural environment,
upgrades to footpaths and cycleways,
funding for local community events,
good public transport and safety, and
continue to be committed to strong
employment and economic growth for
the future.
I look forward to getting to know
you when I’m out and about during the
campaign, and I would appreciate your
vote towards a fresh and passionate voice
that will deliver a positive future for all of
us here in the Whau.
In the coming weeks, I’ll discuss the
issues that people in the community
have raised with me. If you have any
questions or would like to know more,
visit my website warrenpiper.co.nz,
reach out on Facebook - PiperforWhau,
email Piperforwhau@gmail.com or ask
me when you see me out and about.
Warren Piper, Putting Whau First

PiperforWhau
warrenpiper.co.nz
Piperforwhau@gmail.com
Authorised by: W Piper, 2/164A Titirangi Road, New Lynn, Auckland
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Back in the Day
Blockhouse Bay Primary School during WWII
Memories by Audrey Thomas
A wet afternoon and a box of old
photos needing labelling and sorting,
but soon I found myself remembering
back to the 1940s. One memory led to
another and though the photos are still
largely unsorted, I had a fascinating
afternoon, even going right back to
commencing school during the early
days of WWII.

simply saying her name is sufficient to
produce an immediate picture. She was
a tall, thin lady, always dressed in a grey
or brown two piece ‘costume’ with a
blouse fastened at the neck with a bow or
brooch. She wore sensible lace-up court
shoes and carried a handbag and gloves.
A practical plain felt hat, held in place
with a hat pin, completed her outdoor
ensemble. Indoors, she removed her hat
to reveal very short, very straight hair.
Mrs French taught multiplication
with everyone chanting out loud from
two times to twelve times. We all knew
our tables and remember them still. Her
weapon of choice was a pencil. It was used
to point out words on the blackboard, or
when reading from a book and to help
remember spelling, each letter was tapped
on your skull.

The Murder House

Miss French at her farewell from the school.

Photo credit: Blockhouse Bay Historical Society

Mrs French
Starting school at Blockhouse Bay
Primary, meant meeting Miss French.
Even today, over seventy years later,

The main entrance to the school was
from Blockhouse Bay Road near Gill
Crescent. Going up the drive on the
right-hand side was a small wooden
building – the dental clinic. It was known
as the ‘murder house’ by the pupils. The
dental nurse wore a white smock, white
stockings and shoes and a white veil on
her head. In the cooler weather she wore
a red cardigan as well. The more ghoulish
among the pupils, said it was red to hide
the blood stains on her uniform. We
all hated going to the clinic and would
watch the nurse crossing the playground,
breathing a sigh of relief when she went

past your classroom. The building is
still in the school grounds, looking
unchanged apart from a ramp instead of
steps for access. It is no longer used as a
dental clinic.

Threat of attack during wartime
After the Japanese attacked Darwin, the
decision was made for each school to have
an air raid plan in case the unthinkable
happened. The school had bush around it
on three sides and so when the siren went,
everyone left their classroom and followed
the tracks into the bush. There was a great
deal of hedge forming a thick ceiling
between ti tree and bracken and assorted
weedy bushes.
Each class went to their designated place
and teachers checked the roll, then we just
had to sit and not talk or move around.
Apparently if we talked the enemy planes
might have heard us. By hiding in the
bush we were thought to be safe, as the
school buildings would be bombed and
not the surroundings.
Each child had to wear I.D. This was
carried in a little cotton bag worn round
the neck. A small card with name and
address, date of birth and father’s place
of work was carried in the bag together
with ear plugs or cotton wool to lessen the
noise of bombs, and a piece of rubber to
bite on instead of biting your tongue.
Fortunately, we were never under threat
of attack. It was extremely boring sitting
still and being quiet. I used to catch small
insects in the leaf mould and try to get

Waikowhai Auto Service Centre | 09 626 2026
Repairs, WOFs, Tyres
Classic car & bike
specialist
Auto Electrical
Peter Scherf

421 Hillsborough Rd

www. waikowhaiauto.co.nz
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– A Blockhouse Bay Historical Society feature, proudly supported by the Whau Local Board
them to race or even fight. There was quite
a variety from wood lice and earwigs,
small spiders that jumped, occasional
crickets and best of all, wetas.
The school got involved in community
work as part of our war effort. Some
of us acted as bodies for the Red Cross
ladies to practice bandaging. At that time
there was a special type of bandage for
every known injury. Bandages were made
from torn up old sheets. Head injury
bandaging was the most popular with
the ladies since they could bandage our
mouths shut.
The school was ideally placed from our
point of view. There was Sandy Bay just
down the road where we learnt to swim
and plenty of bush for nature study. A
big event in our lives that did not happen
very often was going into town (Auckland
City) on the bus.
Over seventy years remembered in an
afternoon. Looking at the Primer Three
and Four class photo, I wonder where
they all are now.
Editor’s note: Sadly, Audrey Thomas
(nee Jouning) passed away in late July.
In her younger days Audrey was a leader
in Girl Guides and enjoyed drama. She
spent many years as a schoolteacher,
and was a keen Blockhouse Bay
Historical Society member.

4th Row: N. Webber, D. Drury, B. Donaldson, M. Williams, M. Rogers, G. Fazakerly,
G. Biggs, K. Esdale, D. Wannell
3rd Row: I. Campbell, S. Cottrell, B. McLeod, D. Council, R. Cryer, A. Jouning
2nd Row: D. Gordon, M. Heron, Y. Hart, N. Sorenson, D. Plumpton
1st Row: B. Bradley, B. Edwards, D. Lindsay, D. Avery, C. Weston
Class photo 1942. The author, Audrey Thomas (A. Jouning) is in row 3, and M. Heron
(Maureen Curgenven) and Y. Hart (Yvonne Dabb) in row 2 who were at the school’s
historic building opening (story p2 & 3).
Photo credit: Blockhouse Bay Primary School

Blockhouse Bay Historical Society
Interested in learning more about our local history? The Society meets
regularly and you are invited to attend. Meeting details can be found at www.
blockhousebayhistoricalsociety.com.
Or you could visit the BHB Historical Society team at Armanasco House on
Tuesdays, 10.00am-2.00pm, 576 Blockhouse Bay Road, Blockhouse Bay (by the
library). Phone 09 627-0923 or email info@blockhousebayhistoricalsociety.com

Enrolling Now!

Dr Nitin Raniga Orthodontist
BDS (Otago), DclinDent (Otago),
MOrth RSCEd, MRACDS (Orth)

6 Exminster Street, Blockhouse Bay
nitin@aucklandortho.co.nz

Ph: 09 627 3555 www.aucklandortho.co.nz

• Serving our community for 23 years
• 20 hours free
• Transition to school programme for
4 to 5-year-olds
• Full and half day places available
A: 76 Dundale Ave, Blockhouse Bay
T: 6266 284 (ext 3)
E: kindy@bbcc.org.nz
W: bbck.org.nz
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Murray Halberg
Retirement Village
Fabulous plans available to view!

View plans today for our brand new independent apartments

Artist impression

Private setting

Morning sun

• Private setting with view of native bush
• Stunning entertainers kitchen
• Conveniently located close to the
bowling green
• Spacious balcony

• Stunning entertainers kitchen
• Spacious master bedroom with walk-in
wardrobe
• Two designer bathrooms
• Two private balconies

$770,000

$900,000
For more information phone
Taryn or Frances on 627 2727
Sales oﬃce: 9 Commodore Dr, Lynﬁeld
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Fear of public speaking?
We can help with that!
when asked.
Patrick joined POWERtalk Waitakere,
part of a global organisation which has
been running a successful programme in
effective oral and written communication
skills since 1938. He overcame his fears
in a friendly, supportive environment,
guided by the more experienced speakers
in the group.
“People come to us for many reasons,”
says Sheridan, a veteran member at
POWERtalk Waitakere for nearly five
years. “Overcoming a fear of public
speaking, needing to polish up a
presentation or lead meetings for your
business or club, and even to gain
confidence in English, like Mika from
Japan who joined the club two years ago.
It’s wonderful to watch their progress!”
For more details see What’s Happening
on p8-9.

His palms were clammy and sweat broke
out on his brow. He felt hot and cold at
the same time, his heart was racing and
thought he was going to throw up.
No, Patrick hadn’t come down with
the ‘flu. What Patrick was experiencing is
called Glossophobia. He had been asked
to speak at his daughter’s wedding and the
mere thought of it filled him with anxiety
and made him sick to his stomach. He
couldn’t let his daughter down, but he
knew he needed help.
Many reading this will identify with
Patrick, feeling the debilitating fear and
panic that takes hold when faced with the
daunting prospect of public speaking.
That was a year ago, and Patrick’s story
ended well. He gave a warm and heartfelt
speech at his daughter’s wedding, and
with new confidence he now welcomes
the opportunity to share his thoughts

55% OFF NORMAL RETAIL PRICE
on all clothing items instore
PLUS 65% OFF NORMAL RETAIL PRICE
on all 22ct gold jewellery

ASSOCIATE
MEMBERSHIP

*Conditions on reverse

*Conditions on reverse

$20

20% DISCOUNT ON
COMPREHENSIVE
TRAVEL INSURAN *
CE

WITH THIS
VOUCHER

Associate membership*
valid until 31/12/2019
• TAB
Restaurant • Sports Sections
• Friendships
Gaming machines • Dancing

to join the RSA
You don’t need service history
ENLIST TODAY
*Conditions on reverse

A
B
A
R
G
DN NEEWALYLNN

Buy two breakfasts and
receive the lower cost *
breakfast for half price!

All destinations,
children
travel free on adult
policy

I

Don’t
travel
without
quality
cover

08 JULY to

T 2019

30 AUGUS

Mika confidently delivering her speech.

Photo credit: POWERtalk Waitakere

25% OFF

seriously! how
many customers
going to see this?

(UP TO $30 PER TABLE)

Open 7 nights from 5pm
3 TOTARA AVENUE, NEW LYNN
TAR.CO.NZ
PH (09) 826 1906 | WWW.LONES

...at least we’re
giving it a go.

*Conditions on reverse

Theia Creative Studio - Front

FREE

CLIENT REVIEW
We will provide on a complime
ntary
obligation free basis to
all new clients
an opportunity to meet
us to discuss
what’s happening in your
business and
to help you set goals and
help develop
strategies to achieve them.*

FIRST GST RETURN FREE OF CHARGE
FOR NEW CLIENTS*

*Conditions on reverse

25% off the total bill*
2 for 1 Mains

FREE

Receive
25% off any
purchase

PLEASE HELP
YOURSELF

*Dine in only. Up to a maximum of $25 discount per table.

up to the value
of $10.00*

*Conditions on reverse

between

4-6pm

PW C

B A R & R E S TA U R A N T

PR EC I SION WATC H COM PA *Conditions on reverse
NY

5 Clarke Street, New Lynn
www.bricklane.co.nz
09 826 3654
day between 4pm - 6pm.
Conditions apply. Offer available every
other offer or functions.
Not available in conjunction with any
One voucher per table. Valid until 31/08/2019

*Conditions on reverse

GREAT DEALS , DISCOU NTS AND
SPECIA L OFFER S FROM NEW LYNN
FOOD OUTLE TS, RETAIL ERS & BUSIN ESSES

Warren Piper

Sitendra Singh

CHAIRPERSON

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON

021 0261 5021

$50.00 or
more of
product and
receive a
free mystery
bag of Bath,
Body & Home
Fragrance
valued at

25% OFF ANY
TIMEX OR
OLYMPIC
WATCH*

Dale Mays

Nicola Donald

TREASURER

COMMITTEE MEMBER

McDonalds

New Lynn RSA

021 757 288

827 3411

$50.00
or more.*

*Conditions on reverse

Contact Tracy Mulholland or Amelda Tasila for more information - newlynnbid@gmail.com

Piper Commercial Properties

(normally $10.00).
Mention Grab-a-Deal
when booking. NB: You
don’t need to be
registered at Health New
Lynn to take advantag
e of this offer.

*Conditions on reverse

B A R & R E S TA U R A N T

NLBA
EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

FREE BLOOD PRES
SURE CHECKS
Call 09 827 8888 to make
an appointment to
have your blood pressu
Purchase
re taken

Alex Watson

Frances Liang

Chintan Patel

Tracy Mulholland

COMMITTEE MEMBER

COMMITTEE MEMBER

COMMITTEE MEMBER

021 287 2296

The Wardroom

Lexon Financial Planning

827 6528

827 1060

ANZ Bank

PO BOX 15456, New Lynn, Auckland 0640
email newlynnbid@gmail.com
www.newlynnbusinessassociation.net.nz

Hell Pizza

CONTRACT MANAGER

Amelda Tasila

CONTRACT SECRETARY/
ASSISTANT

021 264 3188

WANT TO KNOW MORE
facebook.com/
newlynnbusinessassociation
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End of an era for iconic Monterey pines


By John Subritzky

The iconic Blockhouse Bay Monterey
pines have met their end.
Planted by Mr Gittos between the mid1870s–80s when he lived on what is now
the Countdown site, the pines came to
the end of their natural life.
In 2015 it became apparent that
something had to be done as two trees
faded away and died. A large branch
fell into the Blockhouse Bay Primary
School playground, fortunately outside
school hours.
Auckland Council’s move to fell all
ten pines was thwarted when Catherine
Farmer lobbied to publicly notify the
council proposal to fell all the trees. There
was a lot of public sentiment to retain the
landmark trees that welcomed villagers
home as they approached from the far end
of Blockhouse Bay Road.
Auckland Council retreated, felling only
the dead trees in June 2016 and monitoring
the others. There was a lively debate on
Facebook where it was suggested (without
any supporting facts) that the council only
wanted to remove the pines in order to
extend the carpark. Untrue, but now you
mention it, what a good idea!
It didn’t take long for another pine to
give up and die. It had to be removed in
November 2016.
The whole debate receded until April
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One of the last branches, of the final tree is expertly sawn through.

2018 when two complete trees blew over in
a storm and ended up in the school’s new
sports field. Now even a blind man could
see that the trees absolutely had to go.
So last month, with all the consents
signed off, the remaining Monterey pines
were removed.
What remains is a vibrant underplanting
of trees that should now grow well
without the suppressing effect of the
pines. Auckland Council will reinforce
this by planting two rewarewas and six
kawaka trees.
The era of Blockhouse Bay Monterey
pines has passed. May the new plantings
and remaining trees grow strong.

Photos credit: Beacon

The pines are gone, but the remaining trees are
doing well.
Photos credit: Beacon
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