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Straight Talk

by Stephen Taylor

www.relationshipmatters.org.nz

Businesses: Don’t fold to call-out culture!
A local restaurant writes a joke on a
sidewalk chalkboard; a riding club posts
a photo of pony rides featuring a thin
but healthy pony; a private individual,
away from work, and in their own time,
expresses a personal political opinion
on a private Facebook page.
These seemingly every-day events get
shared on social media, by a minority
group member of the perpetually
offended.
All hell breaks loose online.
In response to this furore, the restaurant
owner publicly tells the critics of the
chalkboard joke to get stuffed and lighten
up, the riding club moves to close down
its business, and the private individual is
immediately sacked from their job.
It has been said that ‘power is, as power
is perceived’, and the perpetrators of ‘callout’ culture currently couldn’t be happier,
as they are illegitimately assigned power
way beyond their actual influential reach,

ALL ENQUIRIES:
Kerrie Subritzky, Editor & Advertising
p 027 290 4444 e kerrie@bhb.nz

by those fragile individuals and businesses
who are seemingly afraid of their own
corporate shadow.
In a world of online reviews, ‘likes’,
‘swipe rights’, and ‘comments threads’,
businesses in particular have caught this
paper-tiger cold.
So, what did the restaurant owner
above know, that the riding club and the
employer who sacked their staff member
didn’t know?
The restaurant owner had learned that
if you didn’t get into the water and try
and stop the wave, then the wave would
eventually run out of energy, and quickly
disappear.
Not so the riding club or the employer
above.
They both dived into the water
headfirst, then struggled first to meet the
wave, then control it, then sympathise
with it, and then enable it by doing what

the wave ultimately wanted to do – crash
into them and take them out.
To make matters worse, they then made
sacrifices to the call-out culture deity that
they didn’t have to make, the casualties
being children who could no longer ride
ponies, and an employee who could no
longer pay his mortgage.
Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and
even the mainstream media - in the
main, these digital platforms are simply
echo chambers for what is most often
like-minded opinion. Too much power is
given away to these opinions, especially by
businesses who lose sight of what they do
well, falling instead into the trap of trying
to be all things to all people.
My none-too-subtle response to this
online bullying practice is a simple one:
it’s time to stand up to the bullies, and
not allow oneself to be pushed around
by the opinions of other people, online
or otherwise.

Steve Taylor is the Director of Relationship Matters Ltd. He holds
two applied Bachelor’s degrees (Counselling & Addiction) and a P.G.
Dip. in Applied Social Practice. Steve is married with two children
and lives in West Auckland.
His interests and passions include political discourse, philosophy,
media commentary, advocacy, and an absolute and fundamental
rejection of tokenist political correctness.
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Our People

Dancing with Johnny and Jeanette
Johnny and Jeanette Green have been
dancing together for thirty-three years.
In fact, it was dancing that brought
them together.
Johnny worked at Tamaki Intermediate
as a caretaker, and was also an international
referee for Olympic styles of wrestling.
When time allowed, his other passion
was dancing.
He would often go to a tea dance at the
Blockhouse Bay Community Centre and
dance with the ladies who, like him, had no
regular partner. One Sunday in November,
shortly after returning home from
refereeing at the 1986 Commonwealth
Games in Edinburgh, Johnny’s fancy was
taken by a new lady who was sitting on the
other side of the hall.
In Johnny’s words: “After watching her
dance with other men I thought ‘she’s
good!’ But every time I went to ask her to
dance some other man beat me to it. So, I
got clever; as soon as I saw the MC pick up
the mike I started across the floor and most
times I got to dance with her.
“I asked her to go dancing with me
several times, then finally after about two
months she said okay, but that she would
meet me in the hall at Royal Oak School.
Then when she did arrive it was with
another lady dancer I knew. When I went
up to ask Jeanette to dance the other lady
stood up and said, ‘Come and dance with
me Johnny!’ I said, “Sorry, I came to ask
Jeanette,” and after that we would always
dance together.”
Not long after that the couple who ran
the Blockhouse Bay Community Centre
Tea Dance stopped because of ill health
and Johnny and Jeanette were talked into
taking over. They since became qualified

Johnny and Jeanette have been teaching dancing for 33 years

teachers in Old Time, (now called Classic),
Modern Sequence and New Vogue.
Johnny is a Londoner from Edgeware,
near Watford who emigrated to New
Zealand with his first wife and two young
sons in 1963, as a New Zealand Army
recruit. Early on he was on manoeuvres in
Waiouru and lost the use of his legs due to
a slipped disc. Though initially paralysed
from the waist down, Johnny eventually
regained the use of his legs through
determination and hard work, progressing
from wheelchair to crutches to two walking
sticks, and was eventually given a medical
discharge from the Army.
After a recommendation from his
specialist that he work his back hard to help
strengthen it, Johnny answered an ad for a
bricklayer’s labourer. He quickly learned
the trade and eventually became a foreman.

Both Johnny and Jeanette were widowed
early in life; Jeanette losing her husband
when he was just 36, and Johnny losing his
wife in 1965. They each raised their two
children alone.
They continue to lead very active lives,
or as Jeanette puts it with a laugh, “we do
quite a lot for old people!” They enjoy
getting away in their campervan and look
forward each February to Art Deco week
in Napier, where they love to dress up in
the clothes of the period and compete,
often winning their categories and even
the overall winner title.
The couple continue to teach dancing
every Monday at the Blockhouse Bay
Community Centre, as they have done for
thirty-three years, and that doesn’t look
like changing any time soon.

Waikowhai Auto Service Centre | 09 626 2026
Repairs, WOFs, Tyres
Classic car & bike
specialist
37 years experience
Peter Scherf

421 Hillsborough Rd

www. waikowhaiauto.co.nz
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Blockhouse Bay School news
Written by students in the Communications Club

Inter-School Cross
Country 2019
On 14th May the Blockhouse Bay School
inter-school cross country students went
to Blockhouse Bay Reserve to complete
the cross country. There were 80 children
representing Blockhouse Bay School who
had trained regularly in the mornings.

The course was long, but the students were
positive and gave it their all. There were
some excellent results from the children
placing in the top 10.
By Cassandra Walters and Mary
Strange (Year4)

MOTAT

MOTAT came to Blockhouse Bay School
because we are tinkering and making all

sorts of things in our Inquiry Learning.
We learnt about pulleys, levers and wedges.
Room 3 students thought Melissa and
Kent were very good teachers and it was
very exciting and interesting to make our
own creations. We felt lucky that we got to
make our own Rube Goldberg Machine
even though it did not always work!
By Isabella Smith (Year 4) and Alyssa
Rolls (Year 3)

(Botton to top) 5 year olds Kaiming Yang, Lee
Innes-Thorogood and Freya Saleh figuring out
how to put together their machine.

Cassandra Walters pulls on all of her
strength with the finish line in sight.

One Hour Rejuvenating

Facial

Microdermabraision
25% Alpha Beta Peel
20% Vit C infusion

using Joyce Blok anti-aging range

Only $99 (usually $175)

Includes free neck, shoulder +
scalp massage and eyebrow tidy

7

spaces for hire
for 15–250 people

Weddings, engagements,
celebrations, seminars,
business meetings

Call office

566 Blockhouse Bay Rd
Call (09) 627 5924 to book now
www.skintonic.co.nz

626 4980

for details and prices

YOUR AD HERE!
ONLY $140 PER MONTH
ON A SIX MONTH CONTRACT
contact Kerrie
on 027 290 4444
or kerrie@bhb.nz
Your Stories, Your Neighbourhood, Your Community
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Another Award for Young Film Maker
Lynfield College student and top silent
film maker Joseph Hisayasu has won the
Mentoring and Movie Magic award at
the Whau Youth Awards held last month
at the Blockhouse Bay Community
Centre. Joseph was nominated by the
Iona Scouting Group for the strong
leadership and high impact activities
he has delivered at Iona Scouts.
Joseph featured in the Beacon in February
when he won Best Director for his work on
Attack! Of the Death Robot, the movie also
taking out the overall top prize at the NZ
International Youth Silent Film Festival.
Having spent many years as a scout with
Iona, 16-year-old Joseph naturally progressed
through the ranks and showed great initiative
as a leader and mentor to the younger scouts.
Iona Scouts spokesperson Susanne Webster
spoke highly of Joseph, commenting that “he
has been a fine role model for some years to
our Scouts, who have been inspired by his
success in the arts”.

Joseph pictured with Scout Leaders (L-R): Sandra Duke, Colin Ward and Gill Bagnall.

A few years ago Joseph made a short film
with the group which can be viewed at
https://ionascouts.webs.com/scouts. They
hope to see him get an Oscar one day so they
can claim to be the stars of one of his ‘earlier
short films’.
Joseph is taking a break from Scouts
to focus on his education and movie
making goals. Along with fellow Lynfield

College movie makers, Joseph is headed
to the IYSFF Global Awards Show in
Portland, Oregon this month where they
will represent New Zealand with their
silent film.
Iona Scouting Group wish Joseph
every success with his film making ambitions
and are confident his name will be rolling in
the credits at movie cinemas in the future.

PiperforWhau
Piperforwhau@gmail.com
Authorised by: W Piper, 2/164A Titirangi Road, New Lynn, Auckland
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Cycle and Recycle Wednesdays
Join EcoMatters every Wednesday 2.304.30pm until 10th July, for Cycle and
Recycle goodness at the old 3 Guys site,
1909-1949 Great North Road at the
Avondale Town Centre.

Cycle: EcoMatters Bike Fix
Got a bike that’s not working right? Bring
it to the free EcoMatters Bike Fix Drop-in
Session by the pump track. Get tips and
tricks on maintaining your bike and pick
up free cycling maps. Hop on our BMX
bikes and give the pump track a go, or try
out our novelty bikes.
Bike donations welcome. Donated bikes
are restored and made available again to the
community at a low cost. This helps to fund
the EcoMatters Bike Hubs’ free services.

Photo credit: EcoMatters

Recycle: Cash for Trash
We’ve brought back the ‘cash for trash’
bottle deposits. Bring us your plastic, glass
bottles and aluminium cans, and we’ll give
you 20c for each beverage container - it’s one

Yay, our first visitor. Mary brought in 38 cans
(collected from her local park after someone
else's night out!) and 10 plastic bottles. $9.60 to
take home for her 7-year-old son.
Photo credit: EcoMatters

less bit of rubbish on our streets and in our
waterways! (Limited to 80 items per person.)
We’ve also opened up the bottle drive to
those pesky moth plant pods - we’ll swap
20c for each pod. They’re all over the place
and we need them culled and enclosed so
they don’t burst with up to 1000 seeds inside
(and pull those roots out if you can). See you
at the Avondale Pump Track from 2.30pm!
Note: Cycle and Recycle Wednesdays will
not go ahead on rainy days.

Deborah Russell Climate Change Response
MP for New Lynn
(Zero Carbon) Amendment Bill
Community catch ups
I am running community based catch ups on
Monday mornings. These are one-on-one
sessions where people can meet with me to
discuss Justice of the Peace applications,
government policy and proposed law changes,
or to talk about local issues.
These 15-minute catch ups are by appointment
at my electorate office - 1885 Great North Rd,
Avondale. The office is accessible and handy to
public transport.
To book a time for these community catch up
sessions, or for enquiries about other matters,
phone 09 820 6245 or email:
newlynnmp@parliament.govt.nz
/deborahrussellfornewlynn
@beefaerie

Authorised by Dr Deborah Russell,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington

One of the biggest and most important
pieces of legislation I will be working on
in Parliament this year is the Climate
Change Response (Zero Carbon)
Amendment Bill. I’m very excited
about it because it gets us underway
with responding effectively to climate
change, so that our children and our
children’s children have a decent world
to grow up in.
The bill will set up a Climate Change
Commission, a committee of experts
who will have the major task of setting
greenhouse gas targets for the country. It
will be the Commission’s job to monitor
and report on how well we are doing
with reducing emissions, and make
recommendations to government about
how our targets should be achieved. For
example, it might recommend a move away
from petrol and diesel fuelled cars, towards
using electricity and hydrogen instead. The
government would then be responsible for
making that happen.

The Commission will make sure that we
stay on track by setting the amount that
greenhouse gases need to reduce within
five year ‘emission budget periods’. If we
achieve our goal, and similar goals for other
greenhouse gases, by 2050 New Zealand
will no longer be contributing to world
global temperature increases.
To find out more go to https://www.
parliament.nz and search for the Climate
Change Response (Zero Carbon) Bill. You
can read it online or download a PDF which
includes a user-friendly introduction.
I chair the Environment Select
Committee which will hear the submissions
on the bill. I hope that you will make time
to have your say. It’s easy - just go to https://
www.parliament.nz/en/pb/sc/make-asubmission/.
Even just stating, “I support this bill”
(or not) is a great way to contribute to this
important legislation.
Deborah Russell, MP for New Lynn
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St Dominic’s Winter Wonderland
St Dominic’s students were treated to a
winter wonderland last month when Ice
Skate Tour set up their mobile ice rink
in the school hall. The children from the
after-school programme were transfixed
as they watched, sparking plenty of
questions – particularly about what it’s
made of - which is not ice! The majority
concluded wax – again incorrect. It’s
actually made of a type of plastic.
Thursday morning began with lessons for
the littlies and proceeded throughout the
day and Friday with 40-minute sessions for

each class. They were taught the basics of
skating, balance, as well as health and safety.
The majority of children started off
holding onto a chair, and by the end of the
session were skating independently.
“We’ve seen children petrified of going
on and once they get their ‘wobbles’ sorted
it’s hard to get them off the rink!” says rink
owner Lisa Brogden. “It’s heart-warming to
see the children actively learning the life
lesson: ‘when you fall, you get up; you fall
again, you get up.’”
The rinks are also wheelchair-friendly, as
the wheels are not affected by the artificial

surface, creating a wonderful experience for
those who are wheelchair-bound.
As a fundraiser for St Dominic’s, on
Friday night the rink was turned into a
mini disco with activities and food stalls
outside the hall, and on Saturday morning
it was again open to the public, where
many repeat visitors turned up for some
more fun.
Ice Skate Tour has been operating since
2014. It’s 100% mobile and available
any time of the year. Contact Lisa at
lisa@iceskatetour.co.nz to find out more.

St Dominic's students enjoy their time on the 'ice'
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What’s happening
JUNE
Wed 5th Puketa- papa Community Forum
6.30-8pm at YMCA Griffen Park Rd, Lynfield.
Children’s Panel (co-hosted with Roskill
Together) and healthy rentals (presented by
EcoMatters). Light refreshments. RSVP by email
puketapapalocalboard@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
Fri 7th Grey Power 1pm at BHB Community
Centre. Discussing the budget offerings ($7.7M
for seniors). Come and learn about our future.
Afternoon tea, all welcome.
Sat 8th Community Market 7am - 12noon at BHB
Community Centre.
Sat 8th Halve your Waste in Half a Year
See article p10 for more info.
Sun 9th Whau River Regatta and Clean-up
12-4pm at Archibald Park. Begins with a race
from Archibald Park pontoon to the Rowing Club
pontoon. Boats and racers encouraged to dress to
theme. Prizes for best dressed and race winners.
Clean-up follows on the return to Archibald Park,
with ongoing land-based clean-up by regatta
observers. A Whau River Catchment Trust event.
Email tegan@whauriver.org.nz for info.
Sun 9th WAPAC (West Auckland Performing
Arts Competition) Various dates from 9th June
– 28th July
13th -22nd Jesus Christ Superstar at Centennial
Theatre. See p11 for more details.
Sat 22nd Rongoa- Ma- ori with Emma Haslam
10.30am-12.30pm at EcoMatters, 1 Olympic Pl,
New Lynn. Explore a selection of native plants and
discuss key philosophies, principles and processes
of Rongoa- Ma-ori. $20 Tickets at Eventbrite.
Sun 23rd National Volunteer Week planting
event. Location to be confirmed. 11am-1pm.
300 plants to put in the ground. A Whau River
Catchment Trust event.
Email tegan@whauriver.org.nz for info.

Sat 29th Community Market 7am – 12noon at
BHB Community Centre.
Sat 29th ACE Workshop (Anger Management
course) See article p13
Sat 29th Blockhouse Bay Village market
8.30am - 1pm in the Village.
Sun 30th Matariki planting Tiroroa Esplanade
11am – 1pm. 500 plants to put in the ground. A
Whau River Catchment Trust and Te Whau Pathway
event. Email tegan@whauriver.org.nz for info.

JULY
Fri 5th Matariki Celebration Free community
event. 6pm onwards at BHB Community Centre. All
food and entertainment free. First in, first served.
Sat 20th Friends of Wairaki Stream work day.
See article p16

GET INVOLVED IN YOUR
COMMUNITY!
CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS
Iona Scouts meet under the Blockhouse Bay
Community Centre. Keas (school yrs 1-3) 6-7pm Cubs
(school yrs 4-6) 6.30-8pm Scouts (school yrs 7-10)
6.30-8pm. Contact Colin (021 208 1103) for more info.
6th Auckland Girls’ Brigade 6 - 8pm at Iona
Church, 38 Donovan Street, Blockhouse Bay. All
girls 5 years upwards welcome. Contact Dorothy at
dorothy.findlay@xtra.co.nz or 027-275-9592
New Lynn Tennis Club
Wednesdays 4pm (age 7-10), 5pm (age 11+).
Sundays 9am (age 7-10), 10am (age 11+).
13 Fruitvale Rd, New Lynn. Ph Tracy on 021 806
992 or email tennisnewlynn@gmail.com
BHB Y’s Walking Club Meet Mondays &
Wednesdays at 8.30am at BHB Community Centre.
A different walk each week including our monthly
away trips where morning tea is on us! For more
info contact 626 3381 or 837 5441.
Western Quilters’ Circle 7:30pm at Kelson
Community Centre. Meets last Tuesday of the
month, except December. Contact Michelle
Dawson on 021 148 6888 for more info.

Ladies Probus meets 9am to noon 2nd Friday
of each month (Feb to Dec) at BHB Community
Centre. Speakers and morning tea. Outings
available 4th Fridays. Enquiries to Ann Stankovich,
Phone 817 8545.
Blockhouse Bay-Lynfield Lions Club Monthly
Dinner 3rd Wednesday of the month. Network and
socialise. Always an interesting theme, speaker or
items of interest with good food. All welcome.
Find next event, venue and details at
www.bhbl-lions.org
Auckland Greypower Assoc
577 Bhb Rd, open Monday to Wednesday 10.30 till
1pm, and Friday 10.30 till 12.30. ph: 626 0895
e: akgreypowerinfo@gmail.com. Monthly meeting
Fridays 1-3pm at BHB Senior Citizens Hall, 524 BHB
Rd. Speakers, discussion and afternoon tea. All
welcome.
U3A Titirangi Study groups for 50+
Meets 4th Tuesday of the month (Feb-Nov),
1pm at West Lynn Gardens, 73 Parker Ave, New
Lynn. Visitors and new members welcome. For
info contact Heather Tanguay heathertanguay@
slingshot.co.nz

REGULAR SOCIAL EVENTS
Mainly Music for 0-4 yr olds Wednesdays
9.30am @ BHB Baptist, 504 BHB Rd. Singing,
dancing, craft, morning tea. Ph Mary 8289027.
Wriggle & Rhyme for 0-2-year olds
Wednesdays 9.30 @ BHB Library. Songs, rhymes
and gentle exercise to music for babies and
toddlers.
Preschool Storytime Thursdays 10.30 @ BHB
Library. Free and fun, learning literacy development
through stories and songs.
Indoor Bowls Mondays and Wednesdays, 10am
at the Senior Citizens Hall, 524 Bhb Rd. $1
Activity Corner Thursdays from 9.30am (for
morning tea) at the Senior Citizens Hall 524 Bhb
Rd. $1

Shalini Shandil M: 027 629 4410
Email: shalini@eclipseinsurance.co.nz
Website: eclipseinsurance.co.nz

Free house
insurance

for all home loans
over $500,000
T’s & C’s apply

Specialising in:
•Home loans
•Refinancing
•Debt consolidaton

•House & contents insurance
•Vehicle insurance
•All other commercial insurance

Your local Insurance and Mortgage Advisers serving the local community for over 15 years.

Call us for a free no obligaton review
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Online community calendar at www.bhb.nz

Church Service with Communion
Wednesdays 9.30am at Church of the Saviour,
2 Kinross St. Best morning tea in the Bay.

Knitting Circle Thursdays 1-3pm and Sundays
2-4pm at the Blockhouse Bay Library. BYO knitting
needles and wool, and join others in these casual
knitting group sessions for all levels. Experienced
knitters available to help.

Blockhouse Bay Baptist 504 Blockhouse Bay
Rd. Ph 09-626 6980. Sundays 10am Worship and
teaching for all ages, 6.30pm Worship, teaching
and coffee

Blockhouse Bay Village Market Last Saturday
of the month, from 8.30am, along mainstreet
on Blockhouse Bay Rd. Contact Jodie Judd
manager@blockhousebay.org or ph 09 626 5081.

Free Dinner 2nd Saturday of the month, 5pm –
7pm, at Iona Presbyterian Church hall, 38 Donovan
St BHB. All welcome. For more info phone 09-627
9845.

Blockhouse Bay Community Church
76 Dundale Ave, Blockhouse Bay. Ph 09 626 6284.
Email info@bbcc.org.nz www.bbcc.org.nz
Sundays, 10.30 am service.

Community Market Second and last Saturdays
of the month. 7am - 12noon at BHB Community
Centre. New stall holders welcome - contact Terry:
027 221 1860.

Housie Tuesdays at the BHB Community Centre.
Sales from 6.30pm. Starts 7.30pm till 10.00pm.

Church of the Saviour 2 Heaphy St.
Ph 09-627-8779.
Sundays, 9am - Communion service.
11am - Café Style church.
1.30pm - Mandarin service.
4pm - Interdenominational Service.
7pm - Intimate acoustic worship.

Food Pantry open Fridays 1-3pm at BHB Baptist
Church.

Creative Colouring Class Wednesdays 9.30 12pm, Green Bay Community House. $2 donation.
Drop in any time and bring your own materials.
Enjoy a cup of tea with us. For more info
ph 09 827 3300
Community Singers Blockhouse Bay practice
Thursdays from 12.30-2.30pm at Blockhouse
Bay Community Centre, and sing at rest homes
monthly. Contact Dawn Carseldine on ph 817 2405
or ruth52@outlook.co.nz
500 Played Wednesdays 12.30 - 2.30pm at the
Blockhouse Bay Community Centre. Friendly
group, looking for more players. Contact Noel
Johnston on 627-8306.

Social Partner Dancing with Move Dance Co.
No experience necessary and no partners required.
New Lynn RSA, parking onsite. Mondays 7pm
Beginners, 8pm Intermediate, followed by social
hot chocolate at Bodrum Café, Brick Works.
Beginners’ concession available, casual $15. Ph
Hannah, 021 576 210

Advertise
your event
here for free!
Email kerrie@bhb.nz

LIBRARY LINE-UP
Blockhouse Bay Library has something
for everyone in June.
For bookings Email blockhousebaylibrary@
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
Wed 12th 11am-12pm Blogging class
for adults. Learn about the advantages of
blogging, set up a blog and start blogging
in this introductory beginners’ class for
adults. Bookings are essential.

CHURCH SERVICES:

Iona Presbyterian Church
38 Donovan Street, Ph. 09 627 9845
Sundays, 10am service
Lynfield Community Church
35 The Avenue, Lynfield. Ph 09 626 4141.
Sundays, 9:30am service.
St Dominic’s Catholic Church
34 Bolton St, ph 09 626 6207
Weekend Masses: Saturday vigil 6:00pm;
Sunday 9:30am
Weekday Masses: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
9:15am; Wednesday 7:00pm.

June
Sat 8th AND Sat 15th 10am-1pm
Introduction to Electronics workshop for
children aged 11+. This is a two-session
workshop and children must attend both
sessions. Participants will be introduced to
the basics of electronics such as resistance,
capacitors, diodes and transistors, in a fun
and interactive way. Bookings are essential.
Sat 22nd 10am-4pm and Sun 23rd
12-4pm Decorate a Waka. Help us

to collage a waka, which will then be
displayed in the library. A Matariki event
for people of all ages.
Thu 27th 10.30am-11 am Matariki
Storytime. A special storytime for
pre-schoolers with stories and songs to
celebrate Matariki.
Mon 1st Jul 9am-6pm Make a newspaper
origami pot, then plant a seed to celebrate
Matariki and new beginnings. For all ages.
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Halve your waste in half a year
Do you want to reduce your household
waste but are not too sure where to start?
In this fun and interactive two-hour
workshop you can learn how to halve
your waste in half a year.
26 practical, cost-effective tips to
reduce the amount of rubbish you throw
in your bins. One tip for each week;
realistic, doable and easy. It's not about
all-of-a-sudden going zero waste or being
plastic-free, it’s about taking small steps
which combine to make a big difference.
Progress, not perfection. We’ll also make
a DIY waste-free multipurpose cleaner to
get you started.
Tutor Juliet Dale is the creator of The
Great Eco Challenge, an online project

that aims to educate and encourage New
Zealanders to minimise their household
waste. She is NOT zero-waste or plasticfree. In fact, she sees those terms as a bit
intimidating and polarising. She is just a
normal kiwi who is insanely passionate
about reducing the waste we send to
landfill. By making small changes, one step
at a time, she and her family of 5 reduced
their waste by 70% in less than a year, and
now, she loves helping others to cut back
their household waste too.
Sat 8th June, 10.30am - 12.30pm at
EcoMatters, 1 Olympic Pl, New Lynn. Get
your ticket here: www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/
halve-your-waste-in-half-a-year

Juliet Dale

Painter

Behind the Scenes
Hey Kids! Ever wondered what it’s
like to have a VIP backstage pass?
Well now you can find out with
the Church of the Saviour Holiday
Programme, as we go behind the
scenes at Church of the Saviour to
find out what it’s all about. This
year’s programme features drama,
fabulous crafts, games, relay races,
morning tea, activity books, catchy
songs and a whole lot of FUN!
Hey Teens! Ever wanted to have
something fun to do in the holidays and
gain some good leadership experience
at the same time? If you’re interested
in joining our young leader's scheme
for this programme, we provide full
training and great opportunities for
you to develop your leadership skills.
Contact Claire@cots.org.nz or sign up
on the website from 17th June. www.
cots.org.nz/kids
The programme runs mornings from
9am-12.30pm Mon 8th -Fri 12th July
and also Sunday 14th 11am-12pm, it is
free/donation based and partly funded
by the Whau Local Board. Registrations
open Monday 17th June. Go to the
website or forms will be in the foyer.
We’ll see you backstage!

Builder
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Plumber

Sparky

Lawn Mowing
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Local Director Tackles Andrew Lloyd Webber
They say if you want something done
you should ask a busy person, as busy
people always manage to cope with ‘one
more task’. Well, Blockhouse Bay local,
Stephen Dallow, must be one of those
busy people you can ask.
Stephen is well known in the Bay
for running Kids 4 Drama from the
Community Centre, however he is also
on the board of the local primary school,
is currently Board Chair of Marist
College, works full time for Barfoot and
Thompson as a trainer and recruiter, is a
dad to two busy girls, and recently took
on the challenge of directing “Jesus Christ
Superstar” for St Peter’s College, opening
13 June at the Centennial Theatre.
Stephen’s first venture into directing was
at the young age of 16, directing Peter Pan
for Waitemata Theatre, and his passion
and love for the theatre has continued to
grow. Directing countless shows for Kids

Students rehearse for opening night

4 Drama he says his latest venture is one of
the biggest challenges yet.
Andrew Lloyd Webber took many years
to find a theatrical company to first produce
this piece of work, with professional theatre
companies turning it down as the score was
too difficult. But once it was finally tackled
it has become a piece of theatre history with
well-known songs like “I don’t know how
to love him” becoming international hits.
Stephen first saw the show as a teenager
back in 1994 in the newly opened Aotea
Centre and he was hooked. He loved the
music, the intensity of characters and the
rock feel.
This challenging score is keeping
Stephen and the team on their toes as they
add a modern twist to the tale, setting it
in today’s world. The all-boy St Peters
cast are supported by girls from Marist,
Baradene and St Mary’s colleges, creating
a wonderful team effort across four schools.

Leading the orchestra is local BayLynn
Youth Band leader, Miss Zyia Li Teh
who has brought together a student band
from the college, and West Auckland
choreographer Daniel McLean is working
extremely hard to teach these students all
the dance moves in his nonstop musical.
When asked about the experience
Stephen said “I was so delighted to be
given this opportunity by St Peter’s and
to work with such an awesome, talented,
respectful and caring cast of students who
are working so hard to create something
very special for audiences to enjoy”.
The cast also raised nearly $13,000 for the
Cancer Society by performing and walking
in the Relay for Life in April this year.
The season runs from 13th to 22nd
June, and tickets are on sale now at
www.iticket.co.nz.
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Lions in the Roaring Twenties
In anticipation of a great decade, a
‘Welcome to the Roaring Twenties’
themed dinner was held recently by the
Blockhouse Bay-Lynfield Lions Club,
whose goal for the year is to increase the
club’s membership by 20 in ’20.
On this occasion six enthusiastic
community-minded people were installed
as new Lions and the newest members of
Lions Clubs International. The ceremony
was conducted by Incoming District
Governor Judy Allison who also installed
Club Officers for the 2019-20 year.
Further achievement for the club was
the presentation by Zone Chairman Doug
Grinter of several Lions Clubs International
Centennial Challenge Awards for service in
Diabetes Awareness, Youth, Environment
and Hunger categories.

(L-R) Deepali and
Neeraj Nagpal who were
sponsored by Secretary
Alan Gray (inset, unable
to be present), Treasurer
Jenny LaTrobe who
sponsored Phil Blackler
and Cecily Dower,
and President Janelle
Collins who sponsored
Nirupa Peiris and Dulip
Madhasekara.

Officers who were installed to take club
into the ‘roaring twenties’ are Director
Nick Tautari, President Janelle Collins,
Secretary Alan Gray, and Treasurer Jenny
LaTrobe.
Interested in becoming a Lion? Go to
www.bhbl-lions.org/membership

Lions Raise $700 for Community Patrol
At a CommUnity Lions dinner meeting,
Ivan Lovich, President of Blockhouse
Bay-Green Bay Community Patrol
receives a cheque for $700, from Lions
President Janelle Collins. The cheque
represents the funds raised from the
Lions Annual Wild Westie Car Rally.
The rally, which was held in March,
arrived at their final destination, Puhoi,
after an adventurous drive through the
Wild West via Old North Rd, Ararimu
Valley, Waitoki and Wairewa back roads.
Upon arrival at their destination, rallygoers were rewarded for their perseverance
by the traditional Lions sausage sizzle.

Janelle Collins with Ivan Lovich.

Village News
Winter is now upon is and there are
some super cosy places in the Village
to come and spend time with others
or just on your own. Grab a coffee,
some lunch or go and have some quiet
time in the Library. Blockhouse Bay
Village has such a variety of shops
that you can get most things done
here without hitting the busy malls.
Our Easter promotion was a great
success with six lucky people winning
lovely gifts donated by Village businesses.
Our next promotion will be mid-winter
and in stores Monday 15th July.
We have a shopper newsletter that is
emailed out once a month with specials,
new products and information from
our businesses here in the Bay. If you
would like to receive this email me at
manager@blockhousebay.org.nz.
The Santa Parade will be held this
year on Saturday 30th November so
make sure you save the date and join us
for another fabulous event.
We now have the large sail lit up
and looking gorgeous on the corner of
Kinross and Heaphy St. Unfortunately
we are still working with Auckland
Transport to get the tree on the
roundabout working again.
Our next Market day is Saturday 29th
June. Come along and see what is on
offer. If you’d like to have a stall on
market day please let me know.
I look forward to seeing you up here
in Blockhouse Bay Village.
Jodie Judd, Village Manager
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Opinion

Trigger Warning
No, it’s not about the Government
banning every semi-automatic bigger
than a BB gun. It is about something
far more destructive to the well-being
of community.
I’m talking about the increasing
intolerance for voicing any opinions other
than the current PC group-think and
some people being “triggered” and getting
their feelings hurt. Suddenly people have
to consider carefully whether they say out
loud and discuss what they actually think.
Of course we should always have been
polite and respectful of others but in the

by John Subritzky

past we have been able to agree to disagree
and still be friends. Some people have
been rude and not played by those rules of
etiquette and that’s when the fights started
because they became belligerent.
In the new world, yesterdays oppressed
have become today’s oppressors, intolerant
of any dissent. Language is being
weaponised so those who wander off the
accepted path are quickly socially shamed
until their thoughts and speech can be
made illegal.
It would be a tragedy if NZ became
as polarised as the USA now is, with two

deeply divided sides shouting at each other
but never listening. Instead of trying to bully
others into submission, how about a dose of
kindness and agreement to live and let live?
“Being taught to avoid talking about
politics and religion has led to a lack of
understanding about politics and religion.
What we should have been taught was how
to have a civil conversation about a difficult
topic” Ryan Fournier
Do you feel secure enough to talk
honestly about your perspective on
issues? Join the discussion with BEACON
on Facebook.

Help with Anger Management
We’ve all had the odd day when our
temper gets the best of us, but if you find
that you’re grinding your gears in anger
on a regular basis more often than you
and others would like, then you could
probably benefit from a great workshop
that has helped many people in the past.
The ACE - Anger Change Education
workshop is designed to change outcomes
for individuals and families who want
to learn to deal with their anger in a
constructive and healthy way. It gives people
the practical tools to get control of their
anger, and is also helpful for anyone with a
friend or family member with anger issues.
The course is headed up by experienced
counsellor and social worker Steve
Brodie from Just Solutions. “My general
observation is that the people I have worked
with are desperately looking for someone
or something to give them direction,

affirmation, security and hope,” says Steve.
“It is all about the individual and their own
response to change and loss, and developing
new skills to cope with today’s life problems”.
Steve has over 32 years’ experience in
the field including 16 years with South
Canterbury Violence Intervention Project
as a court appointed facilitator, experience
as a workplace support counsellor, victim
support counsellor, and experience in
group settings after working as a peer
supervisor for restorative justice. Steve
is also a co-founder of the Highway2
programme for children and youth and has
run anger management workshops for the
Bridge programme.
The course covers:
· Understanding and managing the anger
process
· Understanding triggers
· Recognising early warning signs

Ross Clow
City Councillor
for Whau
Phone
021 808 214

ross.clow@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

T: 09 826 3937
M: 027 404 0129
19 Cutler Street, New Lynn, Auckland.

Reggis Rego

CA, CPP, MBA, BCom.

reggis.ca@gmail.com
www.bizaide.co.nz
Tax returns - Income Tax, GST, FBT.
Accounting - Cost & Management.
Business Advisory Services.

Steve Brodie

· Understanding how anger effects our
thinking
· Communicating in effective ways
· Focusing on strengths
When:	Saturday 29th June
9.30am-3.30pm
Where: Church of the Saviour
Cost: $65
To register or for more info, email
sc.justsolutions@gmail.com or call
021-112-3252.
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Murray Halberg
Retirement Village

Brand new home for 2020, secure now at today’s prices!

Choose from three stunning options...

Artist impression

Garden views

Extra space

Top Floor

• Aﬀordably priced
• Very large one bedroom
apartment
• Ground ﬂoor with patio
• Lovely morning sun with
garden views

• Spacious two bedroom
apartment
• Large butler’s pantry
• Two full bathrooms
• Walk-in wardrobe
• Separate laundry

• Sunny two bedroom
apartment with wrap
around balcony
• Stunning views of Manukau
harbour, nature and
surrounds
• Lovely afternoon sun

$660,000

$790,000

$970,000

For more information phone
Michelle or Frances on 627 2727
Sales oﬃce: 11 Commodore Dr, Lynﬁeld
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Fight for Mount Roskill’s Cross/Star Continues
In the April issue of the Beacon
we reported on a petition that was
underway to restore to the top of Mt
Roskill the longstanding tradition of a
cross at Easter and a star at Christmas.
Following is an update from petition
organisers Jonathan Subritzky, Ella
Kumar and Fonoti Luke Gates since
the presentation of the petition to the
Tupuna Maunga Authority.
Since presenting the petition to restore
the cross/star on Mt Roskill’s summit
to the Tupuna Maunga Authority (TMA)
on behalf of over 4,000 Aucklanders on 6
May, we have been working to maintain
momentum and to be listened to by
the Authority.
The support from the wider community
on this issue has been massively
encouraging. We’ve had people sending
spontaneous messages of support on all
platforms. Many of these comments have
related to people’s personal memories or
insights on what the cross/star on the
summit has meant to them – recurring
themes include how it is a symbol of
community which binds Mt Roskill
together, or is a reminder of ‘being
home’. Many new immigrants to the
area associated the cross/star with their
initial arrival in our community and this
association has endured ever since. And,
of course, for many it is a comforting
symbol conveying hope, redemption, and
goodwill. Local Maori families who live
in Mt Roskill also do not agree with the
stance of the Maunga Authority .This is
the sentiment which we reflected to the
members of the Maunga Authority when
we gave a submission during the public
forum section of their meeting.

We were frustrated and rather
disappointed when we were told by the
chairman, Paul Majurey, that there was
little prospect of the cross returning to
the summit in the same way as it has in
the last 60 years. Indeed, to ensure this,
the Authority last year quietly removed
all the supporting infrastructure from the
summit on which the cross/star depends
to function.
What is the Authority’s issue with a cross/
star being on a summit for a few weeks?
This issue goes back six years to the Treaty
settlement which transferred the ownership
of Auckland’s summits from the council to
an iwi collective. The new premise is that
all mountains must eventually conform to
tikanga Maori, and accordingly the tihi
(summits) must be cleared of anything
which violates their tapu (sacredness).
The TMA takes this view very seriously.
They are very determined to make sure that
eventually, all of Auckland’s summits are
plain, grassy areas free of any man-made
structures. Accordingly, they have been

extremely resistant to our community’s
request to restore our cross/star.
We met with the Mt Roskill Ministers’
Association, who own and run the cross
tradition, to bring this issue to the attention
of Michael Wood MP on 24 May, raising
concerns over the democratic deficit
inherent in the TMA’s framework. Mr
Wood was averse to the suggestion that the
Treaty legislation should be revisited, and
suggested we go back to the Authority and
continue to negotiate.
So, we will. We are open to respectful,
inclusive dialogue with the Authority
and any other party, and hope that at the
same time there is respect for the people
of Mt Roskill and our legitimate wishes.
To this end, we are pursuing a potential
hui which would include the Authority, the
Ministers’ Association, Michael Wood, and
the Mayor Phil Goff; which we hope will
be able break through the deadlock and
find a workable solution which will return
this beloved symbol to Auckland’s horizon.

YOUR AD HERE!

ONLY $120 PER MONTH
ON A SIX MONTH CONTRACT
contact Kerrie
on 027 290 4444
or kerrie@bhb.nz
Your Stories, Your Neighbourhood, Your Community
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Wairaki Stream Weed Wranglers
On Saturday 18th May we suspiciously
eyed the rain clouds at 9.30am
that should not have been there.
Optimistically we set up anyway, only
to have raindrops wash away the writing
on the sign… quick - Plan B! Then, as
we trooped down the pathway at 10am
the rain fortuitously stopped. Phew!
Greeted by swathes of palm grass and
tangled vines trying to trip us at every
opportunity, we twenty stalwarts set
to work clearing Tradescantia and blue
morning glory.
While making some safe pathways, we
piled the seed heads of the palm grass and
placed the evil vines into a gigantic weed
bag. Some of our team decided to vent the
frustrations of their week by grubbing and
spading the palm grass out of the ground,
as well as some ginger roots, resulting in
some very satisfied grins.
The weed bodies we piled into
composting heaps, adding the ginger
roots to our weed bag. We also had a go at
making insect hotels and will watch with
interest to see who and what inhabits them.
A small group went rubbish collecting
and was very pleased to report that there
were no trolleys in the stream - success!
They also wrestled a couple of ponga logs
from the stream that were blocking the
flow. The grateful stream sighed with
relief. Another small group targeted the
Toe toe and were very pleased to release this
native to grow and prosper.
We have a very dedicated community
team, including students and staff from
Lynfield College. We really appreciate
people donating whatever time they can

to help enhance our nature reserve and
enjoy their satisfied smiles at the end,
hopefully a sign that they also feel the
value of their efforts.
Join us for our next workday on 20 July.
Keep updated on Facebook: friends of
wairaki stream

Bring your families and friends and enjoy
what we have to offer: TAB, pool tables,
darts, raffles and gaming room.

Happy Hour

It’s all
happening
at the
AVRSA!

Live Bands

Sundays 4.30-8.30pm.

Function Room for Hire. Great

for birthdays, family meetings & workshops.

Every day from 4.30pm to 5.30pm.

Restaurant Open

Dinner Thu-Sun 5.30-8.30pm,
Lunch on Fridays, 12-1.30pm.

Raffle Day Thursdays Spend $10

at the bar between 5-7pm and go in
the draw to win $50 CASH. 3 or 4 cash
draws each Thurs night.

Open 7 days,
from 12 noon to close

48 Rosebank Rd, Avondale
www.avondalersa.org.nz
www.facebook.com/AvonRSA
Ph 09 828 5000

